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Preface

This book contains the papers and short contributions presented at the Sympo-
sium on Aroma Research, which was held at the Central Institute for Nutrition and
FoodResearchTNO, Zeist,the Netherlands, May 1975. Thesymposium was organized
on the instigation of the late Dr C. Weurman, to whom we dedicate the Proceed-
ings.

An objective of this symposium was to provide ample opportunity for thorough
discussion and informal contact within a relatively small group of participants
(about 50). To keep the group small, the symposium was not announced, all partici-
pants being personally invited. This, of course, raised the problem of making
choices.

On the last day of the meeting a large majority of the participants agreed that
there is a need for this type of small informal symposium on aroma research and
that such meetings should follow, at intervals of three years, in different countries.
There. was also almost unanimous agleement to name these symposia the Weurman
Flavour Symposia. The first symposium was sponsored by the Organization for
Nutrition and Food Research TNO, to which we express our gratitude. We grateful-
ly acknowledge the help of the staff of Pudoc who did most of the editorial work.

H. Maarse
P. J. Groenen





Opening address

J. van Mameren

Organization for Nutrition and Food Research TNO, The Hague, the Netherlands

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I extend a cordial welcome to all of you who are participants in this
symposium. In doing so, it is my pleasure to address you on behalf of the Nether-
lands Organization for Applied Scientific Research, which, as you know, is briefly
called TNO.

Some time ago, the late Dr Weurman suggested the initiative to convene
the present symposium and I immediately approved his idea. And that for
thlee reasons. One: I knew Weurman's recognized expertise in aroma research.
Two: I knew he could organize a symposium adequately. Three: I then held and
still hold the view that a small informal gathering of a few international specialists is
a suitable medium for discussions on joint problems.

You know that Weurman's death has meant a considerable loss to TNO and to
our Central Institute for Nutrition and Food Research. Not only was he one of our
best research workers; he was a good colleague and friend.

DrWeurman started our aroma research in 1956. In those early days, he had
many contacts with colleagues abroad; in particular the United States, where he
worked for about a year and a half and where he conducted research on various
topics including enzymic formation of aromatics in raspberries

In the 1960s, Weurman's department grew rather rapidly; particularly because of
added interest from industry. Weurman devoted much attention to the develop-
ment of those analytical techniques where the aroma composition was altered as little
as possible, His work was also recognized internationally, as was evidenced for
example at an American Chemical Society meeting at Chicago in 1967.

I suggest, ladies and gentlemen, that, in the present symposium, we all try to
conduct the discussions in the atmosphere of true friendship and good-fellowship
which the late Dr Weurman always aimed at.

TNO is honoured to receive you experts on aroma research. We are convinced
that this symposium will create new opportunities and stimulate continued re-
search. You will appreciate that this small country, the Netherlands, attaches a high
value to international co-operation.

At the moment, TNO employs some 4 500 people. About lO% of them work in
the institutes of our Organization for Nutrition and Food Research and some
300 of those 450 people work here, in our Central Institute for Nutrition and
Food Research. In fact, this institute is the largest - in terms of staff - of the
entire TNO Organization. This fact, as such, need not be important. However,
thanks to this iastitute's several departments, some discipline-oriented, others pro-
duct-oriented, the aggregate of research facilities in food and nutrition research is
certainly considerable. Government agencies as well as industry and commerce can
satisfactorily tap the resources of this institute.

9



From all thjs, you might conclude that my task, as president of TNO's Organiza-
tion for Nutrition and Food Research and as acting vice-president of TNO's Central
Organization, is honorable and pleasant. That is, of course, to some extent true. The

difficulty is that there is a fair amount of oiticism of fund-devouring aspects of
research and development activities in the Netherlands as elsewhere. Furthermore,
here, too, doubts are expressed as to the benefit and usefulness of R & D. The
upshot is that reorganizations are being considered that should enable the govern-
mental authorities to get a better grip on scientific institutes and on research
programmes. Obviously - and that is another cup of tea - we at TNO are by no
means immune to continued financial inflation. Hence, as you will realize, the very
funding of a research organization is a matter of growing concern. One might even

fear that, in the remote future, problems of investment could arise.
I should add, in this context, that the research programme of our Organization

for Nutrition and Food Research has so far met with little criticism, generally

speaking.
As in other countries, large sections of the Dutch population express anxiety

about the quality of our foodstuffs. There are people who fear that, slowly but
steadily, the Dutch nation is being poisoned by all sorts of chemicals in food, either
as residues or as additives. A common view too is that all modern food technology
achieves is a multitude of products that are significantly worse in taste, aroma and
consistency than the products of the past.

Well, it may be of interest for you to know that our Organization for Nutrition
and Food Research has a budget of 27 million Dutch guilders. Now, more than half
that sizable sum is being spent on research on quality of foodstuffs and agricultural
products. Moreover, much research capacity is being used for biological and toxico-
logical research.

My conclusion - and I hope you share it - is that we are doing useful work.
Assuming that the taste and aroma of man's food should be improved here and

there - which is a point that I personally do not doubt - I feel certain that for
you, as experts in those fields, to-day's world, and to-morrow's, is bound to leave
scope for your continued research.

It is my hope that this symposium will help you to specify research needs, and
relevant action, in your own fields of specialization. On behalf of our TNO
Organization, I wish you a pleasant stay in the Netherlands, and, of course, I
hope that your discussions here, at our Central Institute for Nutrition and Food
Research, will be satisfactory in all respects.

Thank you.
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26 May - Formation of aroma compounds in foods
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The question is critically discussed what final level of knowledge has been reached after aperiod of about 25 years of inventory of aroma components. We liave to distinguish betrveenprimary (genuine) aroma components, for example as we find them with'. ihe intact cellstructurc of fruits, and secondary aroma components which may be formed as a result of
techirological processes and which are formed when cell structurei of fruits are destroyed, In
this connection we examplify, especially, enzymic processes.

Furthermore, the results o-f investigations on the biosynthesis of bitter substances of hops
are discussed. The pathway ofsynthesis ofthe monoterpenes and sesquiterpenes such as humu-
lone and lupulone are investigated and schematized being derived -uinfv fii* "Luoxylic 

acids.
This is followed by an explanation of what we termed the 'biological; resp, the .biotechnical
sequences'. These 'sequences' allow, for example, an explanation-or *r. ,"tutlorship between
substuate composition and the fermentation.

Finally there follows an exemplary discussion of the question to what extent biochemical
knowledge can be used today for a biotechnological-biosynlhetical production oi*o*"r.

hoc. int. Symp. Aroma Research, Zeist, 1975. pudoc, Wageningen.

Biochemical formation of aroma components

F. Drawert

Institut fiir Chemisch-Technische Analyse und Chemische Lebensmitteltechnologie
der Technischen universitit Mtinchen, 8050 Freising-weihenstephan, Bundesrepublik
Deutschland

Abstract

we have historical experiences with aromas. we know that there has been no high
form of human culture without its special aromas, for instance in aroma-rich foods
and beverages. Fruit-bearing trees, bushes or plants have shared with man in an
evolution, for instance'when fruit have been selected not only for size, colour or
texture, but especially for their aroma, a heritage that threatens to disappear gradu-
ally. A. H. Ruys, a man who had lifelong experience of aromas, called aroma the
fruit's soul. In l96t he wrote, "Si aujourd'hui, ie vous dis que ciest I'dme du fruit,
c'est que l'ar6me nous offre l'expression la plus parfaite de la r6alit6 du fruit.
L'ar6me du jus d'un fruit, bien plus que son image visuelle, nous apprend de ce fruit
tout ce que nous voulons savoir.,' (Ruys, 1962).

Aroma is determined by habit and by region of the world. It consists of many
components graded in concentration and physiological effect. one could perhaps
now say that certain aroma substances are psychopharmaceuticals. people have
attempted to explain odours by vibrational and stereochemical theories (Merkel,
1972; Hul, 1963; Ohloff & Thomas, l97l; Moncrieff, l95l; Amoore, 1962, 1963,
1967). lt aromas are classed into odours and tastes as is common practice in
science, it can be calculated that there are probably more than 106 possible sensa-
tions of odour and only a few, perhaps 6, sensations of taste. There are plausible
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theories about how we sense the tastes sweet and bitter (Shallenberger, l97l;
Bebtz,1973).

If we take account and seriously ask what we know about aromas, we

must honestly answer "Not very much." This may be mainly, as we at least know,

because most natural aromas consist of hundreds of components. The specific notes

of these aromas derive from only a few substances of high stereospecificity and

sometimes of extremely low threshold concentrations. The development of gas

chromatography, especially gas distribution chromatography, the development of
separation columns with several hundred thousand possible theoretical plates, and

the development of detectors sensitive to 10-12 g's-1 introduced an era of stock-

taking, bringing a flood of publications on aroma substances. Luckily we have lists,

such as 'Lists of volatile compounds in foods' from the Central Institute for

Nutrition and Food Research TNO at Zeist in the Netherlands. There are also trials

at computer storage of data. But what should be put on the computer? Perhaps the

amounts detected in gaschromatographic peaks in relation to thresholds, odour

qualities and empirical composition, perhaps to attain 'identical aromas'' Undoubt-

edly such a development of aroma profiles is under way with the work of Jennings,

wick, Teranishi, ohloff and others. These profiles appear'three-dimensional" with

sensory peaks behind the gas chromatogiraphic peaks giving an aroma picture.

Like many others, we have contributed more or less thoughtlessly to the catalo-

gue of components detected by gas chromatography, in particular aromas of plant

origin. But since our interest lay in the biosynthesis and biological origin of aroma

,rbrt*""r, we had to fix conditions in the cell to a certain moment of time, for
biochemical reasons. In other words, we had to disturb the cell structure in such a

way that at the moment of deterioration, enzymic processes were inhibited. So we

soon noticed, for instance, that at the moment fruit are homogenized, certain

Table 1. Formation of Cu aldehydes and Cu alcohols
(pg/100 g) in grapes and in vine leafs'

1 = Grapes (Sbl. 2-19-58 - newly cultivated vine-

variety:- European x American). 2 = Vine leafs of the

same variety. a = Instant inhibition of the enzymes'

b = Inhibition of the enzymes after 10 min.

2

b

1

a ab

Hexanal
Hex<ls-3-enal
Hex-trans-3-enal
Hex-trans-2-erlral
+l
1-Hexanol
Hex<is-3-en-1-ol
Hex-r,'ans-2-en-1-ol

15
10

2

l0
5

0

J

300
60
10

1700
20

150
s00
t70

90
0
0

130
10

5
150
170

410
300
100

13500
850

30
2400
260

1. + = Not identified for certain.
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enzymic processes begin, some of them extremely rapid. In this way, for instance,
esters characteristic of a fruit are hydrolyzed under the influence of hydrolases
more or less rapidly according to pH and temperature (Drawert et al., 1965). Inparticular, enzymic oxidations set in and, as it were, contribute to the formation of
new aroma substances (Drawert et al., 1966, 1969). Because of this, we learnt to
distinguish strictly between primary or original aroma substaaces, and secondary or
technological aroma substances.

In a short time, significant amounts of hexenals and hexanals arise (Table l),
whereby the various hexenals are specifically formed by the different fruit. Green
bananas and cucumbers form trans-2-nonenal and trans-2,cis-6-nonadrenal. partly
from studies with l4c-labelled compounds, we concluded that these substances
were fragments from linoleate and linolenate (Fig. I and 2; Drawert & Tressl, 1970;
Tressl & Drawert, 1973).

Table 2. Hydrocarbons after irradiation, heating and smoking of lard.

Irradiation
0.5 * 6 Mrad

Heating Smoking
(outer layers)

l,
2.
J.

4.

6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
t9.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

18.
t9.
20.

21.
22.

1.
)
J.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

Octane
Octene
Nonane
Nonene
Decane
Decene
Undecane (4 isomers)
Undecene
Dodecane
Dodecene (2 isomers)
Tridecane
Tridecene (2 isomers)
Tetradecane
Tetradecene (2 isomers)
Tetradecadiene
Pentadecane
Pentadecene
Pentadecadiene
Hexadecane
Hexadecene
Hexadecadiene
Hexadecatriene
Heptadecane
Heptadecene (2 isomers)
Heptadecadiene
Heptadecatriene
Octadecane
Octadecene

1. Octane

Nonane
Nonene
Decane
Decene
Undecane
Undecene
Dodecane
Dodecene (2 isomers)
Tridecane
Tridecene (2 isomers)
Tetradecane
Tetradecene (2 isomers)

14. Pentadecane
15. Pentadecene (2 isomers)

Hexadecane
Hexadecene (2 isomers)

2.
J.
4.

6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

t6
l7

Heptadecane
Heptadecene
Heptadecadiene

Nonane
Nonene
Decane
Decene
Undecane
Undecene
Dodecane
Dodecene
Tridecane
Tridecene
Tetradecane
Tetradecene

Pentadecane
Pentadecene

i"*ud""ur"
Hexadecene

Heptadecane
Heptadecene

Octadecane
Octadecene

23.

Octadecane
Octadecene
Ethylcyclohexene
Propylcyclohexene
Butylcyclohexene
Pentylcyclohexene
Hexy lcyclohexene
Heptylcyclohexene

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
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Irradiation of:

Lard

Linolenic acid
methyl ester

Unoleic acid
methyl ester

Oleic acid
methyl ester

Sunflower seed oil

Alcohols

1-pentanol
l-hexanol
oct-1-en-3-ol
l-heptanol
1-octanol

Aldehydes

butanal
pentanal
hexanal
heptanal
hex-2-enal
octanal
hept-2-enal
nonanal
oct-2-enal

nonanal

Ketones

2-heptanone
2-octanone
2-nonanone
2-decanone
9-oxononanoic acid

9-oxononanoic acidr
I 2-oxododecanoic acidt

9-oxononanoic acid'
I 2-oxododecanoic acid t

9-oxononanoic acid'

9-oxononanoic acid

Table 3. Formation of volatile compounds after irradiation with 6 Mrad.

Identification: gas chromatography - mass spectrometry'

1. Methyl ester

The fragments could also be recovered as the aldehydic carboxylates 12-oxo

(rrans-10)dodecenoic acid and 9-oxononanate. These are typical of the formation

of secondary aroma substances, which according to physiological principles are

formed partly as protective agents and partly as wound hormones. Even at minute

concentrations, they give strong odours and tastes. The well known smell and taste of
grass are actually due to hexanal and hexenals. Some authors have found these

substances in apple juice and consider them characteristic, though they do not

occur in intact apples. Even if that conclusion is false, it goes to show a certain

habit or, in a legal sense, a certain expectation by the consumer, in so far as the

consumer is accustomed to the factory product and to its technological aroma.

Perhaps he even demands it.
Noteworthy is that radiation or heating of fats or model substances produces

oxygen containing fragments (Drawert, 1973), to some extent like those of enzym-

ic breakdown, as well as numelous hydrocarbons (Table 2, 3). Hence the reaction

mechanisms that produce these products could be at least partly alike, for instance

radical reactions.
our conception of the biological origin of plant aromas is summarized in Figu-

res 3-5 (Tressl et al., 1970).
Known pathways are almost adequate to explain the formation of fatty acids,

alcohols, esters and methylketones. Terpenes and terpene-like structures iue known

to play an extraordinarily large role among aroma substances. They provide classical

examples of the fundamental relation of chemical structure and biological effect.

Many terpenes display sensory properties and related physiological characteristics

l8



lo 9EIH .=

^p o€.. €

9E pd.s trU€ E

oo" H9E .:

fi: Etra N
i:i €
hi )<E-.i o'Eu idl! H

tro Z
5c ood E
-.lo o.: o
r.iX E

.o Ho€ =tio a

.99 d
>89
€.s .tOH S

5o

-itud_.
-H =dG
Eg o

q6 .SoP
lti !?3i 3E';i t
Q€ 9
tr€H
3 >d-d-E \/tr: E!

-ld,.i iio- 'ri
=
o:

.YH O. o
Xs tr

E8 H E

Es x ?
9>, ^ 6sH'y*
6* O
Hd .!
oo J>o o
CE :.' €
io ! :

-a E o
6t A E

,s s, -E .Etrio. ol €

@UFFz<UEz>oILd
z G_)o - u>o ? Er
o uirz>
FI<o
JI

o

@
FzUr
ZJo>Ll-
>fo co

Y OI
= 

uF
FU
JI

Y
J

i5Y,
oo .

," _6T-
al i S.-?-= E

o-r
IO

I
I

o5 P
o

ri4

o- o-r !
oI

19
l-)

f,{ ;
l--)ov<

z

6
c

lI
c

>:

o

I
c
o

o

E

:

OI
o

I

T

r

--___d

*_-1
T
o

X-o-I
It'

IIo- o-r

f

I
o-

IX

o:

z
Io
z

-a
oo

cIc
F

oc
!
F

I;
fo

c

E

o
!

-
x

aI

oo6 ol(J * +az=o,a t,lo-u I o---=
J __2+r t1
!I
O -Olr'r
U-- o-o-I
lro- o-

II'

I
o
z

o
f

a:
oo

o
I

o
I

o-o
Io

o
J

f

o

L
.c
F

u
F

c)o O$/ Eac
'<
rO
foootF

-U-I U
tXo- .lI

o

o

U
ts
G
F

Ul
FJ<o>o
<FFU]Y
o8

ut

U
zjo

()l
irU
1i -o-1 I

I.

I
O()

I'
Z- a-T

t9



R -cH; r13-o.,

R-CH2-cH2-cH2-c

MALONYL.ACP

Ez

H
tr

CO, ' 46P-5n

.-o
-s-AcP

E 4

..O

. SACP
HLcR

o
ll

-c -cHr- c

II

MULTIENZYME
COMPLEX

E+

HH
tl

R- C Hz- C=C -
ly

oH 
-o

R-Ct-t- c -cH,-cls-ecp
^,aOt's-AcP

E3

,t-

R -HC =Cn -Cn-z-ao
SACP

Fig. 4. Fatty acid spiral in plants: splitting. off of aroma components' From Compound I'

saturated fatty acids; from it + III, methylketones- and secondary alcohols; frlm IV' unsatu-

rated fatty acids, unsatura,"i aa"rrvo"r, rnsaturated alcohols, and 7-lactones. ACP, acyl carrier

protein;E,acyl-ACP:-uto,,Vt-ACpligase;E,B-oxoacetyl-ACP:NADHoxidoreductase;Et'
D_F-hydroxyacvl-,q,cp:NApipJ"o*iaor"a-""t".e;"Eo , o,B-dehydroacyl-ACP:NADH(NADPH) oxi-

doreductase.

with a certain structural specificity. Hops are known to contaia many terpenoids in

their aromatic oils, as well as the bitter substances'

Figure 6 shows a selection of monoterpenes and sesquiterpenes found in hop oil'

Theylan be explained as formed by synthesis from prenyl residues or by contribu-

tion of prenyl residues. The hop plant seems to be generally inclined towards

prenylation reactions. Since Riedel and his colleagues at our institute demonstrated

ihe structure of humulone and lupulone by total synthesis and since bitter substan-

ces are of considerable importance in the food and beverage industry, we examined

how hop bitter substances could be formed in the hop plant. Figure 7 lists the most

common bitter substances in hoP.
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Deoxyhumulone
Deoxycohumulone
Deoxyadhumulone
Deoxyprehumulone 1

Deoxyposthumulone I

Humulone
Cohumulone
Adhumulone
Prehumulone
Posthumulone

Lupulone
Colupulone
Adlupulone
Prelupulone
Posflupuloner

R: CH,CH(CH,),
R: CH(CH.),
R: CH(CH,)CHrCH.
R: CH,CHTCH(CH.),
R: CH,CH.

R:
R:
R:
R:
R:

R:
R:
R:
R:
R:

CH
CH

,cH(cH3)'
(CH.),

R
CH(CH.)CH,CH.
cH2cH2cH(cH3)'
CH,CH3

cH,cH(cH3)'
CH(CH:)Z
cH(cH3)cH'CH3
cH,cHrcH(CH3),

R

R

CH,CH3

I Not yet detected in hops.

Fig. 7. Scheme of the main bitter substances of hops.

If we lookupon the structural formulae of hop bitter substances (Fig. 7), we can
distinguish 3 structural elements.
l. The nucleus is a 6-cring, either aromatic or of cyclohexadiene form, with
various hydrogen atoms attached.
2. The terpenoid side-chain is alike in all three groups of bitter substances and can
be considered as prenyl residues (3,3-dimethylallyl or 3-methylbut-2-enyl). Deoxy-
humulone and humulone include prenyl groups on c-3 and c-5 of the ring, and
lupulone contains one more prenyl residue on C-3.
3. The acyl side-chain substances distinguished within each group of bitter com-
pounds, e.g. the lupulone group, includes isobutyryl, isovaleryl and 2-methylbutyr-
yl derivatives called colupulone, lupulone and adlupulone respectively.

we can now discuss whether the ring is built first and then substituted or
whether the acyl chain is synthesized before folding and ring formation. From the
evidence, we suspected the acyl chain to be formed first, especially since Mori
found that about 13 days after flowering leucine decreases. At this same time,
bitter compounds are being formed in the lupulin glands. Hence leucine can, after
transamination, serve as precursor for the acyl side-chain. We suspect that isovaler-
ate is the precursor for the acyl side-chain of lupulone, humulone and deoxyhumul-
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CH

HrC CHr
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COOH
I
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I
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l
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I
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I
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I

CH.
I
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H:C CHI
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(u-c14)

c00H
I

H2N-C-H

H.C CH,
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I

H,HC-C

Fig. 8. Incorporation of radioactively labelled compounds.

I

CH.
I

cHl

L-lsoleucine 2-Methylbutyric ocid
(u-c14)

one. Indeed after supplying of unlabelled propionate and isovalerate to whole hop
plants, the content of humulone increased.

Then we introduced the labelled compounds listed in Figure 8 into the stem of
hopvines with about 12 hops and 3 leaves. The stems were cut under water. After
8 h in the open exposed to sunlight, all the parts were homogenized with methanol
and the substances of interest, partly from the residue of evaporation, partly from
pentane extraction, were silylated with hexamethyldisilazan in dimethyl-forma-
mide. Only the reaction-radio-gas chromatography in an all-glass system yielded un-

ambiguous results. With [U-laClL-leucine, we demonstrated the transformation of
L-leucine to isovalerate and further transformation from 3-hydroxy-3-methylglu-
tarate to acetoacetate and acetate.
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Our results showed that L-leucine was incorporated into deoxyhumulone and
lupulone. We assume that the incorporation occurs as isovaleryl side-chain into the
bitter substances. Our grounds are as follows. We could detect the transformation
of L-leucine to isovalerate, which we consider as the real precursor of the acyl
side-chain. Introduction as prenyl side-chain (3-hydroxy-3-methylglutarate - mev-
alonate - deoxyhumulone or lupulone) seems most unlikely. We found no radio-
activity in deoxycohumulone, colupulone or ia an other bitter substance. It would
have been expected at least in colupulone, which is present in larger amounts than
lupulone in the hop variety used. Further there was no evidence that L-leucine was
built into the terpenes or phytosterins in the hops. If mevalonate were formed from
the L-leucine, activity would have appeared in squalene, since under the experi-
mental conditions we found that mevalonate was preferentially incorporated in
squalene. Since this was not so, we can conclude that the acetoacetate and acetate
derived from L-leucine can likewise not be precursors of prenyl residues, though
they could also be incorporated in the ring of the bitter substances. If this were so,
we would expect other bitter compounds to be labelled, at least colupulone, since
the c5 ring is common to all. Since this is not so, the incorporation of L-leucine
specifically in deoxyhumulone and lupulone can be easily explained in terms of
derivation of the acyl side-chain from isovalerate.

Test with Il- t4 C]isobutyrate showed incorporation in deoxyhumulone, cohum-
ulone, and colupulone; Il-laC]isovalerate was incorporated in deoxyhumulone,
humulone and lupulone. we also found an increased incorporation of the two
carboxylic acids, indicating that they are precursors of the acyl side-chain. In the
experiments with labelled isobutyrate and isovalerate, we found also in the radio-
grams substances of relatively high activity which only justs differ in gas-chrom-
atographic behaviour. They proved to differ only in the acyl residue, isobutyryl and
isovaleryl. These conclusions led to the recognition of two universal precursors. We
called these compounds CoX and X (Fig. 9).

We confirmed the structure of CoX and X by total synthesis. One can imagine
that once these compounds are formed simple reactions of CoX and X yield the

OH OH

HO H ,t{0

1-lsobutyryl-3-(3,7-dimethyl- t-lsovaleryl-3-(S,B-dimethyl-
allyl)-phloroglucin allyl)-phloroglucin

CoX X

Fig. 9. Universal precursor of hop bitter substances.

25



/
HaC - C.,

-6A
- CoA

El-l

Et

E3

R-paclt-f-cHr-

\-.*-('
Ho 

l,lotonyr-oA 
's-coA

" l-- ACP-SHL2 
l- CoA-SH

coz

COESN ACPSH

_ACP

R_
ztO

c's-AcP

I ACPSH

{o\s-R-
CoA

R- c-cHrc(o
d 's-AcP

ZrO
c.s-^cp

ACP O1

HO/
coz,

c--ctz-
ACPSH

//o
C'.S-nCP

o
5-Alkyl

o
-35 -diketo-volerYl-AC P

n)\r- "ru-4or-oe
coz, ACPSH

E3

R- 9- cllr-f- cH7-Q-
ooo

7-Alkyl-357 -triketo

cfl(os-ece
-heptonoyl-AC P

PB

OPP:

OH 1-AcYl:3.:PCenY-L:
ohloroolucin
>J-

R-C-
ll

cHr9-
o

y l-4 - prenyl-3,5,7- tri'ketoheptonoyl

-g- $rrc'(!rce
o

7-Alk

Fig. 10. Reaction pathways for synthesis of bitter substances in hops. E, , acetyl{oA carboxyl-
ase; Er, malonyl transacylase; E., acyl-ACP:malonyl-ACP ligase; CoA-SH, Coenzyme A; ACP,
acyl carrier protein.

26



-L'

LItl I

CH
H I

CH
+ t@

,t\--C
utia

o
OH

_H+
HO OH

1-Acyt-3-preny [-
phloroglucin

U O 0Ho

H H

HO H
+

H 6 HO o

Deoxyhumulone I

0Ho b +t-l
o

H

0H0

r
HO

lr o

i.\-*i,
H

I

0

I

t
OH TJ

I

?' H

HO n
o"

Lupu[o n e
H umutone

Fig. 11. Reaction pathways for synthesis of deoxyhumulone, humulone and lupulone from the
central intermediary.
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Co-components and the skeleton of the bitter substances. Single or double prenyla-

tion of the compound coX would produce deoxycohumulone and colupulone,
respectively. Monoprenylation and hydroxylation would yield cohumulone.

After proving the formation of isobutyrylacetate from [laC]acetate and [laC1iso-
butyrate, we proposed the synthetic pathway in Figure 10 for bitter compounds in
hops. The pathway begins with condensation of the carboxylate and malonate of
the acyl side-chaia. With carboxylase E1, acetylcoenzyme A is transferred to mal-

onylcoenzyme A, from which malonyl-ACP is formed with the action of transacy-

lase E2 and ACP.SH, where ACP is Acyl carrier Protein' here in the sulphydryl
form. with the enzyme 83, a ligase, the carboxyl residue (e.g. isobutyryl or isoval-

eryl residue) is attached, carbon dioxide being split off, forming a further energy-

rich intermediate, acylacetyl.ACP, which can again react with malonyl.ACP to

form 4-acyl-3-ketobutyryl.ACP, in other words 5-alkyl-3,5-diketovaleryl.ACP. One

could imagine t}rat prenylation directly ensues at this stage, but steric evidence

conflicts with this. More likely is a further extension of the chain to form 7-alkyl
-3,5,7-triketoheptanoyl.ACP where the alkyl may be either isopropyl or isobutyl.

Figure 10 shows that this compound could be now prenylated, particularly since

further condensation of malonyl.ACP does not occur. Ring formation can be envis-

aged as a splitting off of the ACPS- anion and a proton from c-6. The assumed

intermediate cyclohexa-2,4,6-trione structure tautomerizes to an aromatic struc-

ture, l-isobutyryl and isovateryl-3-prenylphloroglucin, which we identified as the

central precursors CoX and X (Fig. ll).
The l-acyl-3-prenylphloroglucin is then stepwise further prenylated. For steric

reasons, the second prenyl gloup is probably easier incorporated at C-5 than at

c-3, silce c-3 already has a 3,3-dimethylallyl residue. In a way, one can view the

deoxyhumulone formed as another universal precursor for lupulone and humul-

one. The third prenylation is a likely at c-3 as c-5. we can then envisage the
formation of lupulone and humulone either by tautomerization from deoxyhumul-

one (Path a) to Compound II or via the anion to Compound II (Path b). Com-

pound II is transformed by o-hydroxylation to humulone, such o-hydroxylation
being a commonly observed reaction in higher plants (Drawert & Beier, 1973,

1974a,b, c).

Relationships are more complex when different pathways share in the creation
of an aroma. This is true, for instance, of alcoholic beverages like cider, wine, or

GRAPES
P/PENESS

STAfE
coNDlftoN

TECHNOLOGY

AGING PROCESSES

GPAPE -
MUSf

WINE

EMATCL

YOUNG
WINE RIPENING,TECHNOLOGY

Fig. 12. Biological-technological sequence of wine.
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beer. Fermented drinks often contain some hgndreds of aroma components. Their
formation can perhaps best be understood, if we take the aroma as the end-product
of a 'biological' or 'biotechnological sequence' (Drawert & Rapp, 1966; 1967).

Figure l2 shows the biological sequence for wine.
This sequence begins in the plant, being determined by species and variety, and

its metabolism is influenced by conditions such as climate, soil and even fertilizers
(Drawert, 1974). Accordingly the components of grapes vary during development.

Table 4 shows the effect of nitrogen dressing on the content of free amino acids

in the grapes. Alongside ripening, grape processing, mashing and their importance

for the development of secondary aroma components, fermentation is particularly

affected by the amino acids. Nitrogen compounds enter the yeast's metabolism, so

- moxrmum
p9/t

3000

-meon

2soo -minimum

2000

1500

1000

Fig. 13. Mass concentration of 3-methylthiopropan-1-ol in different types of beer. A: clear
lrger; B: clear export beers; C: Pils beers; D: dietary beers; E: old-beers; F: wheaten beers.
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to say, with 'biochemical valence' in that they determine which aroma substances
are formed during fermentation.

We extended our earlier model trials on fermentation, to examine the formation
of volatile aroma components, with studies of methionine metabolism in yeast. We
demonstrated that methionine is essentially metabolized to methionol (3-methyl-
thiopropan-1-ol), aproduct ofthe Ehrlich reaction, whereby traces of other sulphur-
containing components are formed such as 3-methylthiopropionate and its ethyl-
ester and 3-methylthiopropyl acetate.

We estimated these sulphur compounds quantitatively in fermented beverages
and discovered that the concentration of methionol in wine and beer was of the
order mg.litre-l 1Fig. 13, l4), the same range as sulphur compounds of known

+
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Fig. 14. Mass concentration of 3-methylthiopropyl acetate in different types of beer. A: clear
Lager; B: clear export beers; C: Pils beers; D: dietary beers; E: stouts; F: wheaten beers.

A B D E F

31



importance for taste and smell (Schreier et al., 1974,1975).
Exact knowledge of the different members of a 'biological sequence' and the

linkage of biochemical reactions provide a basis for biotechnology, in the sense that
variation of the substrate and regulation of the conditions can radically alter the
end-product.
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r0m

ACETATE (I)
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n -XEXYL-
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r50 r00 HEPIENOT I2}
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h

Fig. 15. Relative mass of acetate esters and alcohols in banana discs at Ripeness Stage I. Ordi-
nate, percentage of internal standard. The upper gaph values on left apply to n-butyl + 2-pen-
tyl, and 3-methylbutyl acetate; on right to 2-methylpropyl, n-hexyl, and 2-heptenyl acetate. On
lower graph, values on left apply to 3-rnethylbutan-l-ol and l-hexanol; in the centre to 2-penta-
nol; on the right, to l-butanol, and hept{is4-en-2-o1.
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This presentation also indicates that addition of certain precursors during a
biological production process may influence .uoma more than addition of the aro-
ma substances themselves. This view and approach also allows us to exploit bio-
chemical and microbiological reactions for the stereoselective synthesis of compo-
nents with intense aroma properties. As illustrated by the 'biological sequence' of

P/,1

lo)
r5m

r000 r00
? - HgPIENYL a

a
. 3-uEtxvt-BUIvt-

. n-HEXYt -
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- \'I\

HEel f-

Bul A

500
HEXANOL -(l)

50
9€ \\1

5

h
Fig. 16. Relative mass of acetate esters and alcohols in banana discs at Ripeness Stage III.
ordinate, percentage of internal standard. on upper graph, values on left apply to 2-mlthyl-
propyl' r-butyl + 2-pentyl, and 3-methylbutyl acetate; on right to r-hexyi, and 2-heptenyl
ace,tate. on lower graph, values on left apply to 3-methylbutun--l-ol, and l-hexanol; centie leit
to 2-pentanol; centre right to hept-cl's4-en-2-ol; on right to l-butanol.
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pH5.2, at different climacteric stages of ripeness, initially acetate, butyrate and
alcohols decrease as a result of slicing and incubation. After 2 h, significant
amounts of aroma substances are formed. Figures 15 and 16 show the relation of
acetate and alcohols at the climacteric stage of ripeness (I) and after the climacter-
ium, when amounts of aroma substances are decreasing (III).
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h
Fig. 18. Incorporation of exogenous acetate at Ripeness Stage I. Ordinate as in Fig. 15. Values
on left apply to n-butyl + Z-pentyl (x 

- 
x), and 3-methylbutyl (o 

- o); on right to 2-methyl-
propyl (o 

- o), 2-hexyl (v 
- 

r), r-hexyl (+ 
- +) and 2-heptenyl acetate (r i ry.
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Methylketones such as 2-pentanone and 2-heptanone were synthesized at differ-
ent rates according to stage of ripeness (Fig. l7) (Drawert & Kiinanz, 1975).

Exogenous precursors were also partially convelted to aroma substances. As

Figures 18, 19 and 20 show, tissue slices are more suitable than homogenates fof
biosynthesis of aroma substances. In the homogenates of banana, breakdown reac-
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Fig. 19. Incorporation of exogenous butyrate, Ordinate as in Fig. 15. Values on left apply to
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x), and 3-methylbutyl butyrate (o 
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- 

t), 2-methylpropyl (o 
- 

o), and n-hexyl (+ 
- 

+); on right to 2-heptenyl buty-
rate (r 

- 
e).
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tions predominated over synthesis.
As is known, many microbes form aroma substances in suitable substrates and at

suitable stages of culture. We have contiaued trails with various microbes in differ-
ent media. one of the organisms we used was ceratocystis moniliformli, whose
ability to form aroma substances was demonstrated by Jim palmer and his collea-
gues at the 1972 symposium of the American chemical Society in New york.
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Table 5 summarizes the aroma substances so far isolated and identified from the

culture solution. As you will see, this microbe can synthesize a whole series of

structures, including terpenes (Drawert & Barton, in preparation)'

Table 5. Identified aroma substances isolated from a

liquid culture of Ceratocystis moniliformis-

2-Phenethyl acetate
(Isobutanol)
3-Methylbutan- l -ol
2-Phenylethanol
Isopentyl acetate
a C,u-Methyl ester
a C, ,-Methyl ester
6 -Nonalactone
6 -Dodccalactone
Hex-frazs- 3-en-1-ol
1-Heptanol
Linalool

o-Terpineol
Geraniol
2-Meth ylhep t-2-en-6-one
2-Nonanone
Propyl acetate
Isobutyl acetate
Geranyl acetate
Neryl acetate
a C,-Methyl ester
a Cr-Methyl ester

1-Nonalactone
2-Methylhept-2-en-6-ol
Nerol

Amoore, 1.8.,1962. Proc. Sci. Sect. Toilet Goods Assoc' Suppl' 37, 1: 13'

Amoorc, J. E., 1963. Nature (Londot) 198:271'
Amoore, J. E., i96?. Nature (London) 214: 1095'

Belitz, H.-D., 1973. Struktui und Geschmack-Bitterpeptide'^I.1:-K' {e.V11 !ea'), 
Aktuelle Pro-

bleme der Lebensmittetiech;;;d;. il;irage wissensctraftlicher Arbeitstagung, Institut fiir

i'"rr"r,r.g und Entwickluigaiiuluir""uGJsellschaft m.b.H. Z. Ernaehrungswiss' Suppl' 16,

p. ls0-158.
Drawert, F., 1g13. proc. int. Coll. Die Identifizierung von bestrahlten Nahrungsmitteln. Bundes-
- 'forsc'hungsanstalt 

fiir E;;hr""g, Karlsruhe, October l9?3. Euratom EUR 5126 d, e, f, i, n,

p.109.
Ora'weit, F., lg'14. In: A. D. Webb (ed.), Chemistry of Winemaking, Adv' Chem' Ser' 137'

American Chemical Society Washington DC.

Drawert, F. & H. Barton. [n preparation'
Drawert, F. & J. Beier, 1973. Brauwissenschaft 26: 35'7 '

Drawert, F. & J. Beier, 1974a. ChromatographiaT" 2T3'

Drawert, F. & J. Beier, 1974b. Phytochemistry 13: 2149'

Drawert, F. & J. Beier, l9?4c. Phytochemistry 13:2749'
bru*"rt, F. & H. J. Ktinanz, 192j. Chem. Mikrobiol' Technol' Lebensm' 3: 185'

Drawert, F. & A. Rapp, 1966. Vitis 5: 351'
Drawert, F. & R. Tressl, 1970. Erniihrungsumschau-l0: 392'

Drawert, F., A. Rapp & W. Ullemeyer , 1967 ' Yitis 6: 177 '
;;;;;;i; r., w. n"i.nunr, n. irnt,irgo & R. Tressl, 1965. Naturwissenschaften 52: 304.

Oru."rt, F., W. Heimann, n. p-t.i.t & R. Tressl, 1966' Liebigs Ann' Chem' 69.4:200'

Or"*"rt, F., W. Heimann, R. p.nt 
"ti", & R. Tressl, 1969 ' Z' Naturforsch' 20bl. 491 '

;;ii e.; iSO3- Ri""t,rtoff". r.,r Urfrrans Enzyklopiidie der technischen Chemie, 3rd edn, vol'

i+. UrUan & Schwarzenberg, Miinchen-Berlin, p' 690-716'
Merkel, D., lgi2. ni""frstofielWfB (Wissenschafiliche Tagebiicher). Akademie Verlag, Berlin;

Pergamon Press, Oxford; Vieweg & Sohn, Braunschweig'

Moncri"eff, R. W., t951. The Chemical Senses' L' Hill, Ltd' London'

Ohloff, G. & A. F. fno*"r, f iii.-Curtutton and Oifaction. Proc. Int. Symp. Firmenich 75th

anniversary. Academic Press, London, New York'

References

38



Ruys, A' H" 1962. L',ame des fruits. Berichte 4. Symposium der Internationalen Fruchtsaft-
_ - 

union (Fruchtaromen). Juris Verlag, Ziirich.
Schreier, P. & F. Drawert, 1974. Ctrem. Uitrotiol. Technol. Lebensm. 3: 154.
Schreier, P., F. Drawert & A. Junker, 1g74. Z. LebensmUnters. Forsch. lS4: 279.schreier, P., F. Drawert & A. Junker, 1975. Brauwissenschaft 2g: 73. -- " -'''
Shallenberger, R's., 1971. Molecular structure andrast_e.-In: ohloff &Thomas, r971,p.126.Tressl, R. & F. Drawert, 19'r-3.J. agric. Food Chem. 2l: 560.
Tressl, R., F. Drawert, w. Heimann & R. Emberger, lgio. z. LebensmUnters. Forsch. 144: 4_

39





Proc. int. Symp. Aroma Research, Zeist, 1975. Pudoc, Wageningen.

Biogenesis of volatiles in fruit and vegetables

R. Tressl, M. Holzer and M. Apetz

Institut fiir Chemisch-Technische Analyse der Technischen Universitiit Berlin,
I Berlin 65, Seestrasse 13, Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Abstract

A few hundred aroma compounds have been identified in fruits and vegetables by combined
gas chromatography and mass spectrometry.

Fruit volatiles are esters, alcohols, acids, lactones, carbonyls, terpene and sesquiterpene
compounds. The volatiles are produced during postclimacteric ripening by intact cells. Fruit
volatiles are derived from amino acid (Leu, Val, Ileu, Met, Phe), fatty acid and terpene metabo-
lism. Some of the biogenetic pathways were proved by labelling experiments with fruit slices
and ta C-labelled precursors.

Vegetables produce smaller amounts of volatiles. Intact cells of vegetables contain non-vola-
tile precursors (alkylcysteine sulphoxides, thioglucosides, linoleic and linolenic acids etc.) which
are split into volatile components by enzymic reactions during homogenization. Thio com-
pounds and carbonyls are predominant volatiles in vegetables like garlic, onion, radish, cucum-
bers and tomatoes. Reaction pathways are discussed.

Introduction

The object of most flavour research has been to identify the volatiles responsible
for the characteristic flavour and aroma of foodstuffs. The increasing 'Lists of Vola-
tiles in Food', edited by van Straten & de Vrijer (1973) have shown that adequate
methods for separation and identification of traces of these volatile compounds are
now available, and are more and more used. A rewarding area of future research will
be the assessment of the contribution of identified components to any flavour. The
mode of biochemical reactions between functional groups of flavour-bearing com-
pounds and the human receptor cells is still unknown in detail (Boekh, 1974).
Capillary gas chromatography and mass spectrometry together with sensory evalua-
tion has resulted in the identification of character-impact substances from many
fruit and vegetables. As yet little is known about the pathways and control mecha-
nisms in the synthesis and accumulation of substances. Such knowledge would allow
us to enhance the production of desirable flavours and reduce or eliminate the
production of off-flavours. Let us try to piece together the fragmentary knowledge,
and, sometimes speculatively, update our knowledge on the biogenesis of volatiles
in fruit and vegetables.
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Biogenesis of volatiles in fruit

The typical flavour compounds of fruit such as apples, pears, bananas, and

peaches are not produced during growth, nor are they present at harvest. Flavour in
these fruit is produced during a short ripening period, related to the climacteric rise

Fig. l. Biosynthesis of fruit volatiles.
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ir respiration (Heinz et al., 1965; Romani & Ku, 1966; Drawert et al., 1972; Tressl &
Jennings, 1972). Many of these substances are produced by biosynthesis. The grow-
ing unripe fruit synthezises macromolecules such as proteins, polysaccharides, lipids
and flavonoids by breakdown of carbohydrates, synthezised by photosynthesis in
the leaves. The preclimacteric fruit produce small amounts of ethylene which is
recognized as a 'ripening hormone', and is obviously derived from methionine (Lie-
bermann et al.,1966).

Ethylene induces biochemical, physical, and chemical changes in colour, texture,
permeability of membranes and an increase in amounts of some proteins and en-
zymes (Biale, 1964; Hansen, 1966). The metabolism of the fruit changes. Cata-
bolism predominates, decreasing the amounts of polysaccharides, oligosaccharides,
and fruit acids. One of these changes is the production of volatiles. Figure I sum-
marizes possible pathways in the production of aroma substances in fruit. Some of
these proposed pathways were investigated by radioactive labelling experiments
with fruit slices at different stages of ripening.

According to Heinz et al. (1965), Romani & Ku (1966), Drawert etal.(1912),
Tressl & Jennings (1972) and Jennings & Tressl (1974), the production of volatiles
in ripening pears, apples and bananas is initiated by the climacteric rise in respira-
tion, reaching maximum values in the postclimacteric ripening phase, This is shown
for some pear volatiles (Fig. 2). Bartlett pears that had been subjected to normal
commercial processes (harvested green-ripe and stored for 60 days at 4 oC) were
ripened in a glass chamber at 25 "C in continuous flow of filtered air. The entrained
volatiles were trapped on an organic polymer absorbant Porapak Q from sequential
samples of air, and recovered for gas chromatography. Peak areas, determined by

G
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Fig. 2. Rates ofindividual volatiles from ripening Bartlett pear.

43

h-aU|YL ACETATE

e
a - FARiIESEN€

o

E

40

A

n-HEXYL
ACE

i
,l



3-IIYDROXY-3 METHYL-
GLUTARYL - CO A

ALONATE.S- PP

ACETYL.CoA

H3c-c'::-coA ETHYLACETATE
PROP-YL ACETATE
BUTYL ACETAT E
AMYLACETATE
HEXYLACETATE

9Hl
C=O

Cx,
!--ov. 

S-Co A
AcETOAC ET YL-CoA

RO

H3c-c':3_R

2AT
2A

H

H2
-oH

TP
Pi

P FARNESENE

OI METYLAL tYL- PP

43 tsopeNtENYt--PP

-0-P -0-P
F

H

P
P

GERANYL- PP PPi

P -P-o-P

Fig. 3. Possible biosynthetic pathway in Bartlett pear after the respiratory peak.

digital integration and corrected by internal standards, show that the esters n-butyl
acetate aod n+rexyl acetate and o-farnesene are produced at rates that vary cyclical-
ly. The cycles are out of phase, and some control mechanism seems to alternately
activate (or inhibit) the production of terpene and of acetate esters. The biogenesis
of volatiles in fruit is a dynamic system.

Figure 3 shows a possible biosynthetic pathway in postclimacteric Bartlett pears.

The flavour-bearing decadienoate esters may be explained by p-oxidation of linoleic
acid as outlined recently (Fig.  ). Radioactive labelling tests supporting this hypo-
thesis are in progress. Sixty compounds so far have been isolated from Bartlett
pears by Jennings & Tressl (1974),9 acetate esters, 4l Qs to Cra esters of different
deglees of unsaturation, and 7 primary alcohols. All volatiles in Bartlett pears may
be explained by p-oxidation of saturated or unsaturated acids (Lynen, 1965; Stof-
fel, 1966). The enzyme complex catalysing p-oxidation is sited in the mitochondria
and is inactivated during disintegration of the plant material.

Conversion of mevalonic acid into monoterpenes and sesquiterpenes

According to Bruemmer (1972) terpenoids, constituting a major class of flavour
compounds in citrus fruit, are probably synthesized in the juice sac from mevalonic
acid via isoprenoid pyrophosphates (Fig. 3 ). Labelling experiments with [ 14 C]meva-

44



CoA

L i not.yt- CoA

t o
S -CoA

Mcthyt ond Ethyt
cis-4 0.ccnootc

O 

-

'S-CoA
n-ox!

t
VrA-J:AAc:!_

R

Mclhyl ond Ethyl
cis-5,cis-8
Tctr odccodi enoote

Er= A3cis- 75?trons E NOYL- Co A

I SOMERASE
E2=AcYL-coA

DEHYDROGENASE

-CoA

n- ox -{

AAAAz\:!-,
M.thyl ond Ethyl
trons-2,c is-6
Oodccrnoo t c

------------:> AA/1Ac"o
FAD-! - 

.S-CoA

raonfltz

A*T\A'r3-.oo

AA/:Vc:!-,
M.thyt,Ethyt, Propyt,
Butyl ond Hexyt
ttons-l,cis-(
DGcodi. nootc

Fig. 4. Reaction scheme for production of unsaturated esters by B-oxidation of linoleic acid.

lonic acid have shown that linaloyl pyrophosphate is the major product and is
supposed to be a key intermediate in ring formation of monoterpenes in citrus. In
tracer studies with peppermint cuttings, croteau (1972) showed that the sites of
monoterpene and sesquiterpene synthesis were probably compartmented within the
oil glands. Incorporation of I lac]mevalonic acid via monoterpenes and sesquiter-
penes is shown. The isomerization of geranyl pyrophosphate to neryl pyro-
phosphate and ring formation as neryl pyrophosphate seem to be key steps in the
synthesis of cyclic monoterpene in peppermint. So far little is known about the
enzymes catalysing ring formations and rearrangements of terpenes.

conversion of chain-branched amino acids (L-leucine, L-isoleucine, L-valine) tnto
volatiles

Methyl-branched aliphatic esters, alcohols and acids may be explained by the
conversion of L-leucine, L-isoleucine and L-valine (Fig. l). Many of the major
aroma components of banana are branched-chain esters and alcohols (wick et al.,
1969; Tressl et al., 1970). 3-Methylbutyl ester, 3-methylbutanoates and 3-methyl-
butan-l-ol are derived from L-leucine, the 2-metrylpropyl esters, the 2-methyl-
propanoates and 2-methylpropan-l-ol from L-valine as shown in labelling experi-
ments with postclimacteric banana slices and radioactively tabelled precursors.
The results and methods have been reported in detail (Tressl et al., 1970);
some results of the conversion of [u-lac]t-teucine into volatiles by postclimac-
teric banana slices are summarized in Table l. After the climacteric rise in
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respiration, the mass fraction of free leucine and valine increased from 50

to 150 mg per kg, whereas L-isoleucine and other amino acids remained con-

stant (Drawert et a1., 1970). The labelling tests showed that leucine is transformed

via 2-oxo-4-methylpentanoic acid into both 3-methylbutyl esters and 3-methyl-

butanoates. The enzymes involved are sited in the mitochondria. The amino acid is

Table la. Conversion of IU-roClL-leucine into volatiles by postclimacteric banana slices.r

Distribution of radioactivity between the
volatile components (%)

I

2

3

4

5

6
7

8

Ethyl acetate
3-Methylbutanal
2-MethylbutYI acetate
Methyl 3 - m e t h Y lb u t a no a t e2

Ethyl butanoate
n-Butyl acetate
Dthyl 3 - me t h y lb u t an oa t e

3-Methylbutyl acetate
3-Methylbutan-1-ol
2-Methylpropyl 3 - met hy lbutanoat e

3 - Methylbut yl 2-methylbutanoate
r-Butyl butanoate
2-Pentyl butanoate
3-Methylbut yl butanoate
3 - Methylbut yl 3 -methylbutanoat e

Methyl 2 -o xo-4-methy lp entanoat e

r-Hexyl butanoate
3 -Met hylb utyl hexanoate
Z-Heptyl 3 -met hY lbutanoat e

4-Hepten-2-yl 3 -met hy lb utanoat e

3-Methylbutanoic acid

0.5

1.1

0.1

2.4

16.03
18.0

1.9

10.0

10.0
9.0
4.0

25.0

2.0

9
l0
11
t2

l3

1. Mass and dimensions of banana discs: 40 g (3 mm x 20 mm); incubation time: 3 h;precur-

sor: IU-'4C]L-leucine, activity 50 ptCi; radioactivity recovered in the aroma extact 0.5%.

2. In italics: part of the molecule where the radioactivity
3. In italics: major radioactive volatiles.

is located.

Table lb. Conversion of [U-toc]L-leucine in 0.4 M saccharose solution into
volatile components by postclimacteric banana tissue slices.r

Distribution of radioactivity between the volatile components after saponifi-

cation of the aroma extract (%\

Alcohols (47% of total) Acids (53% of total)

2-Methylbutan-1-ol
1-Butanol
3-Methylbutan-1-ol
2-Heptanol
1-Hexanol

Acetic acid
Butanoic acid
3-Methylbutanoic acid
Hexanoic acid
2-Oxo4-methylpentanoic acid

0
0

76.0
23.0

1.0

0.1
1.7

35.0
1.2

62.0

1. Mass and dimensions of banana discs: 40 g (3 mm x 20 mm); incubation
time: 3 h; precursor: [U-taClL-leucine, activity 50 pCi; radioactivity recovered

in the aroma extract 0.57o.
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first transaminated to the 3-keto acid which is oxidized and decarboxylated to the
corresponding 'activated' aldehyde bound to thiamine pyrophosphate. The key
substance for the biosynthesis of 3-methylbutanoates is supposed to be 3-methyl-
butyryl-CoA derived from the 'activated' aldehyde via lipoic acid. The key sub-
stance for the formation of 3-methylbutyl esters, 3-methylbutan-l-ol is formed by
enzymic reduction of the aldehyde. The reaction is analogous to the transformation
of pyruvate into acetyl-CoA and ethanol, respectively. In apples (Drawert et a1.,

1972) and strawberries (Tressl et al., 1969), the major branched-chain components
are derived from L-isoleucine.

Conversion of L-phenylalanine and tyrosine into aroma substances

The aromatic amino acids phenylalanine and tyrosine are known to be derived
from carbohydrates via 3-deoxy-D-arabinoheptulosonate-7-phosphate, shikimic
acid, chorismic acid and prephenic acid (Metzner,1973). Phenylalanine is supposed
to be a key intermediate in the biosynthesis of phenyl propane derivates (Fig. 5).

Some of the enzymes involved in the transformation of phenylalanine into
phenolic acids have been isolated and characterized by Pridham (1965), Russel &
Lonn (1969), Shimida et al. (1970), and Vaughan & Butt (1969). Labelling tests
with banana slices and [1- 14C]phenylalanine (chain labelled) have shown labelling
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Fig. 5. Pathways for formation ofphenolic acids and phenol ethers in banana.
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I
2
J

4
5
6
1

Table 2a, Conversion of [2-t4C]L-phenylalanine into aroma components by
banana slices.r

Distribution of radioactivity between
volatile compo nents (%)

2-Phenylethanol
Eugenol
Eugenyl methyl ether
2-Phenethyl acetate
2-Phenethyl butanoate
Elimicin
5-Methoxyeugenol

l. Mass and dimensions of banana discs: 50 g (3 mm x 20 mm); incuba-
tion time: 5 h; radioactivity recovered in the aroma extract 0.56%.

Table 2b. Conversion of [1-t1C]caffeic acid into phenolic ethers by banana
slices. I

Distribution of radioactivity between
6 aroma components (%)

slices sucrose solution

67
0
0

23
l0
0
0

1

)
3
4

6

Peaks eluted before
eugenyl methyl ether
Eugenyl methyl ether
Eugenol
Elimicin
5-Methoxyeugenol
Peaks eluted after
5-Methoxyeugenol

6.0
10.0
14.0
12.0
6.0

't.0
5.5

5 3.0
0

10.s

24.052.0

l. Mass and dimensions of banana discs: 50 g (3 mm x 20 mm); incuba-
tion time: 5 h. Radioactivity recovered in the pentane/ether extract of
slices: 0.5%, in that of the sucrose solution: l.O%;radioactivity of unmeta-
bolized caffeic acid in the extract of slices: 0.45%l in that of sucrose
solution: 0.90%.

of phenolic ethers with an allyl system. [l-14c]caffeic acid was converted into
eugenyl methyl ether, eugenol and elimicia by postclimacteric banana discs (Ta-

ble 2). [2- 14C]phenylalanine is converted into 2-phenylethanol, phenethyl acetate
and phenethyl butanoate as shown in Table 2.

In strawberries, the identified methyl and ethyl cinnamates (Tressl et al., 1969)
mkht be derived by the pathway shown in Fig. 5.

Conversion of fatty acids into volatile components

Many of the aliphatic esters, alcohols, acids and carbonyls may be explained by
fatty acid metabolism as summarized in Fig. 1. We investigated the conversion of
lac-labeled Cu to Cre fatty acids by fruit slices in the preclimacteric, climacteric
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and postclimacteric ripening phases (Tressl et a1., 1970; Tresst & Drawert, l97l;
Tressl et al.,1973; Tressl & Drawert, 1973). Acetate and butanoate were converted
into acetate and butanoate esters by postclimacteric discs. Hexanoate, octanoate
and decanoate were transformed into esters (Fig. 6). c6 to c 1e acids were reduced
to the corresponding alcohols, which also undergo transacylation to esters. Besides
the acids are metabolized to lower acids by a-oxidation and p-oxidation. [8- 

laC]oc-
tanoate is converted into l-octanol and 4-hepten-2-o1 by climacteric and post-
climacteric banana slices, and into l-octanol and 2-heptanone by postclimacteric
strawberry discs. The results and methods have been reported (Tressl et al.,1973)
IU-laC]hexadecanoic acid was not converted into volatile constituents by banana
or strawberry slices. The results demonstrate that exogeneous Co to Cro fatty acids
are metabolized by climacteric and postclimacteric slices by B-oxidation and
a-oxidation, but the conversion into esters could only be demonstrated with post-
climacteric tissue slices. This transformation may be explained by a reaction scheme
(Fie. 6).

Biogenesis of volatiles in vegetables

If we compare the aroma substances identified in fruit and vegetables, we find
some remarkable differences. Apples, pears, bananas, strawberries and peaches re-
lease a lot of volatiles during ripening and storage. Esters, alcohols, carbonyls and
terpenes are the predominant compounds. when we inhibit the enzymes of a ripe
fruit during homogenization, enrich the volatiles by liquid-liquid extraction with
pentane and ether and investigate the aroma concentrate by capillary gas chromato-
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graphy and mass spectrometry, we separate and identify a hundred or two hundred
components. These are real metabolites produced by intact tissues at a definite
ripening stage.

Thio components and carbonyls are the predominant volatiles in most vegetables
(Johnson et al., l97la, b). If we investigate the volatiles of intact tissues by in-
hibiting the enzymes during homogenization, we only detect a few fatty acids or
other substances with higher boiling temperature. Normally the intact tiszues of
vegetables only contain non-volatile precursors, which are separated from appropri-
ate enzymes. During homogenization the tissues are destroyed and the non-volatiles

Fig. 7. Synthesis ofvegetable volatiles.
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are transformed into volatiles. These reactions are catalysed by enzymes (Fig. 7).Sometimes precursors may be sprit by chemicar reactions auring ttr" process ofheating.
consequently, the formation of volatiles in fruit and vegetables is quite diffe_rent' Volatiles in fruit are derived from pathways in the intaci tissues during a shortphase of ripening. The regulation may be due to plant hormones, or cyclic AMp,but is still unknown. Intact tissues of vegetabres synthesize non-voiatiles, which aresplit by appropriate enzymes during crushing of the prant material. The non_vola_tiles are s-alkylcysteinesulphoxides, thioglucosinolates and unsaturated fatty acids,which are transformed into volatile thio components and carbonyls. of course thereare exceptions where typical aroma substances are formed in the intact tissues. Thephthalides and selinenes in celery (Gord & wilson, 1963), 2-methoxy-r-isobutyl

pyrazine in bell pepper (Buttery et al., 1969) or 2-isobutyl thiazole in tomatoes(Kazeniac & Hall, 1970) are examples.

Formation of thio compounds

Enzymic splitting of sdkyl and srlkenybl-cysteinesulphoxides into volatiles

The typical aroma substances of Ailium species are produced by enzymic split-ting of the non-volatile s-alkyl and s-alkenylcysteinesulphoxides. The responsible

g fH.
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Fig.-8. Enzymic splitting of S-alkyl-L_cysteine
sulphoxides in the formation of aroma com_
pound,s in Alliun species.
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enzymes are c-s lyases (alliinases) which are separated from their substrates in the

intact tissues. The precursors, the enzymes and the products were investigated by

Stoll & Seebeck (L9 49, I 95 I j, virtan en (19 62),Carson (19 67), and Schwimmer &

Friedman (1972).

Garlic (Allium sativum) s-allyl-L-cysteinesulphoxide is the non-volatileprecur-

sor of garlic flavour as shown by Stoll & Seebeck (1951). C-s lyases (alliin allyl-

sutphen-ate lyase, EC 4.4,1.4) catalyse the transformation of the odourless precursor

into sulphur-containing volatiles which are responsible for the typical flavour of

gartic. rire primary sulphur-containing compound is considered to be a sulphenic

Icid (Fig. g)-. Two molecules of the instable sulphenic acid presumably combine to

form one molecule of allyl thiosutphinate (allicin), the active odour principle of

fresh garlic. The thiosulphinates can undergo disproportionation to allyl disulphide

andallylthiosulphonates,whicharethepredominantthiocomponentsinhomo-
genized garlic. During this chemical reaction allyl trisulphides and allyl tetrasulph!

des may be formed' 
-,,I-hnvirre nroved to 'r garlic' It is

S-mltiryl-L-cysteine sulphoxide proved to be another precursor x

decomposedanalogouslytoaimettrytdisulphide,methylthiosulphonaleandmixed
allylmethylpolysulphidesidentifiedingarlic(Brodnitz&Pascale,l97l;Brodnitz
et al., 1971).

onion (Altium cepa) The situation in onions is more complicated than in garlic'

virtanen (1962), identified s-methyl, s-propyl and s-prop-l-enyl-L-cysteinesul-

phoxidesaSaromaprecursors.Thealkylcysteinesulphoxidesaretransformedinto
thecorrespondingdisulphidesandthiosulphonates(Fig.8).Theprecursorofthe
lachrymatory facior in onion is s-prop-1-enyl-L-cysteinesulphoxide- It decomposes

topropenylsulphenicacid,withattuf-'au"timeof90s'Propenylsulphenicacidcan
then undergo rearrangement to form the more stable isolatable thiopropanal-

S-oxide.Thiscomponentisbelievedtobethelachrymatot.Thepropenyl.cysteine.
sulphoxideisfurthertransformedintoclsandtransmethylpropenyldisulphides,cis
andtranspropylpropenyldisulphides,clsandtransdipropenyldisulphidesafldinto
thecorrespondingtrisulphides(Boelensetal',1971).Thecarbonylcompounds
identified,propanal,2-methylpentanaland2-methylpent-2-ena|,mayarisefrom
chemical reactions of thiopropanal-S-oxide and puryvic acid as postulated by virta-

nen (1962).
According to Boelens et al. (1971), the propylthiosulphonates smell strongly

and distinctly of freshly cut onions. The propyl and propenyl disulphides and

trisulphides iaste of cooked onions. 2,4 arld 3,4-dimethylthiophenes which are

formed during the heating of dipropenyl disulphides are responsible for the flavour

of fried onions. The biosynthesis of the propenylcysteinesulphoxide was investi-

gated by Schwimmer & Friedman (1912)' According to Schwimmer & Guadagni

(1968),theS-substituentisderivedfromtheaminoacidL-valinevia2.oxo-3-
methylbutanoate,2-methylpropenoate,andS{2-carboxypropyl)-L-cysteine'Inripe
onions, part of the flavour pi""rrro6 may be bound as 7-glutamyl peptides (f-L-glu-

tamyl-S-propenylcysteinesulphoxides).TranspeptidaseandC-Slyasesallowflavour
productlon. The corresponding L-cysteinesulphoxide lyases have an optimum at
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alkaline pH values (Schwimmer & Friedman, 1972). s-Methyl-cysteinesulphoxide
was also detected in radish root.

Enzymic genesis of volatiles from glucosinolates (thioglucosides)

Almost all vegetables containing glucosinolates belong to the family cruciferae(Van Etten et al., 1969). Today there are 50 identified glucosinolates of different
structure, many characterized by Ettlinger & Kjaer (196g). Glucosinolates are non_volatile flavour precursors which are hydrolysed to volatiles when the plant is
crushed' Hydrolysis is catalysed by glucosinolases produced in the plant. Some of
the released components are progoitrins and form substances such as 5-vinyloxazo-
lidine-2-thione (goitrin), a strong antithyroid agent (Greer, 1962).

Radtsh (Raphanus sativus) The radish is widely known both as food and as an
old remedy for ailments of the liver and bile. Not surprisingly many attempts have
been made to isolate and identify the pungent principre of radish. In l93l Hei_
duschka and Zwergel postulated structure l (Fig. 9) for a component which they
isolated from 50 kg of fresh radish by distillation. In l94g Schmid and Karrer
demonstrated in radish a thioglucoside that was hydrolysed to an rsothiocyanate towhich Structure 2 was assigned. Friis & Kjaer (1966) extracted radish roots with

Heiduschka & Zwergel (1931 )

I HjC-(CH2)j-S-CH.CH-bHlr-N=C=S

Schmid & Korrer ( tg4g )
o
?rI H3C-S- cH=CH-CHz-CH2-N=C= S

Iil HSC cHz

C'/ \
I

H

Friis & Kjoer (1966)

H
I

c &= C:S
CH/\s'l \

H

C. CHz
\,/\'CHz 'rV:C:S

Fig.9. Proposed chemical structures of the pun-
gent principle in radish root.

H

ftc t:
\r/
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methanol and isolated a component, which was purified by gas chromatography'

Structure3wasconfirmedbyinfrared,nuclearmagneticresonanceandmassspec-
trometry.Thequotientoftranstocl.sisomerwas4:l'AccordingtoFriis&Kjaer
4-methylthio-3-butenyl-isothiocyanate,thepungentprincipleofradish'isreleased
from a non-volatile glucosinolate by glucosinolases in disintegrated plant material'

After inhibition of the enzymes-with methanol during homogenization to mini-

mize enzymic reactions, we extracted the volatiles with pentane and methylene

chloride and obtained an extract with the characteristic odour of freshly cut radish'

when we extracted without enzyme inhibition, the extract lacked the characteristic

pungency, but had the unpleasant odour of methanethiol'

Fig. l0 shows a gas chiomatogram of the radish extract with enzymic hydrolysis

inhibited. The analysis was performed with two selective detectors' In the upper

chromatogram, the nitrogen-iensitive AFID detector shows only components con-

taining nitrogen. The sulphur-containing components are recorded with a sulphur-

selective detector as described by Brody & Chaney (1966)'

Fig.l0demonstratesthatPeakslto5containonlysulphurcompoundswhereas
peaks 6 to l0 contain nitrogen as well as sulphur components. They were enriched

andpurifiedbypreparativegaschromatographyandcharacterizedbymassspectra,
the more abundant .o*po,J'tt also by infrared spectra' The results are shown in

Fig. 10. Gas chromatograms of aroma extract of radish. upper chromatogram: nitrogen-sensi-

tiv"e detector, lower chiomatogram: sulphur-sensitive detector'
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Table 3. Formation ofvolatile thio compounds in radish. Extraction anarysis.

Compound M

159

159

161

173

147

127

127

t29

126

Relative peak area

I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

\t\Ar,tt=C=S

l.:1rt't=C=5
\a\,a,rzN:C-S

^v.^r\lN= 
c=s

,tsa'ar,zH=c=s

\r$zc=H
,\-1zc-H
\A,a;c=N
ctt-s-s-s-cH!

enzyme inhibited

I 150

340

110

40

t5

340

10

l1

0

enzyme uninhibited

r20

0

39

t0

4

0

0

120

Table 3. The most abundant component in radish root is trans4-methylthio_3_
butenyl lsothiocyanate as demonstrated by Friis & Kjaer (1966). The known crsisomer and (another) four more methylthioalkyl-substituted rsothiocyanates havebeen identified besides three nitriles (Table 3). According t" f.il, A Kjaer, thethioglucosinolase reaction in radish causes rapid decomposition of the glucosino-
lates. Therefore the non-volatile precursors may be partly transformed into isothio-
cyanates and nitriles in the mature plant. Homogenization without inhibition of the
enzymes considerably decreases the amount of rsothiocyanates and nitriles. Duringthis decomposition considerable amounts of volatile thi,o components are formed.
Table 3 shows that the methylthioalkenyl ethers are decomposed faster than themethylthioalkyl ethers. According to Bohlmann et al. (1963i methylthiene ethers
are unstable and can be transformed into methanethiol and aldehydes. At least fiveof the glucosinolates are transformed into volatiles when the pta.rt is crushed. Theglucosinolates are hydrolysed to unstable aglycones (thiohydroxamic-o-sulpho_
nates), which rearrange to lsothiocyanates and nitriles. During this reaction themethylthioalkenyl ether components may be transformed into methanethiol anddimethyl disulphide. The functional group of isothiocyanates is hydrorysed to car-bonyl sulphide' coS. Fig. 1'1 shows reactions thSt could explain the decompositionof the most abundant precursor.

cabbage (Brassica species) rn Brassica foods, such as cabbage and cauriflower,
s-methylcysteinesulphoxide is a known precursor leading to dimethyl disulphide
during the crushing and heating of the plant as shown in Tabtes + ani s. Baley etal. (1961) and Macleod & Macleod (1970), identified some nitriles and isothio-
cyanates that might be formed during the disintegration of the plant. we investi_
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.!H cH5S-S-cH. cH3S-S-S-cH,

Fig.11.Possible reactions explaining the formation of volatiles in disintegrated radish root'

E = enzyme.

Table 4. Formation of volatile thio compounds in vegetables (mg/kg). Headspace analysis' A:

enzyme inhibited; B, enzyme not inhibitetl, l0 min, ioom temperature; C: enzyme not inhib-

ited, 10 min, 100'C'

S=C=O CH3-S-H CH3-CH,-S-H cH3-S-S-CH3 cH3-S-CH3

CH

Radish
A 0.4
B 360.0
c 300.0

Cabbage (white)

0.05
39.0
87.0

0.1 8
0.14
7.00

0.2
80.0

160.0

0.7
15.4
8.2

n.d.
n.d.
0.14

0.01
0.28
5.0

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

0.06
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.

8.20

n.d.
n.d.

3.3

0.04

n.d.
n.d.

0.46

A
B
C

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
26.0

n.d.

36.0

Asparagus

Celery

Tomato

A
B
C

A
B
C

n.d.
n.d.

0.02

A
B
C

0.03
0.04
0.04
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n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
0.04

n.d. = not detectable.



Table 5. Formation of volatile thio compounds in cabbage. Extraction analysis.

Compound M Relative peak area

I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

l0

11

t2

99

113

129

143

147

67

81

115

94

126

158

140

VArzN=C=S

\A,,u-c=s

1,\,t:.-5,
V\,^\/N=c:s
,z\A,zN=c=s

Z\./c=N

\Azc=N

,&/^./C=N

cq-s-s-ct{t

cHr-S-S-S-Ct-L

cH!-s-s-s-s- cH3

ct-s-s-s-cHr-cH!

enzyme inhibited

46.2

27.0

2.0

2.5

3.0

11.0

8.0

6.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

enzyme uninhibited

1 1.0

1.0

0.0

4.0

4.0

1.0

1.0

6.0

16.0

6.0

3.0

1.5

gated the formation of volatiles in cabbage as for radish. The results are summarizedin Table 5. In the enzyme-inhibited extracts, six rsothiocyanates and three nitrileswere identified by comparing the mass spectra with published spectra. only smallamounts of carbonyl surphide and dimethyl sulphide were detected as surphur_con_taining components of low boiling temperature. In the uninhibited extracts, theamounts of isothiocyanates and nitriles diminished considerably, *h"..u, carbonylsulphide and dimethyl sulphide increased. There is a similar hydiorysis of grucosino_
lates to sulphur-containing volatiles as in radish. As there u."".ro -.trrylthioalkenylether precursors in Brassica, no methanethiol is formed during the crushing of theplant. Dimethyl sulphide, trimethyr and tetramethyl sulphides and a methyl ethyltrisulphide were identified as shown in Table 5.

Formation of dimethyl sulfide by splitttng of methylmethionine-sulphonium ions

Methylmethionine sulphonium salts, first identified by chailenger & Hayward(1954) in asparagus, seem to be common methionine derivates in manyvegetables
and other plants. During heating the precursor decomposes to dimethyr sulphide inthe disintegrated material as shown in Tabre 4. Dimethyl sulphide has a character_istic flavour quality to a threshold mass fraction of 0. I to 0.2 x i0-t. This reaction
leads to a principal aroma constituent in asparagus (Ney & Freytag, D7,), ncanned
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tomato juice (Kazeniac & Hall, 1970), and contributes to the flavour of canned or

cooked vegetables.

Othersulphur-containingaminoacidssuchasmethionine,methylcysteineand
cysteine ur" 

"lro 
transformed into sulphur-containing volatiles during heating' The

,olutil", are formed in Maillard reactions (Tressl et al', 1975)'

In a similar manner methylcysteine and methionine are transformed into metha-

nethiol, dimethyl disulphide, into ttre Strecker aldehydes, the correspondiag alco-

hols and thioethers. cysteine and cystine are transformed iato H2 S and acetal-

dehyde by Strecker degradation forming thiophenes' thiazoles and other sulphur-

containing heterocyclic-compounds at higher temperatures. The Strecker aldehyde

of methionine (methional) is known to be the principal aroma constituent of cook-

ed potatoes.

Formatton of carbonyls and alcohols by enzymic splitting of unsdturated fatty

acids

Linoleic and linolenic acid are non-volatile potent flavour precursors in vege-

tables and fruit. During crushing of the plant, the polyenoic acids, possessing a

cu, cls_pantadienesysteri, are transformed via g or l3-hydroperoxy-octadecadienoic

(ortrienoic) acid into satuiated and unsaturated carbonyls, alcohols and oxo acids' The

reactionneedsoxygenandiscatalysedbyalipoxygenasesystem(EC1.13.ll.l2).

Cucurnberlnvestigatingtheenzyme-inhibited,methylatedaromaextractof
cucumbers by gas chromatography and mass spectrometry' we have-only identified

fatty acids. The predominant components aie hexadecanoic, oleic, linoleic and

linolenic acids. The concentrate has no characteristic flavour. Assay without inhibi-

tion of the enzymes yields an aroma extract with a strong characteristic flavour of

freshlycutcucumbers.Gaschromatographyandmassspectrometryofthenon-
enzyme-inhibited extract strow conside."bl" d"...ute in the amounts of linoleic

and linolenic acid while 6 to 10 components of lower boiling temperature appear in

the chromatogram. Some of the results are summarized in Table 6' ffans-2'cis'6-

Nonadienal, the flavour bearing component of cucumbers was first identified by

Table 6. Formation of cucumber volatiles (mg/kg). Extraction analysis'

Compound Enzyme
inhibited

Enzyme
uninhibited

Enzyme un-
inhibited,
linoleic
ester addedl

Enzyme un-
inhibited,
linolenic
ester addedr

I
2
3
4
5
6

Hexanal 0

trans-2-Hexenal 0

,rans-2-Nonenal 0

trans-Z,cis-6-Nonadienal 0
9-Oxononanoic acid 0

12-Oxododecenoicacid 0

1.5
1.8
0.8
2.5
0
0

25.0
0.2
5.6
1.1

17.5
8.2

0.2
8.5
0.1
6.2

t5.2
4.3

1. Linolenic and linoleic acid methyl ester, 0'1 ml. Homogenized with tissue for 10 min at

room temperature.
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Takei & ono (1939)' trans-2-Nonenal, hexanal and tans-2-hexenal were identifiedby Forss et al. (1962). Fleming et ar. (196g) showed that the aldehydes wereformed by enzymic reactions during crushing of the plant.
Aroma extracts prepared without enzyme inhibition from unripe bananas have anote like cucumbers. In an analogous reaction, linoleic and linolenic acids aretransformed into 2-nonenar, 2,6-nonadienar and 9-oxononanoic acid. In ripe bana_nas, the precursors are sprit into hexanal, 2-hexenal, and l2-oxododecenoic acid,respectively. We investigated the decomposition of unsaturated fatty acids withradioactivelv labelled [u- 14 c]linoleic and [u- 14 c]rinolenic ".i; ";d 

;;l"rmined thedistribution of labelled components by radioactive gas chromatography. Linoleicacid was confirmed as precursor of hexanar, trans-2-nonenal, 9-oxononanoic acidand l2-oxododecenoic acid. In homogenates, the aldehydes are partly reduced tothe corresponding alcohols while the oxo acids can undergo polymerization or poly-
condensation forming non-volatiles.

Linolenic acid could be confirmed as precursor of trans-2 and cis-3-hexenal,trans-2, cl,r-6-nonadienal, 9-oxononanoic acio ana l2-oxododecenoic acid. Fig. 12shows the resurts of the transformation of [U-rac]linoleri. ";id 
i;;. volatiles byunripe bananas discs. Fig. l3 shows a possibie reaction scheme which may explain
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Fis. 13. Reaction scheme which may explain the formation of 2'6-nonadienal in cucumbers'
-E;i;i";;li*ng 

or [U-'ocllinolenic acid into volatiles and oxoacids'

the transformation of unsaturated acids into volatiles by tissues of cucumbers,

tomatoes, bananas and other fruit.
Tle aioetryoes formed are very potent flavour components with characteristic

notes and low thresholds (Teranishi et al., 197 l). According to Kazeniac & Hall

(1970), hexanal, trans-2-hexenal, cls-3-hexenal and l,sobutyl thiazole, three of more

than 200 identified components, contribute most to the typical flavour of fresh

tomatoes. when the amounts of these compounds decreased below the threshold for

sensory detection, the alcohols and other components became the predominant

flavoui components. When the amounts of the C6 aldehydes decreased, the flavour

became .processed'. .Heated, or 'cooked' tomato flavour was associated with large

amounts of dimethyl sulphide, furfural, methional, acetaldehyde, phenylacetalde-

hyde and 2,4-heptadiertal. In asparagus, linoleic acid is transformed into pentanal,

hexanal, 2-nonenal, 9-oxononanoic acid, I 2-oxododecenoic acid (Tressl, unpublish-

ed results).

In other vegetables such as beans or peas, linoleic and linolenic acid are split in a

differentway(Grosch&Schwenke,1969;Leu,|9,14).Besideshexanaland
2-hexenal a lot of saturated aldehydes, enals and dienals are formed by a lipoxyge-

nase reaction (EC 1 .13.1 I . I 2) leading to off-flavour components during storage of

the frozen vegetables.
In all vegetables, methyl-branched aldehydes are derived from valine, isoleucine

and leucine during heating by Strecker degradation as shown in canned tomatoes'

asparagus and other vegetables.

I
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Formation of odorous compounds from hydrogen sulphide and
methanethiol, and unsaturated carbonyls

H. T. Badingsl , H. Maarse2, R. J. C. Kleipool2, A. C. Tas2, R. Neeterl , M. C. ten
Noever de Brauw2

l. Netherlands Institute for Dairy Research, NIZO, P.O. Box 20, Ede, the Nether-
lands
2. Cettral Institute for Nutrition and Food Research TNO, Utrechtseweg 48,
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Abstract

Strongly odorous compounds may be formed upon addition of HrS and CH,SH to un-
saturated carbonyls. A well known example is the formation of catty odour from mesityl oxide
and hydrogen sulphide.

_ For the reaction products of 2-alkenals and an alkenone with hydrogen sulphide and me-
thanethiol, characteristics of the flavour, its threshold values, and physico-chemiial characteris-
tics were determined.

Under certain conditions, such additions may occur during processing and storage of foods.

Introduction

sulphur-containing substances play a dominant role in the flavour of many food
products, as demonstrated again in a review by Schutte (1974). Many of these
substances possess characteristic odours and their flavour thresholds are mostly low.
The interest of the flavour industry in the use of volatile sulphur compounds to
create and improve flavours is evident from recent patent applications, inter alia
from Firmenich (1972), Givaudan (1972), Naarden (Boelens et al., 1975) and po-
lak's Frutal Works ( 1967).

The formation of odorous compounds upon addition of hydrogen sulphide or
thiols to the double bonds of unsaturated compounds has attracted attention since
the occasional occurrence of catty taints 1= Ribes taints) in certain food products
(Badings, 1967; Pearce et al., 1967). This odour was caused by 2-mercapto-2-
methylpentan-4-one, formed from mesityl oxide and hydrogen sulphide. In air pollu-
tion, the same off-odours have been observed to result from similar reactions (Maar-
se & ten Noever de Brauw, 1972,1974). The addition reactions occurred readily
under mild conditions, even in dilute aqueous media.

Since many food products contain unsaturated carbonyl compounds and volatile
sulphur compounds (van Straten & de vrijer, 1973), such as hydrogen sulphide and
methyl mercaptan, we tested whether reactions between such components would
occur during processing and storage. some reactions were performed and the reac-
tion products were analysed by gas chromatography and spectrometry. Subsequent-
ly, we investigated whether the compounds formed from their constituents in sev-
eral model reactions.
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We will concentrate here on the reaction of hydrogen sulphide with 2-alkenals,
especially ffans-2-butenal, on account of the interesting results obtained.

Experimental: formation of addition products

1. Reactions of methanethiol with 2-alkenals and 1-octen-3-one

3-Methylthioalkanals and 1-methylthiooctan-3-one were prepared as follows. An
ice-cooled solution of the 2-alkenal or l-octen-3-one in chloroform or benzene was

saturated with methanethiol. The reaction was catalysed by a few drops of trie-
thylamine. After reaction for two hours at room temperature, the solvent was

removed and the crude product was purified by distillation under reduced pressure.

2. Reactions of HzS and 2-alkenals in aprotic solvents

The method described in a Givaudan patent (Givaudan, 1972) was followed.
First triethylamine (10 ml) and then 52 g 2-butenal were added dropwise to chloro-
form for 10 and 120 min, respectively, while H2 S was continuously led through the
solution, which was cooled to -l0oC. For another 2h,H2S was led through the
cooled solution, which was then left in the cold for l2 h.

The solution was stirred at room temperature with 125 ml HCI of substance
concentration 2 mol.litre-l ; the organic layer was separated, washed again with
125 ml of the HCI and then with water until neutral. The chloroform solution was
dried over anhydrous Na2SOa, the solvent was removed and the product distilled.

The fraction with a boiling temperature of 58-60oC/pressure 10 mmHg (yield
44 g) dimerized on standing. Another fraction with a higher boiling temperature
(100-102 "C/3 mmHg (7 g)) was also obtained. The same procedure was used for
preparation of 3-mercaptohexanal,3-mercaptoheptanal and 3-mercaptononanal.

3. Catalysed reaction between HzS and 2-butenal

Gaseous H2 S was led through 27 g2-butenal to which 0.32 ml 40% Triton B was

added as a catalyst (Gershbein & Hurd, 1947). During the reaction, the temperature
rose to 60 "C, and the viscosity of the mixture increased slowly. The reaction was
terminated when the mixture became difficult to stir, The reaction mixture was
then distilled under vacuum. Two main fractions were obtained, of which the first
one ( 120- l2 8 " Cl12 mmHg (3.8 g)) was analysed and the second one was difficult
to investigate, because it polymerized rapidly.

4. Formation of addttion products in dilute aqueous solution

A 120-ml ampoule was filled with 100 ml of a solution containing 100 mg/l of
the unsaturated substance and an excess (five equivalents) of methanethiol or a

mixture of NaSH and H2 S. The mixture was formed from Na2 S dissolved in boiled
double-distilled water by adding dilute H2 SOa to a pH of about 7. This solution
was directly transferred to the ampoule. After flushing out air from the ampoule
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with a stream of nitrogen gas, the ampoule was closed and left for 24 h at room
temperature.

The reaction products were collected by extraction of the aqueous solution with
three portions of 2 ml pentane in ether, l:2 by volume. The extracts were concen-
trated slowly by careful evaporation of the solvent in a micro-distiller as described
by Moinas (19'73).

5. Reactions between 2-butenal and HzS at different pH-values

a- 9 g Na2 S was dissolved in 400 ml boiled demineralized water. This solution was
acidified to pH 7 with H2so4 of substance concentration 2mol.litre-r, after
which 0.5 ml 2-butenal, dissolved in 30 ml boiled water, was added. The reaction
mixture was stirred for r/z.h and left overnight.

Similar experiments were conducted in parallel, with Na2 S solutions acidified to
either pH 6, 4.8 or 4. The reaction products were isolated from the aqueous solu-
tion by extraction with 50 ml dichloromethane. The extract was dried over anhy-
drous Na2 SOa and the solvent was removed by evaporation.
b. H2S was passed through 1.5 litre water at room temperature until saturated and
20 g 2-bfiertal as 250 ml aqueous solution was added dropwise in 2 h. The reaction
mixture was subsequently stirred for another lr/zh while H2s was led through
continuously.

The reaction mixture was extracted twice with 70 ml chloroform; the extract was
dried over Na2 Soa and the solvent was removed by evaporation. upon distillation,
a main fraction (70-75 "c10.4 mmHg (4.s g)) and two other fractions, fraction A
(75-95 "C/3 mmHg (t g)) anO fraction n fSj-f ZO 

oC/3 
mmHg (0.5 g)), were ob-

tained-

Experimental: methods of analysis

Gas chromatography

A Hewlett Packard model 5750 or a varian 2740 gas chromatograph equipped
with dual flame ionization detectors was used, fitted with glass capillary columns
32 or 65 m long and 0.8 mm internal diam. coated with carbowar 20 M or sE 30
(Badings, 1975). The temperature of the injection port was limited to 150 "c to
prevent decomposition of heat-labile compounds. Analysis was by temperature-pro_
grammed gas chromatoEraptry (70-130 'C).

For preparative purposes a stainless steel column 2 m long and 4 mm internal
diam. was used, packed with20% SE 30 on chromosorb w-Aw,60-g0 mesh.

The reaction mixtures were also analysed at ll0 oc with a glass column
2 m long and 3 mm intern. diam. packed with l07o SE 30 on chromosorb w-Aw,
60-80 mesh. This column was fitted in a Mikrotek M.T. 120 gas chromatograph
equipped with a flame photometric Sdetector.

Synthesized compounds and extracts from reaction mixtures were usually anal-
ysed by direct on-column injection.
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Spectral analysis

Mass spectra were determined with either a CH4-Varian MAT mass spectrometer

in a GC/MS computer system or a cH5-Varian MAT mass spectrometer in a GC/MS

system. Glass capillary columns were used for gas chromatography in both systems;

connexion to the CH4 was effected by way of a silicone-membrane sepiuator' and

to the CH5 by an all-glass capillary inlet splitter. High-resolution mass spectra of
some products were measured on a double-focusing mass spectrometer (73 l, Varian

MAT) with the direct insertion probe.

Infrared spectra were recorded on a Hilger & Watts H-I200 or on a Perkin Elmer

25 7 spectrophotometer.
Nuclear magnetic resonance spectra were measured at 60 MHz on a Jeol C{0 H

spectrometer.

Organoleptic evaluation of addition products

A taste panel of six members experienced in the evaluation of odorous fractions
pafiicipated in the experiments. The panel members were Iequested to describe the

characteristic flavour of the synthesized products and also to determine the mini-

mum concentration at which they were detectable. For this purpose' each com-

pound was presented in a series of samples with increasing concentrations. The

addition products formed under different conditions were also evaluated. Some-

times this was done by smelling the odour at the column outlet during a gas-

chromatographic separation of the extract of a reaction mixture.
The flavour thresholds were calculated by the method of Patton & Josephson

( l 9s7).

Results

M e thane thiol wi th 2 -alke nals and 1 -o c t e n- 3 -o ne

Synthesis (Experimental I )

The reaction products, 3-methylthioalkanals and l-methylthiooctan-3-one, were

fairly stable and of acceptable purity.

Reactions in aqueous solution (Experimental 4)

The products formed in aqueous solutions were as expected from the reaction of
unsaturated carbonyls with CH3 SH. The results are summarized in Table l.

H2S with 2'alkenals

The results of all the analysed reactions between hydrogen sulphide and un-
saturated carbonyl compounds were complicated. The experiments showed that
numerous products ale formed. We therefore extensively studied the reaction pro-

ducts of trans-2-butetal and hydrogen sulphide under various conditions.
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Table l. Products of the addition reactions be-
tween unsaturated carbonyls and CH.SH.

Carbonyl Addition product

3-methylthiobutanal
3-methylthiohexanal
3-methylthioheptanal
3-methylthiononanal
1-methylthiooctan-3-one

2-butenal
2-hexenal
2-heptenal
2-nonenal
l-octen-3-one

2-Butenal and H2 S in aprotic solution (Experimental 2 and 3)

The reaction between hydrogen sulphide arld ttans-z-butenal with triethylamine
as a catalyst was curied out according to the directions described in a patent
(Givaudan, 1972).

Distillation of the reaction mixture gave as main product (7o%), the simple
addition product 3-mercaptobutanal (I) (63-65 ocl15 

mmHg;. on stanoing, thiscompound changed into a viscous oil of Structure Il as showrity spectral analysis
and the formation of a diacetate (Kleipool et al., 1975). The dimeriiation reaction
could be followed easily by the changes in the infrared spectrum.

The monomer (I) could be reobtained by distillation of II.
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Fig. l. Changes in the infrared spectrum of 3-mercaptobutanal on standing.
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ŜH' 1l,

\OH

l)^.,"1 .\.,0 aycHor i r+ r r +/.A
[--1,,'^'-cxo] 

A s 

iethytamin€

2 - butehat

\ru\cHo
s.

--ha*o"-o
IIIcHo

OH

pH=7

VII VIII IX

SH

II

@
tr-2-BUTENAL . ,zS -[7 d,r ,(,n,\ f,-d.ucHo

cHo '

,,[..,o
.[.J.-

7\-

-!.'l-
CHO

Fig.2.a.Scheme for the reaction of 2-butenal and HrS in aqueous solution at pH 7, and in

,oir.rt, *itt ort protons',Mith triethylamine as catalyst. b. Reaction products from 2-butenal and

HrSatpH4.

The compound 4-methylthietan-2-ol, described in the patent (Givaudan, 1972)

was not present in the reaction mixture.
A second fraction, of higher boiliag temperature was demonstrated by spectral

analysis to have Structure III (Fig.2) (Kleipool et al., 1975). On heat treatment'

e.g. duringgas chromatography at a temperature higher than 130 
oC' this compound

ei" two-o1her products, isolated and identified as: 2,6-dimethyl-4-hydroxy-3-for-

irylthiane, IV, and 5,6-dihydro-2,6-dimethyl-3-formyl-(2H)-thiin, V' Product IV

may ue considered as the result of an intramolecular aldol condensation; Product v
oriiinates from the loss of a molecule of water from a molecule of Product IV

(Fie. 2).
ProductsIII and v had already been found by Asinger & Fisher (1967). When

H2 S was led into 2-butenal with Triton B as a catalyst, as described by Gershbein &

Hurd (19a7), Products IV and v were obtained as the maia components. Contrary

to Gershbein & Hurd (1947),Compound III could not be isolated'

2-Butenal and H2 S in aqueous solution (Experimental 4 and 5)

Neutral solution When the reaction was in neutral aqueous solution, essentially

thesamecomponentswereformed(Flc.2).onlythedialdehyde(III)couldnotbe
detected, presumable because it spontaneously underwent the aldol condensation.
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Table 2. Reaction products from 2-butenal and H,S.

Peak Identityt Mol.
weight

104

118

ls6
ls2
154
156
174
172
174
172
174
172

174'.!

Reaction Evidence
type2no.

1

2
3
4
5
6

8
9a
9b

l0
ll
t2
13
t4
15
l6

I
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
VI
unknown
unknown

III
VIII
IV
xII
Iv
VIII
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknownx

A-F
A

A,D
A,C,D,E

A_D
A,D

840
940
979

1092
I 140
I 1s8
tt82
t2I0
1225
1227
1240
I 288
t322
1324
1331
t342
1344
t369
r397
14 l0
14 15
1430
1482
ls30

A-D
A,C
A,C,E
A
A

Kovats index
SE 30;110 "C

spectral

1.r., m.s.

n.m.r., i.r., m.s.
m.s.
m.s,
n.m.r., i.r., m.s.
n.m.r., i,r., m.s.
n.m.r., i.r., m.s.
n.m.r., i.r., m.s.
n.m.r., i.r., m.s.
n.m.r., i.r., m.s.
n.m.r., i.r., m.s.

m,s.

m.s,

m.s.

D
B,C,E
F
A,D
B,C,E
A,D
B,C,E
A,D
C,E
B,C,E
D
C,D
D

t7
l8
T9

20
2t
22
23

190
206 n.m.r., i.r,, m.s

l. Numbers
2. Type A;

Type B;
Type C;
Type D;
Type E;
Type F;

correspond to those in Figure 2.
reaction in aqueous solution, Experimental 5b.
catalysed reaction without solvent, Experimental 3.
reaction in aqueous solution in ampoule, Experimental 4.
reaction in aqueous solution at pH 4, Experimental 5a.
reaction in aqueous solution atpH7, Experimental 5a.
reaction in an aprotic solvent, catalysed by trietltylamine, Experimental 2

Acidic solution In acid solution, the reaction was much more compricated. Themain component was identified as 2-trans-prop-enyr4-methyr44T)-r,3-dithiin
(vII). Many difficulties were encountered in isolating ihis suustanc" pure, siace it
easily rearranged into 3,4-dihydro4 -methyr-3-trau-propenyl-1,2-dithiin (vIiI), when
heated. only with mild conditions of gas chromatographi K rro dcl 

could rear-
rangement largely be prevented

compounds vII and vIII both occur in two diastereoisomeric forms; the twoisomers of vIII were easily sep.uated by gas chromatography (Table2, peaks 12and 16). The rearrangement reaction courd be demonitrat"i tv.o*paring thepartial n.m.r. spectra (Fig. 3) of compounds vII and vIII as weli as of their mix-
tures obtained by gas chromatography of vII under different conditions. Ati;d-%,
on glass or metal columns, only a small amountof vlllwasformed brt;t i;0.4,
the mixture consisted mainly of VIII.
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Table 2 shows that the identity of many reaction products is still unknown,

especially those of lower building temperatures. Some of these compounds are

unstable and decompose or rearrange during analysis.

2_(2, _Mercaptopropyl)4-methyl{4fl)-l ,3-dithiin (IX, Fig. 2; Table 2) was found

in the higher boiling fraction (Fraction B, experimental 5b)'

vilt

GLASS : 15O oC

METAL : rcO oC

GLASS: 1OO oC

h
2,O 1,5 1,0 O,5 6( ppm )

Fig.3. Partial nuclear magnetic resonance spectra showing the rearrangement of vII to VIII
ifig. Zf u, a function of telrnperature and column material in the gas chromatograph.
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Organole ptic evaluations

The results of the flavour evaluation are given in Table 3. The nature of theodour and the threshold are not always those of pure compounds. often mixturesof different compounds and of isomers of one compound are present in the reac-tion mixtures. But they are meaningful, since these reaction products may actuallybe formed in food products containing unsaturated aldehydes and H2s or cH3SH.The reaction mixtures possess strong, and often characteristic, odours.'

Reactions products or methanethiol with 2-alkenals and l-octene-3-one

The reaction products of 2-alkenals with methanethiol have flavour thresholds inthe magnitude gg'litre-!. 3-Methylthiobutanal displays a cheese-like flavour. It isnotable that 3-methylthiopropanal ('methional') is arso known tolorr.r, this fla-vour. The higher terms have odours varying from unripe tomatoes to bast-like/floral.
The reaction product of l-oct en-3-one and methanethiol possesses a typicalradish-like flavour.

Reaction products of H2 S and 2-alkenals

The reaction products_ of 2-alkenals with hydrogen surphide have flavour thresh_olds which may be even below pg.litre-r in water. Their odours vary from onion_like for the lowest term studied to floral and grapefruit-like for trrl ffier ones.The flavour impression of the reaction *i*tur. of 2-butenal iitt tyorog.nsulphide depended on the pH during the reaction. In acidic sotution, ttre reactionmixture smelled like onion and leek, but in neutral solution, the omelette odour of3-mercaptobutanal dominated.
The extract of the reaction products formed from 2-butenal and hydrogen sul-phide in dilute aqueous solution at pH 4 *as analysed;;;G;;riiiary columncoated with SE 30 at l l0 0c. 

The compounds were split in tle proportion l:10 to

Table 3. Results of,sensory evaluation ofreaction products.

Reagents Flavour threshold in pg/l
in solvent:

Flavour impression

water paraffin milk

2-butenal+H"S
2-hexenal+H, S

2-nonenal*HrS

2-butenal+CH.SH
2-hexenal+CH, SH
2-heptenal+CH. SH
2-nonenal+CH. SH
1-octen-3-one+CH3SH

0.1
0.6

3

2

6

30
t4

t2

75
40
30

onion, leek
floral (lantana)
rhubarb
bast-like, floral

cheese-like (brie)
cabbage, rubbery
unripe tomato
bast-like, slightly floral
radishlike

0.5

0.5
5
5
3

0.5
50
80
20
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theflameionizationdetectorandaheatedglassoutlet,respectively,sothata
chromatogram and a flavour impression could be obtained simultaneously (Fi-

Stronglyodorouscompoundsareformedwhenmethanethiolorhydrogen
sulphide react with 2-alkenals or with 1-octen-3-one'

Reactions with methanethiol to the formation of the corresponding 3-methyl-

thio carbonyls, and those of hydrogen sulphide with 2.alkenals take place in a more

complex manner. This fhenom.rrJn *"r .trdied extensively for the reaction with

2-butenal.
Manyproductswereobtained,butitwasverydifficulttoprovewhethera

"o*porrri 
had been formed as a primary reaction product or as a secondary pro-

duct during analysis. Several of the secondary products were formed during heating'

e.g. during gas chromatograPhY.
Sincethereactionsul,oo..,,indiluteaqueoussolutions,theycanalsobe

.*pr"t"o in many food products that contain both unsaturated 2-alkenals as a

result of enzymic oxidation or autoxidation and -SH compounds as a result of

heating.Theseconda'y-p'o0".*mayalsobeformedduringprocessingoffood
products (e.g. sterilization).

Wewould*.ntio,,o,,"example.When^butter-fatfromoxidizedbutterwitha
typical fishy luro.r. *uri"","l f". i t at 80 "C with a small amount (0'5 mg'l-1) of
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H2 S, the fishy off-flavour disappeared completely and changed into a pleasant smell
of frying.

A small change in the pH of the reaction mixture in one unit, dramatically
changed the composition of the reaction mixture. The composition of the reaction
mixture obtained at pH 7 differs particularly from that at pH 6. Therefore, accord-
ing to the pH of a food product, the presence of 2-butenal and hydrogen sulphide
will result in different reaction products.

It was quite interesting to study the flavour quality of the reaction mixtures.
The thresholds were low and sometimes the mixtures possessed flavours typical of
certain food products.
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Volatile compounds which result from the enzymic degradation of unsaturated fatty acids
or carotenoids in the presence of oxygen are found in the aromas of many fruits and vegetables
The author suggests that these aroma substances are formed through enzymic co-oxidation
reactions. Among the enzymes which occu,r in plant tissues, the lipoxygenase, H, or -peroxidase
and NADP-ferredoxin reductase have so far been published in ihe li-teratuie al ginerators of
peroxyl, hydroxyl or superoxide anion radicals. These radicals can eitler directly or through
disproportionation with the formation of singlet oxygen, start a lipid peroxidation. To check
this hypothesis the following model systems were investigated: linoleniC acid/alkaline lipoxyge-
nase.(soya), - / pH 6.5 lipoxygenase (peas, soya), - /haem catalyst, _ / singlet O, ana'p-calo-
tene/linoleic acid/pH 6.5 lipoxygenase (soya).

The volatile compounds (mainly carbonyl compounds), produced dudng the incubation are
reported upon and discussed,

Proc. int. Symp. Aroma Research, Zeist, 1925. htdoc, l4)ageningen.

Aroma compounds formed by enzymic co-oxidation

W. Grosch, G. Laskawy and K.-H. Fischer

Deutsche Forschungsanstalt fiir Lebensmittelchemie, 8 Miinchen 40, Leopold-
strasse 175, Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Abstract

Products of enzymic catalysis

The exclusiveness of enzymic reactions is particularly impressive. Their substrate
specificity has been stressed. Enzymes accelerate a definite reaction with a clear
stoichiometry. Side reactions do not occur.

In the last few years exceptions to the principle of clear stoichiometry have
become known among enzymes that use oxygen as substrate, i,e. oxidases and
oxygenases. oxygen is a difficult substrate for enzymes. In its ground state it is a
poorly reactive bi-radical that is reduced by the oxidases in either two or four
l-electron steps to H2 02 or H2 O.

- le 6, le;2H@ le:H@ le:H@
Oz + Oz " H2O2 ---:- H2O + .OH --'-- > 2H2O

superoxide
radical anion (Reaction l)

A l-electron transfer can also characterize the oxygenases that incorporate one or
two atoms of oxygen into one molecule of an organic compound.

very reactive intermediates arise by l-electron transfer from oxygen (Reac-
tion t). The first reduction product, the superoxide radical anion, is not suitable for
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co-oxidation but can easily disproportionate into H2 02 and singlet oz (Khan,

r9'to).

2OzO + 2H@ ---.-.--> H2O2 + 1O2 (Reaction 2)

In fact, singlet 02 is the reactive reagent because it can peroxidize unsaturated

compounds such as linoleic and linolenic acids.

In contrast to the superoxide radical anion the third product of oxygen reduc-

tion, the hydroxyl radical, is extremely reactive (Hamilton, 1974). ln oxygenase

catalysis, the number of reactive intermediates can be multiptied by the involve-

ment of the organic substrate. Alkyl, alkoxyl and alkperoxyl radicals can result.

In the catalysis by some oxidases and oxygenases, under particular conditions,

such side-reactions can occur. With an excess of oxygen, the enzyme no longer

reacts in a specific way. The reactive intermediates of catalysis are formed in such

high concentrations that besides the main pathway uncontrolled co-oxidation reac-

tions occur.
This effect of an enzymically initiated co-oxidation seems meaningful in the

formation of some significant flavour substances in plant foodstuffs. In fruits and

vegetables, various volatile aldehydes and related alcohols and esters arise by en-

zymic oxidEtive splitting of unsaturated fatty acids (Drawert et al., 1966, 1913;

Kazeniac & Hall, 1970; Grosch & Schwarz, l97l). To explain the formation of the

carbonyl compounds, we suggest that they do not arise directly from the enzymic

degradation of unsaturated fatty acids but from a lipid co-oxidation. The radicals

and singlet oxygen, perhaps initiated by some enzyme activities, would peroxidize

liaoleic and linolenic acid.

Experimental co-oxidation by lipoxygenases

An enzyme which occurs widely in plant tissues aad which is identified as a

radical producer (cre Groot et a1., 1973) is the lipoxygenase (EC l.l3.l l.l2). Ham-

berg & samuelsson (1967) have demonstrated the high specificity of the enzyme.

Only compounds like tinoleic and linolenic acid which have a pair of methylene

group-intemrpted double bonds located between <,;-6 and <l-10 are oxidized. under

aerobic conditions conjugated cis,trans+rydtoperoxides (LOOH) are the main pro-

ducts. But the lipoxygenases differ in their optimum pH and their hydroperoxida-

tion specificity (review by Hamberg et al-, 1914).

To check our hypothesis about the formation of volatile carbonyl compouods

by an enzymic lipid co-oxidation, we first iavestigated model systems with different

lipoxygenases. A fatty acid emulsion was degassed for some minutes with oxygen

""0 
ifr." incubated with the enzyme for 20 min at 10 "C. The enzymic reaction

was stopped by precipitation of the substrate and of the oxygenated fatty acids

with Ca2* or Pb2+ . The carbonyl compounds were isolated and identified as

2,4-dinitrophenylhydrazones (2,4-DNP) (Grosch et a1., 1974). This analytical proce-

dure is suitable for exact determination of the aldehydes and ketones formed.

Against this, the reaction with the 2,4-DNP reagent results in a rearrangement of
the cls-3 to the trans-Z-enal (Badings, 1970).

Soya bean contains three lipoxygenase-isoenzymes which can be separated by
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was estimated in the.test for lipoxygenase activity. Further-experimental details are described
by Weber et al. (1974).
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chromatography on diethyramiaoethyl-cellulose (Fle. l). Lipoxygenases partially
isolated by this procedure were incubated with linolenic anO-tinoteic acids at their
optimum pH values.

Lipoxygenases from potato and from wheat were also investigated in this way.
The results are given in Table l. Let us first consider the soya.rrry*"r. The oxida-
tion of both of the fatty acids used as substrates was measured.

The enzymes L-2 and L-3 rabile at pH 6.5 denatured during reaction for 20 min.
Their fatty acid turnover was therefore less than that of the stable L-1. Although
L-2 and L-3 oxidized less substrate than L-1, they formed more carbonyl com-
pounds than the 'alkaline' lipoxygenase (Table l). fnis difference was particularly
evident in the experiment with linolenic acid as substrate. L-l formed only
1.5 prmol while L-2 and L-3 each formed about 7 trlmol of carbonyl compounds.

The literature has assumed that carbonyl compounds form by breakdown of
hydroperoxides. Hence the experiment with L-l should have resulted in the greatest
amount of carbonyl compounds because L-l oxidized considerably more unsatu-
rated fatty acid than L-2 and L-3 (Table l) and the mainproductsof L-l catalysis
were hydroperoxides (Hamberg & samuelssot, 1967). However our results do not
support this hypothesis since L-2 ar.d, L-3 formed more carbonyl compounds than
did L-1. clearly the carbonyl compounds did not arise by breakdown of hydro-
peroxides but by the reaction sequence of peroxyl radicals generated by the .neu-
tral' lipoxygenases L-2 and L-3.

Table I shows that during the oxidation of linolenic acid the lipoxygenase from
potatoes and wheat form carbonyl compounds only to a small extent. But it is not
only in this feature that the enzymes from wheat and potatoes behave like the
alkaline lipoxygenase L-1. The large hydroperoxidation specificity is also common
to all three (Table 1). The wheat and the potato enzymes form predominantly the
9-hydroperoxide and the soya bean enzyme L-l forms the l3-hydroperoxide. In
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Table 1. Amounts of volatile carbonyl compounds formed by lipoxygenases.

Lipoxygenase protein
in the reaction system
(me)

Substratet Conversionof Monocarbonyl
substrate2 formed
(Vo) (Pmol)

Hydroperoxidation
specificity (%)

c-9 c-12 C-13 C-l

L-l soya, pH 8.5
L-2 soya, pH 6.5
L-3 soya, pH 6.5

L-l soya, pH 8.5
L-2 soya, pH 6.5
L-3 soya, pH 6.5
Kpotato,pH 5.5
W wheat, pH 5.8

4.2
3.3
2.6

5.3
2.0
2.0

12.8
9.8

81
42
56

85
32
30
56
43

1.5
6.9
7.1
1.5
1.3

18 :2
1.5
3.6
3.3

153
553

953
453

l
10'

45
98
78

903
63 453

5J18 )
22

1. 18 : 2 linoleic acid, 18 : 3 linolenic acid.
2. From diene absorption.
3. Roza & Francke, 1973.

contrast to this the neutral soya bean enzymes appear more to catalyze an autoxi-

dation process, because to a first approximation they form equal amounts of the 9

and l3-hydroperoxides from linoleic acid respectively 9 and l6-hydroperoxides

from linolenic acid. The differences from an autoxidation arise in the substrate

specificity and the very high reaction velocity of the neutral enzymes.

Identilication of the carbonYls

The carbonyl compounds formed from the three soya lipoxygenases were identi-

fied. The results in Table 2 show that the 'neutral' enzymes differ from the alkaline

lipoxygenase in the number, propoltion and structure of volatile products. L-2 atd

L-3 form a similar range of carbonyl compounds. Propanal predominates with

noticeable quantities of trans-2,cts-4-heptadienal, trans-2-hexenal and trans-z-petu

Table 2. composition of the volatile carbonyl compounds formed by lipoxygenases'

Fraction in total identified carbonyls (mol Vo)

L-3 (soya) L-2 (soya) L-l (soYa) K (Potato)

Acetaldehyde
Propanal
trans-2-PentelJ.al
trans-2-Hexenal
t r a n s -2,c i s -6 -N onadienal
t r a n s -2,c i s 4 -Hep tadienal
3,5-Octadien-2-onet
2,4,6-Nonatrienalt

n.d.
4l
1l
9
2.s

20
8
8.5

1.5
46

8
9

n.d.
20.5

8

2
1l

3
15

n.d.
18

5
77
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

46
8
9
6

1. Two geometric isomers:
n.d. Not detectable.
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tenal. In addition 3,5-octadiert-2-one and 2,4,6,-nonatrienal arise in about the same
proportions. In contrast L-l forms mainly trans-2-hexenal.

A greater range of volatile aldehydes is formed by the potato enzyme with
trans -Z,cis -6-nonadienal as main product.

The results shown relate to semi-purified lipoxygenases. There may have been
traces of haem compounds in the enzyme preparation, which could affect the
breakdown of peroxides to carbonyl compounds. Because of this the incubation
was repeated with a pure lipoxygenase of pH optimum 6.5. This enzyme was iso-
lated from peas by precipitation with (NHa)2Soa, gel filtration and ion-exchange
chromatography on carboxymethyl-sephadex and DEAE-cellulose (Arens et al.,
1973). Additionally the linolenic acid substrate was peroxidized in a further experi-
ment with haemoglobin as catalyst. The results (Table 3) alongside those of Table 2
indicate that the pure lipoxygenase from peas oxidized the linolenic acid to the
same carbonyl compounds as L-2 and L-3.1

The structure of the identified volatiles formed with haemoglobin is similar to
that of the lipoxygenases. However, there is a big difference in rate of reaction. The
system with the haem catalyst had to be incubated for more than 70 h at room
temperature for the same amount of carbonyls to be formed as in the experiments
with the lipoxygenase from peas. The lipoxygenase catalysis differs from the haem
catalysis also in the main volatile carbonyls formed (Table 3).

In conclusion, these experiments showed that neutral lipoxygenases influence
the formation of aroma-active carbonyl compounds from unsaturated fatty acids.
In contrast to the alkaline enzymes, they allow co-oxidation of a lager proportion
of peroxyl radicals first formed. Removal of H atoms from other substrate mole-
cules and their attachment near the active site of the enzyme, formation of oxyl
radicals by the combination of two peroxyl radicals, and other reaction sequences
result in a variety of carbonyl compounds,

Table 3. Oxidation oflinolenic acid by a purified lipoxygenase from
peas (I) and haemoglobin (II).

Identified carbonyls Fraction in total identified carbonyls
(mol%, (mol / mol) x 100)

II

Acetaldehyde
Propanal
trans-2-Butenal
trans-2-Pentenal
/rans-2-Hexenal
fi an s -2,c is4 -Heptadienal
ff a n s -2,c i s-6-N onadienal
3,5-Octadien-2-one

2.5
59
trace
l0

2.5
20

5
39
trace
6.5

20.5
6
2.5

20.s6

1. No statement can be made about the formation of the 2,4,6-nonatrienals with the pea
lipoxygenase and haem catalysis. only the compounds shown in i"ut. r were identified.
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Alternative carbonYl formation

During catalysis by lipoxygenases of pH optimum 6.5 only traces of volatile

aldehydes form, the main products being a mixture of oxidized fatty acids (Arens &

Grosch, 1974). Becatse of these low concentrations, large catalytic concentrations

are necessafy for the development of sensorily detectable concentrations of the

aldehydes. Iu some Leguminosae, potatoes, egg plant and artichoke, such high

catalytic concentrations occur, but in foodstuffs such as apples, tomatoes and

cucumbers much less is present (Pinsky et a1., 1971). However in these fruit and

Table 4. Products of the reaction of linoleic acid with singlet-oxygen'

Identified carbonyls

Propanal
trans-2-Pentenal
trans-2-Hexenal
ta n s -2,c is4 -Heptadienal
rraris-2,rr's-6-Nonadienal

Fraction in total identified carbonyls
(mol%, (mol i mol) x 100)

46.5
trace
42

2

l0

/\.--A,cHo
3c-Hcxenqt *)

,o,

COOH

o2

,..J,, .,

I

II
CHO +

Proponot 3c,6c -Nonqdienqt *)

Fig. 2. Proposed scheme for the formation of volatile aldehydes during the oxidation of lino-

leiic acid'with singlet oxygen. * The cl's-3 is isomerized to the trans'2'aldehyde through

derivative formation with 2,4-DNPH.
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vegetables, sensorily detectable concentration of volatile aldehydes also arise from
unsaturated fatty acids. We suggest that in such cases further enzymic co.oxidation
leads to formation of carbonyl compounds. perhaps singlet o2 arises in these plant
tissues through the pathway, Reactions I and 2, given in ihe introduction. To
elucidate whether aroma substances could be so formed, we investigated which
volatile carbonyls were formed from unsaturated fatty acids in a modei experiment
with singlet 02 generated by hydrolysis of K3cros. only three aldehydes arose in
detectable concentrations from linolenic acid (Table 4). They ur. 

"rr"rrtiul 
compo_

nents of the aroma of cucumber (Forss et al., 1962).
To explain the formation of the volatile aldehydes we suppose that besides an

'ene' mechanism (Foole, 1968) the reaction shown in Figure 2 occurs. Each double
bond of the linolenic acid can add one molecule of singlet oxygen. It results in
dioxethanes which then decompose. As well as other compounds, Ih. thr.. volatile
aldehydes form.

Oxidation of p-carotene

The lipoxygenases differ not only in optimum pH values and in peroxidation
specificity but also in carotene bleaching activity (Weber et al.,1974).

The neutral lipoxygenases from peas and soya beans can co-oxidise with a high
velocityB-carotene in the presence oflinoleic acid and oxygen.

In contrast, the alkaline erLzyme L-l from soya beans possesses a considerably
lower bleaching activity. The co-oxidation of carotenoids leads not only to bleach_

1900c

5min (80oC)

P?
P6

d

10 30 20 10

time (min)

Fig' 3' Gas chromatography ofvolatiles from the model system B-carotene, linoleic acid, lipoxy-genase from sova beans. column: 3 m 3 vo SILAR 5 cp on Gas ctr"; AiiO-d-_ l20 mesh).Temperature programme.
carrier gas: Helium. Flow rate: 25 ml/min. pu, p, and p, are volatiles which are formed by theco-oxidation of p-carotene.
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ing but also to the formation of aroma substances. we have investigated the model

wit"* p-carotene/linoleic acid/lipoxygenase (soya beans)' After an incubation of

iminutes at 15 bC the reaction products were extracted and gas chromato-

graphically analysed. Besides from the volatile compounds that arise from linoleic

""ii tfr.r" compounds Pe, Pz and Pg appear (Fic' 3)' They are only visible in

experiments with P-carotene.
p6 was identified as p-ionone. The analysis of P7 and P3, which are also volatile

carbonyl compounds, is still being worked on'

The compounds P7 and Pg have no strong flavour' The most important aroma

substance that arise from bleaching of the p-carotene is the p-ionone'

The model experiments show that the hypothesis formulated in the introduction

is supported by the experiments. However, many questions remain open. which

enzymes can start a co-oxidation? How great is the role of the different lipoxyge-

nases in the aroma formation of a distinct fruit or vegetable in an oxidative break-

down of unsaturated fatty acids? And in how far do other enzymes take part in this

process?
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Analysis of off-flavours in food

J. M. H. Bemelmans and M. C. ten Noever de Brauw

central Institute for Nutrition and Food Research rNo, utrechtseweg 4g, Zeist, the
Netherlands

This paper describes off-flavours in food and the main factors causing their formation during
production, processing and handling of food products. Subsequently, the objectives of analysii
of off-flavours are dealt with and its various aspects are compired with those of normal flavour
analysis. Actually the investigation of off-flavours constitutes a .character impact, study.

Modern mass spectlometry is most impoftant to the identification of off-ilavour compounds.
An example is given of analysis of a chicken feed suspect of causing a musty taint in eggs. The
feed was found to contain chloroanisoles.

Introduction

webster's Third New International Dictionary defines an off-flavour as ,.a flavour
that is not natural or up to standard owing to deterioration or contamination".
off-flavours, often indicated as taints, are mostly caused by substances that are not
naturally present in a product. These substances may be formed from food con-
stituents, but usually they enter the food by contamination. It is also possible that
off-flavours result from serious disturbance of the balance of the various substances
constituting the flavour (Arthey, 1974). lt so, the concentration of substances
naturally present in a product is either too high or too low, which affects the
subtlety of the flavour. This usually results in a poor organoleptic quality though
seldom in a serious off-flavour.

off-flavours sometimes render a food inedible, but generally they only reduce its
organoleptic and consequently its economic value.

Origin of off-flavours

Some factors liable to induce off-flavours in food are summarized in Table l.
The production of raw materials for food can already initiate off-flavours in the
final product. The use of pesticides, fungicides, etc., as well as the presence of
pollutants in the atmosphere at the site of cultivation may actually lead to off-
flavours in plants and fruits (Tanner 1972, 1973). The sex of animals (patterson,
1968a; Fuchs, 197 l) and feed composition may have a strong influence on the
flavour quatity of products of animal origin. The fishy taint in broilers raised on a
diet containing fish-meal is an example (Atkinson et al., 1912;wessels et al., 1973).
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Table 1. Factorswhich may cause off flavours in food.

Food production
Vegetable products

pesticides
pollutants

Animal products:
sex
feed

Food processing
microbial spoilage
heat exposure
contamination (disinfectants)
packaging

Food handling
contamination (shipping + storage)
oxidation

Likewise the presence of contaminants in feed may endanger the organoleptic
quality of animal products. Minute quantities of chloroanisoles in the feed were

shown to cause a musty taint in eggs and broilers (Bemelmans & ten Noever de

Brauw, 1974).
During t}1e processing of raw materials into food products, off-flavours are occa-

sionally formed. This can be caused by microbial spoilage, which can occur during

any stage of processing or handling, or by ovefexposure to heat (Bates, 1970). Heat

results in certain chemical reactions and the formation of undesirable compounds
(e.g. burnt odour).

Many off-flavours {ue caused by contamination, despite the food processor's

awareness of these dangers. Especially chlorine-containing detergents and disinfec-

tants prove dangerous, since chlorine may react with food substances (e.g. phenols)

and form potent odorants (Burttschell et al., 1959).

Packaging materials must be free from substances that could cause taints, since

they are in close contact with foods for a considerable length of time. A well
known example is the so-called 'catty odour" which is caused by addition of
hydrogen sulphide from food to mesityl oxide, which is sometimes present in paints

and lacquers. The product, 4-mercapto-4-methylpentan-2-one, is a potent odorant
with very low threshold (Badings, 1967; Patterson, 1968b).

Food can become contaminated with substances causing off-flavours during

handlins, especially while being stored and shipped. They may, for instance, come

into contact with volatiles from paints, lacquers, chemicals or exhaust gases (Saxby,

1973').
Oxidation of food components may lead to off-flavours, mostly during storage.

The best known example is the oxidation of unsaturated fatty acids. The oxidation
products, lower aldehydes and ketones, have very low thresholds, and cause rancid

flavours (Grosch, I 975 ; Downey, 1969).

Objectives of off-flavour analysis

It is obvious that the objectives of off-flavour analysis vary according to the

type, frequency and origin of the off-flavour (Table 2). Identification of substances

causing the off-flavour reveals their physical properties, whence one can ascertain

whether the substances can be removed from the food to upgrade its quality. If
removal is impossible or too expensive, it is important to know whether the sub-

stances responsible are toxic. Often it is even more important to determine how the

off-flavour is formed. This knowledge is indispensable because it allows precautions
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against future occurrence. Information from such analysis is often useful too in
settling disputes over financial damages resulting from an off-flavour.

Off-flavour and flavour research

First let us compare the various aspects of the analysis of off-flavours with those
of common flavour analysis, before we consider procedures used for taint studies
(Table 3). In both types of analysis, the substances of interest are usually present at
low concentrations. The number of compounds that contributes to food flavours is
large, though still limited. Some may be very important to a flavour, but the
investigator has to consider many others too, since they also contribute to the
flavour. The number of compounds that can produce an off-flavour is virtually
unlimited. A specific off-flavour, however, is usually caused by only one or a few
substances, thus the analysis constitutes a 'character impact' study.

Artefact formation, which interferes in the analysis of a flavour, is permitted
during off-flavour analysis, as long as the presence of the off-flavour compounds
can be traced organoleptically. Organoleptic evaluation is of great importance in
both types of study. Flavour scientists hope to ascertain the actual composition of

Table2. Objectives of off-flavour ana-
lysis.

- Removal off-flavour substances

- Toxicity off-flavour substances

- Prevention of future off-flavours
- Liability for damages

Table 3. Off-flavour versus flavour research.

F'lavour research:

- compounds present in low concentration
- large, but limited number of compounds,

many of which are usually important

- artefact formation should be prevented

- organoleptic evaluation necessary

- application

Off-flavour research:

- compounds present in low concentration
- 'unlimited' number of compounds, only

one or a few of which are usually im-
portant

- artefact formation not necessarily to be
prevented

- organoleptic evaluationnecessary

- prevention

flavours and to obtain knowledge needed to enhance flavours and to create new
ones. An objective of off-flavour studies is prevention of future taints.

Analysis of off-flavours

Off-flavour analysis is, by nature, a character impact study. Thus the aim of
isolation and concentration procedures is not to obtain a good odour concentrate
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of the product as a whole, but to obtain a concentrate of components responsible
for the off-flavour.

Selective procedures for isolation and concentration can only be used if informa-
tion is available about the likely identity of the off-flavour compounds. This infor-
mation is obtained either from the 'case history' of the sample or from the off-
flavour itself, if characteristic. With modern mass spectrometry one can check for
the suspect components without fractionation or purification of concentrates. The
concentrates with the off-flavour are introduced into a high-resolution mass spec-

trometer and checked by the fixed-mass technique for the presence of characteristic
masses.

The off-flavour concentrates can also be examined by a combination of gas chro-

matograph, mass spectrograph and computer. Mass fragmentography is used to deter-

mine the presence of characteristic masses. A mass spectrum and retention time
can be obtained simultaneously. If a membrane separator is used, the odour of the

suspected compound can also be evaluated by sniffing at the outlet of the iaterface.
The analysis is more difficult when no information at all is available about the

possible identity of the off-flavour substances. During the whole analytical proce-

dure, fractions must be organoleptically tested to determine which are important
for the off-flavour. Usually the off-flavour concentrate is fractionated on a packed

column and the effluent is evaluated organoleptically. Fractions of interest are

either fractionated further on another packed column of different polarity, or
transferred directly to a capillary column, coupled to a mass spectrometer. By
sniffing at the interface, one must determine what interval of retention time of the
chromatogram is important (Maarse & ten Noever de Brauw, 1972). Subsequently,
the computer is instructed to produce the mass spectra of this interval, as well as

selective mass plots. Access to a computer considerably simplifies identification, as

will be illustrated.
One of the problems of off-flavour analysis is that it becomes increasingly diffi-

cult to trace organoleptically the off-flavour as analysis proceeds. This is especially

true if the off-flavour is faint or if it is caused by interaction of several components,

in which case organoleptic confirmation of their presence becomes impossible as

soon as they are separated into different fractions,
Part of this problem may soon be solved by the development of new computer

programmes, to compare qualitatively the chromatograms of a product of good

with one of bad quatity. Both chromatograms have to be run under identical
conditions. Spectra of compounds present at the same place in the chlomatograms
are either compared with each other or subtracted from each other. This enables

one to trace analytically the difference between the two chromatograms and con-
sequently the presence of extraneous components in a product. However, this
procedure does not elimiaate the need for organoleptic analysis. One should always

assess whether the foreign components identified are responsible for the off-flavour.
Finally, let us describe part of an off-flavour study recently made at this Insti-

tute.
In recent years, a musty taint occurred regularly in eggs and broilers. Engel et al.

(1966) slrowed the cause of this taint to be2,3,4,6-tetrachloroanisole. Curtiset al.
(1972, 1974) found that this substance was formed from chlorophenol by fungi
present in the litter. Chlorophenols are used as wood preservatives and are often
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present in wood shavings used in poultry houses (Parr et a1.,1974). However, musty
eggs were recently obtained from poultry houses where no shavings were used.
Again, the mustiness was caused by chloroanisoles (Bemelmans & ten Noever de
Brauw, 1974). To determine the source of contamination, feed samples were anal-
ysed. They were submitted to a combined procedure of steam distillation and
extraction (Nickerson & Likens, 1966). The extracts were concentrated and intro-
duced directly into a double-focusing mass spectrometer (Varian-MAT, typeT3l).
By high-resolution mass spectrometry (resolution l0 000), all samples were tested
for the molecular ions of the chloroanisoles, by the fixed-mass technique. The
suspect samples proved to contain the parent ions of both trichloro and tetrachloro
anisoles. There was no evidence for the presence of pentachloroanisole.
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t000
e{8

e$6

eq+

ee90

0 50 t00 t50 400

Fig, 1- Selected mass plot of a concentrate of chicken feed of suspect quality. The masses z/e248, 246, 244 and 229 arc characteristic for tetrachloroanisole.

Subsequently, the concentrates were analysed by a combination of gas chroma-
tography mass spectrometry and computer (Varian-MAT) to determine which
isomers were present. The concentrates were separated on an Apiezon L capillary
column (50m, wide bore, stainless steel; oven temp. 140"c1. The effluent was
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scanned continuously. Spectra and total ion currents were recorded and stored by

the computer. After completion of the analysis, mass fragrnentography was used to

confirm the presence of ttichloro and tetrachloro anisole (Fig. l).
At Position 163 in the chromatogram, a compound was present with four masses

characteristic for tetrachloroanisole. Subsequently, the computel was instructed to
plot the uncorected spectrum recorded there (Fig. 2).

However, interpretation of such a spectrum is difficult, because of the presence

of interfering masses. After correction for column bleeding and for interfering

components, a spectrum was obtained identical with the reference spectrum of

2,3,4,6-tetrachloroanisole (Fig. 3 ).
The component under irrr"rilg"iion also had the same retention time as 2'3,4,6'

tetrachloroanisole and hence was identified positively'
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g3o
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Fig.3. Mass spectrum at Position 163 in the chromatogram. Top: after-correction for column

blJeding and interfering compounds. Bottom: the reference spectrum for 2,3,4,6-tetrachloro-
anisole recorded in the same way.
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Fig.4. selected mass plot for the masses m/e zl4,2lz,zlo, l95 and 167, which are character-
istic for trichloroanisole.

Also, five masses characteristic for trichloroanisoles were plotted (Fig. 4).
The component at Position 61 was identified as 2,4,6-tichloroanisole in the same

manner. The feed of suspected quality proved to be contaminated with chloro-
anisoles that were musty and had extremely low odour thresholds (Griffiths, 1974).

The mass fractions of anisole were estimated by gas chromatography. Between
0.01 aad 0. 17 mg/kg of 2,3,4,6-tetrachroroanisole was present in the feed andless
than 0.03 mg/kg of 2,4,6-ticiloroanisole. Feed of unsuspect quarity was found
not to contain any chloroanisoles.
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Abstract

- Crbonyl compounds, hydrogen sulphide, and ammonia are often constituents of food
Ilavours. We therefore studied the reaction products of these .o.pornCr ty co.Uinrtion of g".
chromatography and mass spectrometry. The primary and secondary ."""tior6 or gre degraia-tion products of cysteine are discussed. Dikeiones rlact with ethanal, f.,vOroJ." sulphid-e and
ammonia to form thiazolines, thiazoles, oxazoles, imidazoles, trithiolanes ani dittrianes. Withhydrogen sulphide, diketones produce oxothioketones, mercaptoenones, mercaptoketones,
ketonic disulphides and 2,5dialkylthiophenes. Homocyclic *a oiygen-"L;iaining rreterocyclic
diketones react with hydrogen sulphide to form mercajtoketones ff;";pil:

Introduction

hoc. int. Symp. Aroma Research, Zeist, 1975. pttdoc, Wageningen.

organic sulphur compounds as flavour constituents: reaction products
of carbonyl compounds, hydrogen sulphide and ammonia

Short communication

H. Boelens, L. M. van der Linde, p. J. de valois, J. M. van Dort and H. J. Takken

Naarden International N.v., Research Department, p.o. Box 2, Naarden, the
Netherlands

Nowadays the importance of organic sulphur compounds in food flavours is
generally recognized. For references, see Badings & Maarse (1975) and Boelens et
aL. (1974).

Because carbonyl compounds, hydrogen sulphide and ammonia have been found
in many flavours, especially in the aromas of meat, coffee, Allium species, rice and
animal fats, we studied the reactions between these compounds. The reaction pro-
ducts were analysed by combined gas chromatography and mass spectro-
metry.

Methods and materials

Reaction of carbonyl compounds with hydrogen sulphide and ammonia were
carried out in a 100-cm3 carius tube (pyrex glass, wall thickness 4 mm, maximum
pressure 2 MPa), with a Teflon-coated screw lock. During reaction, the tube was
protected by a metal sleeve. Mass spectra were recorded on a varian MAT/CH 5
mass spectrometer coupled to a varian Aerograph Model l22e gas chromatograph.
separations were in an all-glass system with capillary columns as previously describ-
ed (Boelens et al., l97l).
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Results and discussion

Primary and secondary reactions of the degradation products of cysteine

The formation of ethanal, hydrogen sulphide, and ammonia from cysteine was

studied by obata & Tanaka (1965) and by Fujimaki et al. (1969). In Figure I isa

scheme depicted for the possible pathway of degradation of cysteine.

When ethanal was allowed to react with hydrogen sulphide (substance quotients

2:3) in a closed glass vessel, the main products were l,l-ethanedithiol and bis'

(l-mercaptoethyl) sulphide. The latter compound proved to be a key intermediate

in the formation of many important flavour components'

bis-(1-Mercaptoethyl) sulphide was easily oxidized to 3,S-dimethyl-1,2,4-trithio-

lane, which has been found in the aroma of boiled meat (chang et al., 1968 and

wilson et a!.,1973),in beef broth (Brinkman et a1., 1972), and in potatoes (Buttery

et al., 1970). when bis-(l-mercaptoethyl) sulphide was treated with acids, it dis-

proportionated to 2,4,6-trimethyl-1,3,5-trithiane, which occurs in pressure cooked

meat (Wilson et a1.,1973).
By heating in the presence of oxygen the bis-(l-mercaptoethyl) sulphide was

converted into a mixture of diethyl-disulphide and trisulphide, which also occur in

the flavour complex of boiled meat (Wilson et al., 1973)'
bis-(l-Mercaptoethyl) zulphide reacted with ammonia to give 2,4,6-tiwrethyldihy-

dro-I,3,5-dithiazine.2,4,6-Trimethyldihydro-1,3,5-dithiazine (thialdine) has been

found in beef broth (Brinkman et al., 1972) and in boiled meat (Wilson et al"

t9'73).
Figure 2 is a survey of organic sulphur compounds formed from ethanal with

hydrogen sulphide and ammonia. Cysteine can be considered as a possible precursor

for all these aroma components.

HSCHeCHC00H-l
NHz

CHaC C 00H-ll
NH

Hr0- rCH3C0C00H+ NHg

CH3COCOOH a 
'CH3CHO + COZ

Fig. 1. Possible pathway of degradation of cysteine. obata & Tanaka, 1965; Fujimaki et al.'

t969.
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2 CH3CH0 + 3 H2S C H3C H-S-C HC H3ttsH s H
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NH3
O2 A
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S C2H5sSSC2H5 N
I
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C2H5SSC2H5 + C2H5S1C2H5

Fig. 2. Secondary reaction products of cysteine. Boelens et al., L974; Ledl, 1975
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Fig. 3. Vicinal dicarbonyls with cysteine degradation products.

Reaction products of victnal dicarbonyl compounds with ethanal, hydrogen sul-
phide and ammonia

Dicarbonyl compounds are often degradation products of sugars. Reaction of
vicinal dicarbonyl compounds with ethanal, hydrogen sulphide and ammonia (sub-
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stance quotients l:l:2:l) afforded a mixture of thiazolines, thiazoles, oxazolines,

oxazoles, imidazoles, 1,3,5-trithiolanes and dithianes.

A survey of these reactions is given in Figure 3.

Alkyl-substituted thiazoles are present in the flavours of tomato (Viani et al',

1969; Wobben et al., 1974), meat (Wilson et al., 1973), peanuts (Walradt et al.,

l97l), and coffee (Vitzthum & Werkhoff, 19'14). 2,4,5-Trimethyl-A3-oxazoline
occurs in meat flavour (Chang et al., 1968).

Several alkyl substituted oxazoles have been found recently among flavour com-

ponents of coffee (Vitzthum & Werkhoff, 1974).

Because of the complexity of the reaction mixtures, we wondered what reac-

tions took place between dicarbonyl compounds and hydrogen sulphide only.

Reaction products of dicarbonyl compounds with hydrogen sulphide

When dicarbonyl compounds were reacted with hydrogen sulphide (substance

quotient l:4) the following reactions took place:

- exchange of oxygen for sulphur with the formation of oxothioketones,

- reduction of the oxothioketones to mercaptoketones, finally then oxidized to
the ketoalkyldisulphides,

formation of 2,5-dialkylthiophenes in the case of 1,4-diketones'

HzS
RC0 ( CH2)n COR

n=0,1

RCS (CH2)n C0R + H2O

I
Hzs

R?H (CH2)ncoR
o2 , [*g, rcH2)1coR]

RCS (CH2)1C0R

SH

RCO (CH2)2CoR H2S 
,

Fig. 4. Reaction products of dicarbonyls with HrS.
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The human instrument in sensory analysis

E. P. Kbster

Psychological Laboratory, University of Utrecht, Varkenmarkt 2, tJtrecht,
the Netherlands

Abstract

, In sensory analysis, the human subject is used as an instrument, which registers stimuli from
the external world, transforms them into sensations and measures these serisations on a nume-
rical or a descriptive scale.

Since knowledge about the relevant properties of the measuring instrument is prerequisite forgood measurement, it seems strange that people working in sensory analysis devote very little
attention to the properties of the human instrument. Of all the properties which would be
considered extensively in the selection of a physical measuring device, such as sensitivity,
reliability, linearity and constant errors, only the first is usuall/consideied in some form orother' Nevertheless, much knowledge is available about the physlological factois that influence
the other properties. Thus, good control of what the person expectJand ofhis motivation can
implove the reproducibility of his responses considerably.

Other important factors in function are related to memory, selective attention, habituation
and sensory adaptation, topics which have been studied extinsively by experimental psycho-
logists over the last two decades. Some practical implications of the indings'oiittir rrs""r"t fo,
the optimization of man as an instrument in sensory analysis are discussed.-

Introduction

In sensory analysis, man is used as a measuring instrument in an ambiguous way.
The ambiguity is mainly because the 'instrument, records its own interactions (or
confrontations) with the environment as well as gnvironmental properties. The
'reading' depends on the observer's history and his system (.sense,) of values or
preferences.

Each observer has his preferences, to some extent determined biologically, but
largely acquired by his personal experience. All observers in sensory analysis have a
certain capacity and limitation, specific to man and perhaps not present in other
species. Thus, we are more sensitive to certain odours than dogs, but dogs are
certainly much more sensitive to odours like butyric acid than we are.

In using such a complicated device whose peculiarities obviously play an im-
portant role, the investigator should know the properties of his measuring instru-
ment well. However, this is often not so. people with a detailed knowledge of the
properties of their physico-chemical instruments may take great care to avoid extra-
neous variables like temperature shifts during their physico-chemical measurements,
but may become careless when using the human instrument in sensory analysis.
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often tests are in rooms whose physical variables' such as lighting' ventilation and

humidity, are controlled, but important psychological variables are ignored. Tradi-

tionally, the investigator in sensory analysis knows a lot about statistics and little
about his instrument. But even the best statistics cannot improve bad meazurements

and only a thorough knowledge of the instrument can optimize its use'

what do we require of a good instrument and to what extent does a human

observer meet these requirements? A good measuring instrument must be sensitive'

It must detect small differences ia the intensity or the quality of the environment

and it must record them in a reliable and reproducible way. If possible, it must be

linear or at least it must translate the measured properties of the environment

according to a known function. Finally, its systematic erors must be as small as

possible and it should be free from unknown systematic errors'

The human instrument meets these requirements only partially. It is certahly

sensitive, but its sensitivity varies from person to person. Reliability and repro-

ducibility are rather unsatisfactory. As all workers in sensory analysis know, human

observers can easily be influenced. Many extemal and internal factors influence

measurements.
But does this not hold for any measuring instrument? should one not test these

factors and try to control them? This paper will discuss some factors and their

interdependence and we will try to indicate ways in which their influence on

human measutements may be reduced as much as possible'

SMELL TA ATURE

c0 0ui

:-siae- :s
I 4Lll!-ttl+

Fig. l. Model for information processing in sensory analysis,
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A schematic model

over the last few decades experimental psychologists have studied human per-
ception and human information processing. Although knowledge is still inadequate,
many findings improve our understanding of human function in sensory analysis.
Figure I is a scheme of the processes in sensory analysis. The stimuli and the
responses by the observer can be linked by intermediate and less easily measurable
steps, whose peculiarities and limitations determine the relationship between sti-
mulus and response, The sensory message is recorded, coded, transformed, reduced
and measured before response.

Figure 1 shows that the multitude of possible impressions which the stimulus
(food and environment) gives is reduced drastically in sensory analysis. Man is a
multipurpose instrument and is sensitive to many kinds of stimulus, but he has only
a limited processing capacity. Man differs fiom the most physical instruments,
which are only sensitive to a single property. Man's much larger flexibility en-
dangers the validity of measurement. Even if well programmed by verbal or written
instruction, the reduction may be incomplete. Everybody knows how difficult it is
to judge the smell or the taste of a product independently of its colour or to judge
the intensity of an odour without taking into account its nauseating quatty. Far
too often investigators overestimate the analytic capacities of their panel members.
A short instruction like 'Ignore the colour' is considered to be sufficient to
exclude it.

But the opposite is found too. panel members may be asked to complete a long
questionnaire after tasting a sample, This seems an economical procedure because
repeated testing of the same sample can be avoided. However, it is forgotten that
the processiag capacity of the human instrument is far too limited. we have dif-
ficulty in considering more than one thing at a time. If the panel member is very
conscientious he will taste the sample many times and will answer only one or two
questions each time he tastes, but more often he will taste only once or twice and
cannot then judge each aspect independently. His judgements of certain aspects will
depend on hisjudgements of other aspects.

In general, it is better to let the panel members judge only one aspect of the
sample at each presentation.

A second point that prompts itself on inspection of the figure, is man,s double
task as a measuring instrument. One task is to record and translate stimuli from the
outside world into sensations; the other is to measure the sensations and compare
them with internal and external standards.

Often it is forgotten that what is measured are not the properties of the stimuli,
but rather the sensations the stimuli have produced. These sensations depend also
on properties of the recording instrument; Such codeterminant properties include
coding and transformation mechanisms, which may be equal in all mankind, and
personal history, such as preferences, which vary from person to person. Especially
if the investigator tries to relate the human responses to instrumental measure-
ments, it is important not to try to make observers simulate the objective instru-
ment, but to let the objective instrument simulate the human measurement as much
as possible. Examples of the opposite reasoning are numerous. In research on meat
texture, it is customary to start by developinga gadget that measures a particular
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physical property of meat and subsequently to look how well the results from
human observers correlate with these measurements. It would be better to start by
analysing thoroughly the different sensations recorded and measured by man and

then to construct measuring devices that imitate measurement of the aspects of the
human sensation.

Let us briefly examine two groups of factors which are mentioned in the figure
and which influence the stages of the actual process: attention and long-term
memory.

Attention is in itself not a part of the sensory analytic activity, but modulates
the functioning of some stages of the process. Attention may vary, during the
performance of a sensory task and over the longer periods between repetitions of a

task (for instance in tests on keepability). Although attention may fluctuate, it can

easily be manipulated. The investigator must keep the attention of his panel mem-
bers as constant (not always as high) as possible. We will discuss the different ways,

in which attention, expectancy and motivation influence the process, when we

consider the different stages of the process. We will also indicate ways in which
fluctuations in attention can be reduced.

Long-term memory also influences many stages. Panel members must bear in-
structions in mind and they must perform manipulations learned. This memory
contains all the standards with which the observer must compare his sensations.

Long-term memory plays an important role in the preferences of a panel member.
Its influence will be discussed in the same way as attention. But first let us consider
the actual stages of sensory perception.

The sensory processes

The senses of smell, taste, touch (hand and tongue), vision, hearing (sounds in
the oral cavity) and kinaesthesis (iudging hardness, elasticity etc.) are involved in
sensory perception. They transduce physical messages from the environment into
different neural messages. Often mechanisms in the sense organs themselves (lateral

inhibition) accentuate differences in the perceived stimuli so that the difference in
the neural message may be larger than in the physical message. On the other hand,

very small differences in the physical message may be suppressed in the neural

message.

S ens ory infor matio n s torage

All information that is received by the receptors remains available for further
processing for a few tenths of a second. What is not processed within that time is
lost. If new information is received by the same receptors within that time, the

earlier information is usually lost. This brief information storage is the basis for our
experience of continuity in perception. Thus, we do not notice when our own eye

blinks.
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Coding and transfor mation

Processing the information includes coding and transformation. It is difficult to
indicate exactly where in the system the mechanisms for coding and transformation
are seated. Some are inclined to place them just before the selective filter. By
coding and transformation, neural impulses are translated into 'sensations'. Evident-
ly, this is only a hypothetical step known only by its result. Under certain condi-
tions, the physical intensity (1) of the stimulus is related to sensation evoked (S)
according to Stevens' power law: S=In. Under other conditions, Fechners' law
holds: s = klog L without going into detail, we can conclude that transformation
can be described by general rules. Where the coding of qualitative properties is
concerned, the process has to be described by classification.

Selective filter

Since only part of the multitude of impressions can be processed, incoming
information must be selected. Even without noticing, we continually select infor-
mation. When something attracts our attention, other things become less meaning-
ful. The selective filter which decides on accepting or rejecting information, is
influenced by a number of factors.

The expectancy of the subject about the likelihood of something happening is
an important factor. If it is likely to occur, the information will be perceived more
readily. In sensory analysis it is important that the observer knows what he is
looking for. Instructions play a role here.

Another important factor is motivation. The subject can reduce or extend the
mesh of his filter almost infinitely. In sensory analysis, it is important to keep these
influences on the filter as constant as possible within and between sessions.

Short-term mernory

Information that has passed the selective filter can be stored for a short period
of a few seconds in the 'short-term' memory. If it is not processed within about
6-10 seconds, it is lost unless it is explicitly rehearsed. Thus, a telephone number
which we hear, is available for a few seconds, and then we loose it unless we use
'inner speech' to reheame it. In short-term memory, the messages are stored accord-
ing to sound or color, but not to meaning. The sound of a word (the phone
number) still resounds for a few seconds in our head if we want to write it down
after hearing it. In sensory analysis, this short-term memory is important if samples
must be compared. A direct comparison of two odour samples is still possible, but
comparing three samples successively already leads to difficulties, because people
loose impression of the first while smelling the third. Also, one should remember
the rather limited duration of the short-term memory in deciding how many ques-
tions a panel member can answer after one taste of a sample.
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Sensation

In sensory analysis, sensations are measured. These sensations are the end pro-
ducts of the recording of outside stimuli by the senses. However, to a certain extent
they also depend upon the personal history of the subject. Preferences acquired in
life are important. In some cases, it is the only object of sensory analysis to
determine the relationship between the sensation brought about by the sample and

the preferences stored in a person's long-term memory. Sensation and memory
interact in that the sensations to which the subject is exposed in the experiment
strongly influence his pattern of preferences. A foodstuff that was highly appreciated

at the beginning of a test may become unbearable after tasting it a few times in
succession, or appetite for samples may increase during the test. Internal standards

often influence sensation. Sensations may have to be stored as standards in long-

term memory. Familiarity with a sensation determines its nature: sensation and

long-term memory iateract.
Expectation, an aspect of attention, also influences sensation. The intensity of

unexpected novel sensations, for instance, is always overestimated. Sensations never

appear on an .uncoloured' backcloth. They are always more or less expected, more

or less preferred and familiar.
According to the aim of the measurement in sensory analysis, one must empha-

size or minimize the influence of this 'coloured' backcloth. The effect of the

sensory test itself on both memory and attention is important. If one wishes to
assess the preference for a new product, intended for very frequent use by the

consumer, one must familiarize the panel thoroughly with the product before mea-

suring the preference.
In other tests, one must avoid excessive familiarity with the product of the

house in order to validate comparison with competing products. This is best

achieved by confronting the panel regularly with a variety of products in 'blind'
tests. The seeming loss in time resulting from the introduction of samples not to be

assessed may be counterbalanced by the loss in novelty when only the famifar
product is included in the series of samples.

Sensations are multidimensional, but the dimensions found at this level need not
in any way reflect physical properties of the products. Thus the main coloufs
according to which we classify our colour sensations do not reflect the physical

continuum of wavelength. Yetlow is not more blue than is red although it is nearer

to it in wavelength.
Furthermore, dimensions of another soft are involved in the sensations. Impo-

tant psychological dimensions of sensation are: pleasantness - unpleasantness, per-

ceived intensity and the extremeness on the pleasant - unpleasant dimension.

hoperty selection

Since sensation is multidimensional, whereas only one dimension or aspect of
sensation can be measured at one time, the aspect to be measured has to be

selected.
Instruction to the subjects is important in this selection. Aspects of attention

such as motivation and expectation are also of influence. The properties to be
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selected have to be related as closely as possible to those of the sensations them-
selves. In measurement of intensity, this does not provide any problems, but if one
just wishes to compare the taste of samples, difficulties may arise. For instance, if
the panel has to indicate off-flavours of one component of an end product that is
considered unpleasant itself.

Measurement

After selection of the property to be assessed, the actual test takes place. Usual-
ly, this is a comparison with internal or external reference. In fact, even if'absolute'
judgments are made, comparison with an internal reference is involved.

The precision of measurement of course largely depends on the subject's motiva-
tion.

If detection or discrimination is difficult, the subject has to decide whether or
not a signal (or difference in discrimination) is present. As a result of the occur-
rence of'neural noise' (spontaneous activity of the neurons) and the overlap in
sensation of noise alone and signal plus noise, results may be indecisive.

Response selection

After measurement, the response has to be chosen. This has to be done when the
measurement does not lead to an unambiguous conclusion. If so, the subject must
gamble on the response and in doing so he will be influenced strongly by his
expectations about the probability of occurrence of the signal and by his motiva-
tion to give a positive or negative answer. For the type of response that the subject
can give, his instruction is of extreme importance, It must not confront him with
insoluble problems. Berhaps the greatest difficulty in sensory analysis is to put the
right questions. This is all the more difficult, because experimental subjects always
answer the questions put to them, no matter how absurd. The fact that the experi-
menter asks the question gives the panel the impression that it must be answerable.
If not, they just guess.

Another important problem in response selection are code and place references.
If one codes the samples in a preference test with the letters A, B, C and D, the
subjects, whenever they are in doubt will prefer to use Response A. Systematic
variation of the codes over the samples presented may provide a solution. This
solution can be improved by choosing codes for which the subjects have a less
definite preference. For Dutch subjects, we found the letters B, M, T, V and X were
of about equal preference.

Place preferences also may be annoying. The middle of three samples is chosen
more frequently by a number of subjects. Here also systematic variation is needed.

The most important properties of human assessments

Finally let us survey the most important requirements for a good measuring
instrument and see how far human sensory tests meet them.
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Sensitivity

In general, the senses are highly sensitive. Olfactory and tactile sense are often
more sensitive than physical instruments.

Reliability

The senses are not reliable. Sensitivity may vary with the following:
a. Adaptation Sensitivity varies during stimulation. The intensity and duration of
the stimulation are important. The longer and the stronger the stimulation, the
more sensitivity is reduced. After stimulation stops, sensitivity recovers, rapidly at
first. Nevertheless it may take a minute, at least, before the olfaction, for instance,
fully recovers.
b. Physiologtcal condition Sensitivity in women fluctuates with their menstrual
cycle. Other physiological variables like diurnal rhythm and body temperature are
also of influence.
c. Weather conditions Day-to-day fluctuations in sensitivity may result from the
weather. Thus, people are more sensitive to odours the day after a sudden fall in
atmospheric pressure. The atmosphere in the test room is of little consequence.
d. Illnesses, colds, etc.
e. Motivation and expectancy This point has been discussed.

Reliability can be enhanced by controlling factors such as time between stimuli
(adaptation), signal probability (expectation) and motivation.

Reliability can also be enhanced by using large panels to exclude physiological
variables and illnesses and by repeating the measurements to exclude weather con-
ditions.

Linearity

Although the relationship between physical properties of the stimulus and

human response to intensity is not linear, it can be predicted (Fechner's Law,

Steven's Law).

Systematic error

Subjects show systematic error, such as preferences for codes and places. The
effects of systematic error can be eliminated by correction after the test or by
randomizing codes and places.
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Abstract

Increasing numbers of aroma compounds identified in foods require ranking for sensory
importance. Although in foods character-impact compounds can be expected only in a few
cases, there are differences in the contribution df single aroma constituents to flavour. Conclu-
sions from quantitative data of aroma compounds with respect to the aroma quality of the
product may be drawn only, if they are assessed in combination with the aroma effectiveness of
the substances.

Aroma effectiveness can be measured by means of threshold concentrations. A. selection
procedure for important aroma compounds represents the determination of'aroma values', that
is the quotient of content and threshold value ofa substance. Thus aroma indices simply to be
determined can be found as they are needed for solving practical problems in food production.

For reconstruction or imitation of food flavour, however, such data are not sufficient.
Threshold values determined in simple model systems cannot represent exactly the medium
present in foods. Synergistic effects of various aroma compounds may alter the result under
practical conditions. Additionally, aroma values are influenced by lipid content, distribution of
aroma compounds between aqueous and lipid phase, and by sorption of aroma molecules to the
polymer nutrients in foods.

Introduction

The numbers of aroma compounds being identified in particular foodstuffs char-
acterize the rapid development of flavour research within the last two decades. A
comparison of the first list DrWeurman elaborated in 1963 with those published
l0 years later by his colleagues shows that in most foods the number of known
aroma components has increased enormously. Figure 1 demonstrates this raising
complexity of food aroma with three different products (van Straten & de Vrijer,
1973; Rotfie, 1974).

Among these numerous substances, however, key components have been found
only occasionally. According to present knowledge, the aroma of most foods de-
pends on simultaneous perception of many components. Consequently, there are
many problems in the measurement of aroma with instrumental instead of sensory
analysis, in the evaluation of analytical data, and in the development of flavour-
ings.

There are, however, differences in the importance of the single aroma com-
ponents for total flavour. Hitherto, our knowledge about the most important consti-
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Fig. l. Number of aroma compounds identified in three foods.

tuents of particular aromas has been limited. Their recognition seems to be one of
the key problems in flavour research. Further knowledge would, for instance, facili-

tate the search for yardsticks of aroma quality or aroma intensity. Better knowl-
edge about predominant substances within the aroma would enable us to reduce the

quality difference between natural flavour extracts and synthetic mixtures and

would give synthetic mixtures more chance of acceptance by the consumer.

But looking for such components of central importance for total flavour is a

difficult problem. Not only the amount of a volatile substance decides its place in
the complex of aroma components. Aroma effectiveness seems more important.
After failing to find 'character-impact' components among the main volatile sub
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The concept of aroma value

To overcome these difficulties, patton (lgs7) proposed estimation of sensory
threstrold values. our own concept, in studies on bread (Rothe, 1963), we called
'aroma value'. other authors used the terms'odour value'(Mulders, 1973) and
'odour unit' (Guadagni et al., 1966). By this concept, two characteristics of an
aroma compound may be combined: actual concentration and aroma effectiveness.
A measure of 'aroma effectiveness' is threshold value. Since the concept must be as
simple as possible for routine use some simplifications are introduced. .Aroma
value' is the quotient of the concentration of an aroma component to its tfireshold
concentration. The value shows how much actual concentraiion exceeds its thresh-
old. Supposing that substances with equal aroma values have equal odour intensi-
ties, we can rank those substances after analysis in a system.

Relation of aroma effectiveness and threshold value

Let me enlarge on aroma effectiveness and threshold concentration. The proper-
ties are negatively correlated. The more effective an aroma component the more we
can dilute it, with substances like water or air, before the thieshold be reached.
There is no doubt that thresholds are a measure of aroma effectiveness. In recentyears, knowledge has accumulated on thresholds, not only from physiologists butalso from flavour scientists. A few years ago nobody would have predicted a
difference in magnitude of the threshold, for instance, between acetcne and metha-
nethiol of l0? (Rothe et ar., 1972) or between the unsubstituted pyrazine andits
methoxy-isopropyl-derivative of 108 (Seifert et al., 1970).

stances, we must suppose that minor components of high effectiveness govern a
flavour

Table l. Threshold value and .odour value, of some com_
ponents present in the head space over wheaten bread
(water as medium). Mulders. 1973.

Component Odour threshold
value (mg/kg)

Odour
valuer

Acetaldehyde
Dimethyldisulfide
Ethanol
2-Methylpropanal
3-Methylbutanol
Dimethylsulfide
1,1-Diethoxyethane
3-Methylbutanal
2-Methylpropanol

0.12
0.00016

900
0.01
0.77
0.001
0.042
0.007
3.2

57
l6
11
10
10

5
4
J

2

1. Odour values ( 1

propanol, 2-propanone,
2-methylfuran.

were found for 2,3-butanedione,
ethyl formate, etiyl acetate, furan,
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Some aroma values

Before assessing the concept of aroma value, at first the following example for

such a calculation. The data in Table I on flavour of wheaten bread were published

by Mulders (1973). The table includes threstrold values and 'odour values" the

latter calculated as quotient of concentration to threshold concentration'

Mulders(1973)elegantlyexcludedonesourceoferrorinsuchexperiments.A
main disadvantage of our work in this direction and of other authors, too, was using

threshold values estimated in water, whereas the actual concentration of the aroma

components was in the food itself or in an extract. But values from a different

system may cause erroneous conclusions. To overcome thiS problem, Mulders

(-1973) estimated thresholds in a synthetic aqueous solution with the same head-

space chromatogram as the wheaten bread isolates. By this trick, he related the two

concentrations to the same system.

Mulders (1973\ showed that of the 16 substances tested in the head space over

wheaten bread, acetaldehyde was the compound with the highest contribution to

the aroma.
Table I once again demonstrates that major components must not be the impor-

tant ones for aroma. Acetaldehyde plays a leading role in flavour of wheaten

bread. Some simple alkanols and sulphur compounds seem to contribute to the

flavour, too.
Some years ago we found, indeed, that ethanol and the higher alcohols with up

to 5 carbon atoms govern the sensoric impression'fermentation flavour' of wheaten

bread (w6lm et at , tslc). This result shows that with tfie concept of aroma values

compoundssuitableas.aromaindex'willshowup,However,Muldersdidnot
zucceed in producing bread-like aroma by combining the substances in the same

amounts he found in the head space over bread, so that the concept has limitations'

Aroma value criticized

Mathematicalcalculationsofthistypeareveryspeculative'Withtlreconcept
discussed, simplifications are made which may not be permitted in such a complex

sensation like fl"root. Two lines of criticism are possible:

- physiological facts and relations are ignored

- ,r"gt"ct o1 physical factors that can influence aroma perception'

Phisiologically the following facts may be criticized:

Aroma values assume that the sensation produced by components is additive'

Synergistic or antagonistic effects are ignored because mathematical relations are

poorly known.
When calculating and evaluating aroma values, we expect an analrcgous increase

in aroma intensity with concentration above the threstrold for different aroma

components. tn other words, a concentration 50-times the threshold for one aroma

componentoughttorepresentthesameintensityasanaromavalueof50for
*ot^t ", 

component. However, various publications demonstrate differences in tlre

increase in iniensity with concentration (Ktister & Wouters' 1970)'

Because such physiological problems have been discussed in detail by Dr Kbster

(K6ster & wouters, I gl3l, rct us examine some additional aspects of the influence

of some phYsical factors.
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Factors influencing threshold value

Many specialists have shown that threshold values, though constant in principle,
depend upon several conditions. The main factor is the medium. using air as the
most natural diluting agent is possible only if an olfactometer is available to mea-
zure the concentrations being tested. Because only a few laboratories possess such a
complicated and expensive equipment, most dilute with water. Water is the main
constituent of most foods, so threshold studies in an aqueous medium have somejustification.

Guadagni et al. (r963) showed that threshold depends upon the procedure used.The data in Table 2 elucidate tJds fact. They demonstrate tiree wais Lr estimating
the threshold of some aroma components dissolved in water. Guadagni used plastic
flasks that contained the sorutions under test, and which the tester-had to squeeze
while sniffing. In the sensory test of Mulders the solutions were sniffed in openglasses' In our own procedure, we test the aqueous solution by tasting in themouth; here the volatile aroma components reach the odour perception area indi-
rectly via the fauces.

Sometimes there are great differences in results between these three methods.Not only different panels but probably arso different contitions of evaporation ofthe compound may be reasons.
we get, however, different thresholds also between media. Differences of up to

three magnitudes were found for particular aroma components in a particular test
procedure between fquid foods like water, milk, oil, beer or water ethanol mix-

Table 2. Threshold values (mg/kg) of aroma compounds in dependence of the testing procedure(water as medium).

Ethanol
2-Methylpropan-1-ol
3-Methylbutan-1-ol
Butyric acid
Ethyl acetate
Acetaldehyde
2-Methylpropanal
3-Methylbutanal
Hexanal
Decanal
2-Phenylacetaldehyde
Diacetyl
Methane thiol
Dimethyl sulfide
Methional
fyrazine
2-Methoxy-3-isobutylpyrazine

Guadagni
(plastic-flask
method)

Mulders
(smelling on
beakers)

0.6
0.1
0.01
0.007

0.007

0.001

Rothe
(tasting in
the mouth)

100

0.2

0.001
0.0002
0.00s
0.0001
0.004

0.00002

0.0002
175

0.000002

l0
8
0.3
3
0.1
0.9
0.001
0.008
0.02
0.0009
0.009
0.004
0.00002
0.005
0.00004

300
0.00001

900
3

0.8
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tures. Let us discuss possible reasons for this phenomenon'

Perception of an aroma component in a liquid or solid system naturally depends

on its partial pressure above the system. The extent of volatilization, however'

depends not only upon the propertles of the volatile substance, but also on the

properties of the system. r'ooos 
"r" 

.o*por.d of nutrients in either solid or liquid

state. solids like carbohydrates and proteins can bind low-molecular zubstances like

aroma components in dirferent ways and to different extent. This effect touching

our problem of aroma values, too, is discussed in detail under ,'Factors governing

the emanation of volatiles from an odorous substrate" p. l4l. Liquid components

too, like water, oil or water-ethanol mixtures, influence volatility of aroma substan-

".r, "nO 
thus threshold value. But they operate differently from solids'

'Cuaoagni et al. (1972,) estimated tt*ishotos for different media. Table 3 shows

thresholdsbytheplasticflaskmethodofsomearomacomponentsinwaterand
odourless veletable oil. The great differences between the media depended also on

the aroma component tested. There are extreme differences in the ratio between

thresrrold values in water and oil. They must be caused by intermolecular relations

between the diluting agent and the particular component'

Table 3. Different ratios for odour thresholds in watel and vegetable

.if. 'ift-*tf,ofa values from Guadagni, Butterv & Turnbaugh (1972)'

in parts Per 10e Parts.

Compound Threshold
concentration

Ratio
oil to water

in water in oil

Methional
2,5-DimethYlPYrazine
2-Phenylethanal
Hexanal
Hept-2-enal
Nonanal
Non-2-enal
Dec-2-enal

0.2
1800

4.0
4.5

13.0
1.0
0.08
0.3

0.2
2600

22
t20

1500
1000

150
2100

1:1
1 : 1.4
1:5
| :27
1:115
1 : 1000
1 : 1875
I :7000

Table 4. Changes in threshold values influenced by the lipid

content of tIe medium' Threshold values determined by

tasting (mg/kg).

Water Skim-milk Milk

Lipid content (%)

Cream

Vanillin
Diacetyl
Furfural
Maltol

0

0.02
0.004
0.04
0.6

0.03

0.04
0.007

2.5

0.04
0.04
0.4
0.8

30

ll6

0.6

0.05
0.07
0.7
6.0



This observation, however, leads to another conclusion of some practical impor-
tance. If there are large differences between thresholds in water and oil, the passing
from one phase into the other must alter the perceptibility of the aroma compo-
nent. There must be consequences not only for aroma intensity of a food, but also
for aroma quality.

Such considerations are indeed of practical importance. Table 4 demonstrates
with water, milk, and cream for example that increasing lipid content of the system
raises the threshold of aroma substances, thus reducing aroma effectiveness. This is
the reason why cream ice requires a much higher proportion of flavouring ingre-
dients than simple ices based upon whole milk or non-fat milk.

If the presence of lipids in food systems thus alters aroma properties, the size of
the effect must depend also on the distribution coefficients between the aqueous
and lipid phases. Because of the heterogeneous structures of aroma compounds,
there are large differences in the coefficients. Table 5 includes only a few data on
this property. However, it clearly shows that in a combined waterflipid system the
main part of some aroma components dissolves in the aqueous phase,ihus contribu-
ting a strong aroma, whereas others migrate into the lipid phase, losing some of its
effective aroma.

For solid foods similar relations must be proposed, but such systems are much
more complex. The amount of aroma compinents volatilized and perceptible will

Table 5. Distribution coefficients of
some aroma compounds between wa-
ter and vegetable oil (equal parts
water and oil; 20 "C).

Compound

Ethanol
Maltol
Diacetyl
Butanol
Furfural
Vanillin

Ratio
water : oil

1:0.11
I : 0.13
I : 0.45
I : 0.78
I : 1.04
I :2."19

Table 6. Perceptibility of aroma compounds in water and wheaten bread.
Threshold values determined by tasting (mglkg).

Compound

Diacetyl
Maltol
Ethanol
Ethylmaltol
Vanillin
3-Methylbutan-1-ol

Threshold value

in water in wheaten bread

Ratio
wheaten bread: water

0.004
0.6

10
0.08
0.02
0.7

10
800

12300
60

7.5
l8

2500
1330
I230
750
375

26
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beinfluencedbytypeandstrengthofsorptiontotJresolids.Iwillgiveafew
examples by comparison of threshold values in water and wheaten bread' Bread is

anappropriatesystemforthispurposeifmadewithoutfatandsugar,beingthen
composed mainly of starch, protein, and water'

Table6showsthegreatreductioninaromaperceptibilitywithbreadinsteadof
water. we cannot therefore extrapolate data on threshold concentrations in water

to such a solid system without a large error. This criticism applies also to our earlier

work in which aroma values were calculated from the thresholds of components in

aqueous solutions.

Conclusion

with all the restrictions to appraisal of such aroma values, the concept seems

onlyoflimitedapp[cation.Directconsequencesmaybedrawnonlyforsimple
,yJ"-r. A rankinj for the ruoma components seems as critical as using only t1,e

components of high aroma value for flavouring'
But it is our limiteJ knowledge in this field which restricts the application of

aromavalue'Ifweunderstoodmoreaboutsensoryperception,aboutsynergismand
antagonism,andabouttheinfluencesofthesystem'sproperties,wecouldcorrect
the rezults of such calculations and broaden the utility of the concept' without

zuch detailed knowledge, aroma values should be considered with caution.

Nevertheless, large differences in aroma values may be taken as an index of

Table 7. Relative percentage and odour units of aroma compounds in

potato-criqp oil. Guadagrri, Buttery & Turnbaugh' 1972'

Compound Relative 7o

in potato-
crisp oil

Threshold
value
(parts/
10e parts
of oil)

10-3 x
Number
of odour
units

Methional
2-PhenylacetaldehYde
3-Methylbutanal
2-Ethyl-3,6-dimethYlPYrazine
Deca-2,4-dienal
2-Methylbutanal
2-Ethyl-5 -methylpYrazine
Pent-1-en-3-one
Hexanal
2-MethylproPanal
Non-2-enal
2,5-DiethYlPYrazine
2,5-DimethylPYrazine
Heptanal
Oct-2-enal
Hept-2-enal
Dec-2-enal
Nonanal

2.0
18.0

5.0
6.5
'1.5

7.4
6.0
0.1
2.1
0.5
1.5
1.0
6.5
0.6
0;7
1.8
t.2
0.1

0.2
22
13
24

135
140
320

5.5
120
43

150
270

2 600
250
500

1 500
2 100
1 000

100 000
8 180
3 8s0
2 720

560
530
190
180
175
120
100

3'l
25
24
l4
t2

6
1
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aroma effectiveness. Before finishing, an example for this expectation. Table 7

shows another result from the interesting work of Guadagni and coworkers on
potato-crisps.

The main solvent for aroma compounds in potato-crisps is fat. So Guadagni
calculated his 'odour unit' from thresholds in vegetable oil. Methional was ranked
first among the aroma compounds he tested. Because of the large difference from
other components, we may expect that this substance is dominant in the aroma of
potato-crisps. This conclusion is right. In comparisons between whole potato-crisps
aroma and 14 components a trained sensoric panel found methional the most simi-
lar component.

The use of threshold concentrations for evaluating quantitative aroma analysis

today may still raise too many problems of detail. But we must accept tfiat there
are only a few other ways of solving the mysterious complexity of flood flavours.
We have to learn more about the physiology of aroma perception, about the rela-
tions between flavour components, about physical properties that influence aroma
effectiveness. If we ignore these problems, the concept of aroma values will fail its
purpose. But if we consider it as a tool for increasing our knowledge, there is no
doubt that this may be one of several ways of unravelling the p:uzzle of food aroma.
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Abstract

By gas chromatography aroma components of distilled beverages, especially whisky, were
identified as mainly volatile carbonyl compounds, fusel alcohols, esters and fatty acids. The
odour threshold of an identified aroma component is a yardstick of its contribution to the
strength of the aroma perceived. A method was developed for estimating statistically checked
odour thresholds. A whisky imitation with 67 ingredient substances and rectified grain spirit
was used as a model of the aroma complex. The odour thresholds were used with quantitative
gas chromatography to determine the relative odour intensity of individual aroma components,
and their mixtures. These relative intensities revealed several possible kinds of interaction in
aroma components and their mixtures. By statistics an attempt was made to verify observed
synergistic additive or suppressive effects.

Aroma is one of the most important characteristics of alcoholic beverages, but
also the most difficult to assess. Gas chromatography shows that the aroma of
whisky is composed of several carbonyls, alcohols, fatty acids and esters. The aroma
of whisky is a mixed flavour complex, the characteristics being determined by
many volatile components and their interactions. The components may not contrib-
ute equally to the total aroma. Furthermore, the importance of an individual
component in the sensory impression may depend upon interactions with other
aroma components.

Aroma composition of whisky

The aroma of whisky consists of more than 200 iuoma components (Table l).
carbonyl compounds with low boiling temperatures and sharp smells are important
in aroma despite their low concentration. The unpleasantly pungent portion of the
aldehydes appearing in fermentation solutions is removed during distillation. As the
beverage matures, remaining aldehydes react with alcohol to form the more pleas-
antly smelling acetals. The predominant aldehydes in blended wh-iskies are acetalde-
hyde, rso-butyraldehyde and lso-valeraldehyde. Furfural, with its grain-like aroma,
has also been found in whisky. Diacetyl and 2,3-pentanedione are the most impor-
tant vicinal diketones (Ronkainen & Suomalainen, 1969).

Fusel alcohols form the predominant group of components in whisky aroma.
These alcohols are formed from sugars and amino acids during fermentation. Their
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Table 1. Number of aroma components in whisky (Suomalainen & Ny-
kiinen, 1972).

Number of
components

Total

Aliphatic carbonyl compounds
Cyclic and aromatic carbonyl compounds
Acetals

L7
6

1t

25

34

25

32

Alcohols

Monocarboxylic acids
Aliphatic dicarboxylic acids
Aromatic carboxylic acids
Hydroxy acids

Lactones

Monocarboxylic esters
Dicarboxylic esters
Aromatic carboxylic esters

Phenolic compounds

Hydrocarbons

Nitrogen compounds

Sulphur compounds

Sugars

Unclassified compounds

Total

25
J

J

I
3

s9
4
6

))

.,

69

9

))
9

t2

7

4

9

226

t2
,|

4

9

composition is also influenced by the distillation method. 3-Methylbutan-1-ol,
r'so-butyl alcohol, 2-methylbutan-l-ol and n-ptopyl alcohol ale predominant.

Not only the composition of the fusel fraction but also its concentration varies

from one type of whisky to another (Suomalainen,l9ll).
The free fatty acids in fermented solutions distil easily with steam and alcohol

and thus appear in appreciable concentrations also in other distilled beverages than
whisky. Besides the short-chain fatty acids from acetic acid to iso-valeric acid,
long-chain fatty acids with even numbers of carbon atoms iue major components.
Palmitoleic acid is an important unsaturated fatty acid in Scotch whisky. The major
acid component is acetic acid (Nykiinen et al., 1968).

The esters and other neutral compounds are numerically the largest group in
distilled beverages. Because esters generally have a pleasant and, some of them, a

very intense odour, it may be assumed that they appear as important aroma com-

ponents. 3-Methylbutyl, rso-butyl and ethyl esters corresponding to the acids

in the whisky, some alcohols of high boiling temperature and at least one

lactone were found in the aroma fraction of a Scotch malt whisky (Fig. l). The

typical strong stearin-like smell of Scotch malt whisky is thought to be due to
long-chain alcohols and esters of long-chain acids, especially ethyl palmitate and

palmitoleate (Suomalainen & Nykdnen, 1970a).
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Fig..l. Gas chromatogram of the aroma compounds of Scotch malt whisky. I solvent, 2 ethyl
acetate,3 ethanol, 4 ethyl l'so-butyrate, 5 unknown, 6 tto-butyl acetate, T ethyl butyrate, 8 rso-

butyl alcohol, 9 3-methylbutyl acetate, 10 l-butanol, 1l 3-methylbutan'1-o1, 12 ethyl
hexanoate, 13 3-methylbutyl liso-butyrate, 14 3-methylbutyl ro-valerate, 15 l-hexanol and
ethyl lactate, 16 3-methylbutyl valerate, 17 ethyl octanoate, 18 3-methylbutyl hexanoate and
furfural, 19 l-octanol and ethyl nonanoate, 20 ethyl decanoate, 21 3-methylbutyl octanoate,
22 ethyl gdecenoate, 23 ldecanol and ethyl undecanoate, 24 gphenethyl formate, 25
p-phenethyl acetate, 26 ethyl dodecanoate, 27 3-methylbutyl decanoate, 28 &phenethyl
alcohol,29 ldodecanol, 30 2-methyl-4-hydroxy-octanoic acid lactone, 31 ethyl tetradecanoate,
32 l-tetradecanol, 33 ethyl hexadecanoate, 34 ethyl palmitoleate, 35 l-hexadecanol, 36 ethyl
octadecanoate, 37 ethyl oleate, 38 ethyl linoleate (Suomalainen & Nykiinen, 1970b).

Although the aroma of whisky is composed of hundreds of aroma components,
the same main volatiles appear not only in the aroma fraction of different types of
whisky but also in the aroma of beer, wine and other distilled beverages (Suoma-

lainen & Nykdnen, 1972; Suomalainen et al., 1974). Thus the nroma composition
seems to dopend only slightly on the nature of the raw materials. The quantitatively
most important aroma components are produced by the yeast during fermentation.
In distilled beverages, the aroma composition is further affected by the technique
of distillation and by maturing.

In spite of the similarity of the aromas by chemical analysis, it is easy to differen-
tiate between one beverage and another by flavour. As the number of identified
aroma components increases, it becomes more difficult to determine which contrib.
ute most to the characteristic aroma of an alcoholic beverage. As yet, aroma com-
position cannot be expressed by analytical data alone; in other words, such data do
not characterize the quality of the beverage in the same way as does an organoleptic
test. This is probably because the aroma is sensed as a whole of all the components
whereas the chemical analysis only reveals individual components and their concen-

trations.
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Thresholds

Aroma is the sensory response evoked by volatiles. The question arises whether
each component exerts an influence in the aroma equivalent to its concentration in
a beverage. one means of estimating the contribution of an individuat compound to
the total aroma is by determining its threshold. Thresholds are commonly used as a
measure of the flavour significance of aroma substances (Harrison, 1967;Rothe et
al., 1972; Meilgaard et al., 1970). Before a threshold can be considered character-
istic of a sensory system, it has to be specified in statistical terms.

A method was developed for determining the perception thresholds of some
volatiles detected in whisky by gas chromatography (Salo, 1970a). The panel was
selected from the laboratory staff. A triangular test was applied, a solution of pure
grain spirit in water, mass fraction of ethanol 0.094, being used as solvent and for
blanks. Because individuals vary in their response to the odour of pure compounds
and even more to a mixture, the number of odd samples correctly identified in the
triangle test were corrected by using the percentage-above-chance scores. when the
concentrations were plotted against these scores on log-probability paper, the
graphical model seemed to fit a straight Iine (Fig. 2). The regression line of the
percentage-above-chance scores proved to be a useful model, and the distribution of
the scores could be assumed to follow the normal probability function.

J
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Fig. 2. Percentage-above-chance scores as a normal probability function of logarithmic mass
concentration (ppm) of some alcohols and diacetyl (Salo, 1970a).
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Table 2. Threshold dilutions of 9 whiskies of various types and of a
whisky imitation (Salo, unpublished).

Scotch malt whisky
Scotch, old blended whisky
Scotch blended whisky
Irish whisky
Scotch whisky, bottled in Finland
Scotch whisky, blended with Finnish

grain spirit
Bourbon whisky
Irish whisky
Artificial whisky imitation
Canadian whisky

0.s6
0.87
t.20
1.30
1.40

Threshold
dilution
x 10-a

One standard
deviation range
x 10-a

0.2 -1.3
0.5 -1.5
0.3 -4.2
0.4 --2.0
0.6 -3.3

1.0 -10.0
0.6 -11.5
2.7 -7.5
2.0 -39.0
3.0 -37.0

2.00
2.40
4.50
8.80

10.40

The concentration that, on average, is detectable n SMo of the cases is com-
monly accepted as the threshold. At first the threshold values were read from the
intersection of the regression line with the 50 percent-above-chance score ordinate.
Subsequently, a special computer program was developed, in which the thresholds
and their standard deviations could be read directly. With this method, the thresh-
old values were mainly dependent upon the substances themselves (Salo, 1970b).

The detection threshold could be estimated, not only for individual compounds
but also for strength of the total aroma of a beverage. The identification threshold
was determined by diluting a sample of whisky with pure distilled water until the
characteristic aroma of whisky was just recognized (Table 2).

A whisky imitation

The thresholds merely' represent the situation when a component is alone in a
system, here a solution of rectified grain spirit and water. The aroma of an alcoholic
beverage, however, is typically a mixture of many components, and the concentra-
tion and proportions of these components can vary within limits without any
considerable change in perceived aroma (Suomalainen & Nykdnen, 1970b). Clearly,
more attention is needed to the proportions of these aroma components and their
sensory effects.

An artificial beverage, an imitation of blended Scotch whisky, was prepared in
accordance with data ftom gas chromatography (Salo et al., 1972} The whisky
imitation consisted of 9 carbonyls, l3 alcohols,2l acids, 24 esters and highly recti-
fied grain spirit. When the imitation was mixed with a Scotch whisky, the panel
could detect no significant change in whisky aroma until the mixture contained at
least 6Mo of the imitation beverage. It was assumed that this synthetic whisky
model reflected the composition of the aroma in genuine whiskies and could be
used as a model of the aroma complex that actually occurs in whiskies.

In addition to thresholds for individual compounds, thresholds were also deter-
mined for some mixtures of compounds, for aroma fractions of alcohols, acids,
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Alcohob Acids Esters Carbonyl
compounds

Fig. 3, Mass fraction (%) (hatched) of alcohols, acids, esters and carbonyl compounds in total
system and their contributions (%) to 'odour units' (white) of a whisky imitation (Salo, un-
published).

esters and carbonyls, and even for the whole beverage. The relative contribution of
each component, mixture or fraction to the odour was estimated by dividing the
concentration by the respective threshold. This quotient was called tJl:e 'odour
unit'. The contribution of fractions of alcohols, esters, fatty acids and carbonyls
differs markedly, according to whether they are measured in odour units or relative
mass (Fig. 3).

Odour interactions

It proved difficult to express the relative intensity of aroma fractions and mix-
tures containing several components as a sum of the odour units of the separate
components. Furthermore, although the tests were under controlled conditions, the
estimates of threshold were variable. Consequently a standard deviation for the
threshold values was estimated. At the threshold of a mixture, its odour was just
perceptible, and the sum of the odour unit values of the components was equal to
the odour units of the mixture, assuming components did not interact (Salo, 1973).

Og * Og * OO. ..= Ol

where
og, og, op
O1
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= odour unit values of the components B, C, D ...
= odour unit value of a Mixture l.



Division of both sides of the equation by the odour unit value of the mixture (O t )
gives the predicted contribution of each component to the odour:

OO

O1 = 100+..+9P
O1

+100 x
Og lO1

where:
B, C, D . . . = components in the mixture
I - Mixture l.

If the observed sum of the proportion values ( 100 x Sl of the components in' ul'
a mixture equals 100, the contributions to aroma are additive. If the sum is less

than 100, the components are synergistic, and if the sum exceeds 100, the com-
ponents interact suppressively. The standard deviation of the proportion values
could be calculated from the threshold values and standard deviations of the indi-
vidual components and the threshold value and standard deviation of the mixture.
Furthermore, we tested statistically whether the calculated total deviated signifi-
cantly from the expected value of 100.

Some examples of interactions among ruoma components in the whisky imita-
tion are shown in Tables 3-5. In the alcohol fraction (Table 3), only three alcohols
have an odour unit more than one, and all alcohols seemed additive. Nevertheless,
the proportion value of 3-methylbutan-lol did not deviate significantly from the
proportion value of the whole fraction. Thus, 3-methylbutan-l-ol dominates the
aroma intensity of the alcohol fraction. 3-Methylbutan-l-ol has also been observed
to be t}te major higher aliphatic alcohol in beer (Meilgaard et al., 1971). Alcohol
Mixture 2 represents a model mixture in which the two components contribute
equally to the total aroma.

Table 3. Contribution of alcohols to strength of aroma of the alcohol fraction of
tlle whisky imitation (Salo et al., 19'13).

'Odour unit' 'Proportion value'

in Mixture in alcohol in Mixture
fraction

in alcohol
fraction

Alcohol Mixture 1

(9 alcohols with odour
units less than 0.5)

Alcohol Mixture 2
lso-Butyl alcohol
2-Methylbutan-1-ol

3-Methylbutan-1-ol
ftPhenethyl alcohol

Total alcohols

ns = Total value does not deviate significantly from the expected value 100
(P > 0.10).

2.3
2.9

2.1
5.0 lo3.ons

46.0
5 7.0

4.7
11.0

36.0
0.6

45.4

78.6
1.3

g5.6ns
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Table 4. Contribution of acids to the strength of aroma of the acid fraction of
the whisky imitation (Salo et a1.,1972; Salo, 1973).

'Odour unit' 'Proportion value'

in Mixture in acid
fraction

in Mixture in acid
fraction

Acid Mixture I
(13 acids with odour
units less than 0.1)

Acid Mixture 2
rso-Butyric acid
Butyric acid
Hexanoic acid

Acid Mixture 3
Acetic acid
rio-Valeric acid
Octanoic acid
Decanoic acid
Dodecanoic acid

Total acids

0.8
J.'

1.9
8.4

0.3
0.2
0.3

24.6***
9.6
7.2
7.8

I 5.6* **
2.3
7.4
1.6
3.2
2.1

57.4 144.0

39.8 154.0* *

{.:r. = Total deviates significantly from the expected value of 100 (P < 0.01).
*** = Total deviates highly significantly from the expected value of 100 (P <
0.001).

In the acid fraction (Table 4), Acid Mixture 2 and Acid Mixture 3 both display
synergism, although in Mixture 2 all components were present at subthreshold con-
centrations. However, suppressive effects were displayed in the total acid fraction.
Because of its lower threshold than other acids, ,ro-valeric acid may lower
the threshold of Acid Mixture 3, but could not affect the threshold of the whole
fraction to the same extent. This may explain the suppressive effects found, and
suggests how profoundly the aroma is influenced by even small variations in the
amount of lso-valeric acid.

Synergism was observed in the total strength of the aroma of the whisky imita-
tion (Table 5). Carbonyl compounds and esters should make a larger contribution
to the total aroma than do alcohols and acids. The combined contribution of
alcohols and acids amounts to less than a tenth of the total odour, although their
mass fraction in total aroma fraction is fully 0.8 (Fig. 3). 3-Methylbutan-l-ol, and
the aroma components of Acid Mixture 3, Ester Mixture 3 and Carbonyl Mixture 2
contribute substantially to the aroma intensity of this whisky imitation. Additivity
replaced synergism when the interactions within aroma fractions were included in
the calculation for the total aroma, so that the interactions that influence the
perceived total aroma can perhaps be calculated by the contributions of individual
aroma components.

t28

1.4
4.3
0.9
1.8
t.2



Table 5. The aroma intensity of the whisky imitation (Salo et al., 1972;
Salo 1973).

'Odour unit' 'Proportion value'

Alcohol Mixture 1 (Table 3)
Alcohol Mixture 2 (Table 3)
3-Methylbutan-1-ol
frPhenethyl alcohol
Alcohols

Acid Mixture I (Table 4)
Acid Mixture 2 (Table 4)
Acid Mixture 3 (Table 4)
Acids

Ester Mixture I
Ester Mixture 2
Ester Mixture 3
Esters

Carbonyl Mixture 1

Carbonyl Mixture 2
Carbonyl compounds

Whisky imitation total

0.8
3.3

51.4
39.8

0.07
0.3
5.1
3.5

L2.t
8.9

t37
296

18.0
542
6s8

1.1
0.8

t2.r
26.2

1.6
48.0
58.2

72.9**tE from Mixtures
91.9ns from fractions

2.1
5.0

36.0
0.6

45.4

0.2
0.4
3.2
0.05
4.0

I 130

ns = Total does not deviate significantly from the expected value of
100 (P > 0.10).
*** = Total deviates highly sigaificantly from the expected value of 100
(P < 0.001).
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Techniques for assessing odour: uses and limitations

D. G. Land

Agricultural Research council, Food Research Institute, cotney Lane, Norwich
NR4 7UA, England

Abstract

The main methods which are available for characterization and measurement of odour qualities
- free description, flavour profile, directed description with rating and semantic differential -are briefly outlined. Each method is analysed is far as availabile data allow, in terms ofrequirements for personnel, including training, sensitivity or power of discrimination, repro-ducibility and the interpretation and limitations of the data obtained. Some eifects of varia-
tions between people (both individually and as panels), between stimuli and between differentqualities perceived on the results are discussed. Finaliy, some potential ui"ur of development
and improvements of techniques are suggested.

Introduction and review

anracterization or description of odour has been an activity of man from his
earliest existence. It arose from his primitive need to communicate information on
odour, relating to food, the hunt, or even his own safety. Despite great advances in
our understanding of the chemical stimuli (for all odours are the result of a chemi-
cal stimulus) and investigation of the qualities required for adequate description,
odour is still largely described by object language, i.e. in terms of it, ,or."., 

".g.mushroom. such terms themselves allow for much variety of qualificatio.r, 
".!.which species of mushroom? Raw or cooked? Immature, mature or decomposing? In

the search for more precise and discriminating ways of characterizing odours, many
attempts have been made to characterize them in terms of multiple-constituent
odour qualities or notes. These range from methods based entirely on matching to
chemical standards (crocker & Henderson, 1927; schutz, 1964; Amoore & ven_
strom, 1966) which are not now used in practice to those in which affective (feeling
or emotional) terms without standards are used (e.g. paukner, 1965). All are basi-
cally profile methods, in which odours are expressed in terms of relative amounts
of, or similarities to, constituent characters.

Methods in use fall into four partially overlapping techniques. These are seman-
tic differential, free description, 'flavour pro/ile' and directed description.

The method of semantic differential has been applied to odour by paukner
(1965) and Yoshida (1964), and consists of rating the odour in terms of a list of
uni- or bipolar descriptions relating to attitudes or feelings. It requires at least
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20 people and has been applied more with consumer research in mind than as a

laboratory procedure for describing odours'

Free description methods consist of the unstructured assessment of qualities'

one asks no question other than 'what are the constituent notes of this odour?"

usually in the order they are perceived. The method is used extensively by profes-

sional perfumers, and wine and tea tasters. Performance with experts is generally

thouehi to be good but in at least one study (Jones, 1g6g) some doubt has been

cast 
-upon 

their performance. When inexperienced, but science-orientated subjects

were tested in groups of about 50, many terms were used, although with most stim-

uli there was a clear indication of major qualities(Harperet al., 1968a);howevera

wide range of other terms were also used by a small proportion of subjects. The

method irovides useful supplementary information in conjunction with difference

tests and also provides a basis for the extensively used flavour-profile technique

originated by the Arthur D. Little organization'
th" fl"ro.r, profile method involves 4-5 highly trained assessors, one of whom

is the leader. The panel evaluates the constituent notes of an odour, their approxi-

mate strength, the order of appearance and the overall impression first indepen-

dently and then by discussion, and arrives at a consensus evaluation. The method has

been extensively used but little data on its performance have been published al-

though it is claimed to reproduce consistently (caul, 1957). The technique hardly

requires further descriPtion.
The directed descriptive approach is a development of the flavour profile but

differs in that a series of specific questions on how much, if any, of each of an

extensive list of odour charaiters is present. The results, which are obtained by each

of about lO-12 assessors independently, can be assessed by statistical methods' It
is based largely on the technique of Pilgrim & Schutz (195?) and wasextendedin

the work of Harper et al. (1968a, b), applied to some stimuli proposed as odour

standards (Land et al., 1970), and first applied to a practical food problem (bilberry

juice) by von Sydow et al. (1970). The method has since been developed further

and used for blackcurrants (von sydow & Kadsson, I 97 I ) and to cooked meats (Perr

son et a1., 1973). The method has also been used by Clapperton(1973' 1974) on

beers and a similar method using an interval scale (Stone et al', 1974) has been

applied to beer (McCredv et al., 1974)-

Directed odour descriPtion

The technique involves using a panel of selected assessors to rate for intensity all

relevant qualities of an odour as a series of successive questions. Ideally the panel is

selected fiom people of known consistency, discrimination and sensitivity who have

a wide Uact<grount of odorous chemicals and the ability to expfess the character in

words. In piactice it is not difficult in a laboratory to obtain enough people who

perform adequately with further special training'
The test form is evolved from a generalized form (Harper et al., 1968a) supple-

mented with any additional terms required. 'Round-table' sessions with specific

samples result either in clarification of the use of divergent qualities or in agreement

to differ; if there is disagreement the terms are retained'

Trainfurg is normally carried out with a range of samples of the material to be
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tested. Repeated assessment of the same materials provides an index of improve-
ment in consistency. It is difficult to make specific recommendations on training as
the replication necessary will be greatly influenced by the previous experience of
the panel with the product or similar products, and with the use of other sensory
descriptive techniques.

Panel performance

Performance of a panel is a composite of consistency (ability to replicate with
little variance), discrimination (ability to distinguish between small differences in
qualities) and sensitivity (ability to detect traces). Clearly these factors are inter-
related; for example if a panel could not discriminate differences but was consis-
tent, the results would be valueless. A sensitive panel may be less consistent than a
less sensitive panel which cannot detect such small differences; however the results
from the former may be very useful despite the greater variance. clearly the ideal
panel would be sensitive, discriminating and consistent. The problem of how to
measure and assess these is far from simple.

Any panel is composed of individuals, and, as living organisms, will have in-
herent biological variation. Consequently they will show both within-individual and
between-individual variation. The former can occur with some otherwise normally
c,onsistent individuals, who may have an 'off-day'. such variations may only occur
occasionally but may reflect physiological changes. Differences between individuals
are well-known, particularly in preference. The saying 'one man's meat is another
man's poison' occurs in different forms in many cultures. such differences may be
much more fundamental than preference or conditioned response - the data in
Table I suggest a clear difference in the character perceived. Although at present
these variations, which are quite real and consistent, can only be observed and
noted, in the future it may be possible to use the information much more fully in
predicting minority population responses.

Table 1. Individual variation in odour perception by
experienced subjects for phenylacetic acid (1.5% in
dinonyl phthalate). Qualities and intensity ratings on
0-5 scale. Hedonic rating on 9-point scale.

Subject 2 Subject 17

musk like
floral
sweet
fragrant
sharp, pungent
aromatic
heavy
almond
very pleasant
strength

putrid
animal
sweaty
faecal
meaty (cooked)
burnt, smoky
ammoniacal
oily, fatty
sharp, pungent
very unpleasant
strength

4
4
J
')

I
1

I
I
I
8
4

3

J

2
,,

2

1

1

1

)
3
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Table2. Within-subject range in
notes on a 0-5 scale. Cumulative

replicate ratings. Individual odour character
/o f r equency distribution.

Range between
replicates

00'
0+t
0-1
0-2
0-3
o-4
0-5

10 substances
(2 replications
panel size: l0)

3 substances
(3 replications
panel size: 8)

5 bilberry juices
(4 replications
panel size: 10)

t9
34
't2
92
98
99

100

L2
24
6l
90
97
97

100

24
42
74
9l
97

100
r00

1. 00 = qualities consistently absent
0+ = qualities consistently present

Table 3. Odour qualities ofbilberry juice (raw data). 0-5 rating scale.

Quality Assessor Total

Fruity
Green, cut grass

Sweet
Apple-like,
Blackberry
Fragrant
Strawberry, unripe
Apple-like,
Sickly

cooked

Sharp, pungent
Blackcurrant
Metallic
Strength
Total qualitY
ratings

The extent to which these differences in response between people are considered

in selecting a panel depends upon the purpose of the work. If the purpose is to
characte7jze the sensory properties of a material, a panel is required which is not
selected other than for their ability to use the technique consistently, and for
general discrimination of odours. On the other hand, if the purpose is to follow
changes in a particular product, for example in order to optimize processing condi-

tions for the best sensory quality, then a panel which represents the more sensitive

part of the population to variations in that product is required, and selection on

discrimination and sensitivity to the attributes of that particular product is required
in addition to consistenry and general discrimination.

raw

CGHBDJRTNM
02322333ss28
212411014117
o21110312415
00211222051s
011020204212
02100031t210
03100001038
20000000327
21100001111
00201101207
01100202006
20001010105
3343242334
8131589914132325
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In practice this variation between people seems to account for far more vari-
ability than that within people. consistency of response of individuals is often
remarkable when the difficulty of the task is considered. Estimates of odour
strength of 10 chemicals in duplicate by l0 people and of three chemicals in tripli-
cate by 8 people showed that 94% ar,d 88%, respectively, of responses agreed
within one unit on a 0-5scale where in both cases the mean rating was 3. l.
Similarly with individual qualities (Table 2) the same stimuli were assessed with
9Vo of replicate values within a range of 2units (i.e. t l);similarresultswere also
obtained with more complex stimuli (bilberry juice).

when each individual assesses an odour consistently, then clearly the panel as a
whole will also be consistent. Table 3 illustrates some raw data from one of five
assessments of bilberry juice. Major qualities were found by most people but none
by all. Some minor qualities were found to be important to a few people. The
quality 'apple-like, cooked' was scored by the same three assessors 14 out of
l5 times in five replicates. Similarly the four who used 'strawberry-like, unripe' used
it in each of the replicates. Similar minority usage of certain terms can also be seen
in the data of Persson et at. (1973) and of clapperton (1973). Table 3 also illus-
trates the wide range in number habit between people. some use few qualities and
low numbers; others use many qualities and high numbers, but they are consistent.
At the Food Research Institute we have never tried to 'train' people into greater
uniformity of number use lest the change in established number habits increases
variability. These results also reflect variation in sensitivity between individuals.

Aggregate panel consistenry is shown in results of five replicate assessments of
bilberry iuice (Table 4) (von sydow et al., 1970), where the standard errors of the
means are low. A similar order of panel variance was found by persson et al. ( 1973)
on meats.

A further illustration of panel consistency and stability with time is shown in
Table 5. On three occasions over a period of 15 months, a serie$ of chemical stimuli
was assessed. Results from the whole panels and also from the eight people com-

Table 4. Major odour qualities of bilberry juices. Mean scores, ranges and standard errors of 5
replications.
comparison of mean scores of 2 juices with 1 and 3 pg/l ethyl 2-methylbutyrate, respectively.

Odour quality Bilberry juice (5 replicates)

mean panel range standard error
score of the mean

Stripped bilbery juice
+ ffans-2-hexenal (3 pg,/l)
+ ethyl 3-methylbutyrate (0.06 pgll)
+ ethyl 2-methylbutyrate (l or 3 pgll)
I pell 3 pelr

Fruity
Green, cut grass

Sweet
Apple-like,
Blackberry
Fragrant
Apple-like, cooked

Strength

raw

25.6
17.4
12.6
t2.4
12.0

8.4
8.2

t 0.9
t 0.7
t 1.0
t 1.8
t 0.5
+ 0.8
t 1.1

24.0
14.5
l3.s
15.5
7.5
6.5
9.s

2.6s

25.3
t4.7
t4.3
18.3
t2.t
8.9
8.5

2.70

+'ra
t 1.9
t 2.0
x 2.5
+ 1.4
r 1.5
t 1.9
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Table 5. Effect of change in panel personnel and of time on mean panel scores

for major qualities in hexanethiol (0.025% in dinonyl phthalate). Panel size in

brackets.

Quality Occasion Mixed panel
mean (range)

Sulphurous
Putrid
Garlic
Heavy
Sickly
Sharp, acid
Warm
Animal

Strength

Interyal (months)

(8)

2.9
2.0
0.6
1.6
0.5
0.8
0.7
0.6

3.3

2
(8)

1

(8)
1

(1 s)

2.5
2.3
2.0
1.7
0.9
0.5
0.5
0.3

3.',l

2.4
1.8
1.8
1.5
0.5
0.6
0.5
0.3

3.5

2.5
r.9
0.6
1.0
1.0
0.9
0.3
0.6

3.4

(15+10+12)

2.6 (0.3)
2.0 (0.6)
1.4 (0.9)
1.2 (0.9)
0.7 (0.7)
0.6 (0.2)
0.s (0.1)
0.s (0.s)

3.3 (0.4)

t4

mon to all three panels, although showing more variation than on replication within

a short period suggest the stability of the technique.

Sensitivity and discrimination are less easy to demonstrate except on a comp,ga-

tive basis. Results from von Sydow et al. (1970) (Table4) showed that mass con-

centrations of I and 3 lt|l,llltrc of ethyl 2-methyl butyrate in a system based on

vacuum-stripped bilberry juice were clearly distinguished at the 8%'stgnificance

level on at least one quality (blackberry) despite similar odour strengths. Clapper-

ton (1974) also found differences in beers which were not detected by triangle tests

which are sensitive tests of difference. Von Sydow & Karlsson (197 l) showed

that one pair of samples of blackcurrant juice which were not significantly different
by triangle test did differ significantly on three of the odour qualities. Thus the

technique is at least as sensitive as traditional difference tests whilst providing much

more specific and useful information.

Arbttrary scales and reference standard

Improvements in the technique have been made by von Sydow & Karlsson

(lg7l) and Persson et al. (1973). The first cbnsists of using a l0 or llpoint
intensity scale which probably Eave greatr.; discrimination and more importantly,
probably improved the parametric properties of the intensity data over the 6 point

scale. The other improvement was the introduction of a reference standard plus

mean values of personal previous evaluations of that reference by the individual

assessor. Although the results (Persson et al., 1973) show an increase invariance of
most qualities, more qualities were significanfly distinguished as different in the

two meat preparations when the reference w4s used than when no reference was

used. Thus, although the addition of a reference increased the amount of assess-

ment and therefore probably increased variance the net gain seemed advantageous.
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Possible improvements in the method

In the future the method may well be improved in three main ways. Some of the
variance is probably caused by deviations in the data from parametricity. Nonpara-
metric methods of analysis, although generally more complex than parametric
methods may well aid analysis, particularly of data describing characters containing
trigeminal features. Akesson (1972) has made some studies of analysis of data.

The second and more fundamental improvement is likely to come from further
studies of odour classification. Many qualities needed by assessors are correlated to
different degrees. Ideally, the qualities used should be independent and further
knowledge of the real primary and secondary qualities of odour is likely to reduce
the extent to which the technique is dependent upon'object-language'and over-
lapping or interdependent qualities.

The third improvement will be the greater utilization of all the data. At present
panel means are used and much of the information arising from differences between
people is not utilized, although an extension of multivariate methods as used by
Palmer (1974) or Brown et al. (1975) would allow this. Harries (1973) discussing
such methods suggested: 'perhaps we should try, in sensory work, to accept that
high variance is synonymous with a high level of sensory information,.

Finally, to what extent is the technique capable of being replaced by instru-
mental methods? At present, its use to determine significant chemical constituents
will allow some degree of instrumental analysis for prediction of sensory properties.
so much work using sensory methods is required before this stage is reached,
however, that unless great improvements are made it is unlikely that the sensory
methods will be replaced except in a few special circumstances.
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Thiamine, thiamine diphosphate and'aroma values'

Short communication

J. Solms
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tdtstr. 2, CH-8006 ZrJ;jch, Switzerland

Thiamine and thiamine diphosphate are important constifuents of soccha-
rornyces yeast. They both have a bitter and zulphurous taste, often called .yeasty
taste'. Table I (a, b) presents taste tfiresholds of pure thiamine (T) and thiamine
diphosphate (TDP), average mass fractions of both compounds in yeast, and quo.
tients of mass fractions in yeast to that of the pure substances at the taste thresh-
old, called 'aroma values'. The 'aroma values' of pure thiamine and thiamine diphos
phate in yeast are relatively small, suggesting a minor contribution to flavour.
Table I shows also the taste threshold of a yeast preparation (y), which contains
unidentified substances in a mixture (c). ln Saccharornyces, thiamine and thiamine
diphosphate occur together in a proportion I : l0 by mass. In such a mixture, there
is an appreciable decrease in thresholds and a corresponding increase in .aroma
values' for T and rDP (Table l, d). If the yeast preparation (y) is added to the
mixture (T + TDP + Y, I : lo : 2o), tfrere is a further decrease in the thresholds

Table 1. sensory evaluation of thiamine and thiamine diphosphate in different
systems at pH 5'0. Aroma value is the quotient of mass concentration in yeast to
that at the taste threshold.

Concn at
thresholds
(me/ke)

Inter-
action
values (I)r

Content
in yeast
(mg/100g)

0.2

2.0

Aroma
values (A)
in yeast

4.8

2.3

a. Thiamine (T) 0.41
b. Thiamine

diphosphate (TDp) 8.7S
c. Yeast prepn (Y) 1.48

d. T+TDP(l:10)
Thiamine 0.047
Thiamine diphosphate 0.74

e. T+TDP+Y(l:10:20)
Thiamine 0.03
Thiaminediphoqphate 0.3
Yeast prepn 0.6

0.26

0.51

2't
27

67
67

l. See Appendix I
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and an increase in 'aroma values' (Table l,e). This finally results in a l4fold
increase for thiamine and a 29-fold increase for thiamine diphosphate, relative to
the pure substances. These effects are due to flavor potentiation, as can be seen

from the interaction values (I) which amount to 0.26 for the system T * TDP and

to 0.51 for the system T + TDP * Y; the interaction values were calculated on the

basis of the pure substances by a method based on Guadagni's method (Appendix I ).
Although thiamine and thiamine diphosphate occur in yeast in concentrations

around the thresholds of the pure substances, they probably contribute to the
yeasty flavour, by synergism in the system. 'Aroma values' are useful to describe

these effects. If combined with 'interaction values', they permit an even better
description of the system. More detailed reports have been submitted for publica-

tion (H6hn & Solms; H6hn et al., to be published).
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Appendix 1. Calculation of interaction value, based on Guadagni's method (1969).

I = (<op',^i*l <,:B,alone) + (-C,*i*/-C,"lon")

where I is interaction value, c.r is mass fraction of components B'C - . . in an aqueous

solution at detection threshold either with mixtures of B,C . . ' (mix) or alone.

If:
I<1
I=1
l<t<2

interaction with potentiating effects
interaction with additive effects
interaction with partial additive effects
(if no component in the mixture occurs near the threshold concen-
tration)
no interaction effects
interaction with antagonistic effects

t:2
t>2
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Binding of volatile aroma substances to nutrients and foodstuffs
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Abstract

A review is given on the sorytion of low-boiling aroma compounds by food components of
low water content. Crystallized solids of low molecular weight, e.g. sodium chloride, iugars and
amino acids normally have a small sorption capacity. The capacity of glucose and lactose is
increased after desiccation of the monohydrates. Aldehydes are bound by several amino acids
involving chemical reaction. Products of the Maillardtype are often found in this case. Great
amounts of aroma compounds are sorbed by liquid lipids, much smaller amounts by solid lipids.
The sorption capacity decreases with the chain length of the fatty acid residues, increases with
the number of double bonds. Concerning the proteins the reversible sorption of ethanol, ace,
tone and ethyl acetate depends on the hydrophobicity, the irreversible sorption ofethanol on
the polarity of the proteins. Polysaccharides are sorbing in the same order of magnitude as the
ploteins, but the aroma compounds are sorbed in maximum amount in the presenie of water. If
polysaccharides were then dried, a part of the aroma compounds is very iast bound by inclu-
sion. Examples for some dry foods are given, especially for coffee extract.

'Binding' is here treated as synonymous with'sorption' in its broad sense, inclu-
ding adsorption, absorption, and physical and chemical binding.

'volatile aroma substance' is here any volatile component of a foodstuff with an
odour, however weak.

Since foodstuffs are not uniform in structure, it is difficult to study sorption in
them. Intact cells bind aroma substances better than broken cells, perhaps because
of an outer layer of cutin or an inner layer of suberin. some volatiles, like metha-
nol, penetrate living cells slower than dead ones. The subject needs further research.

Binding in liquid foodstuffs ought to be simpler and, as often suggested, the
vapour pressure of a volatile zubstance aboye a liquid foodstuff ought to approach
that above the bulk phase; e.g. in the case of aqueous solutions, that above water
(Buttery et a],, l97l). In preliminary experiments, however, introduction of
0.01 kg food substances per litre of aqueous solutions of volatiles reduced vapour
pressure of the volatile by up to lwo; sometimes the reverse occurred (Maier,
1970).

we have not yet investigated why this binding occurs. Especially if foods are
moist and if organic structures, zuch as cells, are present, the problem seems too
complex for study as yet. So we have concentrated our attention on dry (or almost
dry) foodstuffs and on pure nutrients, for which results are easier to interpret,
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Adsorption

Absorption

Sorption

(Swel.ting

Fig. 1. Types of sorption.

especially as to the nature of binding.
Apart from the effect of biological structures, one would expect that binding of

aroma substances in a food consisting of many components would approximate to
that of the main ingredients. This proved broadly correct for 5 dried instant foods.

Types of sorption

Dry foodstuffs consist of particles of variable size with an outer surface and,

usually, an inner surface made up of fine pores and channels. Volatile substances

can therefore be sorbed onto both the outer and the inner surface: this process is

called adsorption (Fig. l). The aroma substance may also penetrate the material of
the particle, in effect creating new surfaces: this process is called absorption. If
*.r.h .ro-a substance is absorbed, the volume of the particle may increase, the

process being swelling.

Table 1. Molality (mol.kg-r ) of sorbed hexane, acetone or
ethanol in pure nutrients exposed to tJle saturated vapour

at 23 "C (desiccator method).

Carrier n-Hexane Acetone Ethanol

Triolein
Ovalbumin
Potato starch
Lactose
Glucose
Sucrose
Sodium chloride

0.26
0.06
0.3s
0.27
0.04
0.02

90.29
0.5 7
0.8s
0.20
0.22
0.02
0.02

1.47
4.99
4.52
1.41
0.s0
0.03
0.02
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2

2A106080
Dehydration temperature (oC )

Fig- 2. Black: amount of propionic acid (r0-, mol.kg-r-) sorbed to grucose dehydrated atdifferent temperatures. white: ipecific area bf surface ti"o-"mi-rJ"--, y"LrTirg .r,Lg*.

Pure nutrients

In crystalline nutrients of low molecular mass, the process is mainly adsorptionto the outer surface. pores play no great role. Tabie I reports oata irom tests on theamounts of three volatiles sorbed to various nutrients.
Triolein, ovalbumin and potato starch are typical of the classes of substancestrat sorb most: lipids, proteins and porysaccharites. In general, sorption dependson polarity: polar macromolecular zubstances absorb the polar uJhtit" ethanolmost; apolar triolein sorbs hexane most. Acetone falls betweJn ethanol and hexanein polarity and sorption. Crystalline substances of low molecula, mass, like sucrose

and sodium chloride sorbed the volatiles least of all.
Glucose and lactose seem not to fit into the scheme. This puzzled us until weremembered that they had been prepared by dehydration of monohydrates.

Though superficiany they looked like normal crystalline sugar, their specilic area ofsurface, estimated by nitrogen absorption, was considerabiy more than of sucroseand sodium chloride. Further tests showed that specific area depended on tempera_
ture during dehydration in vacuo (Fig. 2). The specific ..." of the monohydrate
was only 2o0 m2 'kg-l against l 000-2 000 m2.kg-, fo, the anhydrous form. Inelectron micrographs (photo l), the surface of tl,e monohydrate looked smooth butthat of the glucose dehydrated at 2o"c showed many small fissures *d 

"lrur"grr,in which one could well imagine extra sorption (photo 2).
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Photo 1. Glucose monohydrate, magnification 8000 x'

Photo 2. Glucose monohydrate, dehydrated, magnification 8000 x'
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Table2. Molar heat of sorption (kcal.mol-r = 4.rg4 kJ.mol-r) estimated by gas chromato-graphy at 30-60 "C.

Volatile System

glucose lactose sucrose sodium chloride

Atmosphere of dry helium
r-Pentane
Acetone
Ethyl acetate
Ethanol

Atmosphere of moist helium
/r-Pentane
Acetone
Ethyl acetate
Ethanol

Atmosphere of dry air
z-Pentane
Acetone
Ethyl acetate
Ethanol

5.6
8.8
9.6

I 1.3

20.0
1 1.5
9.2

"1.0

8.4
9.5

10.2

9.8
12.9
12.4

I1.5
10.6

4.9
13.4
12.2
14.0

18.8
13.3
17.8

38.6
20.2

7.0
9.6

l0.l

8.1
9.5

10.7
16.7
17.4
18.4

Binding is normally physical, according to molar heat of sorption at row vapourpressures of the volatiles (Table 2). For butylamine, ethyl acetate and ethanol,
molar heat of sorption was close to morar heat of condensation. oriy ro, acetone indry helium did the varue reach 20 kcar.mor-r (ca g5 kJ.mol-l ), ttre iimrt usually setbetween physical and chemical binding. If the helium contained a litfle moisturevapour, the Iimit was significantly exceeded, as found also for potassium bromide.But in vacuo, the volatiles were easily desoibed from the sugars and sodium chlo_ride, apart from very small residues detectabre only with ladioactivery rabelledvolatiles. The residue corresponded roughly with l-2 monolayers at crystal sur_faces and could easily be removed with a stream of inert gas at higher temperature.

Amino acids

In special cases' even crystalline substances can bind very large amounts ofaroma substances, under some conditions irreversibly. This we obseived especiallywith some amino acids. The formation of thiazolidinecarboxylic acids from cys

cooool
HAN_CH
"l I

HzoH

cooool
N_CHH3

0
ll
c
I

R2

Rt

cooool
HsN-9

I+-H0C
ll

R.-c-s,l
R2

I

c
I

S

H2

H

H^< 'a ,H2o R,-C CH^

Rzs

Fig. 3. Reaction between cysteine and carbonyl compounds.
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teine is well known in solution (Fig. 3). We demonstrated it also between vapour

from volatiles and solid cysteine or cysteine chloride, and also in 'simulated food-

stuffs,, for instance celuiose powder with a mass fraction of 0.01 cysteine. Thia-

zolidinecarboxylic acids break down when heated in aqueous solution, especially if
acid, so that the reaction has been proposed for flavouring of protein concentrates

withaldehydes,whichareparticularlyimportantaromasubstances.
Amounts of volatile carbonyl compounds sorbed by alanine, valine and leucine

were mostly intermediate between those sorbed by elycine and isoleucine (Table 3)'

In general, threonine behaved like serine; methionine like cysteine; aspartic acid

anJasparagine like glutamic acid and glutamine; lysine like arginine; histidine and

tryptophan like phenylalanine. It is noteworthy that amino acids with hydroxyl

groops sorbed little. Lysine sorbed most of all'- 
tn these tests, the product often tumed brown, perhaps because of Maillard-type

reactions. we often observed aldol addition and condensation products too.

volatile acids and amines were most commonly strongly bound to amino acids'

At least in glycine and glutamic acid, which we studied most, other aroma sub

stances were bound in only small amounts, as for sodium chloride'

Table 3. Mass quotient (10-3) of sorbed hexanal, 2-hexenal' acetone

and diacetyl exposed to the saturated vapour at 23 "C'

Amino acid

Glv
Ile
Ser
CySH
Glu
GluNH,
Arg
Phe
Tlr
Pro
HyPro

Hexanal 2-Hexenal Acetone Diacetyl

8
420

31
799

10
11

tt64
710

t2
1252

5

r2
30

0
535

0
2

t7
75

J

2038
0

1

0
1

572
1

1

924
l2

3

2662
1

6
4
)

t64
4

16
0
7

6
1
3

Table 4. Molality (mol.kg-r ) of sorbed

acetone in lipids at 23oC (desiccator

method).

Coffee, Tanganjika brand
Coffee extract
Coffee oil

Cholesterol
Trilaurin
Lecithin (from egg) (Merck)
Tributyrin

4.0
0.3

63.8
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t%rtitbn codfficient (10-3 d xso)

500 605

400

300

200

100

HEAA
Tributyri n

xelA
Trilourin

ueaA
Tripolmitin

HEAA
Triolein

Fig. 4. Partition coefficients of hexane (H), ethyl acetate (E), acetone (A), ethanol (A), between
triglycerides and helium, at 30 'c (white) and 70 .c (biack). values 

-were 
calculated from

retention times of the aroma substances in gas chromatograms with the lipiils as stationary
phase.

Triglycerides

Unlike most other substances of low molecular mass, triglycerides sorb rather
large amounts of aroma substances, as has long been known. rtri tiquio lipids coffee
oil and tributyrin sorb much acetone; the solid lipids cholesterol, trilaurin and
lecithin sorb much less (Table 4). Sorption in whole coffee could be chiefly due to
coffee oil. Coffee extract, which is almost lipid-free, binds much less.

Partition coefficients tod show that solid glycerides sorb less than lquid ones,
but they also show that triglycerides with larger fatty acid residues sorb less and
that methyl esters of fatty acids with more double bonds sorb more (Figs 4 and 5).
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Fig. 5. Partition coefficients of aroma compounds (cf. Fig.4) between fatty acid methyl esters

and helium.

Sorption increases sharply near the melting temperature of any triglyceride, as for

tripalmitin (Fig. 6). This property could explain anomalous sorption in biological

,yrtrrnr. troui & McMillan (1943), for instance, found that warm milk sorbed

aroma substances more than cold milk, whereas the opposite is true for water and

aqueous solutions. This is readily explained by the fact that the fat component in

warm milk is liquid.
The shift in peaks of infrared absorption of many systems of lipids and aromatic

substances showed that binding is almost always'physical. In sorption of phenols,

hydrogen bonds are formed.

It seemed plausible that liquid lipids sorb aroma substances in accordance with

Fick,s law of diffusion, whereas the kinetics of sorption in solid lipids must differ.

HEAA HEAA HEAA
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Indeed in Fig. 7, the amounts of acetone sorbed by the liquid tributyrin relative to
maximum absorption was a rectilinear function of the square root of time; the
curve of desorption was also rectilinear. The solid trilaurin finally sorbed much less

but most of it was sorbed much quicker, probably on the surface. Later uptake was

slower and the process extended over about the same time interval as for tributyrin.
We found the same non-Fickian type of diffusion in other solids too.

Proteins

We found a near-rectilinear increase in molality of sorbed component with the
square root of time, with ethanol in some proteins (Fig. 8), i.e. a non-lipid sub
strate. This led us to speculate whether in the case of proteins too, hydrophobic
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desiccator to saturated acetone vapour as a function of the square root of time in hours.
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interactions might not also play a role. Fig. 9 shows the maximally sorbed amounts
of hexane, ethyl acetate, acetone and ethanol, to gelatin, ovalbumin, caseia and
zein, in desiccator experiments. They increase in this order, in which also increases
the hydrophobicity of the proteins. The irreversibly sorbed amouflts, indicated by
black column in the figure, increase, however, in the opposite order. When one
calculates the hydrophoby and polarity, respectively, of the individual proteins, one
finds (Figs. l0-l l) that, at least with ethanol, and less pronouncedly with acetone

aaajo '
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and ethyl acetate, tlrere exists a relation to the quantities sorbed. It would seem,

therefore, that large amounts of aloma substances are taken up by hydrophobic

interactions and are weakly bound, while small amounts can be bound compara-

tively strongly through polar interactions.
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Fig. 1 1 . Irreversibly bonded quantities of volatile substances (23 'C) as a function of polarity of
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Carbohydrates

Macro-molecular carbohydrates in anhydrous condition also sorb aroma com-
pounds of varying polarities in the same order of magnitude as do proteins. In
Fig. 12 you see the maximally and irreversibly sorbed quantities corresponding to
Fig. 9. Generally speaking, the amounts sorbed to cellulose, pectin and starch are

similar to those sorbed to gelatin or ovalbumin. In addition, butylamine was investi-
gated. Naturally, it is well bound to pectin and partially remains bound irreversibly
as the salt. This also holds for alginic acid. However, the strong binding to cellulose
and starch is surprising. We try to account for this by assuming that butylamine is
especially apt to disrupt the hydrogen bridges existing between individual carbo-
hydrate molecules, thereby itself forming relatively strong bridges to the hydroxyl
groups of these carbohydrates. This has been long known in the case of the sorption
of water. Now if one applies the aroma substances to polysaccharides or proteins
that have been swollen in water or that contain at least a few per cent of water,
then the aroma substances can also penetrate more easily. As an example, in
Table 5 you see a few values for the sorption of acetone to dehydtated and to
air-equilibrated solids. The relative pressure of acetone vapour amounted to about
0.1% relatiye. Whereas the differences in sorption are not large in dehydrated cir-
cumstances, they are considerable in the air-equilibrated condition. If one now dries
zuch water and aroma compound-containing macro-molecular substances, then
especially with polysaccharides, one finds that a part of the aroma substances is
very tightly bound. This bonding is stable in vacuum and at elevated temperature,
but is anihilated quickly and easily by adding water. In bound condition, no strong
interaction between aroma substance and substrate exists. Fig. 13 is an infrared
wavenumber spectrum of starch films and of ethyl acetate. After binding of ethyl
acetate to starch, only the carbonyl valence stretching band of the ester has shifted
to lower frequency, which points to hydrogen bridging to a hydroxyl group of the
starch. Otherwise the spectrum is practically unchanged. The aroma compound is
thus not destroyed by chemical changes, which is very important for non-destruc-
tive bonding purposes. Such inclusion bonds, such as were found for the first time
in cellulose by Staudinger (1953), and later in starch by Ulmann & Schierbaum
(1958), we were also able to demonstrate in pectin, alginic acid, agar and tylose.

Table 5.'Partition coefficients' for acetone in sealed-flask experiments.'Partition
amount sorbed per gram of solid (g/g)" amount of aroma substance in I ml of gas phase (g/ml) '

Solid

Cellulose
Dextrin
Starch
Glucose
Lactose monohydrate
Pectin
Saccharose

Dehydrated Afu.
equilibrated

Water content,
air+quilibrated (%)

5t
47
l1
l0
4
3
2

183
t46
250

13
4

159
1

()
9.0
8.2
9.0
0.3 + 5.0r

10.8
0.0

l. The second term refers to the crystal water.
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Table 6. Molality (mol.kg-r ) of sorbed hexane, acetone and ethanol
in dry foodstuffs exposed to the saturated vapour at 23"C.

z-Hexane Acetone Ethanol

Whole milk powder
Skim-milk powder
Potato flakes
Powdered coffee extract
Strawberry powder

5.24
0.27
0.13
0.22
0.13

3.10
2.93
0.55
0.26
0.24

4.38
4.69
0.65
0.06
0.41

Binding in dry foodstuffs

Binding like this could also take place during the drying of foodstuffs. We
suspect it to occur in coffee extract, of the individual investigated components in
which, mannan sorbs best. More closely we investigated five instant dehydrated
products as regards their sorption in dehydrated condition (Table 6). Generally,
their sorption behaviour shows similarities to that of their main components. Thus,
fatty and proteinaceous foodstuffs like whole milk powder (24.3% hpids, 25.4%
proteins) and skim-milk powder (O.6% hpids, 31.6% proteins) distinctly sorb the
most. They are as a rule followed by potato flakes, which show high contents of
polysaccharides (72-7%) and proteins (8%). cottee extract and strawberry powder
showed the lowest contents of lipids and macromolecular substances, and indeed
they sorbed only slightly in most cases.

It is not always possible, however, to translate results for pure substances to
foodstuffs. E.g. the fat in the whole milk powder, which is for about 60% bquid at
23 "C, ought to sorb I 5 mol of acetone per kg if calculation is based on the values
found with pure fats. Actually, only 3 mofkg is sorbed, and allowance for the
contribution of the protein is not yet made. Determination of retention volumes of
acetone on whole milk powder showed tJre amount bounded depended on the free
fat content. The comparatively low value in Table 6 is therefore most probably to
be explained from the fact that the aroma compounds cannot penetrate the fat
globule, or do so to a small extent only, Even in the case of ground and roasted
coffee are the sorbed quantities as calculated from coffee oil not attained. Here,
too, not all of the fat seems to be accessible to the aroma substances. From this,
one can see that, as mentioned at the beginning, biological structures may have a
distinct effect on the sorptivity of foodstuffs.
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Method for encapsulation of polar compounds in foods

H. G. Peer and B. Hoogstad

Unilever Research Duiven, P. O. Box 7, Zevenaar, the Netherlands

Abstract

One of the problems in the processing of foods is loss or migration of flavour resulting in a
poor quality, organoleptically imbalanced-products.

Although the problems are different, specific for each product, we need better control of
breakdown of odour and taste compounds, interaction of these with other constituents in the
product, volatilization of apolar compounds and leaching, migration of polar material.

Polar compounds in an aqueous medium, in particular during processing can be prevented
from migrating or leaching out by encapsulation. Absorption has been investigated thoroughly,
but does not preserve flavour. The decrease in leaching could be reduced to no more than a
factot 2.

Materials to encapsulate polar flavours must fulfill the following requirements: imperme-
ability for polar material and mechanical stability even at high temperatures; edibility;lack of
odour, taste and colour.

Fat almost meets these requirements, except that it is unstable at high temperatures. The
simplest way, therefore, would be to encapsulate as water/fat emulsions. In general, however,
emulsions that are heat stable also bind, for instance, NaCl, so tightly that this is not released
and thus not organoleptically observed.

A successful encapsulation technique starting from fat in which mechanical stability was
with, for instance, calcium stearate, m.p. 150'C, which is easily miscible with fat and immobi,
lizes added polar crystals. By gradual improvement of the system, release of flavour was delayed
by a factor 100 000. The paper discusses the making of the capsules; physical structure; results
of measurement of flavour retention; and some examples where this technique could be used.

Introduction

The more we are concerned with food science and technology, the more we are
struck by the highly appreciated sensoric properties of fresh natural products and
freshly prepared foods in general.

As far as the flavour is concerned, apart from the aroma composition, a variety
of factors in flavour can be distinguished to be responsible for this.

Nature obviously has mechanisms to control the behaviour of polar and apolil
flavour compounds, the moment and the way they are formed and are stabilized, as
well as the way they are released during consumption.

For manufactured foods, the food industry is confronted with decrease in qual-
ity due to loss or migration of flavour during:
a. processing and storage of raw materials,
b. manufacture and storage of foods.
It also faces problems of imparting flavour to bland raw materials such as vegetable
oils and proteins, in order to provide food products with acceptable sensory proper-
ties-

Apart from flavour losses due to volatilization, leaching and decomposition

ls9



during processing and storage of raw materials, ingredients may react together. All
these problems, of course, are very well known and justify the existence of the

flavour industry.
Even though we should have a satisfactory range of flavours, we cannot solve the

problems for the food industry. We need better control of stability of odour and

taste compounds, interaction of tlese with other food ingredients, volatilization of
apoluu material, leaching and migration of polar material, and, last but not least, a

better understanding of the effect of texture on sensory properties.

Factors in perception of flavour from manufactured foods

To exploit flavours in manufactured foods, many workers have recently studied

physical parameters and interaction of flavours with other ingredients and their
effects on perception of flavour.

Interaction of flavour compounds with other components of food

Two types of interaction can be distinguished:

- interference in perception,
chemical or physical binding of flavour compounds by other food ingredients.

We all are aware of the pioneering work by Maier (1972,1974), Osman-Ismail &
Solms (1973), Solms et al. (1973) and Beyeler & Solms (1974) in this field, which
was mainly concerned with the interaction of flavour compounds with polysaccha-

rides (inclusion compounds) and soya protein uflder conditions comparable to food-
processing operations. Their aim was a better understanding of flavour performance

in foods rich in starch or protein.
Recently other workers entered into this field. In view of serious losses and

changes of the flavour upon addition to soya protein products, Gremli (1974)

systematically studied the reversible and irreversible interactions of alcohols, alde-

hydes and ketones witl soya protein due to chemical reactions or physical sorption.

Later on Gubler et al. (1974) extended tlrese studies to interaction with other food

ingredients such as maltodextrin, lactose and butterfat under simulated processing

and storage conditions. Interesting contributions in this field were made also by
pangborn et al. (1974) and Pangbom & szczesniah (1974) who found specific (sup-

pressing, enhancing, modifying) effects of food hydrocolloids such as sodium alginate

on the taste and odour intensities of a range of both polar and apolar flavour com-
pounds in aqueous model sYstems.

Physical aspects

Texture as such no doubt significantly contributes to the way in which aroma is

perceived. The appetizing effect of frestr fruits, the effect of viscosity of a beverage

and the succulence of meat and also - in the processed area - the texture of ice

cream and margarine are typical illustrations.
In addition, mention has to be made in this context to the effect of cell wallsl

l. Perhaps the most peculiar situation exists in fresh onion and leek (and partly also in
tomato, which derive tireir strong flavour (mainly) from the fact that the flavour in a natural
produci is present in'statu nascendi'and is formed enzymatically upon rupture of cell walls.
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in fruits and vegetables fixing iroma components and precursors and tlus protec-
ting them against oxidation, reactions etc., whereas in meat connective tissue fibres,
mainly consisting of collagen, play a similar role. And, in products like ice cream
and margarine, perception of aroma is controlled by partition between oil and
water phase.

In this context reference is made to the interesting contribution by McNulty
(1974), and already earlier by Mackey (1958), about the effect on taste perception
by partition of flavour between oil and water phase in emulsions using a flavour
release model.

Method for encapsulation of polar compounds

In order to meet the difficulties on flavour release several methods can be used,
one of them being encapsulation. Spray drying is one of the most generally used
methods in the food industry. This method, however, does not solve the problem of
leaching of, in particular, polar flavour compounds in moist to wet systems. Such
compounds equilibrate very quickly between the product and its aqueous surroun-
ding, in particular at high temperatures, a process giving products with no flavour
distinction from the environment. To prevent leaching of polar material, barriers
impermeable to water and (other) polar material have to be introduced. In tfiis
paper we describe a technique to encapsulate polar compounds, on one hand pre-
venting them from leaching, migrating or interacting with other food ingredients
during processing and storage, and on the other hand to release them upon con-
sumption.

It should be realized that the desired capsule properties are rather difficult to
meet; capsules have to withstand processing conditions (such as sterilization and
pasteurization) and storage, but must release the flavour during the final step of
food preparation (e.g. frying) or conzumption.

The flavour capsules must meet the following specifications:
- mechanical stability: no rupture during processing (temperatures up to
120-150 "C) and storage;

- permeability: impermeable to aromatic components and water;
- composition: permitted edible materials;

- perceptibility: unnoticeable in the food, either to the eye or the palate;
- release of flavour: large enough and weak enough to break, for instance during
mastication.
Stability and release seem contradictory. It must be considered, however, that
chewing pressures are very hidh (2-3 Mpa). Enoapsulated flavours must be heat-
stable, for unstable flavours give not only undesired flavour character but also
reaction products which can expand the capsules.

Oils and fats meet the specifications.

Emulsions of aqueous solutions of aroma components in oil

In a simple test, water-oil emulsions (w/o), stable fo processing temperatures up
to 100 oC, did not release their dispersed phase on mastication.

A solution of NaCl concentration 0.3 kg/litre was emulsified in vegetable oil to a
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heat-stable emulsion consisting of equal volumes of oil and NaCl solution. This

emulsion, 57o by mass, was added to a soya-protein dope, 95% before texturizing.

In the final product, the mass fraction of NaCl was about O.5% and examination by

microscope showed that the emulsion was still intact. The preparation tasted for
less salty than a control sample with the same amount of Nacl added by impreg-

nation. The chewing did not break the emulsion.

Dispersions

Since some emulsions are stable at high temperature, we tested dispersions of
polar compounds in oil$ or fats. However, without an emulsifier, the polar com-

ponent transferred immediately into the aqueous phase.

Then we tried to develop dispersions stable to sterilization but not to mastica-

tion, consisting of an aqueous solution of polar material surrounded by a water-

r"p"il*t layer- The effectiveness of the capsule was tested with r4c-labelled polar

compounds such as monosodium glutamate, glucose and ribose'
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Fig. l. Extraction at gradually increasing temperatures of ItaC]-monosodium glutamate encap-

sulated in fat flakes (melting point 58 'C).
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capsules of fat of high melting temperature were reasonably effective in cold
water. At temperafures above the melting temperature of the fat, the polar com_
ponent escaped (Fig. 1).

These results show that coatings with higher melting fats would give a good
retention also at higher temperatures. Unfortunately, no edible fats or fatty mate_
rials are available with melting temperatures above 100 oc, that would prevent the
incorporated flavours from leaching at boiling or sterilization temperatures.

Reinforced capsules

The melting temperature can easily be raised by mixing a finely divided solid'filler' material with a melted fat, to make a thick paste. with oteophitic calcium or
magnesium-stearate, the 'melting temperature, of the fatty mixture can be raised
above 140 oc. Powdered polar flavour compounds mixed with these pastes were
well retained in the aqueous phase, in boiling water.

Fig. 2 shows how a particle of fat * filler behaves in water at 100 "c after beingmixed with dry flavour particles. particles made by simpry mixing the three com-ponents together always lose flavour particles from near the suiface to the sur_rounding water, leaving 'holes' in the mixture, which bring other flavour particles
near to the new surface; hence the flavour leaches out slowly. To improve the

I

A B c D
Fig' 2' Behaviour of particles consisting of sunflower seed oil and glucose as filler material.A. Fat + filler; B. Fat + filler +- flavour (black particles); C. particles ii water 

"t fOO ;C, Arr.riparticles.escaping and leaving 'holes'; D. Particles B coated with fat-filler mixture, flavour parti-cles inprisoned.

Table 1. Radiochemical measurement of the time after which l0% (Tr) or S0%(7'o ) of the initial substance fraction of glucose had escaped il; ;'.ir.p.;i;;
and from capsules (diam.4 mm) in boiling water.

Preparation

Dispersion

Ingredients @y mass) I,o T ro

Capsule C

Capsule D

taC-labelled + sunflower
glucose seed oil
70% 3OVo

toc-labeled + sunflower + calciumglucose seed oil stearate
33% $% 33%

As C coated with 0.2 mm calcium stearate
and sunflower seed oil

- l0 600

- 660 > 720
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retention, particles of Type B (Fie. 2) had to be coated with a thin layer of the
fat-filler mixture as in Type D.

According to Table l, retention was lOOOtimes as good with capsules of
Type B, with a mixture of filler and glucose/oil, as with a simple dispersion. A
coating gave a further increase of 70 times.

of course, capsules of diameter 4 mm are of no use for food flavouring. Much
smaller capsules can be made by extruding the mixture above the melting tempera-
ture of the added fat, producing cylindrical segments (0.5-1.5 mm in diameter).
The segments are then cooled, broken into smaller particles and rounded off in a
Spheronizer. They are then coated by slowly adding .filler' as the capsules tumble
on the Spheronizerplate. The filler powder sticks to the particle surface and melted
fat soaks into it to the desired coat. The size of the spheres is determined by the
diameter of the segments from the extruder. The thickness of the coat is controlled
by the amount of filler.

The plate strows that coated particles retained the flavour (sugar * caramel) and
that uncoated ones lost it, leaving holes.

coating is obviously essential. Figure 3 shows the favourable effect of propor-
tion of filler on retention of polar compounds. According to Figure 4, spheres lose
much less flavouring than cylinders, no doubt because the coating is more even.

To conclude, these capsules can be used for flavouring food. Capsules (diame-
ter I mm), containing a water-soluble meat flavour and some salt, were incorpo-
rated in soup balls in which part of the meat was replaced by soya protein. These
soup balls were boiled for 30 min in water and were assessed organoieptically by a
panel of l0 persons. similar 'meat balls' to which the flavour hao been added as

06 coqting
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Fig. 3. Escape in boiling water of NaCl (in % of initiat quantity) from capsules with different
mass fraction of coating (% coatingl as a function of time.
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Fig.4. Escape in boiling water of NaCl (in % of inilial quantity) from spherical (S) and cylin-

drical (C) capsules as a function of time.

such were used as a reference. The whole panel preferred soup balls containing the

capsules, which gave a stronger meat-like taste.
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Abstract

The aroma of foods is imparted by a large number of compounds the majority of which are
very volatile._Upon drying part of these volatiles may be loit, thus causing both decrease in
aroma strength and a change in the overall impression of the aroma constitueits.

In drying processes the removal of water and the loss of aroma ,r" g"rr"r"[y controlled by
molecular diffusion inside lh.e foodstuff. The transport rates are strorigly infiuenced by thi
structure of the drying specimen. The effect of the structure upon drling rate and more inparticular upon ,[oma losses is discussed for liquid foods. The folowing stiuctures are distin-
guished:

- hollow particles (spraydrying)
- solid particles (low temperature airdrying)
- porous particles (freezedrying of granules)
- solid sheets (airdrying of slabs)
- porous sheets (freezedrying of slabs).
For these structures the experimentally observed effects of drying conditions upon aroma
retention are reviewed for some model solutions of liquid foods 'ihieffects are inteipreted by
the selective diffusion theory. ltrith this theory the effects of process conditions and the effecisof the structure and dimensions of the particles can be explained. For -ori g"otn"tric shapes
the aroma retention can even be_calculated quantitatively if physical data,Including vapour
pressure isotherms and relationstrips between diffusion coeffiiients and waier concentraiion,
are available.

Introduction

one of the primary factors determining the quality of many natural juices and
extracts is flavour pattern. This pattern is made up of many aroma components.
The vast majority are present at very low concentrations and are very volatile
relative to water (Thijssen & Rulkens, lg6g; Bomben & Merson, lg6g; Thijssen,
1972; Chandrasekaran & King, l97l). upon equilibrium evaporation of water these
components will already be completely removed from the food liquid, when only
part of the water has been evaporated (Thijssen & Rulkens, 196g; thijssen, 1972).
However, experiments on the retention of volatile flavoui 

"o*porr"rrt. 
in several

drying processes, including spray-drying, slab drying, freeze-drying and extractive
drying, have shown that, under optimum processing conditions, arJma components
can be largely retained. Hence for these non.equilibrium processes there are rate-
controlling factors limiting aroma loss. Because of the high volatility of the aroma
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compounds, the main limitations for aroma transport lie inside the drying speci-

,n.rr. tt i, paper briefly discusses the transport mechaxisms presented in the litera-

ture;it wifiUe seen that both molecular transport properties and structure influence

the transport of water and aroma components during dehydration'

Mechanisms for aroma transPort

Mechanisms explaining the retention of homogeneously dissolved aroma com-

ponents are:
l. adsorption of volatiles
2. micro region entrapment of aroma components

3. difference in diffusivity between aroma components and water
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Fig. 1. Effect of mass fraction of water (wt vo watel) on the diffusion coefficient of water (A)

ufr'oiu.*or" (B) in coffee-extiact (itrijssen A Rulkens, 1968) and of water (C) and of acetone

(D) in maltodextrin (Menting, 1969) at 25'C'
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The concept of adsorption, as given by Rey & Bastien (1962) for freeze-drying,
states that during drying aroma molecules escape from the moist regton, and are
adsorbed at active sites on the dry interface. Their experimental data and those of
other autfiors (Flink & Karel, l97oa; Issenberg, 1968;Menting, 1969; Capella et al.,
1974) show that surface adsorption does not contribute much to aroma retention,
but that some of the phenomena found are more likely to be caused by absorption
in the (partially) dry material.

The microregion concept as formulated by Flink (1969) and Flink & Karel
(1969) states that during freezing and freeze drying microstructures are formed by
carbohydrate or protein molecules, which are connected by hydrogen bonds. Aro.
ma molecules can be entrapped in these microregions. Many experimental results
(Flink, 1969; Flink & Karel, 1969; Karel & Flink, 1973; Flink & Karel, l97}b;
Bartholomai et al., 1974,1975; Chirife & Karel, 1973a, 1973b, 1974;Chirife et al.,
1973; Flink & Karel, 1972;Kayaert et al., 1974,1974a), can be explained qualita-
tively by this theory. A critical review of these results by King & Massaldi (1974),
however, strowed that the experimental results can also be explained by molecular
diffusion. As they stated, the microregion theory presents a microscopic view of the
phenomena which are macroscopically described by the diffusion theory.

The selective diffusion theory, as stated by Thijssen (1965), considers the molec-
ular diffusion of water and aroma components inside the drying specimen. In
solutions of carbohydrates, gums or proteins, the diffusion coefficients of both
water and aroma components depend strongly upon water content. This is illus-
trated by Figure I for aqueous maltodextrin solutions and coffee extract, to which
small amounts of acetone had been added as a model aroma component. Analogous
results were found by chandrasekaran & King (1969, 1972).'rhe decrease in the
diffusion coefficient of the aroma component with decreasing water content is
much sha4rer than that of water, at low water contents leading to a diffusion
coefficient of aroma component several orders of magnitude less than of water. As
water is withdrawn at the interface of a drying specimen during dehydration, water
concentration gradients build up, and the interfacial water concentration decreases
with time. After some time, the interfacial concentration of water becomes so low
that the diffusion coefficient of aroma is much lower than that of water, and the
interface behaves like a semipermeable membrane, through which only water can
diffuse.

Mathematical evaluation of this theory has shown quantitative agreement with
experimental data on drying for systems in which aroma is homogeneously dis.
solved. In liquid foods, the transport and retention of aroma components may also
be governed by the presence of one or more dispersed phases, which may be volatile
or nonvolatile. Recent developments were reviewed by King & Massaldi (1974) and
by Kayaert (1974b). They dealt with both the retention of volatile droplets and of
volatile dissolved in an inert disperse liquid phase.

This paper describes the transport of homogeneously dissolved aroma com-
ponents in different structures during dehydration, and finally some remarks with
respect to the effect of a disperse phase are made. The drying of a solid slab will be
treated extensively; the behaviour of other types of structure is in many ways analo-
gous.
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Isothermal drying of solid slabs

Theory of water transqort

A diagram of a solid slab is given in Figure 2(a). \*t drying take place from one

side. The flux of water in such a system can be described by a binary diffusion
equation for water (Menting, 1969; Thijssen & Rulkens, 1968; Chandrasekaran &
King, 1969, 1972b)t

.Iw = - D*w (OP*/Dr) (l)

in which /w = Irass flux of water relative to stationary coordinates

Pw = Irl&ss concentration of water
r = distance coordinate.

The rate of evaporation at the surface, "I1,,i, is higher than the local flux./* with
respect to stationary coordinates. This is due to the slrrinkage due to the water loss:

slab sphere

impermeable wall

water

Ptw

Jiw= k'(P"w-P'b*)

c
,
6:
C
o
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o
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I
I
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p,b*

@@
Fig, 2. Diagrammatic representation of drying specimen: (a) slab, (b) solid sphere.
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Jw,i= - D** (dp*ldr) I 0 -pwyw)

in which ,Iw,i = flux of water with respect to interface
vw = partial specific volume of water.

The differential equation for the water transport reads:

dp*ldt=$ t-r*l

with initial and boundary conditions:

t=0 0(r(R6 pw=pw,o

t>0 r=O dp*ldr=O
r= R /*,i=k'(piu, i - plu,u)

in which k' = mass transfer coefficient in the gas phase

0,5

0,1 o,2 0,3

(2)
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{q. 3. Y"t"l vapour _solption isotherms of aqueous maltodextrin solution at 3 temperatures, as
determined by the desiccator method (Kerkhof, 1975). t^:, = *"ss fru"iion oi *utur; 4* =water activity.
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Pw.i
Pw,b

= mass concentration of water in the gas phase at the interface

= bulk mass concentration of water in the gas phase

To solve this set of equations we must know the relation between D*, and pry

at the given temperature, and the relation between p(v,i and Pw,i, the interfacial

mass concentration of water in the liquid phase. This latter relation is given by:

Pi,i= Aw,i P'w* 0)

in which,4,p,i is the water activity at equilibrium with p,y,i andp(v{'istheequilib-
rium water vapour concentration in gas phase with pure water. The relation be-

tween z{*.i and pw,i is given by the sorption isotherm. A typical example is given in

Fig. 3 for'the system water-maltodextrin (Kerkhof, 1975). The numerical solution

of these equations is discussed extensively by the above mentioned authors and by

Kerkhof et al. (1972).

Theory of aroma trunsqort

As shown by chandrasekaran & King (1969, 1972b), Rulkens & Thijssen

(1969), Kerkhof et al. (1972I and Rulkens (1973), the transport of each aroma

component can be described by a ternary diffusion equation:

Ja= - D^^ (dp^l}r) - D^* (Op* l1r) (8)

in which Dr^ and Dayl are ternary diffusion coefficients depending upon concen-

tration and temperature. Both Duu and D"* decrease with increasing molecular

werght of the aroma components. These dependences include relations between

activity coefficients and concentfations. Thijssen (1912) showed that for the sys

tems under consideration certain simplifications of the rather complicated rela-

tions can be made resulting in:

Ja,s= - Da^ {(dpaldr) + pa (ah H^ldp*') (0p*/0r)} (9)

in which ./",, = aroma flux with respect to dissolved solids

H; = activity coefficient of aroma component on mass basis and de-

fined bY Aa= HaPa.

The activity coefficient of aroma components decreases with increasing water

concentration (chandrasekaran & King, 1969, l97O Thijssen, 1972; Bomben &

Merson, 1969). If mass concentration gradients of water are small or IIu isweakly

dependent on Pw:

/a,s= - Dru(dPaldr) (10)

The diffusion equation for aroma transport reads:

a
dp,,lo

112

dr
(- ta) (l l)





of water, the solution of tfie diffusion equation for aroma should be performed
simultaneously with the solution of the water diffusion equation. Numerical solu-
tions are discussed by the authors mentioned in the previous section (Theory of
water transport).

Comparison of theoretical and experimental results

Menting (1969); Menting et al. (1970a, 1970b), experimentally determined the

relation between the diffusion coefficients of water and of acetone in aqueous

maltodextrin solution, and performed isothermal drying experiments on the same

system. In Figure 4 the points indicate results of his experiments. The solid lines

rcpresent data calculated with the experimentally observed diffusion coefficient
and the water vapour sorption isotherm. This figure shows that the diffusion model
gives an accurate description of the drying process. Rulkens & Thijssen (1969)

obtained similar results. Chandrasekaran & King (1969, 1972a, 1972b\ experi-

mentally determined ternary diffusion coefficients of water in aqueous solutions,

and determined concentration gradients of water and of aroma inside a drying slab.

Figure 5 is an example of thet calculated and experimentally determined concen-

tration profiles; again good agreement between model and experimental result can

be concluded. The maximum in the aroma concentration profile has been discussed

by Ctrandrasekaran & King, and by Kerkhof et aL. (1972), who explained it by the

influence of the water concentration on the activity coefficient of aroma and by
shrinkage of the slab.

Figure 4 clearly sfuows a period of constant drying rate, and tfiat aroma loss in
good approximation takes place during this period. Figure 6 strows the numerically
calculated values of the interfacial mass concentration in the liquid phase pin, of the

interfacial water activity , iu and of the aroma retention for a typical slab drying
situation (Kerkhof, 1974). While the interfacial concentration decreases continu-
ously the interfacial water activity first remains constant and then starts to decrease

rather strarply. This phenomenon can easily be understood from the sorption iso-

therm. Figure 3 indicates that for mass fractions of water higher than 0.30 the equil-

ibrium water activity exceeds 0.9. Let the value at which the water activity reaches

0.9 be denoted as 'critical water concentration'. Apparently upon passing this criti-
cal concentration at the interface at about the same time the interface becomes

almost impermeable for aroma transport, i15 can dso be seen from Figure 6. Using

this observation, Thijssen & Rulkens (1968) and Menting (1969) calculated the

aroma fetention under different processing conditions from the length of the con-

stant-rate period and an effective aroma diffusion coefficient Da,eff during this
period. The aroma retention can be written as:

4g= (8/zr2) ) {t11zn * l)2. exp -(2n*l)2 i rojal (ls)
n=O

where

Fo" = (Da,s11 t)lR?o
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Fig. 5. Comparison of theoretically calculated (lines) and experimentally determined (points)
water and aroma profiles in drying aqueous sucrose solution with ethyl acetate as modef aroma
component (chandrasekaran, 1969; chandrasekaran & King, l9l2b). r = distance from unper-
meable side; Ro = initial thickness of the slab; c = concentiation at time r; co = initialcon;en-
tration.

and where AR is the quotient of amount of an aroma component left in the drying
specimen after drying time ) /" relative to the amount initially present.

This concept was later explored rigorously by Kerkhof (1974,1975) who cor-
related tlre length of tlre constant-rate period t" and Dr,"11to process variables, and
presented a simple prediction method for aroma retention based on this correlation.
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soiutions at 3O'C. Paxameter initial dissolved solids content (wt %) (Rulkens, 1973). A:
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Fig' 8' Retention of n-alcohols.in slab drying ofaqueous maltodextrin solutions in dependenceof drying temperature. Initial dissorved soiids-"on"*tration l0 ,"t z, inrrt.nr,-isz:1.

His work showed that D^,"17 increases with increasing initial water concentration
and temperature, but is independent of other processing conditions. The effectivediffusion coefficient again decreases with incieasing aroma molecular mass. Thelength of the constant-rate period, which is tlle time in which the interfacial mass
concentration of water decreases from the initial value pw,o to the critical varue
Pw,c is determined by ttre steepness of the water concentraiion profile and by the
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concentration difference (pw,o - Pw,c). The concentration gradient at the interface

is given by:

-Op*ldr="Iw,i/Dww = { k'(pi,,i -pi,,t) } /a** (lz1

The length of the constant-rate period /" decreases with increasing steepness of

the concentration profile, and thus with increasing k' and decreasing bulk water

concentration in the gas phase. Decrease in the initial water concentration will lead

to a lower initial value oi D** and a smaller difference (P*,o - Pw,c) which both

lead to a shorter time f". A decrease in initial water concentration also decreases

Da,eff, and thus will have a positive effect on AR. Increase in the initial thickness

with other parameters constant increases rc, but decreases ,"/Ro2 (Kerkhof, 1974).
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Fig.g.Retentionofacetoneinslabdrying.ofaqueousmaltodextrinsolutionas
reiative humidity of drying air (Menting, 1969)'
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The effect of temperature is more complicated. Increasing slab temperature
leads to increasing_ p[,1, which tends to shorten /c, but also increases D*.,u and
Da,eff, which could increase t" and Fo". Experimental data showed that aroma
retention increased with temperature.

Figure 7 shows the aroma loss from drying gelled slabs of aqueous maltodextrin
solution, as measured experimentally by Rulkens (1973) in reiation to time, with
the initial weight fraction of dissolved solids as parameter. An increase in aroma
retention is clearly visible with increasing dissolved solids concentration and with
increasing aroma molecular mass. Figure g presents the effect of slab temperature
on aroma retention as given by Rulkens (1973). Increasing retention is observed
with increasing temperature. Figure 9 presents the retention of acetone in gelled
slabs of aqueous maltodextrin solution in relation to the relative humidity of the
drying air, as found experimentally by Menting (1969, r97oa).It is clearly to be
seen that aroma retention decreases with increasing relative humidity. Thustheory
and experiment show that aroma retention increases with:
- increasing initial dissolved solids concentration
- increasing initial thickness

- decreasing relative humidity of the gas phase

- increasing mass transfer coefficient in the gas phase

- increasing temperature of the slab.
In conclusion, the diffusion model is an accurate description of the slab drying

process, and the effect of process variables on aroma retention can be well under-
stood from the theory based on this model.

Drying of solid droplets

The flux equations for water and aroma in the drying of solid spherical particles
(see Fig. 2(b)), which are encountered in the first stage or spray drying and ia
extractive drying (Kerkhof & Thijssen, 1974) are identical to ihe ones for drying
slabs. The diffusion equations for spherical coordinates read:

op*ldt = lrlr\{G 12 J*) (18)

and

dp^ldt =1tlr\fi(- 12 t) (te)

with the same initial and boundary conditions as for t}re drying slab.
The drying of slabs was treated for the isothermal 

""r", 
*hi.h is justified as the

experimental rezults known have been obtained for isothermal drying. The most
extensive field of droplet drying is spray drying, which is definitelynot isothermalfor the droplet. Thus in the set of equations the heat balance shourd also be
incorporated.

An other aspect typical for droplets in the coupling between mass transfer
coefficient and droplet diameter, as given by the Ranz & Marshall relations (1952).
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sh=k'2R/D; =2+O.6prrl25"tl3 (20)

in which Sh = Sherwood number
Re = Reynolds number
Sc = Schmidt number
D; = diffusion coefficient of water in gas phase'

For small droilets moving not too rapidly, which is the case for droplets in spray

driers at some distance fiom the atomizer the contribution of the Reynolds term

can be neglected, resulting in

k'R = Dlu = constant Ql)

The non-isothermal drying of droplets was first calculated by vaa der Lijn

(1972, 1975) for the drying of maltose solutions. calculations including aroma

transport wsre made by kerkhof & Schoeber (1973, 1974)' who also present a

detailed review of theoretical aspects of spray drying. Concentration profiles calcu-

lated are similar to those in slab drying. Figure 10 shows tJre droplet temperature as

function of time for two initial water contents for ideally mixed air flow. For botlr

droplet temperature (uC)
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Fig. 10. Calculated tempelatule history of drying solid soherical palticals at initial water con-

tents of 45 and 80 *t % f;;;q;;;ut'*ufto,t so'iution (terkhof & Schoeber' 1973; 1974)' Air

i"*p*",.,..100;-C; air humidiiv 0.03 kg H,O/ke dry air;air ideally mixed.
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contents an interval of constant temperature is observed, during which the tempera-
ture remains at wet-bulb temperature. During this period, the water activity at the
interface remains close to l, and thus there is an equilibrium between evaporation
of water and heat transfer. Upon passing the critical water concentration at the
interface, the activity and consequently the evaporation rate of water decrease, and
particle temperature increases. Analogous to the drying of slabs, the length of the
constant-rate period decreases with decreasing initial water concentration. Similar
curves were found experimentally by Menting (1969) and by Trommelen& crosby
( 1970). Some calculated effects of process variables on ruoma retention are present-
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Fig' 11. Calculated effect of process variables on aroma retention in droplet drying (Kerkhof &
Schoeber, 1973; 1974). Bottom left: initial mass fraction of dissolved^ solidi. Boitom right:
initial droplet radius.
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ed in Figure ll. Increasing humidity increases the length of the constant-ratepe-

riod, and thus decreases aroma retention. Increase in air temperature increases wet-

bulb temperature, and thus aroma retention. Increase in the initial dissolved solids

concentration decreases both the length of the constant-rate period and the effec-

tive diffusion coefficient of aroma and thus improves aroma retention.

Dimensional analysis (Kerkhof, 1974, 1975) strows that for-relative velocity

zero, tslRs2 is independent of Rq, but for high velocity /"/Ro2 decreases with

increasing R6. Thus at relative velocity zero aroma retention is independent of
particle diutn"t"., but it increases with Re for high velocities. In his experimental

study of single droplet drying, Menting (1969) observed the same influences of
pro"L5 variables as calculated tleoretically. He also observed, however, some addi-

iional causes of aroma loss. Upon increasing air velocity he found that internal

circulation occurs at higlr velocity, increasing /" and decreasing aroma retention. He

also observed that at air temperatures above l00"Cthe dropletspuffed out, de-
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Fig, l2.Experimentally observed effect of feed concentration on aloma retention in spray dried

maltodextrin solutions tnrit.n, & Thi.;t."r, 1972a). Temperature of feed:80oC;temperature
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creasing aroma retention. Similar effects were observed in spray drying (Rulkens &
Thijssen, 1972; Thijssen & Rulkens, 1968). They obsewed a strong increase in
aloma retention with increasing initial dissolved solids concentration (Figure l2).
Analogous results were found by Sivetz & Foote (1963), Brooks (1965) and by Rei.
neccius & coulter (1969). At increasing temperature they observed a decrease of
aroma retention at high initial solids content. Their explanation, which was con-
firmed by Kerkhof (1975) later, was that with low dissolved solids content in the
feed during the formation of the droplets and subsequent internal circulation, aroma
loss is promoted by turbulent mass transfer inside the liquid phase, whereas at high
initial dissolved solids content the particle expands and craters are formed upon
overheating, thus rupturing the dry skin and leading to aroma loss from the particle
interior. This will be treated in more detail in the next section.

Experiments on extractive drying were reported by Kerkhof & Thijssen (1974).
In this process droplets of the liquid food were dispersed in a water absorbing liquid
phase, such as polyethylene glycol (pEG). The main cause of aroma loss in this
process was the deformation of the droplets upon entering the pEG. with a high
viscosity of the feed it was found that very high aroma retentions could be
achieved. Also in these experiments an increase of aroma retention was observed
with increasing initial dissolved solids content.

Drying of hollow particles

As stated in the previous paragraph, the temperature of a drying particle in
a spray-drier increases after the constant-rate period, by a lowering of the water
activity at the evaporating interface. At low interfacial water activities, the tem-
perature of the droplet approaches dry-bulb temperature. As the concentration in
tre centre may still be high, the equilibrium vapour pressure may well exceed
atmospheric pressure, so that the droplet boils and craters form. This effect is
stronger if small air bubbles are forced into the droplets during atomization. Since
the inner atmosphere of an expanding particle consists of water vapour, there is no
limitation for aroma transport by dry skin formation. By expansion, the diffusion
distance to be covered by the aroma components becomes smaller too. Both factors
may lead to considerable aroma loss. As, however, also the drying process proceeds
much faster in this situation, the particle may be dry before the aroma is all lost. In
atomization, particles vary in size, causing different drying times and trajectories
through the spray-drier for particles of different size. As the spray drier is in general
designed for the largest particles, the smaller particles will already be dry at the
surface when only part of the path through the drier has been passed, and expan-
sion occurs. The effect is stronger also at higher air temperature since then the
constant-rate period is shorter and the boiling temperature is reached sooner. Since
also for high dissolved-solids concentration the constant-rate period is very short,
also in that case high expansion will be observed.

Therefore the factors promoting the expansion and consequent additional loss,
are the same as those seen to improve retention of aroma in the solid particle. To
exclude the unfavourable effect of expansion, spray-drying may be performed in
two or more stages. This process, known as multiple-stage drying, or dual-drying,
has recently been presented in various forms in the literature (Kjergaard,, 1974;
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Bljumberg et al., l97O; Meade, l97l;lJtag, l97l; Okada & Kato, 1972 Meade,

1973).
In this process the first stage consists of atomization and partial drying in hot air

as in the conventional process. Then follow one or more stages such as bed driers or
moving belt driers, in which the product is after-dried at lower temperature. Re-

cently Kerkhof ( I 97 5 ) showed that indeed this technique may lead to higher aroma

retention. By avoiding excessive particle temperatures, thermal deterioration can be

suppressed too, as was reported for enzyme inactivation by Kjergaard (1974).

Freeze drying of a slab

During freeze-drying the water is removed by sublimation from pure ice crystals,

and evaporation of water from an interstitial lattice consisting of a hiehly concen-

trated amorphous solution. The water concentration in the concentrated solution at

a given temperature is given by the freezing-point curve. The ice crystals are irregu-

lar and may differ considerably in size, as also are the interstitial lamellae. Thus

exact modelling is impossible. However, a much simplified treatment may still
provide insight into the effect of process variables on aroma retention. Figure 13 is

a simplified diagram of freezedrying of a slab. Let uniform ice crystals be assumed

of diameterdp, which after sublimation leave a pore of the same size. Further let
the ice crystali be distributed regularly in the concentrated solution matrix, and let

the average thickness of the interstitiat walls be 26. Let further be assumed that
after a given drying time, the ice front has retreated uniformly over the whole slab.

This Uniformly Retreating Ice Front (URIF) model of sandallet al. (1967)iswell
applicable in practice, as can be seen in extensive reviews by King (1971) and Karel
(1e73).

For the case of heat transfer through the dry layer,

L

dp

26

XL

rce

v =YL-'"--

ll_

8*

ice

concentrated
solution

Pw

Fig. 13. Schematic representation of freeze drying of a slab'
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q =)\ (Te-Tr)/L (l-x) (22)

in which 4 = heat flux
). = thermal conductivity of dry part
Te = temperature at surface
T1 = temperature at ice front
L = height of slab
x = relative height of ice front.

For heat transfer through the frozen part,

q=|v (Tp-TilI* (23)

retention (%)
100
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slowly frozen

60

quickly frozen

10
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ice-front temp. ("C)

Fig. 14. Influence of ice front temperature and freezing rate on retention of acetone in freeze
dried slabs of maltodextrin. Initial solids content l0 wt% (Rulkens & Thiissen, lg72b).

185



with ).1 = thermal conductivity of frozen part

Tp - Platen temPerature.
For the rate of ice sublimation,

Nw = Oice Pice
d,rL
dt fo,."ru* / {RrL(l-x)} ] trr* -Pew) (24)

in which Qi"e = volume fraction of ice
K = permeability of drY laYer

Mw = molecular mass of water
R = gas constant
T = absolute temPerature

Pfw = vapour Pressure at ice front
Pew = vapour pressure in condensor room

P\ce = mass densitY of ice'

At low pressure, vapour flow can be described by Knudsen diffusion;

v = (2dpl3) (2F.TlnM*)% (25)

Mass and heat fluxes are coupled by the relation

e = Nw. Hs Q6)

in which I/s = specific heat of sublimation, and by the vapour pressure relation:

P1,61 = P61(71, 
""

For not too large drying rates Rulkens (1973) analytically solved these equations,

which for the total drying time r can be written as:

tlansport through dry laYer

r =a(L2lK) Q8)

transport through frozen laYer

r=ot(L2lK) (l +P,()

in which c = (p1gsR71) / { ZrrA* (pr* - p"*) 
}

and 0 = (M?u n! ow) / (R2 rf ).1"";

(2e)

(30)

(3 1)

Aroma retention is governed by the rate of aroma diffusion inside the intentitial
liquid lamellae after the ice front has passed. As the wall thickness 6 is much

smaller than the slab height,L, transport in the direction/ may be neglected com-

pared to that in the direction r. Numerical solution of the diffusion equations for
water transport showed that there is virtually no concentration gradient of water in
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the r direction, and thus the water concentration is at equilibrium with local vapour
pressure in the pore. As the aroma diffusion coefficient depends upon water con-
centration, the rate at which this diffusion coefficient decreases with time depends
upon the rate of decrease in local water vapour pressure. This in turn is determined
by the sublimation rate. Thus at any height in the slab, the time during which
aroma is lost is coupled to total drying time. The rate of transport is further
irfluenced by the wall thickness 6 and by the initial dilfusion coefficient of aroma
Du,6. Thus aroma retention can be coupled qualitatively to a Fourier number:

Fo = Da,o 1162 G2)

and aroma retention will increase with decreasing Fourier number, For this
Fo number can be written:

retention (%)

100

0
-10

ice-front temp. ('C)

Fig. 15. Influence of molecular mass of aroma component and of ice-front temperature on
aroma retention in freeze dried slab of maltodextrin (Rulkens & Thijssen, l9'12b).
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heat transfer through dry layer Fo = q, (Da,o lK) @2 F2) (33)

heat transfer through frozen layer Fo = ot(Da,olK) {{* F2)(1 + K)} (34)

From this simple criterion the influence of process variables on aroma retention can

easily be deduced:

- An increase in freezing rate decrea*s pore diameter dp, and thus the perme-

ability K and the wall thickness 6. Thus .F'o will increase and aroma retention will
decrease, as illustrated in Figure 14 (Rulkens &Thijssen, 1972b). This effect was

also reported by many other authors (Lambert et al., 1973; Rulkens & Thijssen,
1969; Chirife et al., 1973; Flink & Karel, 1970b; Fritsch et al., l97 l; Chirife &
Karel, 1914; Capella et al., 1974l- Voiley et al., l97l; Flink & Labuza, 1972:'

Petersen et al., 1973).

- An increase in temperature at the tce front decreases o, and increases K, p and

Dn,s. The latter effect is very strong, since increasing the temperature also increases

the water content of the matrix according to the freezing curve (Rulkens, 1973). As
a result Fo increases and aroma retention decreases (Figure l4). Similar results were

obtained by Saravacos & Moyer (1968) and Voiley et a]. (1971).

- An increase in molecular mass of the aroma component in a homologous series

is associated with a lower aroma diffusion coefficient Da,s, ar.d thus with lower
Fonumber and higher aroma retention (Figure 15; after Rulkens & Thijssen,
1972b). Similar results have been reported by Sauvageot et al. (1969); Capella et al.
(19'74) and Voiley et al. (1971). Again from Figure 15 the effect of ice-front
temperature can be observed.

- A decrea* in chambet pressure decreases q, and thus Fo, and consequently
increases aroma retention. This has been observed experimentally by Rulkens &
Thijssen (1972b), Capella et al. (1974), and Petersen et al. (1973).

- An increase in layer thickness increases Fo number and thus decreases aroma
retention. Experimental evidence has been given by Rulkens (1973), Chirife et al.

(1973), Flink (1969), Flink & Karel (1970b), and Flink &Labuza (1972).

- An increase in the initial dissolved solids concentration increases the thickness
of interstitial walls, at approximately constant pore diameter. Thus with increasing
initial dissolved solids concentration aroma retention increases, as was observed

experimentally by Rulkens & Thijsset (1972b), Chandrasekaran & King (1970),

Flink & Karel (1970b), Fritsch et al. (1971), Chirife & Karel (1974,1975b), Ofcar-
cik & Burns (1974), Capella et al. (1974), Rey & Bastien (1962), Lambert et al.

(te73).

Freeze dtying of granules

In practice, liquid foods are granulated after freezimg and thereuport fteeze-

dried;.in most industrial applications, batch-tray freeze-driers are still used; re-

cently, however, continuous freeze driers have been developed and applied (Lorent-

zen, 1974). Experiments of Rulkens and Thijssen (Thijssen, 1972; Rulkens, 1973)

have shown that also in granule freeze-drying, aroma retention increases with in-
creasing aroma molecular mass, with decreasing chamber pressure, increasing initial
dissolved solids concentration aad decreasingfrceztng rate, analogous to slab freeze

188



acetaldehyde retention (%)

50

a

o

T
initial propanal concentration (kg/m3)

acetaldehyde retention (%)

 
+ n-octanal

5

+ n- pentanal

* propanal

initial volatile concentration (kg/m3)

Fig. 16. Influence of addition of aldehydes on retention of acetaldehyde during freeze-drying
ofgum solution (Kayaert, 1974). Upper figure: o = initial acetaldehyde concentration 0.1 kg/m3,
o = initial acetaldehyde concentration 1 kg/m3.
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drying. They also observed a decrease in aroma retention, AR, with decreasing
particle size and with increasing layer thickness. Both effects increase resistance of
the granule bed to water vapour flow and consequently decreases sublimation rate.

Analogous to drying slabs, thus, the time during which aroma is lost increases and

aroma retention decreases.

Effect of a dispersed phase upon aroma retention

In freeze-drying of model systems with model aroma components of limited
solubility, an increase in initial aroma concentration decreases aroma retention
(Flink, 1969; Massaldi & King, 1974a, L974b Kayaert et a1., 1974;Kayaert, 1974).

At higher concentrations, these aroma substances are present partly as dispersed

droplets. Aroma retention decreases, with increase in aroma concentration because

an increasing amount of aroma is present as droplets which evaporate upon contact
with the open pores. Massaldi & King presented a model, which assumed that
droplets in the model system adhere to the ice crystals in freezing and consequently

direcfly evaporate after sublimation of the crystals. For orange juice, Massaldi &
King observed that aroma droplets adhered to the cloud during freezing and drying
and thus were retained inside the lamellae, in contrast to their results with model

systems. Kayaert found, that considerable interaction occurred between different
aroma components if at least one of the components has low solubility. Figure 16

shows the effect of addition of different aldehydes on retention of acetaldehyde.

This effect still needs clarification.
The work of Kayaert and of Massaldi and King, and investigations in our own

laboratory show that the essential factors in retention of an only slightly soluble

aroma component are the size of the aroma droplets and of the lamellae, and the
position of the droplets in the lamellae. These factors are influenced strongly by
freezing conditions, as these determine droplet growth and droplet nucleation rate.

Investigations in our laboratory have shown that aroma retention for a dispersed

aroma component increases with increasing initial dissolved solids concentration
and with decreasing droplet size (Yamada et al., 1975).

Conclusions

The influence of process variables on the retention of aroma components in
several drying processes leading to different product structures can qualitatively
and, for simple geometries, be described quantitatively by selective diffusion. From
the observed relations with process variables for each drying process, rules can be

derived for obtaining optimum aroma retention.
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Reaction of vanillin with albumin

Short communication

J. H. Dhont

central Institute for Nutrition and Food Research TNo, utrechtseweg 4g, Zeist, the
Netherlands

In this institute, experiments have been conducted on the relation between
aroma components and the solid matrix of the food product. For the aromatization
of 'synthetic' foods like those obtained from soya bean protein, we had the idea of
adding stable and non-volatile derivatives of aroma substances to the product. By
adding water to the product, the derivative was hydrolysed to the desired aroma
zubstance and a non-toxic reaction product. we thoughf that in this way the prod-
uct would combine a good shelf-life and tre property of producing its aroma
continuously for a certain time.

In one experiment with a stable derivative of benzaldehyde, we observed that
the odour of benzaldehyde developed instantaneously on adding water to the deriv-
ative. If albumin was added to the derivative, it was some time before benzaldehyde
could be smelled.

chromatography of a mixture of vanillin and of albumin on a column of Sepha-
dex, resulted in tlree instead of the expected two peaks. We substituted vanillin for
benzaldehyde in this experiment because in some experiments benzaldehyde show_
ed a peak attributable to benzoic acid formed by oxidation of benzaldehyde in air.
chromatograms from a typical experiment are shown in Fig. 1. The same phenome-
non was observed with salirylaldehyde as test compound. There a yellow band was
observed on the column between the protein and the aldehyde bani.

In further experiments, we freeze-dried a solution of albumin and vanillin in a
closed system. The condensed volatiles were collected in a cooled trap. After the
experiment, the albumin residue had a deep yellow colour, which disappeared on
solution in water. Extraction of the residue with ether removed the vanfllin that
was retained by the protein. The condensate was also extracted with ether and thevanillin content of both extracts was determined by ultraviolet absorption spec-
trometry. In this way, we found that the total amount of vanillin recovered by
extraction was only about lWo of the amount added. with freeze-drying of vanillin
solutions (without added albumin) 8O-96Vo of the vanillin was recovered. So about9Vo of. the vanillin added must have been bound by the protein. In experiments
with vanillin solutions, no vanillin could be found in the residue reservoir.

The distribution of vanillin originally added at the end of an experiment was:
condensate 3, residue 8 and chemically bound g9%. our experimenis so far show
that the protein retains some of the vanillin by encapsulation or adsorption, which
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Fig. 1. Column chromatoglams of A: 25 mg vanillin, B: 25 mg albumin, C: blue dextran' D:

2img albumin + 25 mgvanillin.Column: Sephadex G25 (37 cm x 2'5 cm);eluent: water;

flow: 3 ml/min.

contribute to the aroma over the product. However a much larger part of the

vanillin is chemically bound to the albumin and does not contribute.

We suppose that the aldehyde group reacts with the primary groups in the

protein. The reaction can be written schematically as follows:

RR,C=O * HzNRz-RR,C=NRr+ Hp

Such reaction products are Schiffs bases. They are stable to alkali but are hydro'

lysed by strong mineral acids into the constituents.

@

o
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Most countries have no legislation on flavouring additives but for conventional additives
usgally have a positive list, which safeguards the consumer's health, taste and pocket. Despite
differences from other additives, such a list. could also be made for approved flavourings.
Approval could be based on need and safety-in-use. Such a list limitJ the liability of the
manufacturer, protects the consumet and helps in international trade. Safety-in-use is difficult
to define but criteria have been formulated for conventional additives by the FAOAMHO Joint
Expert Committee on Food Additives and by national bodies. The United States Flavor and
Extract Manufacturers Association and the loint Expert Committee have also formulated crite-
ria for flavourings, those of FAOAilHO being ultraconservative. A working party of the Council
of Europe's Subcommittee on Health Control of Foodstuffs has producid a listofartificial
flavourings (1) considered admissible, (2) temporarily admissible, and (3) not admissible at
present. Their proposal is important in the evolution of consumer protection.

hoc. int. Symp. Aroma Research, Zeist, 1975. Pudoc, l4)ageningen.

Britistr and intemational legislative control of flavouring substances in
food

T. J. Coomesl

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Great westminster House, Horseferry
Road, London S.W. l, England

Abstract

Flavouring agents fall clearly into the category of deliberate or intentional food
additives, and in most countries of the world, such additives, with the exception of
flavouring zubstances, are zubject to legislative control. Such legislative control
usually takes the form of an agxeed positive permitted list, for food additives other
than flavourings, after taking into account evidence ofnecessity, technical efficacy
and safety-in-use. Perhaps it is pertinent to consider why such control of food
additives is necessary in most countries of the world today. Great Britain,s 1955
Food and Drugs Act (England and wales) (GB, 1955) contains, in its general provi-
sions, a general philosophy of control measures for foodstuffs sold for human con-
sumption similar to those accepted by most Governments throughout the world, even
though details of such legislation may differ somewhat, from country to country.

Section I of the 1955 Act makes it an offence to add any substance to food so
as to render it injurious to the health of the consumer. section 2 makes it an
offence to sell food not of the nature, nor of the substance, nor of the quality
demanded by the purchaser. Food bearing a name or description calculated to
deceive the purchaser is prohibited from being offered for sale by Section 6 of the
Act, whilst Section 8 renders it an offence to sell unsound food. section 4 enables

1. The opinions expressed in this paper are the personal views of the author and not a
statement of Ministry policy.
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the responsible authorities to make specific regulations about food composition and

its content of both deliberate and unintentional additives and contaminants. The

total effect of similar legislation throughout the world may be summarized as

protecting the health of the conzumer, their palates, and their pockets!

Having considered some basic philosophy relevant to the legislative control of
conventional deliberate food additives, let us ask ourselves if we wish to control
flavouring substances in that way or at all? There are probably two or at most three

main reasons for controlling flavouring substances. Firstly, a permitted list of sub-

stances which may be added to food, enshrined in law, in effect defines areas,

within which tlre food manufacturel, or tlre seller of food, may operate without the

burden of proof of safety-in-use resting on them. Secondly, zuch legislation defines

areas within which the consumer may buy food, confident that the food is unlikely
to be injurious to health when the additives are used under defined conditions.

Thirdly, since there is a large measure of intemational agleement on the criteria

desirable for establistring permitted lists of food additives, lists of substances could

be harmon2ed between countries, allowing foods containing them to be sold across

national boundaries, fostering increased trade and international prosperity.

If we accept that these are compelling reasons for legislative control of flavour-

ing substances in fooO by procedures like those for control of deliberate food

additives, the information required to enable the construction of a permitted list of
flavourings may be summed up under two criteria, 'need" and'safety-in-use'. Two

queries spring to mind, if we think of flavourings as deliberate food additives.

Firstly, do they differ in any way from additives already controlled by permitted

lists, and secondly, should the criteria for flavourings be the same, or different from
those for conventional food additives? There are no simple answers, but it is pre-

cisely the response to these fundamental queries that give some clues to meaningful

control.
Conventional food additives, with the possible exception of colourings, fulfill

clear-cut, if sometimes imperfectly understood, technical functions. In current so
phisticated food technology, which has arisen to cope with the curent population

explosion, they are necessary. Flavourings exert less obvious effects, which must

not be thought necessarily either deleterious or deceptive. The benefit to both
palatability and physiological acceptability must be emphasized, bearing in mind

that olfactory sensation has many interlinked components. Conventional food addi-

tives are few relative to flavourings. Whereas the number of food additives'permit-
ted' in some countries is of the order of some 250 substances, the number of
individual flavouring substances used by industry is of the order of 3 000-4 000, so

hat flavourings outnumber their 'permitted' brethren by a factor of l0 or more.

Some chemicals found to occur naturally in foods are used as additives in modern

food processing. The gfeat majority of flavourings occur in'natural' products, many

of which are used as foods. Lastly, the amount of flavouring substances in food is

generally small relative to technical additives. Clearly, t}erefore, flavourings are

different from conventional food additives. But does this mean that our criteria for
assessment should also be different?

As in any modern tegislation, we start from a status quo. Flavourings are used

now, and have been used for many years in many countries throughout the world.

Precedent is thus establistred, and existing usage has established need. Indeed, the
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British Food Standards Committee said that, "if there is adequate evidence that the
flavouring agents currenfly in use have no deleterious effects on health there could
be no reasonable objection to their continued and widespread use" (GB-MAFF,
1965a). The criteria to be satisfied therefore relate to safety-in-use, and this has been
a stumbling block for many attempts to list permitted flavourings in many coun-
tries throughout the world. Principal difficulties about assessment of safety in use
are the large number of flavouring substances and materials, the scarcity of toxi-
cologists and testing facilities tlroughout the world, and of course the cost of the
work relative to the market or likely market for flavourings throughout the world.

A number of guidelines exist for establishing the toxicological properties of
conventional food additives, as a result of work by the FAO/WHO (1958, 1962,
1966) Joint Expert Committee on Food Additives and its associated scientific
Groups. In certain countries, national guidelines are available (e.g. GB-MAFF,
1965b). Although not all the available guidelines place equal emphasis on the various
data specified as necessary for an evaluation, most of them agree on a compre-
hensive series of tests on laboratory animals including the following:
l. Acute tests, both oral and parenteral for rats, mice and usually a non-rodent.
2. Short-term feeding tests with several dietary levels on rats, mice and a non-
rodent (90 days for rats and mice and lWo of the lifespan for other animals).
3. Long-term tests, including carcinogenicity to two species, extending over the
lifetime of the animal (2 years for rats, l8 months for mice). Evidence on fertility is
also desirable.
4. Evidence about the metabolism of the additive and where appropriate, its effect
on enzymes.
5. Where such evidence can be obtained, effects on man are particulady appro-
priate and indeed WHO (1967) have drawn up principles for this type of investiga-
tion.

One must ask, therefore, whether such comprehensive requirements are justified
or even necessary to enable assessments about safety-in-use of a flavouring sub-
stance. Toxicological hazards might arise from certain diets with large contents of
flavouring agents. Animd experiments have shown us tfiat some flavouring sub-
stances of natural origin are far from innocuous. Safrole from sassafras oil and
coumarin from tonka beans are examples. Some substances, if ingested in minute
amounts, can induce hypersensitivity as do capsaicin and zingiberin in some people
or even allergic hypersensitivity as does menthol. clearly, if any toxicologist be
asked to decide whether traditional flavouring agents might be accorded some
measure of favoured treatment, he does not have to look far to justify adoption of
the usual criteria for assessment of conventional food additives.

However, since the late 1950s, there have been some examinations of the prob
lem of assessing the safety-ia-use of flavourings. The purpose of some was the
construction of permitted lists of flavourings within the framework of both na-
tional and international food law. Thus, in 1959 the Flavor and Extract Manufac-
turers Association of the United States had to determine the status of flavouring
substances that had been in use for a number of years at quite low concentrations
in foods and beverages and set up a Scientific Panel to consider the problem. The
FEMA panel worked out certain criteria which enabled a decision to be reached as
to whether the use of a particular flavour could be regarded as toxicologically
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insignificant. The conditions were :

a. use in food (including natural occurrence) for a period of at least lOyears
without any evidence of adverse effect;
b. use in foods at contents not exceeding 10 mg/kg;
c. total annual use as a flavouring agent not exceeding 1000 lb (almost 500 kg);
d. simple chemical structure or composition whose metabolic fate is known or can
be assumed to involve safe pathways.

If a flavouring substance complied with all four conditions, it could be regarded
as having toxicologically insignificant usage.

FAO/WHO (1967) Joint Expert Committee on Food Additives examined a num-
ber of flavouring agents and always required or specified animal experiments for
each substance under consideration, irrespective of any history of safe use. This
situation, clearly ultra-conservative, was perhaps impractical and their recommen-
dations for future action recognized the difficulty by stating that in future certain
substances should have priority for toxicological evaluation. The Committee de-
fined certain criteria for assessing priority:
a. appearance on existing restrictive positive lists;
b. estimated consumption per capita exceeding 3.65 mglyea4
c. use in foods at levels exceeding l0 mg/kg;
d. valid reasons for doubting safety.

Probably the most concerted and definitive approach to the problem of pre-
paring permitted lists of flavourings for use in foodstuffs commenced when the
Council of Europe's Sub-Committee on Health Control of Foodstuffs set up an ad
hoc Working Party to study natural and artificial flavourings with the following
aims (Council of Europe, 1965):
l. to draw up a list of the natural flavourings based on their sources and a list of
artificial flavourings that may be added to foodstuffs without hazard to public
health;
2. to draw attention to certain of those flavourings that present ahzzard to public
health;
3. to complete the list according to the procedure currently employed, using the
information already collected and such information as could be supplied by inter-
ested parties;
4. to propose tJrat from a certain date no new flavouring substance shall be used in
foodstuffs unless the manufacturer supplies all the necessary data, in accordance
with the common guide as set out, to prove it does not present a health hazard.

During the course of their studies, the Working Party took account of the
following considerations:
a- certain natural flavourings are extracted from products which are normal items
in human diet;
b. certain artificial flavourings are obtained by chemical processes; and
c. whilst tlre natural flavourings are mostly of a complex nature and cannot, in
general, be precisely defined, most of the artificial flavourings have precise chemical
specifications and can, therefore, be zubject to purity standards and can be defined
with more certainty.

In the present state of knowledge and for practical reasons, the Working Party
considered it necessary to maintain a distinction between natural and artificial
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flavourings. They, therefore, drew up a list of flavouring substances which could be
used in food, divided this list into two categories and sub.divided each of these
categories on tJre following basis:
a. substances considered admissible;
b. substances considered temporarily admissible;
c. substances not considered admissible at present.

Lists (a) and (b) contain some flavourings for which specific limits are proposed.
These limits were based provisionally on information available to the Council of
Europe working Party about amounts used in food, and, where available, tJte rele-
vant toxicological data. The list of natural flavourings consists, essentially, of a list
of botanical names of species, together with the parts of plants of those species,
that may be used as flavourings or from which flavourings may be derived. The list
of artificial flavourings consists of their chemical formulae and names (with syn-
onyms).

The first version of the council of Europe study which contained their recom-
mendations for the control of natural and artificial flavouring substances in food by
means of a permitted list was published in l97O and circulated for urgent considera-
tion by all interested parties. The comments received as a rezult of this publication
have been further considered by the ad hoc working party and a second edition
produced (council of Europe, 1974). The preparation of a third edition is now in
hand.

The work of the council of Europe during the decade lg6s-1975 on flavour-
ings for use in food is an example of the evolution of public health proposals for
consumers protection, utilizing existing information, both scientific and toxicologi-
cal, from an enornous field within which the application of traditional criteria for
such evaluations had so far even failed to establish guidelines.

As a further result of their definitive work, the council of Europe ad hoc
working Party were able to construct a guide to the testing and toxicological
evaluation of flavouring substances, including a series of conditions that must be
satisfied before a flavouring substance can be accepted. I think it is true to say that,
whilst the conditions are rigorous, they are not likely, except in special cases, to
involve the formidable costs normally associated with complete evaluation of a
traditional type food additive before its appearance in a list of permitted food
additives.

Lastly of course, the assessment of safety-in-use aspects of flavourings are, as for
conventional food additives, matters of opinion. Such technical, scientific and
medical opinions are based on information available and the state of scientific
knowledge advances daily, one is almost tempted to say houdy, and with it contem-
porary opinion. For that reason, current ideas on international legislative control of
flavouring substances in food may also develop apace. To develop such ideas, how-
ever, will require a sound philosophy which has now been established.
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The future of aroma research

F. Rijkens and H. Boelens

Naarden International NV, P. O. Box 2, Naarden/Bussum, the Netherlands

Abstract

An analysis of the future of aroma research starts with the evaluation of the history and the
present state of our knowledge. The development of analytical aroma research is discussed and
an ass€ssment is given of the number of flavour components, yet unknown. Better guidance of
analytical aroma research towards important flavour components is needed and wayi to achieve
this, for example by the use of sensorial evaluation techniques, are discussed.

Long term prospects about food production are expected to reflect further disconnection
from the natural environment. Single cell proteins, plant tissue cultures and further growth of
processed foods are foreseen.

, Fundamental knowledge of biochemical and thermal flavour formation and of physico.
chemical interactions of flavour compounds with non-volatile food components will be of
growing importance.

Considering the invitation of t]te late Dr Weurman to discuss t}re future of aroma
research, we realized that all of you, being deeply involved in flavour research, will
have thought about this subject from time to time.

A paper on the future of aroma research cannot be expected to bring much new,
but I hope I can provide some food for further thought. we will deliberately put
some views and opinions provocatively for debate. Thus we will try to meet
Dr Weurman's desire for a lively discussion.

History of aroma research

As a definition of aroma research, at least for the putpose of this paper, we have
indicated the field in a slightly modified scheme given originally by Emily wick
(1965) (Fig. l). I will not waste your time by putting it into words, iust note that it
includes perception of taste and odour and that we will not discuss texture al-
though that too is an important element for the acceptability of food. Let us see
where aroma research, thus defined, stands nowadays.

After one of the earliest successes of scientific research on aroma, the identifica-
tion of vanillin from vanilla beans by Tiemann & Haarmann ( I 824), progress was at
first slow. The isolation and identification of flavour components remained a very
laborious and time-consuming operation, providing access mainly to major com-
ponents. In tJre yearsup to 1950, there was considerable progress with the develop-
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Fig. l. Scheme of field of aroma research. After Wick (1965)

ment of organic chemistry, with better separation techniques like distillation and

absorption chromatoglaphy, with better tools for identification such as micro-

analysis of elements, and with ultraviolet and infrared spectroscopy.

But dramatic changes came with the development of gas chromatography and

mass spectrometry. After the fundamental paper by James & Martin in 1952, gas

chromatographycameintowidespreadusesincel960_l965.Thiscoincidedwith
the development of not too expensive mass spectrometers, which brought this

technique within reach of the analytical chemist.

These techniques and to a lesser extent proton magnetic resonance spectrometry

have tremendously accelerated the output of analytical research on flavours'

I will not go into othel stimulating factors such as the development of the food

industry, the increased standard of living in many countries, the increasing demand

for flavours or the growth of the flavour industry.

Recent Progress and extrapolation to the future

The development and the present state of our knowledge of analytical aroma

research can very well be demonstrated by the growth of t}te excellent 'Lists of
volatile compounds in food' by Weurman and his successors, issued regulady since

1963 (van Straten & de Vrijer, 1973)'
Fig. 2 strows ttre increase in number of. different compounds over the years' The

start of the accelerated growth rate around 1965 is clearly recogrrizable.

At present about 2600 different flavour compounds have been listed, or rather
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Fig. 2. Number of flavour components listed by weurman (1953-1975). Generously provided
by Dr Maarse, Central Institute for Nutdtion and Food Research TNO, Z;ist.

should I speak of more or less volatile compounds in foods since their real signifi-
cance for flavours is not taken into account. A classification of these is given in
Table l. Strikingly low is the number of esters,450, compared to the 230 acids
known. what about the total number of 26oo flavour components and how many
are there still to be detected in flavours? we will try to consider these questions.

Let us first discuss two different types of flavour, tomato and meat. Table 2
shows the flavour components of tomato identified in S-years periods. In this paper
I will use flavour components generally in a broad meaning, i.e. components that by
their inherent properties may contribute to the flavour. After excellent work by
several investigators like viani et al. (1969), schormoller & Kochmann (1969),
Buttery et al. (1971) and others revealing the presence of over 250 components
(Johnson et al., l97l), our colleagues wobben et al. (1974) still found 63 com-
pounds new for tomato flavour.

Figure 3 presents graphically the number of publications on tomato flavour and
the number of components identified, against time. obviously the number of papen
annually on this subject is declining. As for the number of flavour components to
be found, it does not seem unreasonable to expect that a total of between 400 and
500 components will be known in a few years.

Research on meaty flavours covers a much broader field. Table 3 summarizes the
progress, again over 5-years periods. Here the output doubled in each S-year period
so that more than 500 components are now known, including a large proportion of
nitrogen and sulphur compounds, abott 2Wo.
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Table 1. Classification of known flavour com-
pounds.

Aliphatic/aromatic hydrocarbons
Isoprenoid hydrocarbons
Functionalized isoPrenoids
Alcohols/phenols
Acetals/ethers
Carbonyls
Acids
Esters
lnctones
Furans/pyrans
Amino acids
Other nitrogen comPounds
Thiazoles/oxazoles
Other sulphur comPounds

Total

Table 2. Tomato flavour components identified in S-years periods'

Number

170
130
170
190
140
310
230
450

90
110
40

290
50

220

2600

Chemical compounds

Hydrocarbons
Alcohols
Carbonyls
Acids
Hydroxy/keto acids
Esters
Iactones
Amino acids
Other nitrogen comPounds
Sulphur compounds
Miscellaneous

Total

1965
t910

1970
t 7s

1960
1t6s

Naarden
1974

Total

5
4

10
7
0
(
6
0
0
1

25

63

0
8

l4
2
6
0
0
0
0
0
4

34

a1

15
37
t4
20
2l

0
1

J

28

t'tt

2
15
t4

5
0
,)

1

4
4
I

l8
66

34
42
75
28
26
28
t2
4
5
5

'15

334

Extrapolation of this development to the future seems less certain than for

tomato.
Figure 4 shows agatl a decline in the number of publications annually and there-

fore we can hardly expect doubling over the next 5 yea$ (600 additional compc'

nents, amounting to a total of I100 components). However the number of compo-

nents detected still rises sharply, leading us to the estimate that by 1980 another

300 components will be known, i.e. a total of about 800 components'

Both ihese examples illustrate the order of magnitude of the number of flavour

components found when a flavour is analysed to the depth possible today' General-
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Fig. 3. Output of tomato flavour research. Left: lumber ofpublications, Right: number ofcom-
pounds.

Table 3. Meat flavour components identified in S-years periods.

Chemical compounds 1960
l9-65

196s
t{7o

rgito
t91s

Total

Hydrocarbons
Alcohols
Carbonyls
Acids
Hydroxy/keto acids
Esters
Lactones
Amino acids
Other nitrogen compounds
Sulphur compounds
Miscellaneous

Total

34
19
2t
11

2
l2

1

25
1

15
l7

158

66
35
92
31

7
l9
15

0
)

34
20

1

1

0
0
3

6
4

56
45

t25104

30r

32
t4
37
6
4
6

I4
8

52
24

33

7l s30

izitg, a range from 300-800 seems a fair estimate since also less complicated
flavours exist than meat or even tomato.

In our common food package, about I 50 different types of flavour are present.
Different varieties of one fruit like apple, or different types of whisky, cognac or
wine are not regarded here as distinct types. Some 50 of these, about a third, at
present have been investigated in appreciable detail. About 100 common flavour
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Fig. 4. Output of meat-type flavour research. Left: number of publications. Right: number of
compounds.

Table 4. Number of expected flavour components; approximation.

Precursors Number Componentsr Total

> 1000Amino acids
Sugars
Fatty acids
Isoprenoids
Carotenoids
Benzenoids
Others:

- flavonoids/catechins

- vitamins

- alkaloids

- nucleotids

- steroids

Total

>40
50

>50
5

25

1000
1000
750
250
500
s00

>25
20
20

150
l0

l. Per parent compound.
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types and many others, less common, still remain to be investigated in detail and we
are therefore convinced of the existence of at least double the number of flavour
components presently known, let us say somewhere between 5 000 and l0 000.

This estimate can also be approached from another angle, from the flavour
precursors (Table 4). From one amino acid, about 100 flavour components can be
derived. From leucine, for example, 3 alcohols, 5 carbonyl compounds, 4 acids,
40 esters, 2 lactones, 25 acetals and some nitrogen and sulphur compounds, in total
over 100 derivatives that in this case have actually been found. As a correction for
overlap, we reduced the contribution of each amino acid to a safe minimum of at
least 40. we know about 20monosaccharides (c+-cz), stereoisomers excluded.
caramelization of glucose gives at least 100 flavour components. Including reac-
tions with NH3 and H2 S, the number of derivatives must be considerably larger.
Therefore a count of 50 components per parent compound after correction for
overlap is certainly not too high. From the fatty acids, only the natural linear
unsaturated acids have been considered as precursors here. More than 20 of them
are described. From one particular fatty acid about l0 carbonyl compounds can be
derived by oxidation (oleic acid 7, linoleic acid 13, linolenic acid l9). These can
form at least the same number of alcohors, of acids, esters and acetals each and
additionally many other derivatives such as furans, lactones. Therefore 50 flavour
derivatives per parent fatty acid certainly is a low estimate. we know about 50 mo-
noterpenes and lO0sesquiterpenes. An assumption of the existence of 5 flavour
derivatives (oxygen derivatives) per parent compound likewise seems not exagger-
ated. Finally we have added a rough estimate of the flavour derivatives from carote-
noids, from cell wall material (benzenoids) and other precursors. Thus an analysis
of the precursors also leads to the conclusion that a total of over 5000 flavour
components must be expected.

Systematic analytical approach and alternatives

The following summarizes what we have said about the present situation in
analytical aroma research :

- we know 150 common aroma types, of which 50 have been investigated in
appreciable detail

- most aroma types contain between 300 and g00 components
- 2600 different flavour components are known; probably between 5000 and
l0 000 exist.

A conclusion certainly could be that alt this analytical work would take some
50 years and keep two generations of analytical flavour chemists busy. we are not
going to wear ourselves out, I believe, by doing so systematically flavour by flavour.
our sharp analytical tools provide so many results, may of which are of limited
value, that the need for guidance and limitation is clear. These have to come from a
proper use of better sensory evaluation. Additionally, other approaches than syste_
matic analysis should get more attention in aroma research. Further challenges will
be provided by developments in food production and food technology. These will
be important changes in future research on flavour, I believe.

Let us turn our attention now to these more motivating goals and opportunities.
If we agree that many more different flavour components do exist, as ylt unknown,
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then the intriguing question arises where and how these new compounds can be

found. I will give a few examPles.

The first day of this symposium we heard about tlre oxidation of linolenic acid

in Grosch's excellent paper. Though a lot is known about the formation of satu-

rated and unsaturated carbonyl compounds as the primary degradation products of
linolenic acid, does the story end there? We do not think so. Depending on heat

treatment, pH and other conditions, isomerization of the primary carbonyl com-

pounds can lead to other o, p-unsaturated aldehydes (and 2,4-alkadienals) than

those discussed. Moreover, the unsaturated carbonyl compounds may be oxidized

further, without cleavage of tlre carbon chain, to the hydroxy and keto carbonyl

compounds, which we do not know (Fig. 5).

2-Alkyl furans possibly may have been formed by allyl oxidation of 2-alkenals to

4-hydroxy-2-alkenals and then by cyclization. In the presence of hydrogen sulphide

2,4-alkadienals and 2-alkenals have been shown to form 2-alkyl thiophenes (Boelens

et al.,1974) (Fig. 5).
Those 2-alkyl furans and the 2-alkyl thiophenes that have been found in cooked

meat (Liebig et al., 1972; Wilson et al., 1973) and in cranberries (Anjou &von
sydow, 196?) could have been formed by these routes since the corresponding

unsaturated aldehydes required as precufiiors have indeed been found in these foods

(Rozier, 1970; Anjou & von Sydow,1967). If this hypothesis be correct, the whole

range of 2-alkyl furans and tliophenes corresponding to the unsaturated aldehydes

present, may be expected in these and other foods.

We can also imagine (Fig. 5) the formation of

2-alkyl-2, 3-dihydrofuran-3-ones
2-alkyl-2,3-dthydro4-hydroxyf uran-3-ones

,qr
von Sydow 1967 m

R^SZ
Liebich 1972

RCH2CH- CHCH0

ola2s
RCHOHCH=CHCHO J. RCHOHCH= CHCHS-T.

o/ H2s

RCH=CHCH=CHCHO
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I
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IH.,,
ens 1971

hl.H3RCH2CH=CHC0CH3 0.
H2st-

I

I

I

I

L-

Fig. 5. possible formation of furan and thiophene derivatives from unsaturated carbonyls.
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2- alkyl- 2,3 -dthy dro th iophen-3 -one s
2-a1ky 1-2,3 4 thy dro-4-hy droxy th iophe n-3 -one s.

2-z-Hexyl-5-methyl-2,3-dihydrofuran-3-one possibly derived from an unsaturated
ketone has been found in onion oil (Boelens et al., l97l).

we are aware that some compounds of this type can also be derived from sugars
(and hydrogen sulphide) (Schutte, 1974), but ifunsaturated fatty acids could in-
deed act as precursors through the pathways suggested here, many new flavour
components may be expected.

Another example of flavour formation is given in Fig. 6.
our colleague (ter Heide, to be published) found in fenugreek hyperessence

3-methyl-7-valerolactone, 2,4-d.thydroxy-3-methylpent-2-enoic acid lactone (F, t-di-methyl+-tetronic acid) and the corresponding unsaturated amine. 2,LDthydroxy-
3-methylpent-2-enoic acid lactone is a character-impact compound of fenugreek. Itspossible origin from 4-hydroxyisoleucine lactone, an unusual amino acid found infenugreek by Ghosal et ar. (1974). is strongly suggested by the presence of the
unsaturated amino lactone.

we did not search for t}te (normal) Strecker degradation products of the amino
acids, but these compounds may be expected.

In addition to about 25 essential amino acids known, about 15 unusual amino
acids have been found, but only a few of their normal degradation products
(Strecker, Maillard) have yet been found. Therefore we feel the search for these
compounds as new flavour components should be worthwhile. particularly so sincethe more or less specific occu'.ence of unusual amino acids promises a higher
chance that character-impact compounds be found among their derivatives.

CH3- NH2
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Fig' 6' Flavour components from an unusual amino acid isolated from fenugreek (Trigonella
foenum-graecum).
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Future aroma research and circumstantial trends

In the preceding part of this paper, we have considered what we called the

systematic analytical approach to aroma research. But future progless is also depen-

dent on more fundamental aroma research.

Fundamental chemical fields of aroma research are:

the biogenesis of flavours
the study of the thermal formation of flavours

- the study of physico-chemical interactions between volatile flavour compounds

and non-volatile food components.
The aims of sensory research, of course, are in the first place the elucidation of:

- the mechanism of olfaction

- the mechanism of taste.
Further, attention should be paid to:

- sensoric evaluation methods

- specific areas like flavour enhancers and miracle fruit'
In this paper I cannot discuss, even briefly, the plurality of circumstances imd

devetopments that will influence the future of both fundamental and systematic

flavoui research, such as the economic situation, legislation, and health concern,

including its rational and irrational aspects.

tet us limit our discussion to some main developments to be expected in food

production and technology (Fig. 7). These will certainly stimulate and need funda-

Fig. ?. Scheme of aspects of and main influences on aroma research'
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mental flavour research and will continue to create problems requiring application
of new knowledge of flavours.

The general trend will be that the production of foods will gradually become
further disconnected from the natural environment and climate (e.g. Yostrikawa et
al., 1974).

In fact this trend is clearly recognizable in many of past developments, although
we do not rcalize so daily. The most recent examples of this trend are the bio-indus-
trial production of poultry and pigs, and fish and seafood farming.

In the next decades, the industrial application of biological systems for food
production will develop further, stimulated by the growing demand for food and
made possible by the progress of the life sciences.

This sounds somewhat like science fiction, but I think it is not.
The most important biological systems for our food production are:

- plants and animals, mainly grown and reared in their natural environment,
although industrial methods are gradually beginning to be applied.

- micro-organisms and fungi for the production of fermented foods and bever-
ages, of protein hydrolyzates and proteins and of special metabolites like citric acid,
glutamic acid, and lysine.

We have learnt in the past to disconnect micro-organisms from their natural
environment and to grow them industrially for such purposes (and for other prod-
ucts like antibiotics). Having achieved this, we wanted to do more; we wanted to
apply certain specific capabilities of these cells separately and developed processes
to use micro-organisms for the production of
- enzymes. In tlte food industry, we all know the uses of single enzymes or
mixtures, for example for the production of glucose and fructose from starch, to
replace malt enzymes for beer and for the hydrolysis of sucrose. Proteases and
lipases are used for t}te production of other food ingredients. We are learning now
to immobilize enzymes so that they can be used repeatedly instead of just once.

The production of huge masses of cell material, necessarily connected with the
production of desired metabolites, is becoming more and more a problem in waste
disposal. Therefore research is being initiated to get rid of the cells and to achieve
more complicated processes with their eflzyme systems. One of the main difficulties
here, however, is that we can only use enzymes efficiently in degradation processes
since we have not yet learnt to feed in energy in a 'biological manner'.

I believe that the most logical future sequence of progress will be for us to leam
how to grow plant cells on industrial scale and later perhaps animal tissue. At first,
applications will be developed in which the whole cell mass is used. Later we will
try to stimulate them to produce desired metabolites that can be isolated or render
the whole cell mass more useful (Teuscher, 1973). Although the use of enzyme
systems isolated from plants need not wait for industrial culture of plant tissue, it
will certainly tlen be strongly stimulated.

The prospects for culture of plant tissue are very large indeed for several reasons
and are no longer remote. It has been possible to propagate plant cells in artificial
media and to grow complete plants in natural environment from small undifferen-
tiated cell conglomerates. In fact this technique has been applied for several years
by flower growers (Morel, 1964), and even on a large scale for the propagation of
orange trees and pine trees.
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More principal reasons for its potential, however, are the following aspects:

- spontaneous mutation occurs in propagation of plant cells for some generations,
as in micro-organisms

- the possibility of manipulating plant cells genetically and chemically.
Therefore by appropriate selection of cells, we can obtain plant cells with even

more useful properties than known varieties.
The application of plant tissue culture and selection will be extended first in

agriculture for the development of higher-yielding and virus-free plants (Nishi &
Ohsawa, 1973). Tll^e next major step will be the controlled differentiation of plant
tissue and the growing of differentiated tissue of the required type, both in artificial
environment. On laboratory scale, examples of these steps have been achieved and
the production of tobacco plant tiszue (Kobari et al., 1972; Shiio & Ota, 1973)
seems even to have reached pilot plant stage. Then industrial photosynthesis with
plant tissue (and with algae perhaps earlier) becomes possible.

There will be an increasing pressure for the production of carbohydrates because
the need for proteins is gradually being satisfied. The application of soya protein
grows and we will soon see the industrial production of single-cell protein for food
from carbohydrate-rich waste products, including sulphite liquor or from petro-
chemicals as substrates (Worgan, 1974; Sherwood, 1974).

Recently the priority given to proteins as the most scarce food ingredient has
been disputed and the world's needs for carbohydrates were deemed to become
more critical (Yul, 1975).

The food processing industry will continue to expand production of processed
foods based on raw materials like maize, other grains, potatoes, vegetable fat, and
milk. The significance of such existing foods as industrial raw materials will con-
tinue to grow. Furthernore, the food processing industry will be an indispensable
link in the utilization of future food ingredients like single-cell protein and products
of industrial cultures of plant tissue.

It is obvious that the branches of fundamental aroma research are all of sigrrifi
cant importance for these developments.

As several scientists have remarked (Nursten, 1970; Nursten, 1975; Solms, 1973;
Rothe, 1974), a wealtfi of data on flavour components has been generated and this
number will continue to grow considerably, but our knowledge of their relations
and their origin is fragmentary. We cannot see the whole picture.

We are beginning to understand the biochemical pathways leading to terpenes,
aliphatic alcohols, aldehydes, acids and esters or to the main components of some
specific flavours such as those of onion and mustard seed. Flavour formation in
apple or banana has been studied in considerable detail (Tressl & Jennings, 1972;
Jennings & Tressl, 1974), but a general concept of the biochemistry involved in
fruit ripening, for example, does not exist. For such a picture, much more bio-
chemical investigation is needed, to clarify the relations between cell components,
the biochemical capability spectrum of the cells and the changes in the biochemical
metabolism inducing ripening and causing flavour formation.

Even less do we know the principles of thermal formation of flavours (Fig. 8),
although these likewise are important in our diet. Many flavour components of
chipped fried potatoes, meat and other heated foods are known and some pre-
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Temperature: 1000C over 2000C

cooking, baking, (deep fat) frying, roasting.

Reactions of food components: cell wall material, polysaccharides,

sugars, protelns, amino acids, fats, fatty acids,

lecithins, carotenoids, vitamins, catechins, flavonoids, etc.

0ther conditions: pH, cocatal ysts like haem, access of oxygen

Fig. 8. Scheme of thermal flavour formation

Table 5. Composition of raw white rice and pork
adipose tissue (%).

Rice Pork adipose tissue

Starch
Fat
Protein
Water
Ash

80
0.3 - 0.5
s-10
t2
0.4

0
90-9s
0.5-2
3-7
0.2

cursors have been identified, but a general picture of flavour generation from raw
food components at different temperatures and under different conditions is far
from clear.

As illustration I would mention some results on the formation of two flavours
we obtained in close co-operation with the late Dr weurman and Drs Schaefer of
the Central Institute for Nutrition and Food Research TNo. This work deals with
the flavours of cooked white rice and fried pork adipose tissue. The general compo-
sition of both raw foods is given in Table 5.

In the headspace of cooked rice, we found acetaldehyde, isobutanal and iso-
pentanal and homologous series of the saturated aldehydes from pentanal up to
undecanal and of the o,p-unsaturated aldehydes from 2-hexenal up to 2-decenal.
we also detected hydrogen sulphide and ammonia and a trace of dimethyl sulphide.

To determine which are the precursors of the flavour volatiles, the fat fraction
(0.3-0.5%) was isolated from uncooked rice by ether extraction. Of the fat fraction,
90% by mass consists of palmitic acid, oleic acid and linoleic acid, occurring for
abotrt 5o7o as the triglycerides. upon boiling the fat fraction for 20 min with water,
a headspace was formed containing the same spectrum of aldehydes as the head-
space of cooked rice. The odour of the headspace was unspecific fatty and flourlike
and was far from a good rice flavour.
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Addition of appropriate amounts of hydrogen sulphide and ammonia to this
headspace, however, yielded an almost complete rice flavour (Table 6).

These experiments show that the flavour of cooked white rice is mainly derived
from the fat and the protein fractions. The essential part of the contribution of the
protein fraction is the formation of hydrogen sulphide and ammonia.

In a similar investigation on lard flavour, the headspace of pork fat tissue heated
at 170 "9, proved to contain the series of the saturated aldehydes from acetalde-
hyde up to and including nonanal, the a,p-unsaturated aldehydes acrolein up to
and including 2-nonenal and hydrogen sulphide and methyl mercaptan. In further
work designed to evaluate the role of different fractions obtained from adipose tis
sue, we found that homogenated tissue, after extraction with water, upon heating
yielded the same spectrum of aldehydes, but yielded no sulphur compounds. It
developed an unspecific bland fatty odour. Furthermore, the low-molecular, water
soluble fraction to our surprise proved to generate a definitely lardlike flavour upon
heating at 170 oC in hardened coconut fat. Since this fat in itself is practically inert,
we concluded that the specific part of lard flavour originatos from some of the
water soluble components of adipose tissue: sugars, amino acids or oligopeptides
(Table 7).

Future aroma reseruch should rather emphasize the deeper study of facts like
those just mentioned and the relative sensory importance of the flavour com-
ponents formed. Such work will be fruitful, because it will provide an intelligent
route to develop applications and will eventually lead to a thorough understanding
of thermal flavour formation.

As a final remark about thermal flavour formation, we know little about flavour
formation when water boils. This is particularly remarkable since we eat many
cooked foods (potato, vegetables, rice, meat) and also since the flavour of many
raw foods changes dramatically upon cooking, for instance in potatoes, asparagus,

mushrooms, onions, or meat. This neglected field should get more attention.

Table 6. Cooked white rice flavour.

Main precursors

Oleic acid (glyceride)
Linoleic acid (glyceride)
Amino acids (proteins)

Main flavour contribution

saturated aldehydes (C, I C6 -C, )
a,p-unsaturated aldehydes (C. -C. )
H, S, (CH3)' S' NH3

l

Table 7. Lard flavour

Main precursors

Oleic acid (glyceride)
Linoleic acid (glyceride)
Amino acids
Sugars
Other water soluble
compounds

I saturated aldehydes (C, -Ce)
I o,p-unsaturated aldehydes (C, -C, )

Main flavour contribution

H, S, CH3 SH
and carbonyl compounds
specific aspects

I

I
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Another important area for fundamental flavour research is the investigation of
physico-chemical intgractions between volatile flavour components and non-volatile
food constituents. The practical signilicance of such interactions is clearly evident
from the problems of flavouring soya protein. work of Gremli (1974), solms
(1974) and others has shown that soya protein can firmly bind considerable
amounts of certain flavour components, whereas it absorbs much less, or nothing at
all, of others. As a result, many flavours change considerably or even disappear when
brought into contact with soya protein.

other food components like polysaccharides, starch for example, exhibit similar
properties. Certainly connected with these phenomena are the spatial structures of
proteins and polysaccharides. Therefore changes in their spatial structure may
change the absorption of flavour components and thereby influence the perception
of the flavour. I wonder whether changes may occur in the mouth during the
chewing of food through salivary action, so influencing flavour perception. we
know that saliva is capable of splitting glucosidic linkages of amylose thereby
causing some sweetness, but as far as I know nobody has raised the question to
what extent enzymic reactions during chewing are related to flavour perception.

Role of sensory research

I have touched several times upon sensory research. of course its principal aim,
the elucidation of the mechanism of olfaction and taste, is of outstanding scientific
importance. It is difficult, however, to estimate the practical significance of our
future understanding of these mechanisms. I am inclined to believe that for other
fields of aroma research and application the most important aspect will perhaps be
the understanding of interactions, i.e. the non-additive p"r""ption of flavour com-
ponents. Before this goal is reached, however, aroma research can benefit from
sensory research more than as yet. Aroma scientists should make more use of
improved sensory evaluation methods, perhaps we can use also results in some
specific areas like flavour enhancers and miracle fruit.

we want to emphasize a few aspects of sensory evaluation that in our opinion are
of importance. until recently, the purpose of using panels mostly has been
- investigation of differences between people in perception of odour and taste
- investigation of consumer acceptance of complete flavours
- assessment and the quality control of the aroma of foods, flavours or flavour
fractions.

Recently studies have been published that try to establish interrelationships
between the chemical composition of a flavour and its sensory evaluation by a test
panel meant to represent consumers. Suffice it to name a few workers only: von
sydow (1974), Bednarczyk & Kramer (r97r), Moskowitz (1974), powers & euin-
lan ( 1 9 7 4), Y t ataz et aL. ( I 9 7 4), Goste cnik & Zlatkis ( I 9 ? 5 ).It has become clear that evaluation of individual components or fractions as
such can often be misleading because of non-additive effects. The combination of a
few components can certainly evoke flavour characteristics not found in the sepa-
rate components. we are convinced, also from sensory work on fragrances, that this
principle should be formulated even more broadly, as follows. rhe effect of a single
flavour component in a flavour is often closely determined by environmental con-
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ditions. In other words, the olfactive contribution of the same single component

may vary from flavour to flavour. Therefore, we agrce with the opinion that a

reULUte judgment of the relative importance of the individual contributions of

single components or of fractions can best be obtained by comparing the complete

flavour fortified with different amounts of the component to be evaluated with the

flavour as such.
A useful tool in the analysis of the results of sensory evaluation by test panels is

multiple regression analysis as a statistical method that correlates panel results with

concentrations or peak areas in the gas chromatograms of the evaluated mixtures'

The application of the evaluation methods discussed does not require the partici-

pation oi fluno111 chemists. Excellent results can be obtained with panels consisting
-of 

non-experts trained in the observation of flavours and flavour aspects and able to

express their impressions adequately. The extended us€ and further refinement of
*.tt od, for what has been called 'subjective-objective flavour evaluation' will be of
great value for sensory research and will stimulate aroma research as well.

Conclusion

In this papor, we have listed oul knowledge and we have outlined some aleas of

aroma research where much interesting and useful work can be done, Briefly:

150 common aroma types, 50 investigated in detail

- aroma types contain 30(}'800 components

- 2600 different components known, 5000-10 000 existilg

- food production further disconnected from natural environment

- single-cell protein within l0 years

- industrial plant tissue cultures in next decades

- processed foods will grow further

- leneral concepts about biochemical and thermal flavour formation needed

- importance of flavour/substrate interactions

- better sensory evaluation required for faster progress'

lVe have discussed long-term prospects about our food production' For these,

biochemical knowledge of flavour formation will be of increasing importance' The

food industry will continue to provide new products like present'day convenience

foods and will continue to use new food ingredients ]jke soya protein, single-cell

protein and other products of the search for new and improved food resources' In

ihe processing of these to palatable food for the growing world population, flavour

research will be an essential element. Certainly a large and worthwhile task'
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Heterocyclics in flavour chemistry

Five and six-membered rings containing oxygen, nitrogen and sulphur atoms; mono-
ryclic and condensed bicyclic components

L Flament

Firmenich SA, Research Division, P.O. Box 239, CH-l2l I Geneva 8, Switzerland

Abstract

Heterocyclics of food aromas are classified according to the dimension of the ring and the
number of heteroatoms. Each skeleton is illustrated by the most characteristic coumpounds,
either with the basic structure or with typical organoleptic properties. The number in certain
classes (such as furans) has necessitated subdivision into further classes, thereby allowing the
variety of functional groups encountered in natural compounds to be demonstrated. In addi-
tion, some artificial heterocyclic structures are given. They are divided into deduced and related
structures in decreasing order of likelihood of occurence in a natural flavour.

Among the known volatile components of food flavours, heterocycles are im-
portant. They are numerous, frequently abundant and present a high variety of
interesting organoleptic properties. Our intention is to classify these chemicals ac-
cording to the dimension of the ring and the number of heteroatoms, disregarding
the substituents and the degree of oxidation of the ring itself. We intentionally left
aside bridged and spiran structures, and non-volatiles (flavour potentiators) al-
though important in flavour properties of certain foods.

Natural and artificial heterocyclics

Systematic exploitation of analytical results started 20 years ago with the
advent of modern instruments or processing equipment. Since then, thousands of
volatiles have been identified in a few hundred natural products. But even in the
nineteenth century, pioneers painstakingly isolated and identified components
whose organoleptic interest was immediately recognized. For example, Ciamician &
Silber isolated the phthalides from celery oil, and elucidated their structure in
1897. other heterocyclics had a much slower start: Schrdtter (1879) isolated some
alkylpyrazines from a fusel oil, and Reichstein & Staudinger (1926) found them in
various alcoholic beverages and even in coffee aroma, without recognizing their
interest. Only during the last ten years have their wide distribution and importance
in roasted flavours been realized.

Since the 1960s, much analytical and synthetic work on flavour chemistry has
been published. The low detection limits of modern chromatographic techniques
have allowed the discovery of numerous components present only in traces.
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But chemists had wider ambitions than mere analysis: they have used their
reasoning powers and have synthesized products that'should be present'in nature.
The first method of reasoning is to classify compounds with a flavour to make a

comprehensive survey. By analogy, one can then deduce analogous structures and

synthesize compounds to fill gaps in the systematic classification. These 'deduced
structures' may be present in natural flavours. Their identification is then only a

question of time. An example will be detailed later.
A second method of anticipating structures of unidentified compounds is based
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on model reactions. A good example is the study of meat flavour with roasting.
Amino acids present in water-soluble precursors can be pyrolysed with or without a
reducing sugar and the products can be examined. Although they cannot be con-
sidered as natural compounds, they might some day be identified in a flavour whose
complexity defeats analysis.

A more sophisticated approach, aiming to prepare compounds with interesting
organoleptic properties, is to modify the structure of natural products either by
extending the length of a chain, or the position of a substituent, or by altering the

O
-S^4t

ec\,t
a) n = COH(CHI)Z

b) tt = C(CHr)=CH,

c) It = CH(CHr),

a) ltl=u
t) ttl = cH,
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Fig. 2. Monocyclic compounds with mono-oxygenated five-membered rings.
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oxidation of the ring itself. Related structures are thus produced, to be found
mainly in the patent literature. This procedure can be carried to a more advanced
degree, for instance by permutation or modification of skeleton atoms. Discovery
of such substances in a natural flavour is most unlikely.

Classification of heterocyclic structures

Fig. I shows the present state of our knowledge and within certain limits the
diversity of five and six-membered heterocyclics. It includes l6 monocyclic struc-
tures falling into 8 five-membered rings symborized, by (5/X, where X is o, S or N,
up to 3heteroatoms) and 8 six-membered rings (6/X). It also includes 15 con-
densed bicyclic structures falling into two 5 * 5 ring systems (55/X), nine 5 * 6
ring structures (65/x) and four 6 * 6 ring systems (661x). The maximum of hetero-
atoms per skeleton is 3 and that only for compounds containing sulphur. only in a
zulphur-containing skeleton, a trithiolane, does one observe two vicinal hetero-
atoms, because sulphur has a great tendency to form disulphide or polysulphide
bonds (as observed also in aliphatic sulphur compounds).

The limits of Fig. I are clearly arbitrary since other heterocyclic rings and sys
tems exist in natural products but they are non-volatile, or of no organoleptic
interest or occur only in essential oils rarely used in flavouring. so it would not be
very useful to analyse these various structures in detail. Instead we illustrate the
heterocyclic skeletons listed with some selected examples. Some classes contain
only one known component but others include several dozen products, each with
its own organoleptic properties. choice inevitably involves some omissions.

Selection of some characteristic heterocyclic compounds

Monocyclic structures

5/o Since this class clearly contains the most compounds, it is useful to divide it
into subclasses (Fig. 2): the first type includes furans as well as their dihydro and
tetrahydro derivatives (Structure 32); the second includes products with one car_
bonyl group as part of the skeleton: lactones (Structure 33) and 3-furanones
(Structure 34). ttre third includes diketofurans such as 3,4-furandiones (Structure
35) and anhydrides (Structure 36).

Furans are so common in flavours that it would be tedious to mention them all.
They are formed by degradation of carbohydrates and are therefore present in
nearly all foods. For instance, furans in coffee aroma have been reviewed by Fla-
ment et al. (1967). Table I illustrates the variety of chemical functions of some
furan compounds and indicates their natural occurrence and organoleptic proper-
ties.

Fig. 3 illustrates the procedure for filling gaps in a systematic classification for
natural aldehydic and ketonic furans. The three missing substances are Structure 37
(Fig. 3: n = 0, R= CHg, R'= CaHz),.Structure 3g (;= 0, R= CHr, Rr:;a;H;)
and Structure39 (n=2, R=cH3, R'=H). They should be identiiied soon in a
natural flavour. Analogous examples of this argument are given by Gautschi et al.(1967) and Gianturco (1967).
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In the rare dihydrofurans identified in natural products, the intracyclic double

bond is stabilized by conjugation with an exocyclic double bond or by a gem-disub-

stitution. A rare exampte tian odorant with such a structure is davana ether (Struc-

ture41, Fie.2) isolated ftom Artemisia pallens Wall by Thomas & Pitton (197 l)
and Thomas & Dubini (1g74).This sesquiterpenoid also contains a tetrahydrofuran

ring. This saturated ring appears in other terpenoid furans such as linalool oxide

iitl*"tor. 4Za) identifiid in tea, coffee, cocoa, fomato, hop oil, grape, citrus fruits,

apricot and passion fruit. other related structures have been isolated from coffee

(3tructure 42b), passion fruit (Structure 42c) and citrus fruits (Structure 43). Tetra-

hydrofuran itself (Structure 44a) and its 2-methyl (Structure 44b) and 2-acetyl (Struc-

ture 44c) derivatives, which are more likely formed by pyrolysis' were identified by

Stoffelsma et al. (1968) and Friedel et al. (1971) in coffee aloma. 2-Acetonvl-3-
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isopropyltetrahydrofuran (Structure 44d) is an unusual component of Burley to_
bacco flavour (Demole &Berthet, 1972).

The 7-lactones (Structure 33, Fig. 2) are common components of natural fla_
vours. Butanolides commonly have an alkyl group on position 5 (Structure 45a) but
some rings are polysubstituted or possess a functional group (Structure 45b). These
7-lactones are generally identified in fat-containing foods, such as dairy products
and meat, and in numerous fruits for whose aroma they are largely responsibre. Aninteresting lactone is solerone (structure 45c) isolated from wiie-aroma. It has an"odour typically wine-like, similar to the odour of the cork from a botfle of oldpremium quality Pinot noir, or as resembling the odour that lingers in a wine glass
several hours after an aged wine has been drunk from the g1ass,,-(Augustijn ef a1.,
t97 t).

Butenolides are known with or without a conjugated double bond, but arways
contain an alkyl or alkylidene chain. Among them, bovolide (structure 46), identi-fied in butter (Lardelli et al., 1966) and nuitey tobacco (Demole & Berthet, 1972)
has a gelery note explicable by a structurc like phthalides identified by ciamician &
Silber (1897) in celery oil.

, The 3-furanone ring (Structure 34) exists in food aromas without or with double
bond. 2-Methyltetrahydrofuran-3-one (structure 47) is widely distributed in roast-ed and manufactured products such as bread, meat, coffee, roasted filberts and
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peanuts, potato chips and rum; it has also been identified in tomato (Buttery et al.,

iSZf ). 3ome alkyl derivatives of.24-fvan-3-one were isolated from coffee (Struc-

ture 48a) by Friedel et al. (1971) and (Structure 49b) by Bondarovich et aL. (1967),

from white bread (Structure 48a) by Mulders et al' (1972) and from onion flavour

(Structure 48c) by Boelens et a]. (1971).

The 3,4-furanedione ring (Structure 35) exists essentially in the enolone tauto-

meric form. Monomethyl (structure 49a) and dimethyl (structure 49b) derivatives

have a particularly powerful and characteristic note: they were identified in beef

broth by Tonsbeek et al. (1968). 2,5-Dimethyl-4-hydroxy-3(2.flfuranone (Struc'

ture 49b) was also isolated from popcorn, roasted filberts, strawberry and pine-

apple. Silverstein (1967) characterized its odour as burnt pineapple. Dimethyl-

*"t"i" (St*cture 50a) and methyl ethylmaleic (Structure 50b) anhydrides have

been identified in coffee aroma by Stoll et al. (1967)'

5/S Thiophene derivatives are not so frequent in flavours as their furan analogs'

Aromatic thiophenes are relatively well known as aroma components but only three

thiophenones have been identified: thiobutyrolactone (Fig.4, Structure 5l) in cof-

tee ty Stoffelsma et al. (1968), a dimethylthiobutenolide (Structure 52) in onion

Uv Stetens et al. (197i) and-4,5-dihydro-3(2H)thiophenone (Structure 53) in

roasted products like peanuts, meat and coffee'

z,s-oimettryt-4-hydroxy-3i?g)-tniopnenone(Structure54)isanexampleofan
artificial product with related strucfitte' similar to the interesting furanone (Struc-

ture 48bi previously mentioned. Compounds of this type were prepared by van den

Ouweland and Peer (1970) and by King et al' (1973)'

5/N Pyrroles are common in coffee, tea and mushroom, and give these products a

burnt and earthy characteristic note. l-Ethyl-2-formylpyrrole (Structure 55) is a

typical component of coffee (Sto[ et a7.,1967),having a burnt roasted flavour'

Typical of saturated rings is l-methyl-2-acetyl-pyrrolidine (structure 56) identi-

fied in bread by Hunter et al. ( 1969).
pyrrolidinones were isolated from roasted filberts (Structure 57a) (Kinlin et al.,

lg1i), soya bean (Structure 57b) (Manley & Fagerson, lg70) and tomato (struc-

ture 57c) (BradleY, 1960).
Methylethylmaleinimide (structure 58) was identified in Burley tobacco flavour

by Demole & Berthet (1912).

5/OO 1,3-Dioxolanes are not very frequent in food flavours. They are found prin-

"ipatty 
in fruits and wines: 2,4,5-trimethyl-1,3-dioxolane (Structure 59a) in wine,

.lr".ry, grape, cranberry ana apple; 2,4-dimethyl-5-ethyl-l'3-dioxolane (Struc-

ture 59b) in wine ald 2,2,4.timethyl.l,3.dioxolane (Structure 59c) in tomato.

These dioxolanes nre ketals resulting from condensation of acetaldehyde and ace-

tone with glycols and have an ageeable fruity note'

s/ON This class contains principally oxazoles. until recently, only one member of

this class' 5-acetyl-2.methyloxazole (Structure 60), had been identified in coffee

aroma (Stoll et al., lg6Tlbut recent work by vitzthum and lverkhoff (1974 a,b)

identified 20 further alkyloxazoles. Possible pathways for the formation of alkyl
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and acyl oxazoles are discussed by these authors.
An original and interesting dihydro derivative of this skeleton is 2,4,5-trimethyl-

3-oxazoline (Structure6l) identified by Chang et al. (196g) in boiled beef. A
patent (Pfizer, 1970) described the synthesis of higher homologues with cocoa,
banana, mint, rum and carrot flavours.

5/&1/ vitzthum & werkhott (1974 a,b) have identified 24thiazoles in coffee
aroma. In general, these alkylthiazoles have green, nutty, roasted and meaty notes.
4-Methyl-5-vinylthiazole identified in cocoa, roasted filberts and passion fruit (Win-
ter & Kltiti, 1972)has a fine nutty flavour. 2-Isobutylthiazole (stiucture 62) identi_
fied in tomato by viani et al. (1969) has a powerful odour of tomato leaves and
various 2-acylthiazoles identified by stoll et at. (1967) in coffee have a nutty and
popcorn flavour.

Tonsbeek et al. (1971) identified an original and interesting dihydro derivative,
2-acetyl'2-thiazoline (Structure 63), in beef broth. It had an intense odour of freshly
baked bread crust. Pittet & Hruza (1974) have compared the flavours of thiazole
derivatives.
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5lNN lmidazoles are not frequent in volatile food flavours; only l-acetylimidazole

(Structure 64) has been identified in a Burley tobacco flavour (Demole & Berthet,

1972).

5/SSS 2,S.Dimethyl-1,3,4-trithiacyclopentane (trithiolane) (Structure 65) has among

others been identified in beef flavour by Chang et al. (1968) and in the mushroom

Boletus edulis by Thomas (1973). The 2,S-diphenyltrithiolane has recently been

identified in guinea-hen weed (Petiveria alliacea) by Adesogan (19'74)-

610T:necompoundsofthisclass(Fig.5)closelyresemblecorrespondings.mem-
bered rings (Structure l, Fig. l). Terpenoid structures, such as that of the pyran form

of tinatoot oxide (Structuie 66) are frequent. The majority of substances in this

class are 6-lactones like Structure 6i ftom beef fats identified by Watanabe&Sato

(1968),R=Horalkyl,andStructure68isolatedfromtobaccoflavour(Demole&
nertlrei, 1972'), or aromatic products such as 6-pentyl-a-pyrone (Structure 69) ise'

lated by Sevenants & Jennings (1971) from a peach aroma' The most typical

.o*po""a ir maltol (Structure i0), a trace end-ptoduct of non€nzymic browning of

Mailiard type studied by Hodge (1967\, who described it as having a fragrant

caramel-like aroma, like the burnt sugar of confectionery. Its taste in dilute solu-

tions gives bumt and fruitY notes'

6/5 Mason et al. (1967) have identified some thiacyclohexanes (Structure 7l) in
roasted Peanuts.

6/NPyridinesandalkylpyridinesarewidelydistributed,mainlyinfermentedand
roasted products (Goldman et al., 1967). In coffee, they are mainly formed by heat

degradatlon of trigonelline (Viani & Horman, 1974). L typical compoundr2-ace-

tyliyridine (Structure 72),1.as been identified in roasted filberts and peanuts, po-

tatt'chips, tea and tobacco. One of the most interesting products with this skeleton

is Z-acetyi-1,4,5,6-tetrahydropyridine (Structure 73), which has a typical bread

aroma (Hunter et al., 1969; Biichi & Wuest, 1971)'

6loo Moshonas & shaw (19?2) identified 1,4-dioxane (structure 12) in lemon.

6/SN Cycloalliin (3-methyl-l,4thiazane-5-carboxylic acid s-oxide) (Structure 74)

is " .y.ti" sulphoxide amino acid isolated by virtanen & Matikkala (1959) from

orrio.* (Allium cepa). A'review about it was priblished by Carson (1967)'

6/NN Only recently have the classic alkylpyrazines attracted interest' A recent

review by trlaga a Sizer (1973) describes the occurrence in foods and the flavour of

these sulstances, which occur principally in heat-treated products: coffee, cocoa,

meat, roasted barley, peanuts, ptt"ttt, filberts, popcom' rye crispbread and soya

products. Alkyl pyrazines contiibute directly to the roasted or cooked flavour of

ioods: 3-ethyl-2,5-dimethylpyrazine (Structure 75) is one of the most important

components in baked poi"io aroma (Pareles & Chang, 1974)' Pynzines arise by

.ornpl"* interactions bitween c-amino acids and carbohydrates or small oxycarbon

fragirents derived from them (Rizzi, lg?2). Numerous patents have been devoted

230



to food or tobacco flavouring with alkyl pyrazines. A patent describes the synthesis
of the 65 substitution structures of the cycle by alkyl goups containing a maxi_
mum of 5 carbon atoms (Flament, 1973).

For 5 years, interest in pyrazines has increased with the almost simultaneous
identification of substituted methoxypyrazines in bell peppers (Buttery et al.,
1969) and in peas (Murray et al., 1970). 2-Isobutyl-3--"ttor,ypy."zine (struc-
ture 76) has also been isolated from galbanum oil (Bramweltet at., i9a9; Burrell et
a1., 1970). The organoleptic properties of these powerful heterocyclics had been
recognized a few years before their identification in a natural flavour (Firmenich &
Co., 1965).

Acetylpyrazine (Structure 77) a',d its homologues were identified in popcorn
and roasted peanut (watradt et al., l97l). parliment & Epstein (1973) stuaiea tne
organoleptic properties of pyrazines.

6/s.ls Minor et al. (196s) and wilson et al. (1973) reported the presence of
s-trithiane (Structure 78a) in chicken flavour, that of trithioacetone (7gb) in meat.
These products rezult from the reaction of formaldehyde and acetone with H2 S
produced during heating (Wasserman, 1972).

6/s^9ff Brinkman et al. (1972) identified thialdine (structure 79) in beef flavour.It is formed by reaction of acetardehyde with H2 S and NH3 formed by thermar
degradation of animo acids. It has a burnt, fatty and meaty not-e.

Bicycltc structures

5-i/os rhe sole product of this class is kahweofuran (2-methyl-3-oxa-g-thiabi-
rvcto[r.3.0[1,4-octadiene) (Structure 80, Fig. 6), identified in cofibe by stoll et al.(1967). The, pure substance has a sharp sulphurous odour but traces have a pleasant
roasted and smoky note. proof of the structure and synthesis have been described
by Btichi et al. (1971).

55lSS As for kahweofuran, stoll et al. (1g67) first isolated thieno [3,2_D]thio_phene (Structure 81) from coffee. Mulders (1g73) isolated it after a moaet reaction
between ribose and a cysteine-cystine mixture.

65/o Bicout et al. (1967) first identified, 2,2,6-timethyl-7-oxabicycro[4.:.0.]
non-9-en-8-one, (trivial name dihydroactinidiolide) (Structure g2), ard oxidationproduct of p-ionone, in black tea and later in cranberries, currants, to-atoes, crisp-
bread, tobacco and passion fruit. The corresponding 4-ketoderivative has also been
identified in tobacco (Demole & Berthet, l9i2).

65/0 AlWl and alkylidenephthalides and their dihydro and tetrahydro derivatives
are typical components of celery. 3-Butylphthalide (structure g3)'and 3-n-butyli-
denephthatide (Ligusticum lactone) (structure g4) were, ro, irrri"rr.i-identified incelery and lovage, respectively. For a more detailed bibriography, ,". a. g. Johnson
et al. ( 197 I ) and Ohloff ( 1969).
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65lS stoll et al. (1967) identified benzo[b]thiophene (structure 85) in coffee and

Shipton et al. (1969) identified it in peas'

65/N various indoles have been identified in food. The most powerful flavouring

wiitr tliS skeleton is skatole (Structure 86), whiah has been isolated from fish, tea,

trassi (shrimp paste), meat and dry milk.

65lN Demole & Demole (1975) isolated from Burley tobacco a terpenoid alkaloid

with this unusual skeleton ( Structure 87), 3,6,6'trimethyl- 5,6-d thy dro'1 H'2-pyin-

din-7-one.

65lOO The simplest compound in this class is safrole (l-allyl-3,4-methylenedioxy-

b"rrrer") (Structure 88) identified in cinnamon, cocoa, mace, pepper' nutmeg and

aniseed, Related compounds, principally from spices, have methoxy groups on Posi-

tion 5 (myristicin), 2,5 (apiole) or 2,3 (dillapiole). This skeleton is also present in
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piperin, the typical constituent of black pepper (Piper nigrum), isolated and identi-
fied by Ladenburg in 1894.

65lON Vitzthum & Werkhoff (1974a,b) identified 2-methylbenzoxazole (Struc-
ture 89) and 2,5-dimethylbenzoxazole in coffee flavour.

65lsN Benzothiazole (structure 90) is a well known constituent of coffee, tobac-
co, butter, cocoa, cranberries, potatoes, roasted peanuts and dried milk.

65lNN 6,7-Dihydro-5r1-cyclopenta[D]pyrazine (Structure 9l) and some of its
alkyl derivatives are mentioned for the first time in a patent application (polak's
Frutal works and Douwe Egberts, 1968). These compounds, which had previously
been confused with isomeric alkenylpyrazines, have planty, phenolic, chocolate and
peanuts notes. They have been identified in roasted peanuts (B. R. Johnson et al.,
l97l), green tea (Yamanishi et al., 1973), roasted almonds (Takei et al., 1974) and
roasted sesame seed (Manley et al., 1974).

6,7-Dihydro-5I1-2-methylcyclopenta[d]pyrimidine (structure 92), an artificial
substance with a roasted nut and popcom flavour (Katz et at., lg72) is a distantly
related structure in which the position of the heteroatoms has been changed.

6610 Orre of the most recently identified products of this class is edulan (Struc-
ture 93), isolated by Murray et al. (1972) from the juice of the purple passion fruit
(Passiflora edalr Sims). Both stereoisomers of the substance are present in the fruit.
They are described as having a'rose-like'aroma. whitfield et al. (1973) elucidated
the structure and Adams et al. (1974) synthesized it. Demole & Berthet (1972)
identified some compounds with the edulan skeleton in tobacco flavour. This class
includes coumarin (structure 94) and its derivatives which possess important physi-
ological properties. They were identified in cocoa, green tea, whisky, raspberry,
cassia and various citrus fruits (Kefford & Chandler, 1970).

66l/ Quinoline and its 2-methyl and 6-methyl derivatives are components of whis-
ky and fusel oils. 4-Methylquinoline (lepidine) (Structure 95) has been identified in
Burley tobacco (Demole &Berthet, 1972).

66lN 1,3,6,6-Tetramethyl-5,6,7,8-tetrahydroisoquinoline-8-one (Structure 96) is a
recently identified component of tobacco (Demole & Demole, 1975).

66lNN Quinoxaline and its S-methyl derivative are interesting components of
roasted foods like coffee (Stoll et a1., 1967),roasted peanuts (walradt et al., l97l)
and roasted filberts (Kinlin et al., 1972). Thomas (1923) identified 2-methyl-
quinoxaline in the mushroom Boletus edulis and winter & Kl6ti (1972) in passion
fruit Pa sstfl ora e dulis. 5,6,7,8-T etrahydroquinoxaline and its 2-methyl derivatives
(Structure 97) have been identified in roasted filberts (Kinlin et al., l97z) and in
beef flavour (Mussinan et al., 1973).
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General considerations

What lesson can be drawn from this review of heterocyclic flavour compounds?

l. With such variety of structures and uneven distribution of numbers in each

class, statistical interpretation is difficult. New structures will certainly be discov-

ered, but their number will inevitably diminish when common flavours have been

studied and the principal compounds identified. But modern analytical methods

will progressively allow the detection of components in amounts even below the

sensory threshold, even taking account of synergism. For certain complex aromas'

such as coffee, it will be possible to discover new trace components for many years

if the analyst has sufficient starting material. Is it still reasonable to investigate

these traces of natural products, even when they no longer contribute to organolep-

tic characteristics? A certain numbef of such 'ultimate' compounds will probably

appear in the analytical literature in the coming years'

2. Model reactions will certainly be more and mole used because the products of
those reactions may eventua[y be identified in natural products. Biogenetic iules

are applicable only to 'fresh' flavours. Therefore one should examine thoroughly
non-enzymic browning reactions, because the majority of foods are consumed after
thermal treatment.
3. The distribution of known flavourings over different classes of heterocyclics is
meaningless. Research groups often concentrate efforts only on one fraction of the
flavour (for instance basic compounds) or on one group of substances. Their results

can suddenly augment the number of compounds in a class.

4. Great prudence must be employed when stating organoleptic properties of fla-

vourings. Impurities in a substance synthesized or isolated from the nattral mix-
ture can considerably alter the sensory evaluation. It frequently happens that 'sa-

voury' substances of classical or patent literature prove tasteless and odourless after
careful purification.

The chemistry of heterocyclic aroma substances is undergoing fruitful develop
ment and will continue to provide many rewarding discoveries.
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Aromatization and international legislation I

Short communication

H. van den Dool

lntemational Flavors & Fragrances (Europe), Liebergerweg 72-gg,Hrlversum, the
Netherlands

It is to be regretted very much that the paper on .International legislative con-
trol of flavouring substances in food'has not become available for study before the
symposium. It is even more regrettable that the author, who has been announced as
belonging to the united Kingdom's Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, is
not present here for discussion. It would have been interesting to have heard from
him whether his paper represents his personal opinion or whether it reflects the
British official point of view. This is of interest because the paper presents a
somewhat biased view on the regulations for flavourings since if discusses only a
positive permitted list system and completely neglects the existence of other sys
tems, such as the 'mixed' system in use in Spain, the German Federal Republic,
Italy and in the near future also in the Netherlands and in Finland.

Types of regulation

There is no doubt that everywhere the protection of public health and of certain
consumer's interests is the principle goal of the food law. In the application of the
general provisions of such a law, one can distinguish between vertical regulations for
commodities such as bread, soft drinks and milk, and horizontal regulations for
food additives such as colouring materials, preserving agents and emulsifying agents.
The questions arising are:
a. which system will be chosen for legislative control of food additivesb whether flavouring agents can be dealt with in the same way as other classes of
food additives.

To start with the latter question, it is clear that flavouring agents differ from
tlese other classes for the following reasons, which are partialyliscussed also in Dr
Coomes'paper.
1. Most foods already contain flavouring substances, whether these are already
present in the food's raw state or whether they develop during the preparation of
the food. To food flavours proper, one must add the flavouringrgents intentionally
used for improvement of the palatability of the food and by ttrls wav in many cases
improving the physiological efficiency.

1. Reaction to the paper of Dr Coomes, 2g May, 197 5.
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2. Contrary to otlrer classes of food additives the number of flavouring com-

pounds is already enornous and increasing daily by detection of new food flavour-

ing compounds proper.
3. The use level of each flavouring compound in the finished food is mostly very

low.
4. Contrary to most other food additives such as preservatives and emulsifying

agents, the consumer becomes easily aware of added flavourings in the foods of-

fered for consumption.
This distinct position of the flavouring compounds ought to be reflected in a

different legislative treatment. Every other class of food additives, such as antioxi-

dants, colouring agents, preservatives and emulsifying agents due to the low number

used in food technology and their almost all being practically not food-identical

may be regulated by positive lists. For flavouring additives for the reasons stated,

another system has to be chosen, such as the mixed system, in which some flavour-

ing agents are on a positive list, others on a negative list.

hiority in toxicological research

Independent of the system to be used the only criterion to be applied in asses-

sing the admissibility of a flavouring agent clearly is its degree of toxicity under the

.orditiont of use. However, to assess this toxicity for the many thousands of
flavouring compounds would place an enornous burden on the toxicological inves

tigation capacity available. Expansionof thiscapacityisnotjustifiedbythegain,if
my, h protection of public health. To make the most economic use of the capacity

"r"it"Uti, 
priorities have to be established. A non-priority criterion is found in the

human experience (mostly indicated by long history of use) with a food. Foods

consumed already over a long period of time without noticeable adverse effects will
have a very low probability of being possibly toxic. The same holds, of course, for
the flavouring components of these foods at the normal level of use. At the same

time tfie important number of these 'nature-identicals'(food-identicals would have

been more appropriate) present at low levels means tfiat their metabolism in the

human body is spread over different pathways instead of overloading perhaps a

single one.
What has been said here is one of the principal reasons that in the mixed system

naturals and nature-identicals are not listed. It is however obvious that in food

compounds may occur which at some concentration may be noxious. Examples are

safrole, thujone, benzpyrene, etc. These compounds are listed, together with limits

for their use, on negative or restrictive lists. It may be worthwile to note that the

classification in naturals, nature-identicals and artificials has been accepted by the

Codex Alimentarius Committee on Food Additives also.

This brings up the category of artificial flavouring compounds, being those that

have not been identified so far in food. These compounds - about 200 to 300 are

in use today - are readily defined, also for purity. Many of these lack the long

history of use, at least in comparison to the flavouriags in naturals' Obviously they

should have priority in toxicological investigation.
It seems useful to point out that the term 'artificiaf is used here ia the restricted

sense of 'not behg identified in food'. The word 'synthetic' comprises as well
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artificials as 'nature-identicals'. Confusion should be avoided by proper use of these
terms. In the mixed system the artificials, together with limits for use, figure on a
positive list.

Abuse of the lists of the Council of Europe's Subcommittee

Before discussing a second point of great importance with regard to the choice
of legislative system. I should like to point to a common fallacy about the council
of Europe's study. 'fhis study is not meant to be a model for a legislation with
permitted lists as suggested also in the paper of Dr coomes. It is merely an exercise
in toxicology and can serve as a guidance in toxicological matters and should be
used as such only. Every other use amounts to abuse. To illustrate this it might be
pointed out that ethanol and D-glucose still figure on the Council of Europe's list of
'artificial' flavouring substances not fully evaluated. In the preambule of the list it is
stated: "Inclusion of a substance in this list means that it is not possible to recom-
mend its use in food on the basis of information presently available to the experts
of the Working Group."

Difficulties in quantitative analysis

The other point of principar interest is the old adagium that a law is only asgood as its enforcement is possible. As an analyticar chemist, ano l am sure many ofyou will have the same experience, I know how difficult it i, to isolate quantita_tively a flavouring from a food. A difficulty which readily is understandable if weremember yesterday's lectures on technical subjects. the flavouring-i*r.tra usuallywill consist of a mixture of naturals, e.g. essential oils, their fractions of vegetableextracts, with nature-identicals and possibry a few artificials.
Flavour formurae containing 50 or more ingredients are no exception and re-membering that some of the naturar ingredients may show in a ciromatogramhundreds of peaks it is easily understood ihat analytical check of such an isolatedflavouring is not an easy task, the more so as the rooo nuuo,r.irrg 

"L-po""o, 
properwill have to be included in the picture.

It is clear that under a positive-list system every peak will have to be identifiedproperly, for instance by gas chromatographic retention and by mass spectrum. In amixed system the analyst only has to look for those on the iestrictive list and for
artificials.

within a country the difficulty of analytical checking can be replaced by factory
inspection. However, imported foods should also be checked, otherwise there wilr
arise discrimination against national manufacturers.

Conclusion

From what has been said, it is obvious that for practical reasons the mixed
system is preferred. It protects adequately both tfie consumer and the bonafide
manufacturer.

The advantages of the positive, permitted list system as stated by Dr coomes
would result in the authorities assuming the responsibility for the safety-in-use of a
flavouring additive. There will be much doubt whether authorities are inclined to
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accept this legal responsibility. If they would so, this would be only on base of
expensive, in money, time and animals, toxicological investigations to be carried

out by the flavour manufacturer. With a view to the restricted toxicological capac-

ity available this would create problems. Moreover early publications would deprive

the flavour manufacturer from what he feels is his industrial property. The net
result of all this would be that practically an end would come to all kind of flavour
research. A result that would also have its impact on the consumer's way of life
and, to say the least, would make life very dull.

In the short time available for an intervention it was not possible to discuss

many points in greater detail. I hope I have been able to show you that legislation

in the flavour field has more aspects and possibilities than the one discussed in Dr
Coomes paper.
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Wide-bore glass capillary columns in gas chromatography of aroma
components

Short communtcation

H. T. Badings

Netherlands Institute for Dairy Research (NIzo), P. o. Box 20,Ede, the Nether-
lands

Capillary columns made of glass are preferable for gas chromatography of polar
or labile compounds, because they have a lower catalytic activity and adsorptivity.
wide-bore glass capillary columns have some advantages over the narrow-bore types
as they can easily be installed in gas-chromatographic instruments for packed col-
umns, without drastic modifications of the detector and injector. They allow also
analysis of larger samples, the collection of trace fractions and the sensory evalua-
tion of emerging peaks, simultaneously with chromatographic recording. For this
purpose, an all-glass splitter, glass-capillary collection traps and a device for direct
reinjection of fractions from these traps, were designed.

wide-bore glass capillary columns were prepared, coated with different polar or
apolar materials. They had to be properly etched, carbonized, deactivated, and
coated. We now use the prepared capillaries in routine aroma research and pollution
studies.
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