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ETDE’s History
Formed in 1987 as a multilateral energy research, 
technology and development (RTD) information 
exchange agreement, replacing numerous bilateral 
agreements. 

Initially, 11 founding member countries; currently, 16 
member countries plus “partners.”

A “cross-sectional” Implementing Agreement – holding 
benefit/relevance to all energy technology subtopics.



ETDE’s Mission and Vision

To provide governments, industry, and the research 
community in the member countries with access to the 
widest range of information on energy research, technology, 
and development (RTD) and to increase dissemination of 
this information to developing countries.

Vision:  “The first place the world thinks of when it needs 
key information to answer energy RTD questions.”



Current ETDE Member Countries

Brazil Canada Denmark Finland Germany

Korea, Rep. of The Netherlands NorwayMexico

Sweden United Kingdom United States

SpainPortugal

SwitzerlandSouth Africa*

*Awaiting Cabinet Approval



ETDE’s Product: 
ETDEWEB 

www.etde.org/etdeweb

4.03 million citations

210,000 have electronic full text available for direct 
downloading from ETDE site

756,000 have Digital Object Identifier (DOI) links to 
publishers where document can be viewed/purchased

Many hundreds of thousands more have hyperlinks to 
documents residing throughout the world



Input by Country/Source, 2003-2007 
Database entries received and disseminated 2003-2007

Brazil 13,825 Korea 17,413

Canada 19,170 Mexico 2,589

Denmark 2,182 Netherlands 101,195

Finland 2,425 Norway 2,896

France 25,196 Portugal (joined in 2005) 191

GCC Coverage * 955 Spain 2,886

Germany 72,328 Sweden 4,932

IEA CCC* 4,710 Switzerland 5,762

INIS* 172,853 United Kingdom 82,762

Italy (non-nuclear 
thru 2004) 911 United States 173,248

Japan (non-nuclear 
thru 2003) 5,393

*From Non-ETDE members



Subject Areas, 2003-2007 
Input by S ubject  S cope (713,822 records):   2003 -  2007

Phys ics
27 .8%

E ner gy Conser vat i on, 
St or age, &  U s e

3 .6%

E nergy Pol i cy &  
Pl anning/M isc

4 .3%
Foss i l  Fuel s

4 .4%
Pl asma Phys i cs  &  Fus i on

4 .5%

Chemist ry &  G eol ogy
6 .0%

M at er ia l s
11.7%

B iomedica l  Sc iences
11.4%

E nv i r onment al  Sci ences
3 .9%

Renew abl e E nergy
4 .2%

G eneral /Power  E ngineer ing
4 .1%

Fiss i on React or  &  I sot ope 
T echnol ogi es

7 .6%

Accel er at or s  &  
I nst rument at i on

6 .4%





Access to 

full-text



Example 2:  “electric cars”



Example of full text



Recent and Near-Term Enhancements
Access
• Domain recognition – allows access without password

• Google indexing of partial records – pulls web traffic to ETDE’s “door”

• Searched by WorldWideScience.org

Comprehensiveness
• Distributed searching of >150 million pages of R&D literature from other 

sources (e.g., CORDIS, Esp@cenet, Science.gov) 

• Partnerships:  INIS, Clean Coal Centre

• Elsevier Project

Speed
• New technical platform delivers search results in seconds.



What’s In It for the Russian Federation?
Nationwide access to world’s largest energy research, technology, 
and development information collection

Avoiding duplication of research effort and learning from expected and 
unexpected results.

Jump-starting research at a point further along than anticipated. 

Staying abreast of recent developments in various research areas
(including some basic sciences).

Identifying which countries and people are involved in particular 
research areas.

Understanding how countries deal with energy-related environmental 
and climate change issues.

Contracting party has right to determine ETDEWEB access within its 
national borders.



External Recognition of Value 
“What people say about us”

“ETDEWEB [the ETDE database] is clearly the information system of reference; many 
national websites on energy research, technology, and development link to ETDEWEB.”
European Commission Report, 2005

2007 Mexico user survey asking respondents about their perceptions of the impact of 
information gathered from ETDEWEB:

Information can be found that other websites don’t have. (7 different respondents)

I have been able to speed up my research, because of ETDEWEB information.

It helps to find experts as well as institutions.

Due to the existence of this database, people wanting access to specific information save not only 
their money, but also their time. 

“With so much invested in energy research, ETDE provides that last crucial link bringing 
those research dollars to fruition by communicating research results easily and efficiently. For 
the public-sector research sponsors interested in making the most of their research 
investments, participating in ETDE is a critical link in the technical communications system 
that helps turn research into valuable implemented technology.” U.S. ETDEWEB user, 2007



What Would Be Required of Russian Federation – 
Obligations:  Task- and Cost-Sharing

Task-sharing:  prepare and submit records of energy 
RTD activities published within the member country 
(from journals, technical reports, conference 
proceedings, books, etc.), including full text when 
available.

Cost-sharing:  make contribution to cover annual cost 
of the exchange (i.e., primarily, ETDEWEB), consisting 
of “base” fee and “additional” contribution.



Conclusions/Questions
ETDE welcomes and encourages Russian 
Federation membership.

ETDE appreciates the IEA’s NEET initiative for 
enabling dialogue and cooperation.

Contact: 
Hillebrand Verkroost, European Agent 

verkroost@ecn.nl 
+31 224 564625

Brian Hitson, Chair 
Energy Technology Data Exchange (ETDE) 

hitsonb@osti.gov 
+1-865-576-1199

mailto:verkroost@ecn.nl
mailto:hitsonb@osti.gov
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