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Chapter I

General Introduction

Epidemiology and etiology of pancreatic cancer

Pancreatic cancer is the 5th leading cause of death from cancer in the US (1) and the 7th

in the European community (2). In the Netherlands it rates g,h in men and 11,h in women
(3). Diagnosis of pancreatic cancer is usually late due to lack of symptoms and treatment
at this late stage of the disease is virtually impossible. prognosis is poor, mainly due to
metastatic spread. The median survival time is about 2-3 months, the 1 year survival about
8% and the 5 year survival is only 3% (4). until better diagnostic tools and/or more
effective treatments have been developed, primary prevention is the most effective way to
deal with this fatal form of cancer.

In order to come to effective prevention of this disease one needs to know its etiology.
There are several demographic and geographic differences in the occurrence of pancreatic
cancer. In the US the incidence of pancreatic cancer is higher in black people than in
whites, whereas Japanese Americans show the highest incidence (1). Generally low
incidences are observed in native Japanese, whereas high incidences are seen in New
Tnaland Maoris and female native Hawaiians (1). In the European countries the highest
incidence for pancreatic cancer is observed in the Netherlands, Denmark, Germany and
Ireland, while the lowest incidences are seen in France, Italy, Greece and portugal (5).
Religion is also a source of variation: Jews show higher cancer rates than Catholics or
Protestants, while (non-smoking, non-drinking) Mormons or Seventh-Day Adventists show
very low incidences of pancreatic cancer (1).

Several other factors have been implicated to be predisposing for pancreatic cancer.
There is some evidence that familial and genetic factors are involved in pancreatic cancer,
but the data are limited (1). The data on a relationship between diabetes mellitus or
pancreatitis with pancreas cancer remain inconclusive. An association of both factors with
pancreatic cancer is often observed, but in both cases this may be ascribed to an early
manifestation of the tumour (1). From the life-style factors that are implicated in the
development of pancreatic cancer, tobacco smoking shows a consistent association. In
most studies the relative risk of pancreatic cancer in smokers compared to non smokers is
higher than 2 (6,7). Dietary factors like coffee (8), alcohol (9) and fat (10) have also been
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implicated in the etiology of pancreatic cancer. However, recent epidemiological research

demonstrated no clear association between alcohol consumption and the occurrence of
tumours of the exocrine pancreas (11). The same holds true for coffee consumption (12).

The influence of dietary fat is discussed further on in this chapter.

Experimental models

Animal models.

To determine environmental factors that are involved in the development of tumours,

epidemiological cancer studies are essential. However, the causality of the associations of
factors with increased or reduced cancer risk are often difficult to establish by

epidemiological studies. Putative causal associations that emerge from epidemiological

research provide the basis for experimental research, in which conditions can be kept

constant and the mechanisms of action can be addressed. Pancreatic carcinogenesis has

mainly been studied in animal models with chemically induced pancreatic tumours. A total

of 1"5 carcinogens have been reported to cause pancreatic tumours in several laboratory

animal species, mainly rodents. Carcinogens of the exocrine pancreas included

dimethylbenz(a)anthracene (DMBA), N-nitroso-N-methylurea (NMU), 4-hydroxyamino-

quinoline-l-oxide (4-HAQO), azaserine and several propylnitrosamines (13). The two

models that are most extensively characterized and most commonly used are the azaserine-

rat model (14) and the N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine (BOP)-hamster model (15).

The azaserine-rat model. Azaserine (O-diazoacetyl-L-serine) is a naturally occurring

compound, produced by Streptomyces Fragilis. Azaserine is moderately toxic in mice and

rats (LDroof 150 mg/kg/day and 170 mgkglday, respectively) and was initially used as an

anti-cancer drug in medicine. Evidence has been provided that azaserine is specifically

mutagenic and carcinogenic to pancreatic acinar cells in rats. L-azaserine caused DNA

adducts that persisted for at least 4 weeks. When isolated pancreatic acinar cells are

incubated with azaserine, DNA damage has been identified by HPLC in the form of N7-

carboxymethylguanine (16). D-azaserine did not damage DNA, nor did it induce

pancreatic atypical acinar cell nodules (AACN), suggesting an enzyme-mediated stereo-

specific step in the uptake and/or activation of azaserine (17). Furthermore, Zurlo et al.

(18) found less azaserine-induced DNA damage and AACN in pyridoxal-deficient rats in

comparison with control rats. These data point to an activation of azaserine by formation

of an azaserine-pyridoxal complex followed by an enzymatic cleavage of the ester bond by

an cr,p-elimination reaction, resulting in formation of diazoacetate, ammonia, pyruvate and
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phosphate. Diazoacetate is highly reactive and can form adducts with DNA and other
macromolecules.

A single i.p. dose of azaserine is sufficient to induce putative preneoplastic AACN in
the pancreas of all treated rats afte¡ 2-4 months. Two types of foci have been identified in
haematoxylin and eosin (H&E) stained pancreatic tissue slides: basophilic and acidophilic
foci (19,20). The basophilic foci demonstrate a low growth potential, as measured by
mitotic index or incorporation of 3H-thymidine (19) or incorporation of Brdu (21). The
low proliferative capacity of the basophilic lesions suggests a minor involvement, if any,
of these foci in development of pancreatic tumours. Acidophilic AACN proliferate rapidly
and show a high frequency of mitoses, which is rarely seen in normal cells or basophilic
focus cells. 3H-thymidine Labeling Index (LI) was 2.3 in cells of acidophilic AACN in
contrast to 0.1 in basophilic AACN (19). Studies with incorporation of BrdU showed a 15-
20 fold increase in LI in AACN in comparison with normal acinar cells. LI in basophilic
AACN resembled thar of normal tissue (21). Both acidophilic AACN, adenomas and
carcinomas (in situ) stain positive for ATP-ase activity in frozen tissue sections, whereas
basophilic AACN are negative (22). Based on these findings the acidoph¡ic AACN, but
not the basophilic AACN are considered to be putative preneoplastic. It is estimated that
about lVo of the pancreatic proliferative lesions develops into acinar cell carcinomas 6-15
months after carcinogen treatment.

In the present thesis pancreatic (pre)neoplasms in rats are classified in H&E stained
tissue slides according to the criteria of Rao et ar. (r9), I-ongnecker et ar. (23) and
Woutersen et al. (24) as follows:

Atypical Acinar cer Focus (AACF): A smalr group of acinar cells showing increased
nuclear size, irregular nuclear form, nucleolar prominence, reduced cytoplasmic zymogen
content, pale cytoplasm and reduced cytoplasmic mass.

Atypical Acinar Cell Nodule (AACN/Acinar Cell Adenoma: Arbitrary a distinction
between AACF and AACN has been made on the basis of size: hyperplastic nodules larger
than islets are classified AACN. AACN show similar cellular changes as AACF. An
AACN with a diameter of over 3 mm has been designated acinar cell adenoma. An
adenoma is by concept a benign neoplasm. Recent experiments have shown that adenomas
have normal diploid DNA content, explants from adenomas failed to grow in soft agar and
transplants of adenomas failed to grow in recipient animals (25). Lacking these
characteristic malignant changes, the azaserine-induced pancreatic acinar cell adenoma has
to be classified as a putative preneoplastic lesion.

carcinoma in situllocalized carcinoma: læsions with degrees of anaplasia and/or
desmoplasia, suggestive of neoplastic transformation, but without local invasion or
metastasis are called carcinoma in situ.



Chapter 1

Acinar adenocarcinoma: Acina¡ adenocarcinoma is diagnosed on evidence of local

invasion in adjacent tissue or metastatic spread.

The BOP-hamster model. BOP is one of several and the most specific propyl-

derivative nitrosamine, capable of inducing cancer of the pancreas in hamsters. The

metabolism of BOP in vivo involves reduction to N-nitroso(2-hydroxypropyl)(2-oxopropyl)

amine (HPOP) with subsequent reduction to N-nitrosobis(2-hydroxypropyl)amine (BHP) or

conjugation with sulphate or glucuronic acid (26). After activation, BOP can cause DNA

alkylation in both acinar and ductular pancreatic cells in rats and hamsters (27). The most

abundant DNA adducts were N7-methylguanine and O6-methylguanine (28,29). HPOP also

yields 7- and O6-hydroxypropylguanines in addition to the methylguanine adducts and

causes a five-fold increase in pancreatic DNA synthesis in hamster pancreas. No

significant repair of Oó-hydroxypropylguanine was observed for at least 8 days. The

persistence of the adducts and the mitogenic effect may contribute to the pancreatropic

carcinogenesis of BOP (30).

Single or multiple s.c. injections of BOP result in proliferative cystic and

ductular lesions in the pancreas of hamsters, which can be classified by grade

of malignant phenotype. Adenocarcinomas in BOP-treated hamsters are invariably of the

ductal/ductular type. Pancreatic (pre)neoplasms in hamsters are classified according to the

criteria of Pour and Wilson (31), V/outersen et aI. (32) and Meijers et al. (33) as follows:

Cystic ductular complex: a lesion composed of one or more luminal spaces lined by

flat or cuboidal epithelium, which usually does not contain zymogen.

Tubular ductal complex: a lesion composed of several small lumina lined with cuboidal

or columnar epithelium.

Three major changes, suggestive of malignant transformation, were taken into account

when lesions were classified neoplastic: (i) dysplastic or anaplastic cellular changes, (ii)

desmoplasia and (iii) infl ammation.

Borderline lesion: tubular ductal complex showing one or more of the aforementioned

characteristics suggestive of progression to malignancy, with emphasis on the epithelial

changes.

Carcinoma in situ; a lesion showing all three characteristics of neoplastic change, but

not showing evidence of infiltration in adjacent tissue.

Ductular adenocarcinoma: a lesion showing all three characteristics of neoplastic

change, with clear infiltration in adjacent tissue.

Transgenic mice. Transgenic mice are made by introduction of foreign DNA into the

germline of mice by directly injecting DNA sequences containing the genes of interest intt

the pronucleus of the zygote. The transfected fertilized eggs are subsequently transferred

to foster mothers. The transgenic offspring carry one to several hundred copies of the

10
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foreign DNA in their chromosomes. Recent developments in transgenic science rendered it
possible to target the expression of known oncogenes to specific tissue sites. This has
resulted in severaì animal models for transgenic carcinogenesis (34,35), including a
number of strains of transgenic mice that are predisposed to develop acinar cell
carcinomas in the exocrine pancreas. These mice have been provided with sequences of
the elastase I, the trypsin I or the amylase gene fused to early region DNA sequences of
the simian virus 40 genome. This results in targeted expression of both large and small T-
antigen in the acinar cells of the pancreas. A first stage in the ontogenic process is
believed to be T-antigen induced preneoplasia characterizedby hyperplasia, dysplasia,
increased number of tetraploid cells and arrest of acinar cell differentiation. In the second
stage putative monoclonal tumour nodules develop, containing less total RNA, less
pancreas-specific mRNA and more T-antigen mRNA in comparison with normal pancreas.
The fact that numerous nodules develop in the hyperplastic pancreas of these transgenic
mice and only a few develop to ultimate carcinomas, suggests that this model may be
useful in studying modulating effects of exogenous factors.

In vitro models.

Organ culture. An elegant model for organ culture of rodent embryonic pancreatic
budds was developed by Parsa and coworkers (36), which was also applicable in
carcinogenesis research. In this model rat embryonic pancreases could be cultured for 10
weeks, with rapid growth of the tissue combined with morphogenesis and
cytodifferentiation as well as occurrence of specific pancreatic enzymes like amylase,
lipase and chymotrypsin.

Transplantable pancreatic tumours. Several azaserine-induced acinar cell carcinomas
have been serially transplanted and cryopreserved. These transplantable tumours have
been used in a number of studies to investigate the effects of hormones on tumour growth
(31 ,38), Transplantable hamster carcinomas induced by Bop have also been developed
and used to study modulation of tumour growth (39,40).

Cell lines. From transplantable pancreatic tumours of the rat several continuous cell
lines have been established. The AR42J cell line is widely used and extensively
characterized (a1). Cell lines derived from BOP-induced hamster tumours are the pC-1
and the PC-1-0 cell lines, which share the characteristic of an activated ras oncogene with
the majority of human pancreatic tumours (42).

ll
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Dietary fat

Digestion and uptake. The digestion of dietary lipids starts in the stomach with

hydrolysis by lingual or gastric lipase. This process takes place at low pH and in the

absence of bile salts (43). In the duodenum lipids are emulsified with the help of bile

salts. Micelles are formed, which contain triglycerides, cholesterylesters and phospholipids.

In the proximal small intestine these mixed micelles are further digested by pancreas

lipase with the help of trypsin-activated colipase, which binds to lipase at the oil-water

interphase and digests triglycerides into 2-monoglycerides and free fatty acids. Absorption

of the lipids takes also place at this proximal part of the small intestine. The micelles are

dissociated and the lipid hydrolysis products are taken up in an energy-independent way.

This passive permeation inueases with the lipophilicity of the fatty acids: increase in

uptake with chain length and decrease with degree of unsaturation @a). Linoleic acid and

arachidonic acid can be taken up by a facilitated diffusion mechanism without energy

requirement (45,46). Additionally, a specific fatty acid binding protein (FABP) is involved

in the uptake of long chain fatty acids (47). Inside the enterocyte, cytosolic FABPs bind

the long chain unsaturated fatty acids. Short chain fatty acids are transported to the blood

bound to albumin. [,ong chain polyunsaturated fatty acids (PUFA) are reesterified by

acyltransferases into triglycerides and delivered to the lymph in lipoproteins: VLDL and

chylomicrons. In rats, menhaden oil and fish oil concentrate are less well absorbed than

corn oil (48), but equally well as olive oil (49).

Metabolism of polyunsaturated fat. There are 2 families of PUFA: the ro-6 family,

de¡ived from linoleic acid (LA; C18:2to-6) and the <rr-3 family, derived from a-linolenic

acid (LnA; C18:3rl-3). Both families are known as essential fatty acids, because they can

not be synthesized by the human body and must be obtained from the diet (50). ol-6

PUFA are derived from seeds and leaves, while <rr-3 PUFA predominate in chloroplasts of
green plants (LnA) and in phytoplankton (eicosapentaenoic acid: EPA, C20:5 and

docosahexaenoic acid: DHA, C22:6). Via the marine food chain, all forms of marine life,

in particular cold water fish, become enriched with PUFA from the o-3 family (51). The

metabolism of PUFA in warm blooded animals involves desaturation and elongation in

which both PUFA families comp€te for metabolism via the same elongase and ð6-, òs- and

ôa-desaturases. LA is desaturated and elongated to dihomo-^y-LnA (C20:3) and

subsequently desaturated to arachidonic acid (AA, C20:4). LnA is desaturated and

elongated to EPA and DHA. The enzymatic processes of desaturation and elongation of
fatty acids are located mainly in the microsomal fraction of the liver, with ô6-desaturation

being the rate-limiting step (52). The desaturation of ro-3 fatty acids is slightly more

effective than that of r¡-6 fatty acids (53).
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The loss of ôó-desaturase, as observed in cats, characterizes the obligatory carnivore.
Eskimos seem to be obligatory carnivores among humans because they seem to lack both
ô6- and ôs-desaturases and hence have to obtain AA from dietary ,"ui 1s+¡. Apart from
differences between human populations, it should be taken into account that fatty acid
metabolism in rodents differs considerably from that in humans. In rats and mice, ô6- and
òs-desaturases are highly active, while both desaturases are much less active in humans,
resulting in differences in AA formation (50).

Dihomo-y-LnA, AA and EpA are the direct precursors of the eicosanoids, the
oxygenated metabolites of these 20-carbon puFA (55). Dihomo_y_LnA, AA and EpA are
converted via cyclooxygenase to the r-, 2- and 3-series prostaglandins and via lipoxyge_
nase to the 3-, 4- and S-series leucotrienes, respectively (56). Most eicosanoids are
biologically highly active compounds that are assumed to be involved in inflammatory
processes' immunologic-alrergic reactions, atheroscrerosis and cancer (56). The
desaturation, elongation and cyclooxygenase pathways of puFA metabolism are presented
in figures 1. and 2.

Fatty acids are stored in the adipose tissue in the form of triglycerides or used to form
cellular phospholipids. They can be liberated from cellular membranes by phospholipase
y'^2.

Modulation of tissue fatty acid composition by dietary fat. Most tissue fatty acid
compositions are a reflection of the dietary intake of fatty acids. When rats are f'ed diets
rich in o-9, co-6 or o-3 fatty acids, the levels of these respective fatty acids are high in
blood plasma as well as in erythrocytes, liver, small intestine and coronic phosphoripids
(57) and also in pancreatic microsomes (21,5g,59). An exception seems to be brain tissue.
Rat brain phosphoripids, which contain row revers of LA (ar-6) and high levels of DHA
(ol-3) and oleic acid (oA, ol-9), are rerativery irresponsive to changes in dietary fatty acid
composition (60)' Fatty acid profiles can be modulated by fatty acids from a single family
in a dose-dependent way. For example, Reddy and Sugie (61) showed a dose-rerated
increase in the incorporation of ro-3 fatty acids into the microsomes of colonic mucosal
cells, when feeding increasing levels of menhaden oil to rats.

A diet high in LA resurted in high blood plasma levers of this fatty acid in humans
(62) and dietary supplementation of fish oil to humans resulted in an increase in EpA and
DHA in blood plasma Iipids (62,63). These data read to the conclusion that both o,_6 and
ro-3 PUFA are efficienrly taken up and distributed through the body.

Modulation of prostaglandin production by dietary fat. The conversion of LA to
AA is a highly regurated process. AA is not produced in direct proportion to dietary LA,
and studies reporting stimulation, depression and no change in eicosanoid production are
equally documented (53). Recently, Blair et at. $\ fed human volunteers diets containing
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either 3.0 en%o or 8.3 enTo of LA and measured several urinary eicosanoids. PGE, was

elevated and 2,3-dinor-TXB, was decreased in the 8.3% LA diet group, whereas no

changes were observed in the urinary excretion of 6-oxo-PGFro,2,3-dinor-6-oxo-PGF,, or

TXB2. With a high intake of LA the total urinary prostaglandin excretion had initially
increased, but decreased again after 3-4 days (65). This indicates, that the role of dietary

ro-6 PUFA in accele¡ated prostaglandin production is not conclusively elucidated.

The metabolic pathway of LA to AA and PGs can be significantly influenced by <o-3

PUFA, which compete with o:-6 PUFA for conversion by the elongase and desaturases

involved in this cascade. It is well accepted that the desaturation and elongation of o-3
PUFA is slightly more efficient than the conversion of <o-6 PUFA (53). Clear evidence har

been provided for the inhibiting effects of dietary fish oil, rich in EPA and DHA, on

eicosanoid production. The concentration of PGE, in plasma was significantly lower in

menhaden oil fed mice than in corn oil fed mice (56). Boudreau et al. (66) observed that

the potential to synthesize TXB, and 6-keto-PGF," was significantly reduced in lung

homogenates and platelet suspensions from rats fed 10% menhaden oil diets as compared

with those from ¡ats fed diets without fish oil. Similarly, Chanmugam et al. (67) observed

a decreased 6-keto-PGF,"-synthesizing ability in testes homogenate from rats fed diets

containing menhaden oil. Alam et al. (68) observed a significant reduction of PGE - and

TXBr-levels in gingiva and submandibular salivary glands of rats fed a l0 wt% menhaden

oil in comparison with a 1O wtro corn oil diet.

In humans supplementation of fish oil also influences eicosanoid production. Ferretti ¿¡

al. (69) observed a 1,47o reduction in urinary PGE excretion after supplementation of male

subjects with fish oil capsules for 10 weeks. In a 5-month study, in which human

volunteers ingested daily doses of 40 ml of cod liver oil, TXB, in serum decreased

significantly (70). Knapp et al. (7I) fed 50 ml of fish oil to humans for 30 days, and

found a significant reduction of excretion of TXBr-metabolites. Large amounts of dietary

<¡-3 PUFA will also produce a marked depression in platelet-derived TXA, and PGI, (53).

The results of the aforementioned studies clearly indicate that dietary o-6 PUFA and

<¡-3 PUFA are readily taken up and distributed through the body and that <o-3 PUFA, but

not co-6 PUFA, is likely to influence eicosanoid production.

Dietary fat and pancreatic cancer

From ecological, population-based studies it can be concluded that the total fat intake

is positively related to mortality from pancreatic cancer in selected countries (10). The

most convincing evidence that environmental factors are involved in the occurrence of
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cancer can be derived from migratory studies. The migrant retains the genetic
characteristics he had in his country of origin, but hc is exposed to much of the
environment of his adoptive country. The relatively low mortality from pancreatic cancer
in Japan in comparison to the Western countries, as well as the relatively higher rates
observed among Japanese who have migrated to the united States suggest that dietary
factors may play an etiologic role in the occurrence of pancreatic cancer (4,g,72). Cancer
¡ates in Greenland Eskimos are relatively low when their total fat intake is considered
(73)' Like Japanese, Eskimos consume large quantities of marine foodstufl's, resulting in a
high intake of long chain tr¡-3 puFA, like EpA (c20:5) and DHA (c22:6). The fat
consumed by Greenland Eskimos contains 5.9% DHA, 4.67o EpA, 5.07o LA, 0.4% AA
and 22'87o saturated fatty acids (74), whereas the dietary fat in Great Britain contains
04% DHA, 0'17o EPA,9.B% LA,0.5vo AA and 45.07o saturated fatty acids (65).
obviously, PUFA ingested by Eskimos are dominated by the o-3 class, in contrast to the
dominance of the o-6 class in the Western world.

other epidemiological studies indicate a positive association with caloric intake and
pancreatic cancet (75,76), but the investigators ascribe this effect to the increased intake of
carbohydrates. Gold er al. (77) and Farrow and Davis (12) did not find an association
between dietary fat and pancreas cancer, but recent other case-control studies demonstrated
increased risks for pancreas cancer with saturated fat and cholesterol and reduced risk with
intake of polyunsaturated fat (78-80). Japanese investigators found a relation between
pancreatic cancer and western type of diet, the risk being increased among Japanese who
consumed meats (81). Moreover, in Japan the number of annual deaths from pancreatic
cancer increased from 1948 to 1978, over the same period the Japanese diet became more
akin to that of the Western countries (82). The results from these epidemiological studies
point to an association between total amount as well as the type of fat available for
consumption and incidence of and/or mortality due to pancreatic cancer.

In experimental pancreatic carcinogenesis an involvement of dietary fat has been well
established' Roebuck et at. (83,84) and Birt et al. (85) demonstrated that high levels of fat
in the diets of rats and hamsters, respectively, promoted the development of chemically
induced pancreatic tumours. The enhancement of neoplasia in rat pancreas was seen with
high levels of dietary polyunsaturated fat but not with similar quantities of saturated fat
(8a)' In the hamster model, high dietary polyunsaturated fat also stimulated tumour growth
relative to low levels of fat, but high levels of largely monounsaturated fat (beef tallow)
had an even larger stimulatory effect (g5).

The involvement of polyunsaturated fat in tumour promotion in rats led to the
implication of LA as the responsibre fatty acid. one of the postulated mechanisms by
which a diet high in LA can be rinked to a high cancer risk is an acceleration of
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prostaglandin production. LA can be desaturated and elongated via 1-linolenic acid and

dihomo-1-linolenic acid to yield AA. AA is a substrate for cyclooxygenase and

lipoxygenases, which convert it into prostaglandins and leucotrienes, respectively. A
number of experimental findings indicate that modulation of this pathway may influence

carcinogenesis. When high fat diets with increasing amounts of LA up to 4.4 wt7o were

fed to DMBA-treated rats, the incidence of mammary gland tumours increased

proportionally (86). Similar results were obtained in the azaserine-rat model, where the

promoting effect of a high fat diet was moduÌated by the LA-content of the fat: an

increase in number of AACN was observed with an increase in dietary LA level to 4.4 -

8.5 wt% (87).

The other main family of PUFA, the ar-3 fatty acids, have also been implicated to be

involved in carcinogenesis. Long chain ol-3 fatty acids (abundant in fish oil) have been

shown to inhibit tumour development in mammary, colon and pancreatic tumour models.

Fish oil supplemented to a HF diet inhibited mammary gland carcinogenesis in MNU-
(88,89) and DMBA-treated rats (90,91) and colon carcinogenesis in azoxymethane- (92)
and dimethylhydrazine-treated rats (93). al-3 PUFA as such (4.77o EPA + 0.3 7o LA as

sole lipid source) also had a chemopreventive effect on colon carcinogenesis (94).

O'Connor et al. (73) observed that in azaserine-treated rats maintained on a 207o fish oil
diet for 4 months, the number and size of pancreatic preneoplastic AACN were

significantly reduced as compared to rats fed a 20%o CO diet. In a subsequent 4-month

study they found a decrease of the number of AACN with increasing levels of fish oil in ¡

20% fat diet (95).

Prostaglandins and carcinogenesis. Prostaglandins (PGs) are highly active substances

that play vital roles in many aspects of human physiology. An altered production of these

eicosanoids is often associated with pathological processes, including cancer. PGs are

elevated in several tumours in both humans and experimental animals (96). PGE, levels

were elevated in carcinomas of the thyroid gland (97), the lungs (98), the kidney (99), the

mammary gland (100,101) and the colon (102). PGFro levels were elevated in renal (99)

and thyroid tumours (103).

In human breast cancer PGE, has been associated with metastatic spread,

hypercalcemia and survival time and increased TXB, metabolism was related to tumour

size and metastasis. The plasma concentrations of 6-keto-PGF,o and the urinary

concentrations of PGE, and PGF," correlated with tumour growth and clinical outcome of
prostate and renal cancer (96).

Several prostaglandins of the 2-series stimulate DNA synthesis, and hence cell

proliferation in vitro (10a). High levels of PGE, in tumours may cause inhibition of the

immune system, rendering the tumour less susceptible to the immunologic defence of the
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Figure 1. The desaturation and elongation pathway of pUFAs
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Figure 2. The cyclooxygenase pathway of PUFA
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host (105). The fact that the well known skin tumour promotor 12-O-tetradecanoylphorbol-
13-acetate (TPA) induces the production of pGE, (106) and that malondialdehyde, which
is formed as an end product of the AA-cascade, is carcinogenic in Swiss mice (107),
provide further indications that PGs are involved in carcinogenesis .

cyclooxygenase inhibitors. lvhen specific inhibitors of cyclooxygenase, like
indomethacin, aspirin or carprofen, are added to the diet or the drinking water, the tumour
growth is inhibited in several animal models, including the BOP-hamster model. Carter et
al. (1OB) found that 0.004% indomethacin in the diet blocked the promoting effect of a
high fat diet on the development of mammary tumours induced in rats by DMBA. In the
same model they reported inhibition of carcinogenesis by dietary indomethacin in rats fed
high fat diets containing4To or 12% LA, but not in rats fed a diet containing0.5To LA
(109). In BoP-t¡eated hamsters Takahashi et al. (rl0) found that the cyclooxygenase
inhibitor phenylbutazone caused a decrease in incidence and multiplicity, while
indomethacin caused a decrease in multiplicity of pancreas tumours.

Glutathione s-transferases. Glutathione S-transferases (GSTs) are a family of
multifunctional dimeric proteins, which are predominantly located in the cytosol. A
number of isoenzymes have been described, which are grouped into 3 classes: a, p, and, n.
Both homo and hetero dimers can be formed from a number of subunits of different
molecular weight. These subunits are numbercd 1,2 (cr-class), 3, 4, 5,6, (p-class) and 7
(n-class; Ref. 111).

Table 1 Mean GST subunit content of pancreas of saline- and azaserine-treated rats QÆlg).

Class Subunit

cI'

Saline-treatedr Azaserine-treated

J

4

1

n.d.

1.8110.37

0.87x0.46

I.89!0.21

n.d.

0.27!0.18

2.10!0.32.

6.0810.66...

tvalues are means+ S.D; n.d., not detected

GSTs are involved in the AA-cascade because all isoenzymes have cyclooxygenase
activity (112), which means they all can accelerate prostaglandin production. GSTs are
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found in virtually all tissues, but they are frequently elevated in human tumours and
tumour cell lines. In some tumours GSTs can comprise as much as 37o of all cytosolic
protein (113). GST-¡ is generally associated with neoplastic change. GST-n has been
found to be increased in hyperplastic hepatocellular foci and hepatocellular carcinomas in
rats (111), as well as in hyperplastic ductular lesions and ductular adenocarcinomas
induced in hamster pancreas by BHP (lI4,ll5).In rat pancreas HAeO-induced basophilic
AACF were found to be strongly positive for GST-ø, whereas in acidophilic AACF GST-
w binding was limited to a portion of the nuclei (116). Daly et al. (117) reported that early
AACF induced in rat pancreas by azaserine stained positive for GST-p.

Several GST isoenzymes have been purified from rat pancreas. Singhal et al. (rlg)
found that all 3 GST classes were present in the pancreas of rats. N-terminal amino acid
sequencing of the isoenzymes suggested that subunits 3,4,6, and 7 were expressed in rat
pancreas.

Affinity purification followed by HpLC analysis of pancreatic homogenate from 4-
month old azaserine- or saline-treated rats, revealed a significant increase in subunits 4
(P<0.05) and 7 (P<0.001) as a result of carcinogen treatment (Table 1).

We also found GST activity to be significantly elevated as a result of carcinogen
treatment in both azaserine-treated rats and BOP-treated hamsters (Figures 3 and 4). Total
GST activity was measured spectrophotometrically in cytosolic fractions of pancreatic
homogenates and expressed as þmollmin CDNB converted per mg cytosolic protein
(I.U./mg protein).

The aforementioned data suggest that GSTs are induced in the course of the
carcinogenic process and that induction of GST-¡ and GST-p may be associated with
carcinogen-induced preneoplastic changes in both rat and hamster pancreas. The relevance
of these findings to the metabolism of fatty acids and prostaglandins remains uncertain,
but may be of minor importance since the pG-isomerase activity of GST-n and GST-p
were very much lower than that of GST-a (112).
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Objectives of this thesis

Dietary fat has been found to enhance pancreatic carcinogenesis in azaserine-treated
rats and BOP-treated hamsters. However, the mechanism by which dietary fat exerts this
effect is unknown. The gut hormone cholecystokinin (ccK) is an important regulatory
hormone in pancreatic function and growth and has also been found to promote azaserine-
induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats. It has been demonstrated that r¡-6
polyunsaturated fat has stronget tumour promoting properties than satu¡ated fat. This led
to the hypothesis that linoleic acid (LA; c18:2ro-6), the major o-6 fatty acid in frequently
used vegetable oils, is responsible for this effect. It has also been hypothesized that dietary
to-3 polyunsaturated fat (fish oil) is able to inhibit carcinogenesis, by counteracting the
enhancing effects of linoleic acid on tumour development. The inhibitory effects of fish oil
have been attributed to eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA; C20:5rrr-3) and docosahexaenoic acid
(DHA; c22:6ø-3). one of the postulated mechanisms by which a diet high in LA is able
to promote tumour development is an acceleration of the production of the 2-series
prostaglandins, whereas, on the contrary, EpA and DHA have been shown to inhibit the
production of the 2-series prostaglandins.

The main objective of the studies described in the present thesis is to elucidate the
mechanism by which dietary fat promotes experimental pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats
and hamsters. In o¡der to reach this goal the following specific questions were formulated
and studies were designed and performed to answer these questions.

1. Does tumour promotion by dietary fat and by ccK take place via the same
mechanism? In order to answer this question azaserine-treated rats were treated with
ccK or maintained on a high fat diet, either with or without pretreatment with the
CCK-receptor antagonist lorglumide.

what is the biological role of dietary LA in pancreatic tumour promotion? In order
to answer this question azaserine-treated rats and Bop-treated hamsters were
maintained on a well defined high fat diet, containing increasing levels of LA. The
LA concentration was varied by mixing high-linoleic safflower oil with high-oleic
sunflower oil, resulting in dietary lipids with 927o-94% 1g-carbon fatty acids.

2.
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4.

What are the chemopreventive and/or anti-tumour effects of ot-3 polyunsaturated

fatty acids? In order to find out these effects azaserine-treated rats and BOP-treated

hamsters were maintained on a well defined high fat diet, containing a fixed LA
level and including increasing levels of fish oil. The LA level was kept constant and

the fish oil level was varied by mixing high-linoleic safflower oil, high-oleic

sunflower oil and fish oil.
Vy'hat are the effects of the type of fat on fatty acid metabolism and on the

conversion of arachidonic acid (AA, C20:4ro-6) to prostaglandins? In order to find

out the role of these eicosanoids in tumour promotion the fatty acid profiles were

determined in blood plasma and pancreatic microsomes and the levels of certain

prostaglandins were measured in pancreas of rats and hamsters maintained on diets

containing variable levels of LA or fish oil.
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cell proliferation in the exocrine pancreas of azaserine-
treated rats and N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine-treated
hamsters

Marko J. Appel, Corjan J. T. Visser and Ruud A. Woutersen, TNO Nutrition and Food Research Institute,
Division of roxicology, Department of Pathology, P.o. Box 360, 3200 AJ, Zeist (The Netherlands)

Submitted to American Journal of Pathology

Abstract

Cell proliferation in normal pancreatic tissue of saline treated rats and hamsters and in
putative preneoplastic pancreatic tissue of azaserine-treated rats (Atypical Acinar Cell
Foci; AACF) and of N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine (Bop)-treated hamsters (atypical
ductular lesions) was determined at 2, 6, 12,26 and 52 weeks post-treatment. The Brdu
Labeling Index (LI) in normal, non tumorous acinar pancreatic cells showed a similar
time-related decrease in saline- and azaserine-treated rats. In ductular pancreatic cells the
LI was also similar in saline- and azaserine-treated rats. The LI in AACF was significantly
higher in comparison with normal acinar tissue (p<0.001).

Up to 26 weeks after treatment the LI in pancreatic acinar cells was significantly
higher in BOP-treated hamsters in comparison with saline-treated animals (P<0.001). The
LI in ductular cells was significantly higher in BOP-treated animals compared to saline-
treated animals 2 weeks post-treatment (P<0.001), but similar, thereafter. The LI in
centroacinar cells had significantly increased in BOP-treated hamsters 2 and 26 weeks
post-treatment (P<0.01 and P<0.05, respectively).

In hamsters, cell proliferation was higher in putative preneoplastic lesions with a high
potential for malignant transformation (Tubular Ductal Complexes) compared to those with
a low potential to develop to ductular adenocarcinomas (Cystic Ductal Complexes). Cell
proliferation was highest in putative preneoplastic lesions characterized by atypia,
desmoplasia and inflammatory cells (Borderline tæsions). It is concluded that
determination of cell proliferation provides an easily quantifiable parameter to discriminate
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between putative preneoplastic lesions with a high or low growth potential, hence with a

high or low potential to develop into ultimate carcinomas.

Introduction

To study experimental pancreatic cancer two animal models are most frequently used.

One is the azaserine-rat model, which leads to acinar adenocarcinomas (L), and the other

is the N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine (BOP)-hamster model which leads to ductular

adenocarcinomas (2). Most human carcinomas of the exocrine pancreas are classified as

ductular tumours (>9080). Apart from similar histology, pancreatic tumours from hamster

and man share mutations in the K-ras oncogene (3,4), in contrast to rat pancreatic

tumours, which lack K-ras mutations (5). Although adenocarcinomas in the hamster have

ductular phenotype, it is not clear whether the ductular cell is the actual cell of origin of
the ultimate tumour. hngnecker et aI. (6) observed atypical acinar cell foci (AACF),

similar to those seen in the pancreas of azaserine-treated rats, in 'normal' pancreatic tissu

of humans with a ductular adenocarcinoma of the pancreas. Spontaneously occurring

pancreatic tumours in dogs are ductular of phenotype and similar to those observed in m¿

(7), but in aging dogs with no pancreatic cancer, nodular acinar cell hyperplasia is

frequently observed (8). The possible involvement of the acinar cell in the development c

pancreatic ductular tumours is also a matter of debate in experimental carcinogenesis in

the hamster. Evidence for the involvement of both acinar cells (9) and

centroacinar/ductular cells (10,11) in the development of ductular tumours in the pancrear

of BOP-treated hamsters has been reported.

In the azaserine-rat model it is generally accepted that the acinar cell is the sole

progenitor of the acinar adenocarcinoma.

Most of our knowledge on replication and regeneration of the pancreas is based on

studies with rats (12). Therefore, additional data on pancreatic cell proliferation in other

species are warranted. In the present paper comparative data are presented on pancreatic

cell proliferation in both rats and hamsters. Basal cell-turnover was quantitated in

phenotypically normal exocrine pancreas, in azaserine-induced acinar lesions (rat pancrea

and in BOP-induced ductular lesions (hamster pancreas) at various time intervals over a

period of 52 weeks.
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Materials and Methods

Rats' Twelve one-week pregnant female SPF Wistar rats were obtained from Harlan-CPB, Austerlitz,
The Netherlands. After partus, 50 male pups were selected from the litters. At 1,4 and 2l days of age, twenty
five rats received 2 i.p. injections of 30 mg azaserine (Calbiochem-Behring Corp., la Jolla, CA) per kg body
wt, which was dissolved freshly in 0.9% NaCl-solution. Twenty five control animals received injections with
0.9% NaCl-solution only. Directly afte¡ the second injection the animals were weaned. The animals were
kept in stainless steel cages, with wire-mesh floors and fronts, 5 animals per cage, under standard laboratory
conditions. One week after carcinogen treatment the rats were fed an AIN?6- based purified diet containing 5
wtVo lañ (Best Food, The Netherlands).

Hamsters. Fifty male Syrian golden hamsters (4 weeks old) were obtained from Harlan-CPB, Austerlitz,
The Netherlands. The hamsters were kept in macrolon cages, 5 animals per cage, on a softwood bedding and
under standard laboratory conditions. At 5, 6 and 7 weeks of age 25 hamsters received a s.c. injection of 20
mg N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine (BoP; Nacalai resque Inc., Kyoto, Japan) per kg body wt, which was
dissolved freshly in 0.97o NaCl-solution. Twenty five cont¡ol animals received injections with 0.92¿ NaCl-
solution only. During the initiation phase the hamste¡s were fed a standard laboratory chow. One week after
carcinogen treatment the hamsters we¡e fed an AlN76-based purified diet containing 5 wtVo la¡d (Best Food,
The Netherlands).

Autopsy. Autopsy of 5 randomly chosen carcinogen-treated and 5 randomly chosen control animals was
performed at 14, 42' 84, 182 and 364 days after the last injection with carcinogen. Three days before
autopsy, all animals had an osmotic mini-pump (Alza corp., palo Alto, uSA, model 2001) implanted
subcutaneously, containing 200 pl of a BrdU solution (Sigma Chemie, Brussels, Belgium; conc. 25 mg/ml).
The release rate of this pump was 1. pllh.The animals were killed after ether anaesthesia by exsanguination
via the abdominal aorta. The pancreata were excised and fixed in l\Vo neulral formalin for 24 hours,
followed by 72 hours in'70Va elhanol. The pancreata were processed for microscopy by conventional
methods, sectioned at 5 ¡lm and collected on organosilane-coated slides,

Immunohistochemistry. Parallel sections were stained with haematoxylin and eosin (H&E) or with
haematoxylin and a monoclonal antibody against BrdU (Beckton Dickinson, CA) and examined by light
microscopy. The B¡dU staining protocol included incubation of the slides in 1 N HCI at 37"C for t h, O.05Vo
pronase E (Sigma' Belgium) in phosphate buffered saline (PBS) pH 7 .4, at 20oC for l0 min, 25Vo normal
goat serum in PBS at 20"C for 10 min, anti-BrdU (diluted 1:6O) at20"C for 60 min, biotin-conjugated rabbit
anti mouse antibody (diluted 1:400) at 20'C for 30 min and peroxidase-conjugated streptavidin (diluted
1:400) at 20"C for 30 min (Dakopatts, Glostrup, Denmark). To examine centroacina¡ cells, parallel sections
of hamster pancreas were stained with haematoxylin, a monoclonal antibody against BrdU and a polyclonal
antibody against cytokeratin filaments (Dakopatts, Glostrup, Denmark), which was made visible with an
alkaline phosphatase-conjugated second antibody. The antibody against cytokeratins has been reported to bind
specifically to ductular and centroacinar cells (11).

Microscopy' In the rat pancreas hyperplastic lesions were identified as acidophilic or basophilic atypical
acinar cell foci (AACF) according to the criteria of Longnecker (13) and Rao et al. (14). In hamster pancreas
cystic/ductular complexes (CDC) and tubular/ductular complexes (TDC) and borderline lesions (BLL) were
classified according to the criteria of Woutersen et al. (15), Meijers er at. (16) and Pour and Wilson (17).

Labeling Index. In slides stained for BrdU the Labeling Index (LI) was expressed as the ratio of brown
stained BrdU-positive cells to blue stained normal cells. To select a random sample of acinar cells, only
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nuclei were counted that were located beneath the crossings of the horizontal and vertical lines in a 20x20

intra-ocular grid at high power magnification (400x).

Rats' In normal pancreatic acinar tissue from saline-treated rats and phenotypically normal acinar tissur

from azaserine-treated rals, at least 1000 nuclei per pancreas were counted. The LI in normal ductaVductuk

tissue was determined by counting all cells in a total of 152 transections through interlobular ducts. A meal

of 3.0 ductular transections per rat (\¡/ith a mean of 205 nuclei per transection) were evaluated.

In azaserine-treated rats the LI in a total of 90 acidophilic AACF (a mean of 4.5 AACF per animal) wi
determined by counting a mean of 91 nuclei per AACF. Because of insufficient yield the basophilic AACF
were not scored.

Hamsters. In normal pancreatic acinar tissue from saline-treated hamsters and phenotypically normal

acinar tissue from BOP-treated hamsters, at least 300 nuclei per pancreas we¡e counted. The LI in normal

ductaVductular tissue was determined by counting all cells in a total of 91 transections through interlobular
ducts. A mean of 2,3 ductular transections per hamster (with a mean of 189 nuclei per transection) were

evaluated.

A total number of 32 CDC (a mean of 2.1 per hamster) and a total of 54 TDC (a mean of 3.6 per

hamsters) were scored. Borderline lesions were observed at 26 weeks (1{ = 2) and at 52 weeks (ff = 3) post

initiation. At least 350 centroacinar cells per pancreas were counted (a mean of 429 cells per hamster).

The LI of pancreata obtained from hamsters autopsied 42 days posrinitiation could not be evaluated,

because of lack of staining with the antibody against BrdU. This was most probably due to a too prolongeC

formalin fixation.

All data were statistically analyzed by means of analysis of variance followed by Student's t tests.

Results

Rats. Normal acinar cells. Because labeling indices (LIs) of normal acinar cells in
azaserine-treated rats were not significantly different from those in saline-treated animals,

the data were pooled.

The mean percentage (t SEM) of BrdU-positive acinar cells in normal (non-focus)

tissue dropped rapidly f¡om 21 S!1.5% at 2 weeks to 5.2+0.17o at ó weeks and leveled o1

at'l'.1!0.27o,0.7!0.170 and 1,5x0.27o at 12,26 and 52 weeks post-treatment respectively.
In Figure 1 the LI for both treatments are shown as separate curyes.

Normal ductular cells. No differences in cell turnover of normal ductular cells were
observed between saline or azaserine-treated rats. Therefore, the data were pooled. The
mean LI (t SEM) of ductular cells was 17!l.O7o at 2 weeks, 9.1!0.87o at 6 weeks,

5.1x0.47o at 12 weeks, 3.9!0.4% at 26 weeks and 7.0t0.47o at 52 weeks post-treatment.

In Figure 2 the LIs of ductular cells are shown as separate curves.

AACF. Acidophilic AACF were observed in H&E stained slides of the pancreata of a

azaserine-treated rats 6 weeks post-treatment and onwards, whereas no AACF were seen
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AACF in rat pancreas (BrdU, haematoxyline counterstained; 100x). Note the extensive
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a.l a *
.t

, ?-r'-
a,lþ^,

Figure 4.

36



Cell proliþration in the pancreas of rats and hamsters

the pancreas of saline-treated rats at any time point. The LI in acidophilic AACF (Figure
3) was significantly higher (P<0.001) in comparison with normal acinar tissue at all time
points. Six, 12, 26 and 52 weeks after azaserine-treatment the LIs in AACF were
29.7x2.1%,24.2+L.67o, 15.1x1.47o and 28.4x3.2To, respectively (Figure 1). The LI in
AACF at 2ó weeks post-t¡eatment was significantly lower (P<0.01) than the LIs in AACF
at the other time-points.

Hamsters. Acinar cells. The LI of normal pancreatic acinar cells in BOp-treated
hamsters was significantly higher in comparison to acinar cells in saline- treated animals
(analysis of va¡iance: P<0.001). In Bop-treated animals the mean LI (t sEM) of acinar
cells was 13.9!3.0%, 18.1+3.97o, 13.8!0.97o and 5.8+1.2%o at 2, 12,26 and,52 weeks
post-treatment, respectively. In saline- treated hamsters the LI of acinar cells was
3.8!0.1%,2.8!0.6%, 1.1x0.27o and o.7!0.17o at 2,'J,2,26 and,52 weeks, respectively
(Figures 4 and 5). Student's / tests following the analysis of variance revealed significantly
higher LIs of acinar cells in BOP-treated hamsters than in saline-treated animals at 2
(P<0.05), 12 (P<0.001) andat26 weeks (p<0.01) after rreatment.

Hepatocyte-like cells. In a number of H&E stained pancreatic slides from BOp-treated
hamsters, foci of hepatocyte-like cells were observed (Figure 6A). The LI of these cells
was not quantitated, due to insufficient yield. After staining for Brdu some of these
hepatocyte-like cells showed labeling (Fig 68), pointing to a proliferative potential.

Ductular cells. Two weeks after treatment the LI of pancreatic ductular cells was
significantly higher in BOP-treated hamsters than in saline-treated hamsters (12.6!I.0Eo
versus 5.1+0.9%; P<0.001). The LI in Bop-treated animals was 4.1,xj,.0%, g.2x13% and
8.9!1.6%, at 12,26 and 52 weeks, respectively. The LI in saline-treated controls was
2.9x0.4Vo, 6.7!0.7% and 7.4x0.77o at 12, 26 and 52 weeks (Figure 7).

Centroacinar cells. LI of pancreatic centroacinar cells was significantly higher in BOp-
treated hamsters than in saline-treated hamsters at 2 weeks (9.8!1.7% versus 2.9+0.77o;
P<0.01) and at 26 weeks (7 .2+2.67o versus 1.5x0.2%; p<0.05) post-treatment. The LI at
12 (3.3!0.4% versus 1.8+0.4) and 52 (4.011.1 versus 1,.2+0.4) weeks was not significantly
different (Figures 8 and 9).

Ductular lesions. All BOP-treated hamsters developed putative preneoplastic ductular
lesions in the pancreas, which were sufficient in number to be evaluated at12 weeks post-
treatment and onwards. læsions were scored and classified in H&E stained slides as Cystic
Ductal complexes (cDC; Figure 5), Tubular Ductal comprexes (TDC; Figure 9) or
Borderline lesions (BLL; Figure 10). The LI of cDC was significantly lower (p<0.05)
than LI of normal ductular cells at 52 weeks post-treatment. The LI of TDC and BLL was
at all times significantly higher than the LI in normal ductular cells (at least p<0.05). The
LI of cDC was 3.2x0.67o, 6.0+1,.570 and 2.5x0.3vo, whereas LI of rDC was 9.gx2.2vo,
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Statistics: analysis of variance followed by Student's t tests; 'P<0.05; "P<0.01; "'p<0.001

20.4!3.670 and 14.4!2.57o, at 12, 26 and 52 weeks post-treatment, respectively. BLL,
which were occasionally observed, showed a mean LI of 57.0t7.5Vo and39.ltl2.4Vo at2(.
and 52 weeks post-treatment, respectively. The LIs of TDC were significantly higher in
comparison with the LIs of CDC at all time points investigated (P<0.01). The LIs of BLL
were significantly higher than the LIs in CDC (P<0.01 at 26 wks; P<0.001 at 52 wks), anc

significantly higher than the LIs in TDC (P<0.01 at 26 wks; P<0.001 at 52 wks) (Figure
1 1).

In a large number of BOP-induced ductular lesions remnants of acini or one or more
vital acinar cells were present. Figure 12 shows a pseudoductular structure comprised of
cytokeratin-positive ductular cells and cytokeratin-negative acinar cells. The double stain

for BrdU and cytokeratins shows that the ductular cells of TDC divide whereas acinar
cells present in these ductular lesions do not.

Discussion

The results of the present study with azaserine-treated rats (model for acinar pancreatic

tumours) and BOP-treated hamsters (model for ductular pancreatic tumours) demonstrate
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Hepatocyte-like cells in the pancreas of a Bop-treated hamster. A. H&8, 400x; B. Brdu,
haematoxyline counterstained, 400x.
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Figure 9 Tubular Ductal complex (TDC) in the pancreas of a Bop-treated hamster. Double
immunostain for Brdu and cytokeratins, counterstained with haematoxyline, 400x. Note the
positivity for cytokeratins within the cytoplasm of the epithelial cells of the TDC and the
light (Brdu-negative) and the dark (Brdu-positive) nuclei in the TDC (small anows). AIso
note the Brdu-positive acinar cells (large arrow) ând the cytokeratin-positive, Brdu-
negative centroacina¡ cell (arrowhead).

that acidophilic AACF have a significantly higher cell proliferation than acinar cells in
normal pancreatic tissue. This observation is in agreement with findings reported
previously by Rao et al. (14). This increased growth potential of the AACF supports the
hypothesis that some of these putative preneoplastic lesions have the potential to develop
into malignant tumours, as a result of uncontrolled cell proliferation within a focal lesion,
hence enhancing the chance of subsequent neoplastic changes ("second hits"). Inhibition of
cell proliferation may, therefore, directly be related to inhibition of carcinogenic risk. A
striking example of inhibition of cell proliferation within acidophilic AACF was reported
by Daly et al. (r8), who found a decrease in 3H-thymidine LI f¡om 2.5vo to 0.077o in
AACF of rats fed raw soya flour (RSF) for 20 weeks in comparison with rats fed RSF for
19 weeks followed by one week of normal chow. The Ll of 0.07% was similar to that
observed in normal pancreatic acinar tissue of chow fed rats and below

il
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Figure 10. Borderline lesion in the pancreas of a BOP-treated hamster. A. H&E; B. BrdU,

haematoxyline counterstained, 400x.
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that observed in normal pancreatic tissue of the RSF fed rats. These findings indicate that
dietary factors may dramatically influence cell proliferation. This observation suggests that
cell proliferation is a useful parameter for determining the enhancing and inhibitory effects
of life-style factors on pancreatic carcinogenesis.

The results of the cell proliferation studies with saline-treated hamsters demonstrate
that the LIs in acinar (1-470) and centroacinar cells (1-3%) we¡e relatively low, in
comparison with basal proliferation in ductular cells, which was relatively high (3-77o).
Hamsters treated with BOP consistently exhibited an increased proliferation of all cell
types present in the exocrine pancreas (acinar, ductular and centroacinar cells), but the
most striking finding was the significant increase in proliferation of acinar cells in
comparison with acinar cells of saline-treated hamsters, indicating a possible role of this
cell type in the development of ductular adenocarcinomas. This observation is of particular
interest, since it has been suggested that centroacinar and/or ductular cells are mainly
involved in development of BOP-induced pancreatic lesions in this model (10,11), whereas
Flaks el a/. (9) suggested a possible involvement of acinar cells in formation of pancreatic
tumours in the hamster. The labeling of the acinar cells may be ascribed to a regeneration
of acinar tissue as a consequence of a cytotoxic insult. undoubtedly, chronic tissue
damage and repair, accompanied by hyperproliferation may play a role in the formation of
cancer in both humans and experimental animals. An example of this phenomenon is the

Weoks åltsr BOP tr€atmont

I^abeling Index in (pre)neoplastic lesions induced by Bop in hamster pancreas. cDC,
cystic Ductal complex; TDC, Tubular Ductal complex; BL! Borderline læsion. statistics:
Analysis of variance followed by Student,s / tests; "'p<0.01; ".p<0.001.
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sustained damage and repair caused by formaldehyde and acetaldehyde in the nasal

epithelium of rats, which ultimately leads to nasal tumours (19). The prolonged increased

LI of acinar cells in BOP-treated hamsters as compared to control values may be

indicative for an increased risk of subsequent neoplastic transformation.

The presence of hepatocyte-like cells in pancreata of BOP-treated hamsters supports

the concept of damage and regeneration of acina¡ tissue, because hepatocyte-like cells

have been reported to develop in regenerating pancreata after a single dose of BOP (20).

The origin of these pancreatic hepatocytes remains unclear. Evidence has been provided

for acinar (21) or ductular (22,23) origin.
Flaks ¿t a/. (9) reported that the first ultrastructural changes after treatment with a

carcinogen closely related to BOP, N-nitrosobis(2-hydroxypropyl)amine (BHP), could be

observed in acinar cells. In view of the hypothesis of the involvement of a pluripotent

stem-cell in pancreatic regeneration (12),it seems logical to assume that the presently

observed BOP-induced sustained regenerative cell proliferation in acina¡ tissue which is

accompanied with t¡ansdifferentiation to hepatocytes, may also lead to metaplasia of acinar

cells to duct-like cells. BOP induces many pseudoductular structures, which contain both
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Pseudoductular lesion in the pancreas of a BOP-treated hamster. Double immunostain for

BrdU and cytokeratins, counterstained with haematoxyline, 400x. Note the cytokeratin-

negative acinar cells (arrows) within the cytokeratin-positive ductular lesion.
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cytokeratin-negative acinar cells and cytokeratin-positive ductular cells. Autophagy of RER
and zymogen granules in acinar cells of BHP- and BOP-treated hamsters (9,24), indicative
for dedifferentiation of acinar cells (to e.g. the less differentiated ductular cell), is
frequently observed in pseudoductules.

From the present results it can be concluded that the various BOp-induced cytokeratin-
positive ductular lesions have different growth potential. CDC show a similar or decreased
growth potential in comparison to normal ductular cells, whereas TDC and BLL show an
increased growth potential relative to normal ducts. These results indicate that cell
proliferation is a parameter that correlates well with (pre)neoplastic development in the
hamster pancreas. In future studies routine assessment of cell proliferation in pancreatic
tissue slides will facilitate diagnosis, and may prove to be a valuable parameter to monitor
the course of neoplastic development. Moreover, measuring cell proliferation in the
exocrine pancreas may be useful for monitoring both enhancing and inhibitory effects of
dietary (and other) factors in carcinogenesis. Further research is needed to address the
question whether pseudoductules are formed by preexistent ductular cells or
transdifferentiated acinar cells, in order to definitively establish the cell of origin of the
ductular lesions induced in hamster pancreas by BOP and hence the cell of origin of the
ultimate ductular adenocarcinomas.
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Chøpter 4

Modulation of azaserine-induced pancreatic
carcinogenesis in rats: role of standard laboratory chow,
saturated fat and cholecystokininl

M.J. Appel', M. Meijers", A. van Garderen-Hoetmeru, C.B.H.W. Lamersb, L.C. Rovati", D. Sprij-Mooijb,
J.B.M.J. Jansenb and R.A. Woutersenq2

"Depârtment of Biological Toxicology, TNO Nut¡ition and Food Research Institute, P.O. Box 360, 3700 AJ,
Zeist, The Netherlands; bDepartment of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, University Hospital, P.O. Box
9600, 2300 RC, Leiden, The Netherlands; "Rotta Research I-aboratories, Monza, Milan, Italy.

Cancer l,etters, 55, 239-248, 1990

British Journal of Cancer, 66,46-50, L992

Abstract

In the present study the effects of a standard laboratory chow, a high lard, a low lard
and a linoleic acid supplemented low lard diet on the development of azaserine-induced

(pre)neoplastic lesions in rat pancreas were investigated. Furthermore, the role of
cholecystokinin (CCK3) in dietary fat-promoted pancreatic carcinogenesis was

investigated, using lorglumide, a highly specific CCK-receptor antagonist.

A high lard diet significantly enhanced and a linoleic acid supplemented low lard diet
significantly inhibited the development of atypical acinar cell nodules (AACN) and

adenocarcinomas in comparison with the low lard control group. Rats fed a standard

laboratory chow developed significantly less pancreatic AACN and carcinomas than low

t This work was supported by a grant from the Dutch Cancer Society, IKW 86-16.

2 To whom requests for reprints should be addressed,

' Th" abbreviations used are: CCK, cholecystokinin; AACN, atypical acinar cell nodule(s); d,4çp,
atypical acinar cell focus or foci; BOP, N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine; HF, high fat; LF, low fat;
LFsupp, linoleic acid supplemented low fat; H&E, haematoxylin and eosin; CIS, carcinoma in sirø;
FCE, food conversion efficiency; EFA, essential fatty acid; DMBA,7,12-dimethylbenz(a)anthracene;
I-ab chow, laboratory chow.
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lard controls.

CCK, but not dietary fat, increased pancreatic weight. Rats treated with CCK
developed more AACN, adenomas and adenocarcinomas than control animals. Rats

maintained on a high fat diet developed significantly more adenomas and adenocarcinomat

than animals fed a low fat diet. torglumide largely inhibited the enhancing effects of
CCK but not of dietary fat, on pancreatic carcinogenesis.

It is concluded that (i) a diet high in saturated fat has a promoting and laboratory chou
has an inhibitory effect on azase¡ine-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats and (ii) it is
unlikely that the promoting effect of dietary unsaturated fat is mediated via CCK.

Introduction

Dietary fat has been implicated in the etiology of various human cancers, including
pancreatic cancer. Epidemiology has revealed a direct association between total fat
consumption and mortality of pancreatic cancer (1-4). Studies with azaserine-treated rats

and with N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine (BOP)-treated hamsters have demonstrated that ¿

diet high in unsaturated fat (corn oil) promotes the development of pancreatic tumours (5-

10). In short-term studies we found an enhancing effect of saturated fat (207o lard) on

development of BOP-induced putative preneoplastic ductular lesions in hamster pancreas

and on growth of azaserine-induced basophilic atypical acinar cell foci (AACF) in rat
pancreas (I1,I2). Birt et al. (13) recently showed a pronounced enhancing effect of
saturated fat (beef tallow) on pancreatic carcinogenesis in BOP-treated hamsters. It has

been proposed that a combination of both type and amount of dietary fat is responsible fol

the promoting effect on carcinogenesis (14). Roebuck et aI. (15) found an enhancement of
the promoting effect of fat on pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats when dietary levels of
linoleic acid were increased. The objectives of the first experiment presented in this

chapter were to investigate whether (i) saturated fat (lard) may have the potential to
promote the development of pancreatic tumours induced in rats by azaserine and (ii)
linoleic acid is responsible for the effect of high-fat on pancreatic carcinogenesis. For this

purpose, a group maintained on a low-lard diet with an amount of Ìinoleic acid similar to

the high-lard group was incorporated. Furthermore, a group maintained on a standard

laboratory chow (containing a level of linoleic acid similar to the high-lard diet) was

added to confirm earlier studies which suggested that natural ingredient diets caused less

neoplasms in chemically induced cancer models as compared to semi-purified diets (16-

18).

Apart from the composition of the lipids within a high fat diet, the physiological effect

of the dietary fat on the small intestine may be a modulating factor in pancreatic

carcinogenesis. One of the postulated mechanisms involves an increase in intraduodenal
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CCK release. The cells producing the gut hormone CCK are located in the small intestine
and release CCK into the circulation upon ingestion of food. CCK is considered to be the

most important hormonal regulator of pancreatic enzyme secretion, and it is assumed that
those nutrients that stimulate pancreatic enzyme secretion do so by stimulating CCK
release. Douglas et al. (19) have demonstrated that unsaturated fat as well as protein

administered intragastrically to rats causes a rapid and significant rise in plasma CCK
exceeding the threshold for pancreatic stimulation. This result suggests that CCK ¡elease

induced by fat and protein may play a role in the postprandial stimulation of the pancreas

in rats. In human volunteers ingestion of fat also causes a rise in plasma CCK levels,
especially with an unsaturated fat such as corn oil (20).

Moreover, it has been demonstrated that lorglumide, a highly specific CCK receptor
antagonist (21,22), inhibits the promoting effect of CCK on panueatic growth (23,24) and

on the development of putative preneoplastic acinar lesions induced in rat pancreas by
azaserine (23,25). Roebuck et al. (26), however, did not find plasma CCK increments in
rats maintained on a diet high in unsaturated fat, which was due to an inadequate time of
blood sampling in combination with ad libitum feeding. we have demonstrated that
plasma CCK concentrations increase almost instantly after ingestion of food and return to
basal levels thereafter (19). This observation indicates that the time lag between ingestion
of food and collection of plasma is highly critical with respect to the elucidation of the

role of CCK in diet-promoted pancreatic carcinogenesis. In the second study presented in
this chapter, the rats were gradually accustomed to eat only one 4-hour meal per day,

either or not in combination with pre-treatment with lorglumide, to allow us to manipulate
the food-induced release of CCK. Groups treated with CCK, alone or in combination with
lorglumide, were incorporated for comparison.

Materials and Methods

Chemicals, Azaserine was purchased from the Calbiochem-Behring Corp., l,a Jolla, CA, USA.
Cholecyslokinin-octapeptide (CCK) was obtained from Cambridge Research Biochemical, Cambridge, UK
and l,orglumide, a highly specific CCK-receptor antagonist was kindly provided by Rotta Research

Laboratories, Milan, Italy.

Animals and diets, Experiment 1: One hundred and forty three male weanling SPF albino Wistâr rats

(WISW; Cpb) were obtained from F. Winkelmann (Versuchtiersucht GmBh, Borchen, Germany). They were

housed in wire-mesh stainless steel cages, 5 animals per cage, under standard laboratory conditions. The

animals were fed a high fat control diet (HF; 20Vo lard), a low fat diet (LF; 57o lard/safflower oil) or a
linoleic acid supplemented low fat diet (LFsupp: 5Vo lardlcorn oil). The semi-purified diets were prepared

freshly each month in our institute and were stored at -20'C until use. A fourth group was fed a standard

laboratory chow (Lab. chow; containing ca. 6% fat and ca. 3Vo linoleic acid). Food and drinking \ryatet were

available ad libinm. The percentage composition of the three semi-synthetic diets and their energy content

are summarized in Table .1.
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Experiment 2: Two hundred and forty male weanling SPF Wistar rats (WISW; Cpb) were obtained fron
F' Winkelmann (Versuchtiersucht, GmBh, Borchen, Germany). The animals were housed in wire-mesh
stainless steel cages, five animals per cage, under standard laboratory conditions. The semi-purified diets,
either high or low in unsaturated fat (HF; 20Vo corn oil or LF; 5Eo corn oil, respectively) were prepared
freshly each month in our institute and were stored at -20'C until use. The diets were composed of natural

Table 1 Weigh| Vo composition of the semi-synthetic diets (Experiment 1)^

Ingredients LFsuppLFHF

Soya protein isolateb

Casein

DLMethionine

Wheat starch

Pregelatinized starch

Cellulose

Jones Foster Minerals

KH2PO4

Vitamin ADEK prep,

Vitamin B mixture

Choline chloride

Corn oil

Safflower oil

I-ard

Total

Linoleic acid

Energy content (MJ/kg)

6.7

13.3

o.2

38.55

20.0

10.0

4.5

0.6

0.45

0.3

0.4

3.6

"i.4

100.0

2.0

15.1

^HF=2ÙVI laÃ; LF=SVa lard/safflower oil; LFsupp= 5Vo lardlcorn oil; blhe soya protein isolate had a proteasr
activity of less than 10 trypsin inhibitor units per mg.

food ingredients and contained equal amounts of minerals, trace elements and vitamins per unit energy
(Table 2). The HF diet contained also a high level of protein. Dietary protein stimulates CCK release (19),
but has no influence on pancreatic carcinogenesis (5).

Treatment. Experiment 1: Azaserine was dissolved freshly in 0.9% NaCl-solution. Each rat was given
two i.p' injections of 30 mg azaserine per kg body weight at 19 and26 days of age. The HF and the two LF
groups consisted of 40 animals each while the laboratory chow group consisted of 23 animals. The
Iaboratory chow group was an additional group, treated with azaserine according to the same protocol as the
other lats, but maintained on cereal based laboratory chow for the whole experimental period.

52

'7.9

15.6

0.24

13.6

20.3

11.8

5.3

0.71

0.53

0.35

0.47

6.9

13.3

0.2

38.55

20.0

10.0

4.5

0.6

0.45

0.3

0.4

0.48

4.52

100.0

0.6

15,.t

20.o

100.0

7.2

1'7.7



Dietary factors and CCK and pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats

Experiment 2: Azaserine was dissolved freshly in 0.97o NaCl solution. Each rat was given three i.p.
injections of 30 mg azaserine per kg body weight at 79,28 and 52 days of age. After the first injection of
azaserine the animals were maintained on the HF diet fo¡ 4 months in order to enhance the yield of atypical
acinar cell nodules (AACN). During this period the animals were gradually accustomed to eat for 4 hours per
day (08.00-12.00). This dietary regimen was continued for the rest of the study. After the 4-month

acclimatization period the animals were âllocated to six different groups of 40 animals each by a
computerized randomization procedure. Thereafter, all animals in groups 1 to 4 were maintained on the LF
diet and received one of the following treatments (s.c. injection, once daily, 3 consecutive days/week for 8

months): group L,0.9% NaCl (saline control); grotp2, CCK in gelatin (2.5 pglke body wt); group 3,

Table 2 Weight Vo composition of the diets (Experiment 2).

Ingredients High fat I-ow fat

Corn oil

Casein

DL-Methionine

Wheat

Wheat starch

Pregelatinized starch

Cellulose

Jones-Foster minerals

KH2PO4

Vitamin ADEK

Vilamin B mixture

Choline chloride

Total

20.o

46.8

0.48

13.6

11.8

5.3

0.71.

0.53

0.36

0.47

100.0

60.2

5.0

10.0

4.5

0.6

0.45

0.3

0.4

100.0

5.0

9.5

0.1

4.0

lorglumide (1,2mglkg body wt); group 4, CCK (2.5 ¡rglkg body wt) in combinarion with lorglumide (12

mg/kg body wt). The animals in group 5 and 6 were given the HF diet on 3 consecutive days per week. On
these days the animals in group 6 were treated with lorglumide (12 mglkg body wt), while the animals in
group 5 were injected with saline. The other 4 days of the week these animals were maintained on the LF
diet. Lorglumide was dissolved in distilled water to a concent¡ation of 0.4Vo and adjusted to pH 9 with 0.1M
NaOH and subsequently administered to the animals 30 min before injection of CCK and 30 min before the

animals received their feed. Drinking water was available ad libitum. The dose of CCK used was based on

plasma concentration-time curves for CCK obtained from a previously described 2-week study in rals and

hamstets (27). Subcutaneous injection of 2.5 pglkg body wt CCK, dissolved in l6Vo hydrolysed gelatin,

resulted in plasma CCK levels that were only slightly supraphysiological and comparable with those seen

after dietary administration of corn oil (19).

Monitoring. Experiment l: Body weights and food and liquid intake were recorded weekly during the
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first three months and monthly thereafter. The general condition and behaviour of the animals were checked

daily. Seven animals died before terminal autopsy, and were excluded from the results. No cause of death

was established for these animals.

Experiment 2: Body weights were recorded weekly during the first 2 weeks, every 2 weeks for 16 weeli

thereafter and monthly for the rest of the experimental period. The general condition and behaviour of the
animals were checked daily. A tot¿l of 31 animals, involving all groups, died before terminal autopsy. The
rats that died afte¡ 350 effective days (l{=4) in the study have been included in the results. Twenty-seven ra

(-l-lVo)'were excluded from the results because they died or we¡e killed in extremis before day 350 of the

study. Six of these animals died or were killed owing to a bad condition caused by the tepeated injections
(l/=3) ot the malocclusion syndrome and subsequent anorexia (1{=3). Five animals died presumably of renal

failure, one rat of a bone tumour and another one of a squamous cell carcinoma of the Zymbal's gland. No
cause of death could be established for fourteen of the animals because no autopsy was performed due to
early death (before day 85; ì/=11) or to cannibalism (¡/=3).

Analyses. Terminal autopsy was at 482,483,484 or 485 days (Experiment 1) and 371 days (Experimer
2) after the last injection of azaserine. The animals were anaesthetized with ether, exsanguinated by
cannulating the abdominal aorta, and examined for gross pathological changes. The entire pancreas, liver an

all gross lesions were excised. The pancreas and liver of each animal were weighed. All excised organs and

all gross abnormalities suspected of being tumours were fixed in 10% buffered formalin. The entire pancrea

were processed for microscopy by conventional methods, step-sectioned al,5 pm, stained with haematoxylin
and eosin (H&E) and examined by light microscopy. All pancreatic lesions were identified and classified
according to the criteria of l,ongnecker (28) and Rao et aI. (29).

Atypical acinar cell nodules (AACN) were recognised by phenotypic changes comprising an increased

rate of cell division, altered zymogen content of the cells, changes in nuclear size, and loss of diffe¡entiatior
Two different populations of AACN have been cha¡acterised in H&E-stained tissue sections by their
markedly basophilic or intense acidophilic cytoplasm. AACN have been defined as those with a diameter
smaller than 3 mm. Some lesions reached diameters of 2-3 mm and a few reached diameters of 3-7 mm.
Iæsions of the latter group that retained a high degree of differentiation have been designated acinar cell
adenomas. Carcinoma in situ (CIS) is a lesion showing some degree of anaplasia that suggests malignant
growth potential but without evidence of local invasion, Microcarcinoma was used for a carcinoma in situ o

an adenoma-like lesion exhibiting anaplasia and focal invasion of the fibrous capsule or the surrounding
normal pancreatic tissue. Carcinomas show invasion of adjacent tissues and may metastasise in periaortic
lymphnodes, liver and lungs.

Quantit¿tive determination of the number of AACN per cm3 of pancreas was performed by using a grid
inside the ocular as described previously (8). The calculated volumetric data were evaluated by analysis of
variance. To minimize the SEM some mathematical transformations were performed. The total number of
observed AACN per cm', the mean trânsection area and the percentage of pancreas area occupied by focus

tissue were logarilhmically transformed before sÎ¿tistical evaluation. The calculated total number of AACN
pet cm3 was prepared for statistical evaluation by Îâking the square root. The mean diameters of AACN wer
not mathematically transformed. The number of pancreatic lesions was evaluated by a generalized linear
regression model (error is Poisson, link function is log). The incidence and severity of pancreatic neoplasms

were evaluated by a log-linear model followed by ¡2 tests for goodness of fit.
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Dietary factors and CCK and pancreatic carcinogenesß in rats

Results

Food intake. Experiment 1. Food intake was significantly (P < 0.01) less in animals
fed the HF diet as compared to the LF diets. As the energy intake per animal per week
was similar in all groups, the two LF groups had to convert their food less efficiently,
which is reflected in significantly lower FCE-values than in the HF group. These data are
presented in Table 3.

Experiment 2. Food intake was not recorded.

Table 3 Mean food and energy intake and food conversion efficiency.

Diet group' No. of rats Foodb Energy" FCEd

HF

LF

LFsupp

38 100.8

37 118.3"'

38 120.4"

'1788.2 0.40

1786.3

1818.0

0.32"'

0.33"'

"HF, high fat; LF, low fat; oFood intake in g/animal per week; "Energy intake in K/animal per week; dFCE,

Food Conversion Efficiency for the first 28 days on the respective diets: g weight gain per g food consumed.
Statistics: 2-way analysis of variance: "P<0.01; "'P<0.001.

Body and organ weights. Experiment 1: Body weights and liver and pancreas weights
were comparable among the various groups, controls included. Absolute liver weights
were slightly increased in the laboratory chow group (15.16 g t 0.53 vs 13.54 t 0.41 in
controls).

Experiment 2: Body weights remained similar for all groups. Both absolute and relative
liver weights of all treated animals were comparable with those of controls. The pancreata

of animals treated with CCK increased significantly in weight as compared with controls
(P<0.01).

Microscopy. Experiment 1: The results of the quantitative analysis of the pancreatic
H&E-stained paraffin sections are presented in Table 4. The number and size of the
acidophilic foci were not significantly different among the different diet groups. The mean

diameter of the acidophilic foci observed in the laboratory chow group was significantly
smalle¡ as compared to the HF group (P < 0.05). In the laboratory chow group the number
of basophilic foci observed was comparable with those seen in the HF and LFsupp group.

The LFsupp group showed an increase in number of basophilic foci of the smallest size
group scored (diameter 272.5 ¡tm), as well as an increase in total number of basophilic
foci per cm3 when compared to the LF group (P < 0.05).
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Table 4 Effects of a HF, LF, LFsupp or laboratory chow diet on development of putative
preneoplastic lesions in rat pancreas (N=15) induced by azaserineab.

Post-initiation Observed transection
diet group data of foci

Calculated volumetric data of
foci

n/cm3 with mean diameter (pm)

Total Transection 385 545 770 1090 Total Mean Area as
nlcm2 area (mm2) n/cm3 diamete¡ Vo of

jrrn) pancreas

Acüophilic foci
HF

LF

LFsupp

Lab. chow

n/cm3 with mean diameter (øm)

272.5 385 545 770

Basophilic foci
HF

LF

LFsupp

L¿b. chow

uValues are means; bData are based on H&E stained paraffin sections; Statistics: analysis of variance; ?<0.05 as
compared to HF group; oP<0.05 as compared to LF group

15.80

t5.49

t3.33

t2.43

0.34

0.30

0.27

0.25

t82

zLl

153

t96

575

522

532

505'

5.31

4.66

3.67

3.12

t43 30 50

L07 22 39

101 2t 25

105 20 2L

445

427

327

380

3.56

2.56

4.48

5.1 6d

0.079

0.072

0.073

0.073

199

99

264d

203

207

t19

31 ld

248

298

296

290

294

0.28

0.19

0.33

0.38

13430
800

2800
29 10

ô
\
(\\\



Dietary factors and CCK and pancreatic carcinogenesß in rats

Table 5 shows that the number of AACN with a diameter over 1 mm is significantly
decreased in the LFsupp (P < 0.01) and the laboratory chow group (p < 0.001) and that
the number of adenocarcinomas is lower in all LF groups including the group onlaboratory
chow as compared to the HF group (P < 0.001). Overall the animals maintained on the HF
diet for 15 months developed more adenomas (35 vs 25) and microcarcinomas (10 vs 6)
but less CIS (4 vs 10) than the animals in the LF group. However, these differences did
not reach the level of statistical significance. unexpectedly, the number of benign and
malignant tumours was consistently lower in the LFsupp group as compared to the LF
group (P < 0.05). The incidence of adenocarcinomas (Table 6) was highest in the HF
group but the difference with the LFsupp and the laboratory chow group was not
significant. None of the animals of the laboratory chow group developed cIS or
microcarcinoma. The number of tumour bearing animals was the highest in the HF group
and the lowest in the laboratory chow group.

Table 5 Number of pancreatic lesions in azaserine-treated rats maintained on a HF, LF,
LFsupp or laboratory chow diet for 15 months.

(Pre)neoplastic lesions observed Number of lesions"

HF LFsupp Lab.Chow

No. of animals examined

AACN (<lmm)

Adenoma

CIS

Microcarcinoma

Adenocarcinoma

TotaI carcinoma

38

r76

35

4

10

I7

3l

13

0

L

17

6

3

JI

155

25

10

6

7"

23

38

110"'b

23

58"""

Z"',b

11

2"',b

3

"HF, high fat; LF, low fat; l,ab.chow, laboratory chow. Statistics: generalized linear model (one tailed) with a
Poisson error distribution; link function is log, "P<0.01; "'P<0.001; significantly different as compared to
the HF group; bP<0.05; 

"P<0.001; significantly different as compared to the LF group.

Experiment 2: Animals of the LF + lorglumide group and those of the HF group
irrespective of lorglumide treatment, showed no differences in number and size of
acidophilic AACN from controls on a LF diet (Table 7).
In rats treated with ccK we found an increase in number (p<0.001), but not in mean
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diameter, of acidophilic lesions resulting in an increase in area of pancreas occupied by
acidophilic tissue (P<0.001). Treatment with lorglumide 30 minutes before CCK injectio
caused a significant inhibition of the promoting effect of CCK on growth of acidophilic
AACN (P<0.001). The total number of acidophilic AACN per cm3 in the CCK +

lorglumide group was simila¡ to that in controls. The area of pancreas occupied by
acidophilic focus tissue had also decreased significantly (P<0.001) in the group treated

with CCK and lorglumide in comparison with the group treated with CCK alone.

Interestingly, the effect of CCK on growth of acidophilic AACN was accompanied by a

significant inhibitory effect on growth of basophilic AACN as reflected in a decrease in
total number of basophilic nodules per cm' (P<0.001), a decrease in mean diameter
(P<0.05) and in area ofpancreas occupied by basophilic focus tissue (P<0.01). Pre-

treatment with lorglumide reduced significantly (P<0.05) the inhibitory effect of CCK or

growth of basophilic foci. The HF diet given for 3 days/wk, 4 h per day for 8 months

caused a decrease (P<0.05) in number of basophilic AACN in comparison with animals
maintained on the LF diet. Treatment of the animals with lorglumide, 30 minutes before
they received the HF diet, resulted in a number of basophilic AACN similar to that in
controls.

Table 6 Incidence of pancreatic neoplasms (7o) in azaserine-treated rats maintained on ¿

HF, LF, LFsupp or laboratory chow diet for 15 monthsu

Neoplastic lesions observed

Number of rats examined

No. of tumour-bearing rats

Adenoma

CIS

Microcarcinoma

Adenocarcinoma

LF LFsupp I¿b. chow

38

1.7 (4s)

4 (11)

1 (2)

3 (8)

e (24)

37

12 (32)

4 (11)

| (2)

2 (s)

s (14)

1 (2)

4 (1t)

2 (s)

0

0

2 (e)

38 23

1r (2e) s (22)

4 (11) 3 (13)

ulncidences are based on scoring each animal once in the category ofthe most advanced lesion1,HF,20Vo

lard; LF, 5Vo lardlsafflower oil; LFsupp, 5Vo lardlcorn oil; Lab. chow, laboratory chow.

Treatment of rats with CCK increased the number of adenomas (P<0.01; Table 6) an,

the number of AACN with a diameter > 1.0 mm (P<0.001). lorglumide inhibited this
promoting effect of CCK on pancreatic carcinogenesis significantly. Furthermore, CCK
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Table 7 Effects of CCK and a HF diet, either alone or in combination with lorglumide, on development
of putative preneoplastic pancreatic foci induced in rats by azaserinet

F!
(\

\¿

o

\
oo
X

ì(\
Ct

o

o
Oa
f\
(\
s.

ACIDOPHILIC FOC]

Treatment grouplr

LF

LF/CCK

LF,4orglumide

LF/CCK/lorglumide

HF

IIF/Iorglumide

Observed transection data of foci Calculated volumetric data of foc;

No. of ¡ats Total no./cm'z Transection area

(mm'?x100)
Total no./cmr Mean diameter

d¡¡,)
Area as Va of

pancreas

36

37

35

35

J4

JC¡

18.3

23.rb

21..0

20.2

1.9.4

20.7

240

71.7"

254

362d

L64

202

5.4

22.2"

5.7

g.T'd

4.2

5.6

447

474

457

463

455

464

0.99

5.12d

1.20

1.964d

0.80

1.16

BASOPHILIC FOCI

Treatment grouptr

LF

LF/CCK

LFiLorglumide

LF/CCK/I-orglumide

HF

HF,{I-orglumide

Observed transection data of foci Calculated volumetric data of foci

No. of rats Total no./ç¡¡2 Transection a¡ea
(mmTloo)

Total no-/ç¡¡3 Mean diameter

|trn)
Area as Va of

pancreas

36

5t

35

35

34

36

8.3

aa

I-5

7.7

7.9

8.3

309

292"

293^

299

308

30s

274

131"

289

1.67

77q

222

4.6

4.4

2.8'

2.9

3.7

0.38

0.19b

0.32

0.21"

0.23

0.31

ivalues a¡e means; +rLF, low fat; HF, high fat; Statistics: Analysis of variance followed by Student's t-test (two-tailed); "p<0.05;bP<0.01; ?<0-001; as compared to LF controls; dp<0.001; as compared to the LFlCCK-group.
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alone enhanced and lorglumide alone inhibited the development of microcarcinomas

(Table 8) and CCK also increased the total number of carcinomas as compared to contro

(P<0.05). I-orglumide had only a slight inhibitory influence on this effect of CCK. The

HF diet caused an increase (P<0.05) in number of pancreatic adenomas and

adenocarcinomas. No difference, however, was found in total number of carcinomas

(comprising adenocarcinomas, CIS and microcarcinomas) between animals maintained or

a HF diet and LF controls. Pre-treatment with lorglumide did not influence the promotin¡

effects of the HF diet on pancreatic carcinogenesis.

A shift towards malignant lesions was observed in the CCK-treated group (Table 9). I

this group 38% of the rats developed a carcinoma versus 257o in the controls. This

increase is reflected in an increased incidence (P<0.05) of animals with a microcarcinomr

in the CCK-treated group. In the group treated with lorglumide prior to CCK, the

incidence of pancreatic tumours was similar to that in controls. The group maintained on

HF diet and pre-treated with lorglumide showed a higher incidence (P<0.05) of
adenocarcinomas than controls. Since lorglumide alone did not result in a rise in

incidence, the latter effect is considered to be attributable to the HF diet.

Discussion

It has been proposed that unsaturated fat but not saturated fat has promoting effects o

pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats (5,6). The results of the present study, however, point tc

an enhancing effect of saturated fat on the development of pancreatic neoplasms in

azaserine-treated rats. The effects observed with lard, which were mainly seen on the

multiplicity rather than on the incidence, were less pronounced than those observed with

diet rich in unsaturated fat (20% corn oil). Furthermore, it appeared from the present

results that the enhancing effect of lard on pancreatic cancer is not related to a high

caloric intake or a high concentration of linoleic acid. Increased growth rate that may ha'

accelerated the development of preneoplastic pancreatic lesions in the group maintained r

a high fat diet as compared to the groups on low fat did not occur because rats in the hi¡

fat group adjusted their caloric intake to the level of the low fat groups by eating

significantly (P < 0.01) less. This is reflected by a similar mean caloric intake among the

groups and a significantly (P < 0.001) lower FCE of animals of the low fat groups as

compared to those of the high fat group. The amount of linoleic acid in the high fat grou

was also not involved in the promoting effect of lard since neither the multiplicity nor th

incidence or severity of the neoplastic pancreatic lesions were influenced by

supplementation of linoleic acid to the low lard group. On the contrary, in the linoleic ac

supplemented group the number of AACN larger than 1.0 mm as well as the number of
adenocarcinomas were significantly lower as compared to the unsupplemented low lard
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Table 8 Effects of CCK and a HF diet, either alone or in combination with lorelumide. on the
number of (pre)neoplastic pancreatic lesions induced in rats by azaseriñeT
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X
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o
Oq

ø

Treatmenttr

LF

LF/CCK

LFlorglumide

LF/CCK/lorglumide

HF

No. of AACN
rats (Ø>1.0 mm)

Adenomas
(Ø>3.0 mm)

CIS Micro- Adeno- Total
carcinomas carcinomas carcinomas

36

37

35

35

34

1,4

90-"o

1,6

-)-t

1.1.

21,'ß

11

15"É

8

t4

2

2

5

5'd

9-,d

45

4 13"b

7 2'e

6 4"bç

2 '1.

4 l'e

0

7"3

2

HF/lorglumide 36

23

25

1

4"a

3

rAll animals were fed for 4 h a day; riLF, low fat; HF, high fat; Statistics: regression analysis (error is poisson, link
function is log); 'P<0.05; "P<0.01; .'"P<0.001. 

"significantly different from the LF group;'bTreatment with CCk caused an
increase in numbe¡ of microcarcinomas as compared to animals kept on a LF diet and not treated with CCK; oTreatment

with lorglumide caused a reduction in number of microcarcinomas as compared to animals not Íeated with lorglumide; dA

HF diet caused an increase in number of carcinomas as compared to animals kept on a LF diet for 7 days a week;
"Treatment with CCK caused an increase in total number of ca¡cinomas as compared to animals not treated with CCK.
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group. Further research is needed to find an explanation for this remarkable observation.

In previously conducted 4-month experiments unsaturated fat (corn oil) was found to

enhance growth of both acidophilic and basophilic foci (30-32). Roebuck (33) reported

an increase in size, number and area of pancreas occupied by acidophilic AACN in rats

maintained on a diet high in unsaturated fat (20% corn oil) but not on a diet ¡ich in

saturated fat. Woutersen et al. (12), however, found a significant higher number of
basophilic foci per cm3 in pancreata of rats maintained on a diet high in lard as compared

to a low lard diet. In the present study, the high lard diet also showed a tendency,

although not statistically significant, to enhance growth of basophilic foci. This

observation supports the hypothesis that the basophilic foci somehow may play a role in

the development of pancreatic cancer in azaserine-treated rats. Although their growth

potential is much less than that of acidophilic foci (34), modulation of their development

by ethanol, cholecystokinin, lard and the synthetic trypsin inhibitor Camostate has been

reported (5,8,12). These findings point to a possible role of the basophilic foci in the

development of pancreatic cancer in rats. Up to now, however, the significance of these

observations is still a matter of debate and needs further elucidation.

The discrepancy between our findings with lard and those reported by Roebuck er a/.

(5,6), who did not find an enhancing effect of satu¡ated fat on pancreatic carcinogenesis

might be due to either differences in the type of saturated fat (lard vs coconut oil) or to

the control group used (low lard vs low corn oil). Moreover, we presently found mainly a

enhancing effect on the multiplicity of the pancreatic neoplasms whereas an effect on the

incidence was not clearly indicated. It has been proposed that a minimum threshold level

of essential fatty acid (EFA) in the form of linoleic acid is needed in the diet to yield a

maximum tumorigenic effect. Below this threshold level a maximum tumorigenic effect

should be impossible to reach irrespective of the amount of fat used. Using the DMBA-

induced mammary cancer model ,Ip et al. (14) demonstrated this maximum response to br

at about 47o of dietary EFA. They also found that when EFA requirements were met,

increasing levels of saturated fat (hydrogenated coconut oil) enhanced both the mammary

tumour incidence and yield (35). Lasekan et al. (36) recently found a similar threshold

level (i.e. 3.47o of dietary EFA) in the same model. Roebuck et al. (15) varied the amoun

of EFA in a high fat diet (207o) by blending corn oil with hydrogenated coconut oil and

found that growth of AACN had increased with increasing EFA concentrations. This

increase was particularly significant between 4.47o and 8.57o of dietary EFA, indicating

that at least 4.47oEFA is required in the diet to yield a maximal tumorigenic response of

a high fat diet on pancreatic carcinogenesis. The concentrations of linoleic acid used in th
present study were lower than 4.47o indicating that the observed enhancing effect of a hig

lard diet may have been more pronounced in case the threshold level of EFA would have

been met. However, at the dietary EFA-levels used in this study, which are far above the

concentration of EFA required to obtain normal growth of the rats (0.6% for male rats), a
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Table 9 Effects of CCK and a HF diet, either alone or in combination with lorslumide. on the
incidence of (pre)neoplastic pancreatic lesions induced in rats by azase"rinet
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Treatment grouprr

LF

LF/CCK

LFlCClÇlorglumide

LF[orglumide

HF

HF/lorglumide

No. of Tumour- Carcinoma-
rats bearing rats bearing rats

(V") (V")

AACN Adenomas
(Ø>1.0 mm) (Ø>3.0 mm¡

CIS Micro- Adeno-
catcinomas carcinomas

e (2s)

18 (4e)

e (26)

t0 (2e)

r0 (2e)

14 (3e)

e (2s)

14 (38)

7 (20)

10 (2e)

7 (2r)
13 (36)

8

t2
6

6

I
9

0

4

2

0

J

1.

4

4

4

4

I
J

J

6^

1

2

I
1

lAll animals we¡e fed for 4 h a day; riLF, low fat; HF, high fat. Statistics: togJinear model followed by 12-tests for
goodness of fit; "P<0.05, as compared to LF controls

36

-7/

35

Jf

34

36

2

4

2

4

5
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diet high in saturated fat appeared to be able to accelerate development of acidophilic

AACN to pancreatic neoplasms.

The present observation that a standard laboratory chow (containing 67o fat and ca.3Vt

of linoleic acid: partly derived from natural ingredients and partly added as soya oil)
inhibits the development of acidophilic pancreatic AACN in rats treated with azaserine is

in agreement with a previous observation of l,ongnecker et al. (7). Moreover, Carroll et at

(16) found an inhibitory effect of a natural ingredient diet on DMBA-induced mammary

tumours, which remained present when the dietary fat content was varied from 5-207o,

indicating that the overall dec¡ease in tumour incidence observed in the group maintained

on a natural ingredient may be ascribed to dietary factors other than fat. Purified diets

contain animal protein (casein), while commercial or standard laboratory chows contain

protein largely derived from plant sources. Since epidemiological studies have shown that

mortality from breast cancer in humans was positively related to animal-protein intake,

Carroll et al. (16) compared the mammary tumour yield in DMBA-treated rats maintained

on a semi-synthetic diet high in animal- or plant-protein. These experiments did not

provide any indication for an inhibitory effect of dietary plant-protein on mammary gland

carcinogenesis induced in rats by DMBA. Recent research in our Institute showed that

animals given a standard laboratory chow, as compared to animals maintained on a semi-

purified diet, developed symptoms that are indicative for animals fed a diet rich in low

digestibility carbohydrates, which are characterizedby enlargement of the caecum and lov

faecal pH. These observations led to the hypothesis that the significant inhibition of
pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats fed a standard laboratory çhow as compared to rats fed a

semi-purified diet is due to dietary fibre (37). The results of other animal studies also

point to an inhibitory effect of dietary fibre on carcinogenesis. Sinkeldam et al. (38)

recently reported a decrease in incidence of tumours and adenomatous polyps in a high

fatlmedium fibre diet and a decreased multiplicity of these neoplasms in a high fat/high

fibre diet as compared to a high fatllow fibre diet in N-methyl-N'-nitro-N-nitroguanidine-

induced colon cancer in rats. Their overall results indicated that fibre may have protective

properties, but that fibre and fat affect colon carcinogenesis in a complex, interactive

manner. Fisher e¡ al. (39) found in a lifespan study in rats significantly fewer

spontaneously occurring mammary gland tumours in rats fed a high fibre stock diet as

compared to rats fed low fibre purified diets. Experiments at our Institute confirmed these

observations (40) and showed that the inhibitory effect was independent of the amount of

dietary fat. Furthermore, the growth of N-nitrosomethylurea-induced mammary tumours ir
rats was found to be inhibited in rats maintained on a high fibre diet as compared to a lor

fibre diet (41).

The second study was conducted to investigate whether dietary fat-promoted pancreati

carcinogenesis in rats is mediated via an increased duodenal release of CCK. It has been

demonstrated that lorglumide, a specific CCK-receptor antagonist, remains in its active
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form for about 4 to 6 hours (22).To be able to modulate the CCK release induced by the
ingestion of food we chose a dietary regimen consisting of one 4-hour meal per day. To
establish whether the enhancing effect of a HF diet on pancreatic carcinogenesis is indeed

mediated via CCK, we injected lorglumide 30 minutes before the animals received their
respective diets to occupy the CCK receptors before CCK is released from the duodenum.

A disadvantage of the 4-hou¡ meal regimen used was a significant decrease in body
weight gain as compared to a parallel study with azaserine-treated rats fed ad libitum
(average body weight in the present study after 12 months was 400 g versus 467 g in the
parallel study). The decrease in body weight gain might be a confounding factor in the
present study, since it is well known that an energy-restricted diet (10%) has a significant
inhibitory effect on azaserine-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats (5). Indeed, the
tumour incidences in the present study appeared to be consistently lower than in the
parallel study in which the animals were fed ad libitum.

The present results obtained with CCK are in agreement with those of previous studies
(23-25). CCK administration enhances pancreatic growth as well as pancreatic
carcinogenesis in azaserine-treated rats in spite of the restricted feeding regimen.

Also of great interest is the observation that, whereas CCK enhances growth of
acidophilic AACN, it inhibits the growth of basophilic foci. This effect of CCK is slightly
inhibited by lorglumide. In a previous study we have observed the same phenomenon with
the synthetic trypsin inhibitor Camostate (23). These results support our conclusion that,
besides acidophilic foci, also basophilic foci may be responsive to modulators of
carcinogenesis and may play a role in the development of pancreatic cancer in azaserine-

treated rats (8,11). It is, therefore, of paramount importance not to neglect these putative,
preneoplastic lesions in studies on pancreatic carcinogenesis. Moreover, the significance of
these observations needs further elucidation.

Even under the circumstances of a single 4-hour meal the HF diet enhances the

development of pancreatic acinar adenocarcinomas, albeit less pronounced than in rats fed
a HF diet ad libitum (9). torglumide did not influence the promoting effects of the HF
diet on pancreatic carcinogenesis. This observation is not in agreement with that of Smith
et al. (42), who reported tha'tL364,718, a potent ccK-receptor antagonist, decreased the
volume and weight of a xenografted human pancreatic tumour cell line in athymic mice.

Moreover, they also found a reduction in dietary fat-promoted growth of these xenografts
by L 364,718. These apparently contradictory findings are most probably due to
differences in tumour types induced by azaserine in rats (almost exclusively acinar

adenocarcinomas) and those occurring in man (ductular adenocarcinomas). Syrian golden

hamsters treated with N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine (BOP) develop ductular tumours
which resemble those occurring in man. In the BOP-hamster model CCK has been found
to have no effect or even an inhibitory effect on pancreatic carcinogenesis (43,44).

In the present study, CCK enhanced multiplicity and incidence of pancreatic tumours.
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The HF diet also promoted development of pancreatic tumours, but in a less pronounced
manner. Lorglumide largely inhibited the CCK effect on pancreatic tumour development,
but did not influence the effect of the HF diet. In fact, the number and incidence of
adenocarcinomas was highest in the HF + lorglumide group. The latter observation may
indicate a possible unknown interaction between HF and lorglumide. However, the lack <

statistical evidence for such an interaction and the slight inhibitory effect observed with
lorglumide alone, suggest that the promoting effect of HF + lorglumide is attributable to
HF. The number of rats bearing a microcarcinoma was significantly higher in animals
t¡eated with ccK than in the other groups. Pre-treatment with lorglumide completely
inhibited this effect. Moreover, ccK, but not the HF diet, enhanced pancreatic weight.
These results indicate that both CCK and a HF diet enhance pancreatic carcinogenesis in
azaserine-treated rats. The mechanism by which these two promoters enhance pancreatic
carcinogenesis, however, seems to be different. t orglumide largely inhibited the enhancir
effect of CCÇ but not of dietary fat, indicating that it is unlikely that the promoting effe
of dietary unsaturated fat on pancreatic carcinogenesis is mediated via ccK. The
mechanism by which dietary (un)saturated fat promotes carcinogenesis is still largely
unknown. Several mechanisms have been postulated by which a diet high in (un)saturater
fat may be linked to a high risk for some cancers (45). A hypothetical explanation for
dietary fat-promoted tumour growth involves the acceleration of linoleic acid-derived
arachidonic acid metabolism resulting in enhanced production of eicosanoids such as

prostaglandins, thromboxanes and leukotrienes (46). Investigations are currently in
progress to find out whether prostaglandins play a role in dietary fat-promoted pancreatic
carcinogenesis using both the azaserine-rat and the BOp-hamster model.
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Chøpter 5

Effects of dietary linoleic acid on pancreatic
carcinogenesis in rats and hamstersl

Marko J. Appel, Annemarie van Garderen-Hoetmer and Ruud A. Woutersen2

Department of Pathology, Division of Toxicology, TNO Nutrition and Food Research Institute, p.O. Box
360, 3700 AJ Zeist (Ihe Netherlands)

Cance¡ Research, 54, 2LL3-2120, 1994

Abstract

It has been suggested that linoleic acid (LA3) is responsible for the promoting effect of
dietary polyunsaturated fat on pancreatic carcinogenesis via an accelerated prostaglandin
(PG) synthesis, caused by metabolism of LA-derived arachidonic acid (AA) in
(pre)neoplastic tissue. The purpose of the present study was to investigate whether dietary
LA is the cause of pancreatic tumour promotion by a high fat diet. Five groups of 30
azaserine-treated rats and 5 groups of 30 N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine (Bop)-treated
hamsters were maintained for 6 months (rats) and 12 months (hamsters) on high fat (25
wt%) AIN76 diets containing2,4,6, 10 or 15 wtTo LA. The results indicated that the
strongest enhancing effect on the growth of pancreatic (pre)neoplastic lesions in rats and
hamsters was obtained with 4 and 2 wtVo of dietary LA, respectively. At higher LA levels
the tumour response seemed to decrease rather than to increase. In both rats and hamsters
the fatty acid profiles of blood plasma and pancreas showed an accurate reflection of the
dietary fatty acid profiles: a proportional increase in LA levels was obse¡ved in plasma
and pancreas with increasing dietary LA. In both species plasma and pancreatic AA levels
remained constant, except for AA levels in rat plasma, which significantly increased with

This work was supported by a grant from the Dutch Cancer Society, CIVO 90_2.

To whom requests for reprints should be addressed.

The abbreviations used are: LA, linoleic acid; AA, arachidonic acid; OA, oleic acid; pUFA,
polyunsaturated fatty acids; BOP, N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine; AACF, atypical acinar cell foci; pG,
prostaglandin; TXB', thromboxane Br.
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increasing dietary LA levels. Fatty acid profiles in hamster pancreatic tumours did not

differ from fatty acid profiles in non-tumorous pancreatic tissue from hamsters fed the

same diet. PGE2-, 6-keto-PGF,"-, PGF2'- and TXBr-concentrations in non-tumorous

pancreatic tissue were similar among the diet groups. Ductular adenocarcinomas from
hamster pancreas showed significantly higher levels of 6-keto-PGF1o, PGF2. and TXB,, but
not of PGE, in comparison with non-tumorous pancreas.

It is concluded that the strongest pancreatic tumour promotion by dietary LA is 4 wtTo in
rats and 2 wtTo or less in hamsters, and that PGs may be involved in the development of
ductular adenocarcinomas induced in hamster pancreas by BOP.

Introduction

Initiation of cancer is generally caused by a primary genetic event, followed by a series

of genetic and/or epigenetic alterations that promote development from precancerous cells
to malignant tumours.

It has been demonstrated that high levels of dietary polyunsaturated fatty acids (PUFA)
promote tumour growth in several animal models (1-3), including pancreatic cancer

models (4-6). Linoleic acid (LA) has been implicated to cause this effect (4,7,8). One

hypothesized mechanism involves an accelerated prostaglandin synthesis, caused by
metabolism of LA-derived arachidonic acid (AA), in (pre)neoplastic tissue (9-11). This
theory is supported by a frequently seen tumour growth inhibition concurrent with
biochemical inhibition of the prostaglandin-synthesizing enzyme cyclooxygenase by

indomethacin (12) or by competitive inhibition by o-3 fatty acids from fish oils (13-15).

To study the specific role of PUFA in dietary fat-promoted pancreatic carcinogenesis,

experiments with azaserine-treated rats (model for acinar pancreatic cancer) and BOP-

treated hamsters (model for ductular pancreatic cancer) were performed. Rats and hamsters

were maintained on a high fat diet (25 wt%) with increasing LA concentrations, in order

to find the dietary LA level with the strongest enhancing effect on pancreatic

carcinogenesis and to evaluate the involvement of prostaglandins in this process by

determination of the fatty acid composition of blood plasma and pancreas as well as the

prostaglandin content of the pancreas.
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Materials and methods

Animals. Fifty five one-week pregnant female Wistar rats were obtained f¡om Harlan-CpB, Austerlitz,
The Netherlands. During pregnancy the rats were kept solitary, in stainless steel cages fitted with wire-mesh
floors and fronts and were fed a standard laboratory chow. Two weeks (+ I day) after arrival the rats gave
birth to a mean of eight pups. After 4 days the pups were sexed. All females, the surplus of male pups and
33 mothers were killed and a total of 175 male pups were divided among the remaining 22 mothers. At 14
and 21 days of age 150 pups were given an i.p. injection of 30 mg azaserine (Calbiochem-Behring Corp., Ia
Jolla' CA) per kg body wt, which was dissolved freshly in 0.9% NaCl-solution. Twenty five control animals
received injections with 0.9Vo NaCl solution only. Directly after the second injection the animals were
weaned and randomly allocated to 5 groups of 35 animals each (five 0.9Vo NaCl-t¡eated controls plus 30
azase¡ine-treated animals).

Table I Weight percentage composition of the AIN76 diet and the percentage of fatty acid composition of
the oils"

Dietary component Fatty acid Safflower Sunflower oil
oil

Casein

DL-Methionine

Wheat starch

Cellulose

Choline bitartrate

AIN76 minerals

AIN76 vitamins

CaHrPOo

Fat

Total

25.00

0.38

35.72

6.25

0.25

4.38

1.25

7.77

25.00

100.00

C14:0

C16:0

C16:1

C18:0

C18:1

Cl9:2

C18:3

C20:0

C20:1

C22:0

0.1

7.0

0.1

0.3

0.3

0.2

0.2

0.1

3.8

0.1

76.0

2.6 4.0

13.1 82.6

99.9 99.9

7.7

0.1

0.3

0.2

0.9

"The diets were prepared freshly every 2 months. All diets were stored in sealed, nitrogen-flushed plastic
bags at -20'C until use.

Hundred seventy five four-week old Syrian golden hamsters were obtained from Harlan-CpB, Austerlitz,
The Netherlands. The hamsters were kept in macrolon cages, 5 animals per cage, on a softwood bedding and
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under standard laboratory conditions. During the initiation phase the hamsters were fed a standard laboratory

chow. At 5, 6 and 7 weeks of age 150 hamsters received a s.c. injection of 20 mg N-nitrosobis(2-

oxopropyl)amine (BOP; Nacalai Tesque Inc., Kyoto, Japan) per kg body wt, which was dissolved freshly in
0.9% NaCl-solution. Twenty five control animals received injections with 0.9Vo NaCl-solution only. Directly
after the third injection the animals were randomly allocated to 5 groups of 35 animals each (five 0.9Vo

NaCl-treated controls plus 30 BOP-treated animals).

Diets. One week after the last injection the animals were maintained on an AINTó diet high in fat (25

wtVo;Table 1). The fat was blended to contain an increasing percentage of linoleic acid by mixing high

linoleic safflowet oil (Unilever, Vlaardingen, The Netherlands) with high oleic sunflower oil (TrisunrM;

Contined, Bennekom, The Netherlands). The (calculated) dietary levels of linoleic acid over the five
experimental groups were 2,4,6, L0 and 15 wtVo. After reextraction of the oil mixtures, the prepared diels

actually contained2.O,3.8,5.9,9.9, and 15.0 wtTo of linoleic acid, respectively. The fatty acid compositions

of the oils are summarized in Table 1. The diets were prepared freshly every two months and were stored in

sealed, nitrogen flushed plastic bags at -20"C until use. Food and drinking water were available ad libitum.
Monitoring ând autopsy. Body weights and food intake were recorded weekly during the first 3 monthr

and monthly thereafter. The general condition and behaviour of the animals were checked daily. Two rats

died during the study (at day 54 and 104, respectively). Their cause of death could not be established due to

severe autolysis and cannibalism. Sixty seven hamsters (38%), involving all groups, did not reach the end of
the study. Forty seven of these animals (20 found dead and 27 killed in extremß) were included in the

results. Their effective stay in the study was at least 250 days. The 20 remaining animals were excluded

from the results due to very early death (before day l7l), autolysis or cannibalism.

Terminal autopsy was performed at day 188 and 189 (rats) and af day 37L and 372 (hamsters) after the

last injection with carcinogen. The animals were anaesthetized with ether, exsanguinated by cannulating the

abdominal aorta and examined for gross pathological changes. The blood was collected in heparin-containin¡

tubes and centrifuged al 1700 g/4"C for 20 min. The plasma was kept at -80"C until analysis. The entire

pancreas, liver, kidneys and all gross lesions were excised. The pancreâs and liver (rats) or the pancreas onlJ

(hamsters) of each animal were weighed. All pancreata and all grossly observed abnormalities suspected of
being tumour were fixed in 10% buffered formalin. About one{hird of the pancreas of 2 animals per cage

was snap-frozen in liquid nitrogen and stored at -80"C until fatty acid or prostaglandin analysis. The

remaining two-thirds of these and all other pancreata were processed for microscopy by conventional

methods, step-sectioned at 5 ¿rm (about 6 sections per pancreas), stained with haematoxylin and eosin (H&E'
and examined by light-microscopy.

A total area of 100-200 mm2 of pancreatic tissue was examined per rat. Atypical acinar cell foci
(AACF), acinar cell adenomas, localized carcinomas (carcinoma in situ, CIS) were identified and classified

according to the c¡iteria of l,ongnecker (16) and P.ao et al. (17). The diameter of the nodule transections war

determined by using an intra-ocular grid as described previously (18).

In hamster pancreas, borderline lesions, carcinomas in situ and ductular adenoca¡cinomas were classified

according to the criteria of Meijers et al. (19) and Pour et al. (20)

Analytical procedures. Fatty acids. Pancreatic microsomes were prepared by homogenizing 100-200 m¡

pancreatic tissue in 0.1 M Tris-KCl buffer, pH 7.4. Subsequently, the homogenate was centrifuged at 10,000

g for 30 min and the supernatant was centrifuged at 105,000 g for 60 min. The microsomal pellet was

tesuspended in 300 ¡zl buffer and stored at -30"C until fatty acid analysis. Total lipids were extracted fiom
50pl aliquots ofpancreatic microsomes or from 100p1 aliquots ofblood plasma as described by Folch ef
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al. (21). Fatty acid composition was determined by GLC. The samples were eluted on a capillary BD23
column (J&W Scientific) after saponification with NaOH in methanol and transmethylation of the fatty acids
with borontrifl uoride-methanol.

Prostaglandins. Pancreatic tissue (100-200 mg) was homogenized in 0.1 M PBS (ph 7.4)containing15%
methanol and applied to Sep-pak C-18 columns (J.T. Baker Inc, Phillipburg, NJ, USA). After washing with 6
ml I5Vo methanol/PBS and 6 ml petroleum ether, the samples were eluted with 6 ml methanol. After
evaporation of the methanol under Nr, the samples were dissolved in 1.0 ml buffer and subsequently
analyzed by using enzyme immunoassay kits for PGE2, pGFr",6-keto-pcF,"and rXBr(cascade Biochem
Ltd, Reading, UK).

Statistics. Food and energy intake and body and pancreatic weights were statistically evaluated by two-
way analysis of variance followed by Dunnetts test, prostaglandin levels were evaluated by analysis of
variance followed by Student's t tesl, the number of pancreatic lesions was evaluated by two sample I test or
by one-way analysis of variance followed by linear trend tests with orthogonal contrasts. The number of
tumour bearing animals (incidence) was analyzed by 12+est. Fatty acid compositions were evaluated by two-
way analysis of variance using percentage of dietary linoleic acid and carcinogen-treatment as factors, and by
one-way analysis of variance followed by linear trend tests with orthogonal contrasts.

Results

Food consumption and body and pancreatic weights

Mean food consumption was similar among the experimental groups (rats: 12.7-13.0
glanimallday; hamsters: 5.1-6.0 glanimallday). Mean body weight gain showed no
significant differences among groups (Fig 1). Body and pancreatic weights at autopsy were
similar among the diet groups and are summarized in Table 2.

Microscopy

Rats. Both acidophilic and basophilic AACF were identified in pancreatic tissue of
azaserine-treated rats. Basophilic AACF were not scored because they were too scarce to
justify evaluation. The microscopic data on acidophilic AACF, which are summarized in
Table 3, show that the area and volume as 7o of pancreas occupied by AACF tissue is
highest in the group fed 47o dietary LA. At higher levels of LA in the diet the area as 7o

pancreas occupied by acidophilic nodule tissue had decreased rather than increased in
comparison with the 47o LA diet group. Furthermore, rats maintained on the 47o LA-diet
developed significantly (P<0.05) more acidophilic AACF with a diameter between 1 mm
and 3 mm than rats in the diet groups containing more than 4% LA (Table 4). The number
of carcinomas was also higher in the 4vo LA-group in comparison with the other groups,
although the difference did not reach the level of statistical significance. No significant
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Rats

Experlmental wooks

Hamsters
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Figure 1. Body weight gain of azaserine-treated rats and BOP-treated hamsters maintained on a high fat die

containing increasing levels of linoleic acid for 6 and 12 months, respectively. O,2Vo LA; t,4%
LA; a,6Vo LA; v,70Vo LA;2,75Vo LA.
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Table 2 Body and pancreatic weights at autopsyu
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Rats Hamsters

Body wt (g) Pancreatic wr (g) Body wr (g) pancrearic wt (g)

Diet group Controls AzaÞ-ttealed, Controls Aza-treated Confols BOp-treated Controls Bop-treated

2vo LA 494!7 (s) 50017 (30) 1.1410.06 (5) 1.23!0.04 (30) t46!6 (4) 16015 (20) 0.39j0.03 (4) 0.35j0.03 (17)

4vo LA 48316 (s) 48e!8 (29) 1.0110.0s (5) t.26x0.04 (2s) 1s3r5 (3) 1sst3 (18) 0.32r0.0s (3) 0.4s!0.02 (17)
6Vo LA 48018 (5) 49618 (30) 1.2110.16 (s) 1.21r0.0s (30) 1581s (s) Is3!3 (22) 0.4410.05 (5) 0.44!0.02 (zz)

1,0Vo L'A 482!9 (s) 492!6 (29) 1.0710.05 (5) 1.20!0.04 (29) 16814 (3) 1s8t4 (13) 0.4010.06 (3) 0.37!0.02 (t1)
Lsvo LA s03!9 (s) s0sr7 (30) 0.e6r0.08 (s) 1.24r0.0s (30) 143!7 (s) 15615 (ts) 0.3310.0s (5) 0.s1r0.04 (14)

'Values are means t SEM (N). Statistics: analysis of variance plus Dunnett,s tests.
bAza, azaserine.
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linear trend could be observed in number of lesions in rat pancreas with increasing dietary

LA.
Hamsters. The total number of ductular carcinomas in hamster pancreas was highest ir

the group fed 27o dietary LA and was significantly (P<0.05) higher as compared to the

group maintained on 67o LA (Table 4). No significant linear trend could be observed in

number of pancreatic lesions with increasing dietary LA. The incidence of pancreatic

tumours (carcinoma in situ + adenocarcinomas) was also highest i¡ the ZVo LA group in

comparison with the other groups, although no significant differences were observed whe¡

analyzed by 12-test.

Fatty acid composition of blood plasma and pancreatic microsomes

Untreated yers¿s carcinogen-treated animals. Two-way analysis of variance revealer

significant differences between control animals and carcinogen-treated animals for most

fatty acids in both plasma and pancreas (Tables 5 to 9). Azaserine-treated rats exhibited a

higher level of C18:2 along with lower levels of C18:3 (o-6) and C20:4 in plasma in

comparison with controls. Remarkably, in hamsters the opposite was observed: BOP-

treated hamsters demonstrated a lower level of C18:2 along with higher levels of C18:3

(oú) and C20:4in both plasma and pancreas, in comparison with controls. Azaserine-

treatment caused almost no differences in fatty acid profiles of rat pancreas.

Effects of dietara LA on fatty acid composition of plasma and pancreas. The

complete fatty acid profiles of plasma and pancreas of rats and hamsters are given in

Tables 5, 6,7 and 8, respectively.

In plasma as well as pancreatic microsomes of both species LA significantly increased

(P<0.001) with increasing LA concentration in the feed. This dose related increase of LA
was accompanied by a significant decrease (P<0.001) in oleic acid (OA). AA in rat plasm

increased significantly (P<0.001) with increasing dietary LA, whereas AA levels in

pancreatic tissue of rats as well as in plasma and pancreatic tissue of hamsters remained

constant. C16:ltrans decreased significantly (p<0.01) in plasma and pancreas of both

species. C18:3 (o-6) increased significantly (P<0.001) in plasma, but remained unchangec

in pancreas of both rats and hamsters.

The effects of dietary LA on five of the most relevant fatty acid profiles are depicted

in Figures 2 and3. Parts of all grossly visible hamster tumours were analyzed for fatty

acid profiles and prostaglandins. Microscopic examination of the grossly visible pancreatir

lesions indicated that the number of adenocarcinomas in the 27o LA group was high

enough to justify statistical analysis. It appeared that the fatty acid profile in tumour tissur

was similar to that in no¡mal tissue. Marginally significant increases were found in
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Table 3 Effects of increasing levels of linoleic acid on development of acidophilic atypical acinar cell foci induced in rat
pancreas by azaserine'.
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Observed transection data of
foci

Calculated volumetric data of foci

no./cm3 with mean diameter (pm)

Diet Total no./cm2 Transection area 272.5 385 545 770
group (rr,)

1090 Total Mean diameter A¡ea as To

no./cm3 A^ù of pancreas
Yol. as Vo

of
pancreas

1,.72

L.9t

t.25

t.6l

t.43

Yalues a¡e means; standard erors are taken into account in the stâtistical calculations, but are omitted fiom the table for reasons of clarity. Data
are based on haematoxylin- and eosin-stained paraffin sections. The untreated controls showed no histological abno¡malities in the pancreai based
on H&E-stained paraffin sections. Statistics: analysis of variance followed by Student's t tests (2-taited)f nt/ulu", with different superscripts are
significantly different (P<0.05).

2Vo LA

4Vo LA

6Vo LA

lÙVo LA

L5Vo LA

34.7

34.0

28.2

30.1

28.s

0.148

0.163

0.L32

0.t52

0.t4'7

lt67

1106

t073

1024

1006

386

389

359

379

371

5.61

6.28

4.04

5.28

4.64

507

454

550

458

45s

11,

))

10

1.6

15

381 222b 46

4t0 l63be 57

372 118" 23

36t 137" 52

379 722' 3s
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Table 4 Number of pancreatic lesions in azaserine-treated rats and BOP-treated hamsters maintained on a high fat diet
containing increasing levels of linoleic acid for 6 or 12 months, respectively.

No- of lesions

@re)neoplastic lesions observed 2Va LA 6% LA l0Vo LA 75Vo LA

Rats

No. of animals

No. of tumour-bearing animals (7o)"

AACF (1<Ø<3 mm)

Adenoma (Ø>3 mm)

Carcinoma i¿ sifz

Acinar adenocarcinoma

Hamsters

No. of animals

No. of tumour-bearing animals (7o)

Borderline lesion

Carcinoma in situ

Ductular adenocarcinoma

Total no. of carcinomas (av.)

30

4 (13)

1gb'"

2

J

1

28

12 (43)

17

J

t7

14 (0.50)b

29

6 (2r)

30"

1

7

0

24

s (20)

7

2

4

6 (0.25)be

30

1 (3)

gb

J

0

1

27

5 (1e)

27

2

J

s (0.1e)"

29

4 (14)

\2b

7

6

0

22

8 (36)

t2

5

4

9 (0.41)br

30

3 (10)

l2b 0.1,12

0 0.347

3 0.678

0 0.615

26

6 (23)

19 0.361

2 0.692

6 0.321

8 (0.31)b'" 0.528

'Tumour-bearing animal, animal that bears one or more carcinoma (in situ) i¡ the pancreas. Statistics: l-way analysis of variance plus linear hend tests

(orthogonal contrasts); ¡2-test (no. of tumour-bearing animals) or 2-sample t test (no. of lesions); o'"groups with different superscripts are significantly

different (P<0.05).
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o/o Dislary llnolelc ac¡d90 Dietary linoleic acrd

Figure 2. Fatty acid profiles in plasma of rats and hamsters as a function of dietary linoleic acid. O, C16:0;

O, C18:0; l, C18:1; v, C'18:2; 4 C20:4. Values are meâns t SEM (N=3).

C16:ltrans and Cl8:0 levels (P<0.05; data not shown).

Prostaglandins. In rats and hamsters, PGE2-, 6-keto-PGF,"-, PGF2.- and TXBr-levels
in pancreatic tissue of carcinogen-treated animals were not different among the diet groups

(Figures 4 and 5). However, in BOP-treated hamsters, 6-keto-PGF,"-, PGF2.- and TXB,-
levels, but not PGEr-levels in pancreatic tumours were significantly elevated (P<0.001,

P<0.05 and P<0.05, respectively) in comparison with non-tumorous pancreas of BOP-

treated hamsters (Fig 5).

Discussion

The main purpose of the present study was to find out whether increasing levels of

Saline-treated rats

Azaserine-trealed rats

81



Chapter 5

Saline-treated hamsters Saline-treated rats

'Ë 
+o

*30

BOP-treated hamsters

6 I 10

7o Dlelary linolo¡c acid

Figure 3. Fatty acid profiles in pancreas of ¡ats and hamsters as a function of dietary linoleic acid. O,

C16:0; O, C18:0; I, C18:1; v, Cl8:2;2, C20:4. Values are means t SEM (¡/=3).

essential polyunsaturated fatty acid (in fact LA) proportionally enhance the development of
putative (pre)neoplastic acinar lesions in the pancreas of azaserine-treated rats and ductular
(pre)neoplastic lesions in the pancreas of BOP-treated hamsters. Since dietary fat has a
strong promoting effect on pancreatic carcinogenesis, the amount of fat in the diets of the

various groups was kept at a constant high (25 wtTo) level. To obtain an increasing
concentration of LA in the high fat diet without influencing the chain length of the fatty
acids, high linoleic safflower oil (ca. 757oLA) was blended with high oleic Trisun
sunflower oil (ca. 807o OA). The results of the present studies demonstrate that 2 and 4

wt7o LA in a high fat diet of hamsters and rats, respectively, give the strongest tumour
response. Higher concentrations of LA resulted in a decrease rather than an increase in
tumour response, indicating that above a certain threshold a dose-effect relationship

between dietary LA and tumour response does not exist as far as the growth of pancreatic

82
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Table 5 Fatty acid composition of plasma of untreated and azaserine-treated rats maintained on a high
fat diet containing increasing levels of linoleic acid for 6 monthsu
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Dietarv linoleic acid

2Vo 4Vo 1\q^

Fatty acid Saline Azaserine Saline Azaserine Salinetreated treated treated treated treated
Saline Azaserinet Saline Azaserine
treated reated treâfed !1c^têr7

Azase¡ine
treated

c74:0 0.2J0.0 0.310.0 0.210.0 0.310.0 0.2+0.0 0.310.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 NSb

c16:0 12.4!0.4 12.3!0.6 11.910.0 72.0!0.2 12.3!0.3 11.610.1 L2.6!0.3 12.7!0.4 t2.g!0.7 i,3.6!o.3 NS
C76:ltrans 1.010.1 0.910.1 0.8+0.0 0.7+0.1 0.510.0 0.5=0.0 0.510.0 0.510.1 0.210.0 0.410.1 <0.001

C16:1cr 0.3+0.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.110.0 0.2:0.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.110.0 0.210.0 NS
C18:0 14.010.5 72.3!0.6 15.4+0.5 13.2!0.3 15.810.4 l2.l!o.o 16.2!0.5 15.010.7 15.810.3 tz.4!o.t NS
C18:1 38.810.9 46.8+0.4 31..4!1.2 36.2!1.L 26.2!0.6 34.7+0.3 1.7.6+7.0 19.7+1.3 9.510.6 13.7!0.3 <0.001

cl,8:2 5.4+0.3 7.2!0.3 8.3+0.2 1.7.2!0.5 15.3É0.3 16.510.3 t6.7!0.5 18.010.4 zt.o!l.s 2g.l!0.9 <0.001

Cl8:3cis6,9,12 0.310.0 0.3i0.0 0.410.0 0.310.0 0.4+0.0 0.310.0 0.710.0 0.610.0 0.710.0 0.710.0 <0.001

C20:0 0.110.0 0.210.0 0.110.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.2!0.0 0.210.0 0.110.0 0.110.0 0.210.0 NS
C20:7 0.4+0.0 0.410.0 0.330.0 0.410.0 0.410.1 0.310.1 0.510.3 0.310.3 0.210.0 0.2!0.0 NS

C20:2 1.010.0 0.710.1 0.610.0 0.510.0 0.410.0 0.410.0 0.410.0 0.410.0 0.510.0 0.510.0 <0.01

C20:3 0.410.0 0.310.0 0.410.0 0.310.0 0.410.0 0.310.0 0.610.0 0.510.1 0.510.0 0.530.1 <0.01

C20:4 25.0!0.'Ì 77.8!1.0 29.6!7.0 24.3!1..1 28.4!0.7 22.8!0.2 33.5!1.4 31.4!1.4 3i.4!I.7 27.9!0.2 <0.001

C22:6 0.610.0 0.6!0.2 0.510.0 0.5t0.0 0-5t0.0 0.410-0 0.510.0 0-5+0.0 o 5+0 o o 4+o n Ns

"Values are mean 1 SEM 0'{=3); Statistics: 1-way analysis of va¡iance plus linear trend tests (orthogonal contrasts); bNS, not
significant.

cou)



0Õà

Table 6 Fatty acid composition of pancreatic microsomes of untreated and azaserine-treated rats maintained on a high fat
diet containing increasing levels of linoleic acid for 6 monthsu

I)ietaru linoleic acirl
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þt

27o 47n

Fatty acid Saline Azaserine Saline Azaserine Salinetreated treated tteated treated treated
Azaserine

treated
Saline
treâted

Azaserine Saline Azase¡ine
treated freâfed freâtêd

c12:0 1,.7!0.4 1.7!0.7 0.510.0 1.0+0.1 23!0.4 0.6t0.1 1.010.0 0.710.0 3.4!0.9 1.710.8 NSb

C14:0 0.510.0 0.810.1 0.610.1 0.010.0 0.010.0 0.610.1 1.010.1 0.810.0 0.810.0 0.5!0.2 Ns
c16:0 11.611.0 14.6!0.9 10.0+2.0 10.811.0 9.710.8 99!12 11.811.1 9.5+1.1 15.410.5 13.6+2.3 NS

C16:ltrans 7.4!0.1, 0.910.1 0.910.1 0.910.1 0.910.1 0.810.0 0.7+0.0 0.610.0 0.6+0.1 0.7t0.1 <0.01

c1,6:1,cis 0.310.1 0.310.0 0.410.1 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.2i0.0 0.3+0.0 0.2+0.0 NS

c18:0 4.8!1.2 6.811.7 2.5!0.6 4.9!0.7 4.811.1 3.2!0.6 3.510.4 2.7!0.4 6.9!0.9 6.4+'1."t NS

C18:1 65.9!3.9 56.113.1 6'7.7!5;7 61.6!2.3 59.2!1..9 61.3!3.1 44.7!2.8 49.0!2.3 25.5+0.7 26.'7!2.1 <0.001

cl8:2 6.610.3 7.010.5 11.910.3 13.2!0.9 16.610.5 17.3!0.3 28.9!t.9 30.010.8 36.6!1.0 39.1,!4.5 <0.001

cl8:3cis6,9,12 1,.1!0.2 1.2!0.5 0.2+0.0 0.6i0.1 1.110.4 0.310.1 0.410.0 0.310.0 1.610.5 1,.2!o.s NS

C78:3cis9,12,1,5 0.210.0 0.410.0 0.110.0 0.110.0 0.210.0 0.110.0 0.110.0 0.110.0 0.310.0 0.210.0 NS

C20:0 0.410.0 0.510.1 0.11 0.0 0.210.0 0.310.0 0.2i0.0 0.110.0 0.210.0 0.4!0.1 0.310.1 NS

c20:1 0.310.0 0.610.2 0.310.0 0.410.0 0.210.0 0.310.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 <0.05

C20:2 0.3+0.1 0.h0.0 0.2+0.7 0.310.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.310.0 0.2+0.0 0.510.1 0.510.1 NS

C20:3 0.210.0 0.310.0 0.110.0 0.210.0 0.2t0.0 0.110.0 0.2+0.0 0.1i0.0 0.3+0.0 0.2i0.0 NS

C2O:4 5.911.5 9.5!1.1 5.4!2.4 6.310.9 4.611.0 5.0+1.5 8.4!2.1 5.611.5 10.110.5 6.811.8 NS

C22:6 ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND

uValues are mean I SEM (N=3); Statistics: 1-way analysis of variance plus linear trend tests (orthogonal contrasts); bNS, not significant; ND, not
detected.



Table 7 Fatty acid composition of plasma of untreated and BOP-treated hamsters maintained on a high fat diet containing
increasing levels of linoleic acid for 12 monthsu
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Dietarv linoleic acid

2Vo 1ñE"

Fatty acid Saline BOP Saline BOP Salinetreated treated treated tteated treated
BOP P

frêâfed
BOP Saline BOPtfeated treated treâted

Saline
treated

ct2:0 0.2+0.0 0.210.0 0.2!0.0 0.0i0.0 0.210.0

c14:0 0.2!0.0 0.210.0 0.310.0 0-2i0.0 0.310.0

c16:0 20.2+0.6 18.810.3 2L.3!0.4 19.510.6 27.7+0.4

C76:Ttrans 0.4+0.0 0.710.0 0.4+0.0 0.6i0.0 0.510.0

C16:1cis 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0

c18:0 9.4+0.3 8.810.2 10.010.3 10.410.3 10.010.2

0.2:t0.0 0.210.0 0.010.0 0.2!0.0 0.210.0 NSb

0.2t0.0 0.2!0.0 0.1+0.0 0.3+0.0 0.210.0 NS

I9.7!O.7 27.O!O.4 79.7!0.4 20.O!O.9 20.7+0.3 NS

0.7+0.0 0.310.1 0.6+0.0 0.2+0.0 0.3+0.0 <0.001

0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.110.0 0.210.0 NS

9.5t0.3 9.810.3 l0.l+0.3 
rc.2!O.4 11.410.3 NS

C18:1 44;7!2.8 46.9+2.0 33.8!7.2 35.4!0.6 30.910.8 31.910.8 22.9!0.6 24.3!0.8 15.110.1 72.7+0.2 <0.001

Cl8:2 15.5!1,.4 13.111.6 23.2!0.7 22.0!0.1 26.1!0.5 25.8!0.7 35.610.9 32.810.5 44.8!0.7 4l.t!o.2 <0.001

C1'8:3cß6,9,12 0.410.0 0.610.0 0.610.0 0.710.1 0.610.1 1.110.0 0.910.1 1.110.1 0.910.0 1,.4!o.t <0.001

C20:0 0.1É0.0 0.110.0 0.h0.0 0.110.0 0.110.0 0.110.0 0.110.0 0.110.0 0.110.0 0.210.0 NS
C2o:1' 0.310.0 0.310.0 0.210.0 0.2+0.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.110.0 0.110.0 NS

C20:2 0.6t0.1 1.310.1 0.610.0 0.510.0 0.510.0 0.310.0 0.410.0 0.310.0 0.410.0 0.310.0 <0.001

c20:3 0.810.0 0.610.1 0.430.0 0.610.0 0.3+0.0 0.610.1 0.210.0 0.4i0.1 0.310.0 0.410.0 <0.01

C20:4 6.4!0.5 7.7!0.4 8.2!0.4 8.9!0.2 8.6!0.2 9.110.6 7.6+0.5 9.810.5 6.6!0.2 9.2!0.2 NS
c22:6 0.4t0.0 0.510.1 0.410.0 0.510.0 0.410.0 0.410.0 0.310.0 0.410.1 0.310.0 0.410.0 Ns

uValues are mean + SEM (N=3); Statistics: 1-way analysis of variance plus linear trend tests (orthogonal confasts); bNS, not significant
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ä Table 8 Fatty acid composition of pancreatic microsomes of untreated and BOP-treated hamsters maintained on a high fat

diet containing increasing levels of linoleic acid for 12 months" \
\
9t

I)ietarv linoìeic acid

BOP P
treated

BOP Saline BOP Saline BOP Salinetreâted treated treated treated treated treated
Saline BOPtreated treated

Saline
treâted

Fatty acid

C12;0 0.010.0 4.3!1,.2 0.5+0.1 3.810.5

C14:0 1.810.3 2.3!0.6 0.610,1 2.3!0.5

C16:0 15.910.6 13.5t1.6 72.4!1.2 13.010.6

C16:ltrans 0.610.1 0.810.0 0.510-0 0.8+0.0

C16:1c¡i 0.4i0.0 0-630.0 0.3t0.0 0.510.0

c18:0 8.0!0.7 9.111.8 5.510.6 8.710.5

C18:1 60.8i2.3 60.1!5.9 67.8+2.7 58.411.6

C18:2 5.2!0.2 4.2!0.1, 9.310.1 7.6!0.3

c1,8:3cis6,9,1,2 0.810.1 1,-2!0.3 0.310.0 1.110.1

C1,8:3cis9,1,2,1,5 ND 0.4J0.1 0.5Ì0.4 0.310.0

0.510.1 3.810.6 0.810.3 3.510.9 0.410.1 2.2!0.4 NSb

O;7!O.7 2.4+0.3 1.010.1 2.0!0.2 0.510.1 1.2+0.1, NS

13.311.0 14.4!0.9 11.610.5 14.510.5 12.6!0.7 13.h0.1 NS

0.5+0.0 0.710.1 0.510.0 0.6+0.1 0.3+0.0 0.510.1 <0.01

0.410.0 0.510.1 0.410.0 0.410.0 0.310.0 0.510.1 NS

5.2!0.5 9.8+0.5 4.7+0.3 8.6+0.3 4.4!0.4 6.910.8 NS

61.0!2.1 50.7!7.4 51.4!0.6 44.9!0.6 34.4+0.7 32.9+1.4 <0.001

14.8!0-2 11.010.4 27.5!0.6 20.8=0.5 .44.0!0.9 38.6+'1.9 <0.001

0.7!0.2 1.3!0.2 0.7!0.2 1.2!0.7 0.5i0.1 0.9!0.2 NS

0.2+0.1. 0.910.5 0.2+0.7 0.3+0.0 0.1+0.0 0.310.1 NS

C20:0

C20:7

C20:2

C2O:4

0.810.1 0.7!0.2 0.3+0.0 0.6+0.1 0.410.0 0.710.1 0.410.1 0.710.1 0.310.0 0.510.1 NS

0.310.0 0.410.1 0.310.0 0.310.0 0.210.0 0.310.0 0.210.0 0.310.0 0.210.0 0.210.0 <0.05

0.2!0.1. 0.210.0 0.2!0.'J. ND 0.210.0 0.210.0 0.110.0 ND 0.210.0 0-310.0 NS

4.4!0.5 2.4+0.6 1.910.8 2-8+0.3 2.7*0.8 3.4t0.5 0.8+0.1 2.6+0.2 1.8+0.5 2.2!0.7 NS

C22:6 ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND

"Values are mean t SEM (N=3); Søtistics: 1-way analysis of variance plus linear trend tests (orthogonal contrasts); bNS, not significant; ND, not
detected.



Dietary LA and pancreatic carcinogenesis

Table 9 Significance (P) of the differences in fatty acid composition in plasma and
pancreas of rats (Tables 5 and 6) and hamsters (Tables 7 and 8) evaluated by
2-way analysis of variance comparing controls with carcinogen-treated animals

Flemsferq

Fattv acid Pancreas

C1,4:0

C16:0

Cl6:Ttrans

Cl6:lcis
C18:0

C18:1

Cl8:2

Cl8:3cis6,9,12

C20:0

C20:l

C20:2

C20:3

<0.001

NS"

NS

NS

<0.001

<0.001

<0.001

<0.01

<0.05

NS

<0.05

NS

<0.05

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

NS

<0.05

NS

NS

NS

<0.01

<0.05

<0.05

NS

NS

NS

<0.05

<0.001

NS

NS

NS

NS

<0.01

<0.05

<0.001

NS

NS

<0.001

<0.01

NS

<0.001

<0.001

<0.01

<0.05

NS

NS

NSC20:4 <0.001

C22:6 NS

"NS, not significant.

AACF (rat) and pancreatic ductular lesions (hamster) is concerned. The present results are

in contrast to those of Roebuck et al. (22), who found that in azaserine-treated rats the
acidophilic AACF increased in number and size as the LA content in the diet increased.
This promoting effect of LA was particularly apparent Trom 4.47o to 8.5% dietary LA. At
higher or lower LA concentrations the tumour response did not show a clear dose-effect
relationship, indicating that 4 up to 8 wt%o LA is required for optimal enhancement of
azaserine-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis by a high fat diet.

The difference between the present results and those obtained by Roebuck et al. (22)
are most probably caused by differences in the composition of the diets used. Roebuck et
al. (22) used diets compounded by blending corn oil with a high percentage of LA with
coconut oil containing mainly short chain saturated fatty acids (c10:0, cl2:0, c\4:0 and,

Cl6:0) and only 107o C18:0, C18:1 and C18:2. In rhe presenr study LA (Cl8:2) was
exchanged for oA (C18:1). oA forms a large part of many natural dietary lipid sources
and in contrast to LA and AA cannot be converted by mammals to ro-6 fatty acids which
are known to stimulate tumour growth. Short chain saturated fatty acids are differently
absorbed and metabolized than long chain unsaturated fatty acids, leading to a difference
in the fatty acid composition of the membranes of the pancreatic cell and hence a
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ôk tcF\oF,.

Figure 4. Prostaglandin levels in azaserine-treated rats mainl¿ined on a high fat diet containing increasing

levels of linoleic acid for 6 months.
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Figure 5. Prostaglandin levels in pancreatic tumours and non-tumorous pancreas of BOP-treated hamsters

mainlained on a high fat diet containing increasing levels of linoleic acid for 12 months.
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Dietary LA and pancreatic carcinogenesis

difference in the modulating effects on carcinogenesis. It is not illogical to assume that the

difference observed between our results and those of Roebuck et al. (22) are caused by
this phenomenon, since our data clearly demonstrate that feeding increasing levels of LA
to rats or hamsters alterecl the composition of fatty acids in the plasma and the

incorporation of fatty acids in the microsomes of normal pancreatic cells as well as of
pancreatic tumour cells. Apart from changes in membrane structure and function,
metabolic processes that take place in the cell membranes and in the cytoplasm of the cell,
utilizing liberated membrane constituents may very well be influenced by alteration of the

fatty acid profile of the cell membrane. It is hypothesized that the promoting effect of a

high fat diet on carcinogenesis is the result of an accelerated formation of AA and

subsequently of PGs (10). Our results, however, indicate that AA is not formed in direct
proportion to tissue LA which may point to elongation and desaturation of fatty acids as a

strictly regulated mechanism. Furthermore, the present results are indicative of an impaired
LA metabolism in plasma due to carcinogen treatment: an inhibited LA conve¡sion to
C18:3 (o-6) and C20:4 in rats and an accelerated LA metabolism in hamsters. This
alteration may be caused by the presence of (pre)neoplastic lesions in the tissue of
carcinogen-treated animals, but no direct evidence is available for this assumption.

However, the observation points to a contrasting species difference.

The overall high relative concentration of AA in rat plasma may be the result of a

basically higher elongation and desaturation potency of rat liver in comparison with
hamster liver. The significant dose-response relationship observed between the amount of
LA in the diet and the AA concentration in the plasma of rats but not of hamsters may
also be ascribed to a difference in hepatic metabolic activity between the two species.

Interestingly, the diet groups showing a relatively high incidence of (pre)neoplastic
lesions in pancreas of both rats and hamsters contained a high percentage of OA.
Recently, Khoo el al. (23) studied the effect of stea¡ic and oleic acid on pancreatic fatty
acids and the development of AACF in azaserine-treated rats and demonstrated an

enhancing effect of oleic acid on pancreatic carcinogenesis. However, foci were absent in
the group treated with azaserine alone and in the other groups the number of foci per

pancreas observed was unusually low in comparison with the numbers of foci observed by
other workers in this field (24,25). Since OA cannot be metabolized to LA or other long
chain PUFA and PGs, the findings by Khoo et al. (23) are hard to explain mechanistically.
However, the presently observed absence of a concentration-related effect of LA on

pancreatic carcinogenesis might be due to the presence of a high concentration of OA in
the diets containing low concentrations of LA. Moreover, saturated fats such as lard and

beef tallow contain 40 - 507o OA which may be responsible for the promoting effects of
lard on pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats (26) and of beef tallow on pancreatic
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carcinogenesis in hamsters (21). The findings of Khoo et ø1. (23) and those presented in
this paper warrant further elucidation of the ¡ole of OA in the process of carcinogenesis.

Notwithstanding the possible promoting effects of OA on pancreatic carcinogenesis it
is beyond doubt that a diet high in unsaturated fat and containing at least 2-4 wtTo of Ll
has stronger promoting effects on pancreatic carcinogenesis than a diet high in saturated

fat containing a high concentration of oA. Since LA and not oA can give rise to AA an

the biologically active PGs, the role of these eicosanoids in carcinogenesis needs further
study.

The o-6 PUFA, particularly LA may give rise to PGs of the 2-series via AA. It has

been demonstrated that some of these PGs may stimulate cell proliferation (PGF,"; ref. 2

or have immunosuppressive properties (PGE,; rcf. 29) and hence may either promote

tumour growth or distu¡b inhibition of tumour development. Quantitative determination c

PG-levels in pancreatic tissue of rats and hamste¡s did not show any difference among tt
various diet groups, whereas PG levels in the ductular hamste¡ tumours observed in the
present study were significantly elevated in comparison with non-tumorous tissue, despitr

unchanged tissue LA and AA levels.

This observation suggests that PGs play a role in development of pancreatic tumours
but more research is needed to establish whether PGs are needed for the development of
putative preneoplastic lesions to tumours and, moreover, to elucidate whether <rr-3 fatty
acids have the potency to influence this process. Studies with combinations of LA and

MaxEPA are currently running in our Institute in order to find answers to these questionr
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Modulation of growth and cell turnover of preneoplastic
lesions and of prostaglandin levels in rat pancreas by
dietary fish oilr

M.J. Appel and R.A. Woutersenz

Department of Pathology, Division of Toxicology, TNO Nutrition and Food Research Institute, p.O. Box
360,37OO AJ, Zeist (The Netherlands)

Carcinogenesis, I 5, 2107 -2112, 1994

Abstract

In the present study the modulating effects of clietary fish oil (MaxEPA) on unsaturated
fat-promoted pancreatic carcinogenesis in azaserine-treated rats were investigated.
Three groups of 20 rats (each group comprised 5 saline-treated and 15 azaserine-treated
animals) were fed an AIN76- based purified diet containin g (i) 5 wt% fat, (ii) 25 wtTo fat
including 5wtVo linoleicacidor(iiD25 wtZofatincluding 5wtVolinoleicacidandg.4
wt% (20 calTo) MaxEPA for 6 months.

The number and size of pancreatic atypical acinar cell foci was significantly higher
(P<0.01) in azaserine-treated animals maintained on a high fat diet than in those fed a low
fat diet. MaxEPA did not influence the promoting effect of the high fat diet. The Labeling
Index of atypical acinar cell foci in animals maintained on both a low fat or a high
fatlMaxEPA diet was significantly (P<0.01) lower than that in rats fed a high fat diet
without MaxEPA. The linoleic acid concentration was higher whereas the arachidonic acid
concentration was lower in blood plasma and to a lesser extent also in pancreas of animals
given MaxEPA in comparison with the other groups. Furthermore, animals fed MaxEpA
showed lower 6-keto-PcFro-, PGF2.-, and TXBr-levels , but not pGEr-levels in pancreatic
tissue in comparison with the other groups.

It is concluded that a high fat diet containing5 wt% linoleic acid has a strong
promoting effect on pancreatic carcinogenesis in azaserine-treated rats. Dietary MaxEpA

This work was supported by a grant from the Dutch Cancer Society, CIVO 90_2

To whom requests for reprints should be addressed.
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did not influence the promoting effect of unsaturated fat on pancreatic carcinogenesis,

although it caused a decrease in both cell proliferation in atypical acinar cell foci and

prostaglandin levels in the pancreas.

Introduction

Epidemiological indications of the involvement of dietary fat in the etiology of variou

human cancers (1-3) have been further substantiated with data from animal studies. In
experimental mammary, colon and pancreatic cancer models dietary fat, in particular <o-6

polyunsaturated fat (PUFAT), has been shown to promote carcinogenesis in the post-

initiation phase (4-7). o-6 PUFA (mainly linoleic acid; LA; Cl8:2) may give rise to

prostaglandins (PGs) of the 2-series via arachidonic acid (AA). Some of these PGs

stimulate cell proliferation in vitro (PGFr") or have immunosuppressive properties (PGE,)

hence may promote tumour growth or prevent inhibition of tumour growth, respectively

(8,9).

Inhibitors of PG-producing cyclooxygenase, like indomethacin or carprofen have the

ability to inhibit carcinogenesis. Carter et al. (10) found that 0.004% indomethacin in the

diet blocked the promoting effect of a high fat diet on the development of mammary

tumours induced in rats by DMBA. Furthermore, they reported inhibition of mammary

carcinogenesis by dietary indomethacin in rats fed high fat diets containing 4% or 12%

LA, but not in rats fed a diet containing 0.5%LA (1 1). In experimental pancreatic

carcinogenesis, Takahashi et aI. (I2) found that the cyclooxygenase inhibitor
phenylbutazone caused a decrease in incidence and multiplicity, while indomethacin

caused a decrease in multiplicity of pancreas tumours induced in hamsters by N-

nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine. It is suggested that this anti-carcinogenic effect of inhibitor

of cyclooxygenase may be ascribed to inhibition of PG formation. This mechanism may

also play a role in the inhibitory effects of o¡-3 PUFAs from fish oil on carcinogenesis.

Both ro-3 and o-6 PUFAs are substrates for cyclooxygenase, leading to 3-series and 2-

series PGs, respectively. <o-3 PUFAs from fish oil (eicosapentaenoic acid: EPA;

docosahexaenoic acid: DHA) have been shown to inhibit tumour growth in several

experimental animal models (13). Competitive inhibition of formation of the 2-series PGs

by <rl-3 PUFAs may be responsible for the anti-tumour effects observed with dietary fish

I Abbr€viations: PUFA, polyunsaturated fatty acid; LA, linoleic acid; PG, prostaglandin; AA, arachidonir
acid; DMBA, 7,12-dimethylbenz(a)anthracene; EPA, eicosapentaenoic acid; DHA, docosahexaenoic aci
HF, high fat; LF, low fat; AACF, atypical acinar cell focus; AACN, atypical acinar cell nodule; H&E,
haematoxylin and eosin; CIS, carcinoma in situ; Ll, labeling index.
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oil.
The present study with azaserine-treated rats was performed to investigate whether

pancreatic cancer promotion by a high fat (HF) diet containing a fixed level of LA (14)
can be inhibited by fish oil (MaxEPA), using number and size of atypical acinar cell foci
(AACF) as parameter. Furthermore, the effects of dietary fish oil on cell-turnover in the
exocrine pancreas and on the fatty acid profile and PG-levels of pancreatic tissue were
studied.

Materials and methods

Animals and diets

Sixty male SPF Wistar rats were obtained from Harlan-CPB, Austerlitz, The Netherlands. Forty five
animals were given an i.p. injection of 30 mg azaserine (C-atbiochem-Behring Corp., I-a Jolla, CA) per kg
body wt, which was dissolved freshly in 0.97o NaCl-solution, at 14 and 21 days of age. Fifteen animals
received injections with 0.9Vo NaCl-solution alone. Directly after the second injection the animals were
weaned and randomly allocated to 3 groups of 20 animals each (5 saline-treated and 15 azaserine-treated
animals). The animals were kept in stainless steel cages, with wire-mesh floors and fronts, 5 animals per
cage and under standard laboratory conditions. One week after carcinogen treatment the rats were fed an
AINTó- based purified diet containing either 5 wfvo (low fat, LF) or 25 w|.vo (high fat, HF) fat.

Group 1 received 5 wtVo lard (Best Food, The Netherlands), containing a marginal (0.61 wt%) but
sufficient level of LA (15). Group 2 received HF containing 5 wtVo LA and group 3 received HFIS wt7o LA
including 9.4 wf%a Q0 calVo) MaxEPA. The diets were compounded by mixing high linoleic safflower oil
(unilever, Vlaardingen, The Netherlands) with high oleic sunflower oil (contined, Bennekom, The
Netherlands) and MaxEPA (fish oil; Seven Seas, Hull, United Kingdom). The composition of the AlN76-
based diets and the fatty acid composition of the oils a¡e summa¡ized in Table 1. The diets were prepared
monthly and stored at -20"C until use. The animals received fresh feed daily to minimize oxidation of the
polyunsaturated fatty acids. Peroxide values (as measured by means of the A.O.C.S. official method in lerms
of milliequivalents peroxide per kg) of the HF/MaxEPA containing diet, stored at -20"C for 3 months, were
below 1.0 and remained below 1.0 when exposed to air at room temperaturc for 24 hours. l,onger periods of
exposure to air at room temperature caused a rapid increase of the peroxide value. Food consumption was
measured daily during the first 3 months and on 7 consecutive days per month during the remainder of the
study. The animals were weighed weekly during the first 3 months of the study and monthly, thereafter.

Three days before autopsy 5 saline-treated control rats and 5 azaserine-treated râts from each dielgroup
had an Alzet osmotic pump (Alza Corp., Palo AJto, USA, model 2001) implanted subcutaneously, containing
200 plof a BrdU solution (Sigma Chemie, Brussels, Belgium; conc.25 mg/ml). The release rate of this
pump \¡/as 1 lllh. Autopsy was performed 170 days after the last injection of azaserine. The animals were
anaesthetized with ether and exsanguinated by cannulating the abdominal aorta. Blood was collected in
heparin-containing tubes, cenlrifuged at 1700 g for 20 min. The blood plasma was stored at -80oC until
analysis. The pancreas and liver were excised and weighed. About one-third of the pancreas of 2 animals per
cage was snap-frozen in liquid nitrogen and stored at -80'C until fatty acid or prostaglandin analysis. The
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Table 1 Weight percentage composition of the AlN76-based diets and percentage fatty acid composition of the dietary lipids

t¿rd Safflower oilLF HF HFMaxEPA Fatty acidDietarv
compdnent

Sunflower oil MaxEPA

ô
\
G

o\

Casein

DL-Methionine

Wheat starch

Cellulose

Choline bitart¡ate

AIN76-minerals

AIN76-vitamins

CaH2PO4

I-ard

Safflower oil

Sunflower oil

MaxEPA

Total

<o-3lor-6 ratio

F.nersv IMJ/ksì

100.00

. 0.05

15.50

20.00

0.30

63.50

s.00

0.20

3.50

1.00

1.50

4.75

0.25

0.00

0.00

25.00

0.37

35.79

6.18

0.25

4.32

1.24

1.85

0.00

4.53

20.47

0.00

25.40

0.37

35.79

6.i8

0.25

4.32

1.24

1.85

0.00

5.04

10.53

9.43

1.8

25.6

2.9

t4.2

43.1

8.7

0.6

0.2

0.8

0.0

0.0

0.1

0.0

0.0

0.0

98.0

0.07

0.1

7.0

0.1

2.6

13.1

76.0

0.4

0.3

0.2

0.0

0.0

0.2

0.0

0.0

0.0

99.9

0.01

C14:0

C16:0

C16:1

C18:0

C18:1

C18:2 (tr:-6)

C18:3 (al-3)

C20:0

C20:l

C20:4 (ro-6)

C20:5 (ro-3)

C22:0

C22:l

C22:4 (a-6)

C22:6 (a-3)

0.1

3.8

0.1

4.0

82.6

0.1

0.3

0.3

0.0

0.0

0.9

0.0

0.0

0.0

100.0

0.01

7.1.

t7.5

9.9

4.2

12.9

4.2

0.0

t<

4.4

t.6

18.2

0.0

1..L

L.2

14.9

100.00

0.01

'1,9.70

100.00

0.63

t9.70

99.7

4.7to-3/o-6 ratio
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remaining two-thirds of these pancreata plus all other pancreata and all livers were fixed in 10% buffered
formalin. Livers and pancreata of BrdU-treated animals were fixed for 24 hours in 107o buffered formalin
followed by 72 hours in TOVo ethanol. The organs were processed for microscopy by conventional methods,

step-sectioned at 5 øn and collected on organosilane-coated slides. Parallel sections were stained with
haematoxylin and eosin (H&E) or with a monoclonal antibody against BrdU (Beckton Dickinson, CÀ USA)
and examined by light microscopy. In the H&E stained slides all pancreatic lesions were identified as

acidophilic or basophilic atypical acinar cell foci (AACF) or localized carcinoma (carcinoma in situ; CIS)
according to the criteria of Longnecker (16) and R'ao et al. (17). Basophilic AACF were not scored because

of insufficient yield. The area of the acidophilic AACF was determined by using an intra-ocular grid as

described before (18). In slides stained for BrdU the Labeling Index (LI) was expressed as the ratio of brown
stained BrdU-positive cells to blue stained normal cells. To select a random sample of acinar cells, only
nuclei that we¡e located beneath the crossings of the horizontal and vertical lines in a 20x20 intra-ocular grid
at high power magnification (400x) were counted. In normal pancreatic acinar tissue at least 1000 nuclei per
animal were counted. The L[ in AACF (mean = 9 A{CF per animal) was determined by counting a mean of
118 nuclei per AACF.

Analytical procedures

Fatty acids. Pancreatic microsomes were prepared by homogenising 100-200 mg pancreatic tissue in 0.1

M Tris-KCl buffer, pH 7.4. Subsequently, the homogenate was centrifuged at 10,000 g for 30 min and the

supernatant \¡/as centrifuged at 105,000 g for 60 min. The microsomal pellet was resuspended in 300 pl
buffer and stored at -30"C until fatty acid analysis. Total lipids were extracted from 50 pl aliquots of
pancreatic microsomes or from 100 pl aliquots of blood plasma as described by Folch et at. (19). Fatty acid
composition was determined by GLC. The samples were eluted on a capillary BD23 column (J&w
Scientific) after saponification with NaOH in methanol and transmethylation of the fatty acids with
borontrifl uoride-methânol.

Prostaglandins. Pancreatic tissue (100-200 mg) was homogenized in 0.1 M PBS (pH 7.4) containingl5Vo
methanol and applied to Sep-pak C-18 columns (J.T. Baker Inc, Phillipburg, NJ, USA). After washing with 6
ml 15% methanol/PBS and 6 ml petroleum ether, the samples were eluted with 6 ml methanol. After
evaporation of the methanol under Nr, the sagrples were dissolved in 1.0 ml potassium phosphate buffer (1.0
M; pH 7.4) and subsequently analyzed by using enzyme immunoassay kits for pGE, pGFr", 6-keto-pGF,"
and TXB, (Cascade Biochem Ltd, Reading, UK).

Results

Food consumption and body and organ weights. Food consumption of animals
maintained on the HF diets was significantly lower in comparison with animals on the low
fat diet. However, due to a higher energy content of the HF diet, mean caloric intake was

similar among LF and HF groups (Table 2). Body weights (Table 3) at autopsy were
similar among all groups, except those of the azaserine-treated rats in the HF/MaxEpA
group, which were significantly higher (P<0.01). Relative pancreatic weights were
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significantly lower (P<0.05) in the HF groups as compared to the LF group (Table 3).

Microscopy. Transectional and volumetric data of AACF are presented in Table 4.

Acidophilic AACF were found in all azaserine-treated rats whereas only two saline-treated

animals showed one acidophilic AACF in the pancreas. Animals maintained on a HF diet,

with or without MaxEPA, demonstrated more foci per cm2 e<0.001), more foci per cm'

(P<0.001) with a larger mean diameter (P<0.01), leading to a larger area as 7o of pancreas

occupied by focus tissue (P<0.001) than in LF controls. The HF group exhibited 8 AACN

with a diameter over 1 mm and 4 carcinomas in situ, whereas in the HF/MaxEPA group

these numbers were 12 and 6, respectively (Table 5). Neither AACN with a diameter over

1 mm nor carcinomas in situ were observed in the LF control group. The numbers of
(pre)neoplastic lesions were not different in both HF groups.

Table 2 Mean food and energy intake (+ SEM)".

Diet group Food (g/raVday) Energy (Ií/kg)

LF (saline-treated)

LF (azaserine-treated)

HF (azaserine-treated)

HF/MaxEPA (azaserine-treated)

5

15

1.4

15

15.6!0.2

15.7!0.2

12.6!0.1"'

12.8!0.2"'

242.4

244.0

247;7

251,.6

"LF, low fat; HF, high fat; HF/MaxEPA, high fat+9.4 wt% MaxEPA;

Statistics: 2-way analysis of variance: ".P<0.001

Labeling Index. Labeling Indices (Fig. 1) in normal pancreatic acinar cells were

similar in all three groups (values < 1.ïVo). Cell turnover in AACF was significantly

increased in comparison with normal acinar tissue (P<0.001). AACF in pancreata of rats

given a HF diet demonstrated a significantly (P<0.001) higher LI than those of the LF

control group (23.9t'1.27o vs 15.1x1.4%o). The LI in AACF of the HF/MaxEPA group

(19,2!1.t%) was significantly (P<0.01) lower than that of the HF group, but not different

from that of controls.

Fatty acids. Fatty acid composition of blood plasma and pancreatic microsomes are

summarized in Table 6. No significant differences were observed between carcinogen- anc
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saline-treated animals. The fatty acid patterns in the various groups showed variations that
were directly related to the fatty acid composition of the diets, resulting in high values of
c16:0 in the LF group, high levels of c18:1 in the HF group and high levels of EpA and
DHA in the HFMaxEPA group. Although dietary supply of LA was the same in both HF
groups, blood plasma and pancreatic tissue levels of LA were significantly higher in the
MaxEPA supplemented HF group. In blood plasma and, to a lesser extent, also in pancreas

the level of AA decreased with increasing LA levels.

Table 3 Body and organ weightsu

Absolute weight (g) Relative weight (g/kg)

Diet groupb

LF saline

azaserine

HF saline

azaserine

HF/MaxEPA saline

azaserrne

Body wt Pancreas wt

452! 4 1.1110.10

459!t3 1.3710.08

507!4'1 1..12xO.O7

488!72 1.1510.05

480!17 0.9610.10'

521,!1,1" 1.16+0.08

Pancreas wt Liver wt

2.46!0.23 25.4!0.8

2.97!0.12 27.9x0.6

2.25!0.11' 27.7!0.6

236!0.09" 26.31]0.6

2.04!0.27" 29.3!0.6

2.23!0.14" 27.8!l.l

N

5

15

5

1,4

5

15

Liver wt

11.510.4

12.8r0.5

14.I!1.6

12.8!0.4

14.110.4

14.5r0.5

'Values are means + SEM
oLF, low fat; HF, high fat; HF/MaxEPA, high far+9.4 wt% MaxEpA
Statistics: Analysis of variance + Dunnetts lests; 'P<0.05; "P<0.01

Prostaglandins. Saline-treated controls did not show different PG levels in comparison
with azaserine-treated rats fed a LF diet. In carcinogen-treated rats, pancreatic levels of 6-
keto-PGF,o e<0.01), PGFr* (P<0.01) and TXB, (P<0.05), but not of pGE, were
significantly lower in the HFMaxEPA group as compared to the HF group (Fig 2).

Pancreatic PGF o-levels were significantly higher in the HF group as compared to LF
controls (P<0.01).

Discussion

The results of the present study in which the effects of dietary fish oil on pancreatic
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Table 4 Effects of MaxEPA on dietary fat promoted growth of putative preneoplastic foci in rat pancreas
induced by azaserineu'b'"

Diet groupd N Observed transection data of foci Calculated volumetric data of foci

Õ

\
(\

o\

Total
nlcm2

Transection n/cm3 with mean diameter (øm)
area (mm'?)

Total Mean Area as

n/cm3 diameter Vo of
A.rn) pancreas

545 770 1090

LF

HF

HF,ll\4axEPA

0.55

7.032

8.172

7t0493
l87t 24t 301 21532

1g0t 54t 24t 22002

188

605r

6401

15

15

15

8.7

54.5

63.1

0.063

0.i30

0.r29

t72

511

331

55

608'z

6992

267

32gl

3581

'Values are means, bData are based on H&E stained paraffin sections, oThe untreated confiols showed no histological abnormalities in
the pancreas, oLF, low fat; HF, high fat; HFMaXEPA, high fat+9.4 wtVo MaxEPA, Statistics: analysis of variance followed by
Student's r tests (2-tailed); tP<0.01; tP<0.001; HF or HFMaxEPA vs LF. HF vs HFMaxEPA revealed no differences.
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carcinogenesis in azaserine-treated rats were investigated confirm previous findings that
polyunsaturated fat has a strong promoting effect on pancreatic carcinogenesis as
demonstrated by an increase in number and size of putative preneoplastic acidophilic
AACF as well as by an inc¡ease in cell turnover in comparison with LF controls (7,1S).
Moreover, the present results indicate that dietary fish oil did not modulate the strong
enhancing effect of a HF diet on growth of acidophilic AACF. The latter observation is in
contrast to that of O'Connor et ø1. (20), who found a significant inhibition of growth of
pancreatic AACF with a u¡-3lto-6 ratio of 0.63 in a diet containing 20 wtVo fat. In the
present study no inhibitory effect of dietary fish oil was found although the trr-3/<¡-6 ratio
varied from 0.01 in the HF group to 0.63 in the HFMaxEpA group. The difference
between our results and those observed by o'connor et al. (20) most probably can be
ascribed to an essential difference in the composition of the experimental diets used.
O'Connor varied the a-31ø-6 ratio by mixing corn oil with menhaden oil, resulting in
substantial differences in the LA content of the various diets. An increase of dietary <o-3
fatty acids was directly related to a dec¡ease in [.4 content of the diets. In the present
study the a-3la-6 ratio was increased by raising the amount of o-3 fatty acid while
keeping the rrr-6 fatty acid content at a constant level, hence avoiding confounding effects
of differences in LA content.

The increased growth potential of acidophilic AACF induced by azaserine in the
pancreas of rats maintained on either a LF or a HF diet is illustrated by a higher cell
turnover in comparison with normal pancreatic tissue. Moreover, the LI in AACF observed
in the HF group was significantly higher in comparison with the LF group, indicating an
enhancing effect of dietary fat on the growth potential of AACF.

Remarkably, in the HF/MaxEPA group the LI in the acidophilic AACF was
significantly lower than in acidophilic AACF in the HF group, notwithstanding the similar
number and size of the AACF in the two groups. However, since the LI has only been
determined at autopsy, only information has been obtained about the growth potential of
AACF 6 months after azaserine-treatment. It seems not illogical to assume that growth
curves of AACF induced in rats maintained on a diet without MaxEPA are different from
those in rats maintained on a diet with MaxEPA. Moreover, docosahexaenoic acid (DHA)
from MaxEPA may induce hypertrophy (swelling) of tumour cells, as recently has been
demonstrated by Stillwell et al. (21) in vitro. This phenomenon may, at least in part,
explain the size of AACF in the MaxEPA group. Another plausible explanation for the
apparently contradictory observations that the LI in the AACF in the HFMaxEpA group
was significantly lower than in the HF group, whereas at the same time the number and
size of the AACF were similar in both groups, may be that fish oil only has an inhibitory
effect on the carcinogenic process at a late stage of the (pre)neoplastic development. A

101



Chapter 6

study to investigate the effects of MaxEPA on azaserine-induced pancreatic cancer after a
period of 12 months is currently running at our Institute. The results of this study will be

the subject of a separate paper.

The LI in the occasionally observed basophilic AACF was similar to that found in
normal tissue (data not shown), indicating a low growth potential of this type of lesion.
This observation supports the conclusion of Rao et al. (r7) and Scherer et al. (22), that
basophilic AACF play only a minor role, if any, in the carcinogenic process.

Differences observed in the fatty acid profiles other than LA and AA are considered tc

be mainly caused by differences in the fatty acid composition of the diets and are,

therefore, not discussed.

Table 5 Number of (pre)neoplastic lesions in azaserine-treated rats maintained on a low
fat diet, a high fat diet or a high fat diet including 9.4wt%o MaxEpA fo¡ 6
monthsu

(Pre)neoplastic lesions observed" No. of lesions

HF HF/MaxEPA

No. of animals

No. of tumour bearing animals (%)

AACN (1<Ø<3mm)

AACN (Ø>3mm)

Carcinoma in siht

15

0 (0)

0

0

0

1515

4 (27)', 6 (40)'

8' 12'

0

4'

"LF, low fat; HF, high fat; HF/MaxEPA, high fat+9.4 wrvo MaxEPA; AACN, Arypicat Acinar cell Nodule;
Statistics: Pearson 1t-tests; 

-P<0.05.

The observation that animals maintained on a LF or a HF diet without MaxEpA
exhibited similar AA concentrations in blood plasma and pancreas, indicates that an

increase in amount of LA and unsaturated fat in the diet does not influence the conversion
of LA to AA. However, when LA was provided to rats in the same amount (5 wtTo) in
combination with MaxEPA (containing EPA and DHA), an increase in LA concentrations
accompanied by a decrease in AA levels in blood plasma and also, but to a lesser extent
in pancreas was observed. This apparently reduced conversion of LA to AA is most
probably due to competitive inhibition of the enzyme elongase by EPA, or to inhibition of
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N Norm. tissue

%- Focrstissue

**

Low tet Hlgh lat Hlgh fat+MaxEPA

Figure 1. Iabeling Index in pancreatic AACF and normal pancreatic acina¡ tissue of rats maintained on a
low fat diet, a high fat diet or a high fat diet including 9.4wtVo MaxEPA for 6 months. Values are
mean percentages t SEM. Statistics: analysis of variance followed by Student's t-tests. Normal
versus AACF: P<0.001. LI in AACF: '-p<0.01 (HF vs LF and HFMaxEpA).

PGE2 6koto-PGFr. PGF2o

Figure 2. Prostaglandin levels in pancreas of rats maintained on a low fat diet, a high fat diet or a high fat
diel including 9.4 wtVa MaxEPA for 6 months. Values are means I SEM. Statistics: analysis of
variance followed by student's r-tests (LF vs HF: p<0.05; HF vs HFA4axEpA: 'p<0.05, "p<0.01).
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Table 6 Fatty acid composition of blood

treated rats maintained on a low
MaxEPA for 6 months (N=6)"

plasma and pancreatic microsomes
fat diet, a high fat diet or a high

of untreated and azaserine-
fat diet including 9.4 wtVo

Pancreas

Fatty acid

Cl2:0
C14:0

C16:0

Cl6:1,trans

C16:lcß
C18:0

C18:1

C18:2 (to-6)

C18:3 (ro-3)

C20:0

C20:1

C20:2

C20:3 (<o-3)

C20:4 (a-6)
C20:5 (ro-3)

C22:6 (a-3)

LF
0.3r0.0
0.6+0.12

22.0=0.63

0.5i0.1
2.7+0.43

13.3r0.4
20.1r0.81

9.8+0.61

0.410.O'z

0.110.0

0.2+0.0

0.7+0.L3

0.5+0.O'?

27.4+1.92

n.d.

1.5+0.1'z

HF
0.310.0

0.3r0.0
72.0!0.61

0.6r0.0
0.2+0.01

14.0r0.4
30.7+1.22

12.7+0.72

0.3+0.01

0.210.0

0.310.0

0.4t0.d
0.3+0.01

27.4+1.32

n.d.

0.5+0.01

HF,MaxEPA
0.410.1

0.8+0.L2

16.8r0.1'z

0.4i0.0
1.2+0.I2

13.110.4

19.010.8'

17.6+0.43

0.310.01

0.2r0.0

0.210.0

0.2+0.11

0.9t0.d
16.010.9'

7.5!0.4
5.4+0.23

0.42

P<

n.s.

0.001

0.001

n.s.

0.05

n.s.

0.001

0.01

0.05

n.s.

n.s.

0.01

0.001

0.001

0.001

LF HF

n.d. n.d.

1.4+0.72 0.4+0.01

27.4+0.33 12.0!0.61

0.7!0.Ú 0.8+0.02

5.5!0.43 0.4+0.01

7.5+0.81 7.2!0.51

43.4!1,.9t 59.7+1.62

8.4+0.31 13.1r0.1'z

0.710.1 0.h0.1
0.210.0 0.310.0

0.310.0 0.310.0

n.d. n.d.

0.210.0 0.210.0

4.1!1.2 5.010.6

n.d n.d.

n.d n.d.

HF/MaxEPA P<

n.d.

1.2+0.12 0.001

t8.3+0.72 0.001

0.6+0.01 0.05

1.5+0.12 0.01

1,0.1!0.62 0.05

40.0+1.81 0.001

17.'1.+0.43 0.001

1.010.2 n.s.

0.310.0 n.s.

0.410.1 n.s.

n.d.

0.310.0 n.s.

3.2t0.3 n.s.

3.3r0.3
2.3!O.2

'Values are mean percentages of total fatty acids t SEM; Values of azaserine,treated rats were not differenl from untreated
conttols, therefore the datâ were pooled; Statistics: analysis of variance followed by Student's t tests; rz'3values with different
supe-rscripts_ are significantly different; n.s., not significant; n.d., not detected; LF, low fat; HF, high fat; HF/NfaxEpA, high
faf+9.4 wtVo MaxEPA
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ô6-desaturase, the enzyme that desaturates LA to y-linolenic acid, by long chain o-3 fatty
acids (23). Furthermore, it has been demonstrated that u¡-3 fatty acids compete with ol-6
fatty acids for conversion to prostaglandins via cyclooxygenase. Invitro, pGFro has been
shown to have cell proliferative properties (8), suggesting that this prostaglandin may be
involved in tumour promotion. This hypothesis is supported by the present observation that
animals maintained on a HF diet without MaxEPA demonstrated both a high level of
PGFz" in the pancreas as well as high LI in the AACF, whereas low pancreatic levels of
PGF2., as seen in the LF and the HFMaxEpA groups, correlate with low LI in AACF.

It is concluded that a HF diet containing 5 wtVo LA has a strong promoting effect on
azaserine-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats, which is not inhibited by a diet rich in
fish oil, although such a diet causes a decrease in cell turnover in AACF as well as a

¡eduction of the levels of several PGs in the pancreas.

The results of the present study warrant further investigations into the long term
chemopreventive effects of fish oil on pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats.
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Chapter 7

Dietary fish oil (MaxEPA) enhances pancreatic
carcinogenesis in azaserine-treated ratsl

M.J. Appel and R.A. 'Woutersen2, TNO Nutrition and pos¡ Researeh Inst
Department of Pathology, P.O. Box 360,3700 Al,Zeist (The Netherlands)

Submitted to Cancer Research

Abstract

In the present study the putative chemopreventive effect of dietary fish oil (MaxEpA)
on azaserine-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats was investigated. Groups of male
rats were maintained on a semi-purified low fat (LF; 5 wtTo) diet or on semi-purified high
fat (HF; 25 wt%) diets containing 5 wt%o linoleic acid (LA3) and including 0.0, 1,.2,2.4,
4'7,7.r or 9.4wtTo MaxEPA for 12 months. Animals fed a HF diet developed
significantly higher mean numbers of atypical acinar cell nodules (AACN), adenomas and
carcinomas than animals fed a LF diet. Dietary MaxEpA caused a significant (p<0.01)
dose-related increase in mean number of AACN (0.5<Ø<3.0 mm). The mean number of
adenomas and carcinomas remained similar among the groups. Cell proliferation was
significantly lower in AACN from animals fed HF containing 9A% MaxEpA in
comparison with HF withoui MaxEPA and with LF. Fatty acid analysis revealed a

significant linear increase in LA levels and a decrease in arachidonic acid (AA) levels in
blood plasma and pancreas with increasing dietary MaxEPA. Feeding MaxEPA resulted in
significant decreases in 6-keto-prostaglandin (pG) Fl" e<0.05) and pGFr" (p<0.01) in non-
tumorous pancreas, whereas PGE2, PGF2" and thromboxane B, levels were significantly
(P<0.001) higher in pancreatic tumour tissue than in non-tumorous pancreatic tissue.

This work was supported by a grant from the Dutch Cance¡ Society, CIVO 90-2.

To whom requests for reprints should be addressed.

Abbreviations: LA, linoleic acid; AA, arachidonic acid; oA, oleic acid; EpA, eicosapentaenoic acid;
DHA, docosahexaenoic acid; AACN, atypical acinar cell nodule; AACF, âtypical acinar cell focus; pG,
prostaglandin; TXBr, thromboxane Br; PUFA, polyunsaturated fatty acid;DMP,A,7,l2-
dimethylbenz(a)ânthracene; MNU, methylnitrosurea; DMH, dimethylhydrazine; AoM, azoxymethane; co,
corn oil; MO, menhaden oil; LI, labeling index.

109



Chapter 7

From the results of this study it is concluded that (i) dietary MaxEPA has no

chemopreventive effect, but on the contrary enhances dose-relatedly growth of putative

preneoplastic AACN in the pancreas of azaserine-treated rats and (ii) dietary MaxEPA

inhibits the conversion of LA to AA, as well as the conversion of AA to TXB2 or PGFro ir
non-tumorous pancreatic tissue and (iii) the high levels of PGE', PGFro and thromboxane

Brin pancreatic adenocarcinomas indicate a possible role for these eicosanoids in

modulation of tumour growth.

Introduction

It has been estimated that 30-35% of total cancer mortality in the Western world is
caused by diet related factors. It is not surprising that most of the diet related cancers are

located in the gastrointestinal tract, including the pancreas (1). In several epidemiological

studies dietary fat has been associated with increased cancer risk (2,3). Positive

associations, after controlling for total energy intake, have been found with the incidence

of breast cancer and total fat, and with colon cancer and animal fat (4-7). Epidemiology

has also revealed associations between total fat consumption and mortality of pancreatic

cancer (8-L0). The relationship between dietary fat and cancer development has become

more clear in studies with experimental animals. In animal models for colon, breast,

prostate and pancreatic cancer a high fat diet has been reported to promote tumour growth

(11-15). Polyunsaturated fatty acids (PUFA) from the <o-6 family (mainly linoleic acid;

LA; Cl8:2) have been implicated to cause this effect. In the DMBA-induced mammary

tumour model, lp et al. (16) varied the levels of dietary LA and found a threshold level of

4.47o for maximal tumour response. Similarly, Roebuck et al. (I7) reported this level to bt

in the range of 4.4-8.5% of dietary LA in the azaserine-rat model for pancreatic

carcinogenesis. However, we found rather an inverse relationship between tumour yield

and dietary LA in the range of 4-15% in the same model (18). PUFAs from the ro-3

family (abundant in fish oil) have been shown to inhibit tumour development in the

mammary, colon and pancreatic animal models mentioned above. Menhaden oil (MO)

supplemented to a HF diet caused a lengthening of the tumour latency period, as well as a

reduction in tumour incidence in MNU-induced (19,20) and DMBA-induced (2I,22)

mammary carcinogenesis in comparison to high corn oil (CO) diets.

Colon tumours are also sensitive to qualitative differences in fatty acid composition of
the dietary fat. Azoxymethane (AOM) induced colonic tumour incidence was significantly

lower in animals fed high fat diets containing mixtures of CO and MO in comparison to

CO alone (23,24). Furthermore, feeding ro-3 PUFA at a 57o level (4.7Vo eicosapentaenoic
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acid; EPA + o.3 vo LA, as ethyl esters) as sole lipid source, resulted in lower colonic
tumour incidence and multiplicity than in o-6 PUFA (5.07o LA as ethyl ester) fed animals
(25). Growth of dimethylhydrazine (DMH)-induced colon tumours could also be inhibited
by dietary fish oil (26).

Information on effects of fish oil on pancreatic carcinogenesis is scarce and comes
mainly from the studies of o'Connor et al. (27), who observed that in azaserine-treated
rats maintained on a 207o Mo diet for 4 months, the number and size of pancreatic
preneoplastic Atypical Acinar cell Nodules (AACN) were significantly reduced as
compared to rats fed a 20% CO diet. In a subsequent 4-month study they found a decrease
of the number of AACN with increasing levels of Mo in a20% fat diet (2g). However,
using the same model, we did not find any difference in AACN yield in rats fed 257o fat
diets with a constant 5% LA level, either or not containingg.4% fish oil (MaxEpA), for 6
months (29). Because of the latter unexpected and contrasting result and the paucity of
data on effects of fish oil on development of pancreatic tumours, we performed a 1,2_

month study to investigate the effects of increasing levels of MaxEpA in a Z5Vo fatl|Vo
LA diet on pancreatic tumour development in azaserine-treated rats. Furthermore, the
effects of dietary MaxEPA on cell proliferation in AACN and normal acinar pancreatic
tissue, as well as fatty acid profiles and prostaglandin levels in pancreatic tissue were
examined.

Materials and methods

Animals and diets. Fifty five one-week pregnant female Wistar rats \¡/ere obtained from Harlan-CpB,
Austerlitz, The Netherlands. During pregnancy the rats were kept solitary, in stainless steel cages fitted with
wire-mesh floors and fronts and were fed a standard laboratory chow. Two weeks (+ 1 day) after ar¡ival the
rats gave birth to a mean of eight pups. After 4 days the pups were sexed. All females, the surplus of mâle
pups and the surplus of mothers were killed and a total of 210 male pups were divided among the remaining
26 mothers. One hundred seventy five pups were given an i.p. injection of 30 mg azaserine (Calbiochem-
Behring Corp., [a Jolla, CA) per kg body wt, which was dissolved freshly in 0.9% NaCl-solution, at 14 and
21 days of age. Thirty five control pups received injections with Nacl-solution alone. Directly after the
second injection the animals were weaned and randomly allocated to 7 groups of 30 animals each (5 control
animals and 25 azaserine-treated animals). The animals were kept in stainless steel cages, with wire-mesh
floors and fronts, 5 animals per cage and under standard laboratory conditions. One week after carcinogen
treatment the rats were fed an AIN76- based purified diet containing either 5 or 25 wtVo fat. The control
group received a 5 wtVo lard (Best Food, The Nefherlands; LF) diet, containing a marginal (0.61 wtVo) but
sufficient level of linoleic acid (LA; ref. 30). The experimental groups received a high-fat (25 wïVo; HF) diet
containing 5 wrvo LA and including o.0, 1.2, 2.4, 4.7, 7 .1 or 9.4 wtvo (0, 2.5, 5, 10, 15 and 20 envo)
MaxEPA. The diets were compounded by mixing high linoleic safflower oil (Unilever, Vlaardingen, The
Netherlands) with high oleic sunflower oil (TrisunrM, Contined, Bennekom, The Netherlands) and fish oil
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(MaxEPA; Seven Seas, Hull, United Kingdom). The safflower oil, the sunflower oil and the MaxEPA
contained 0.55 g/kg, 0.44 gkg and 1.80 g/kg vitamin E, respectively. a-Tocopherol was added to all diets ar

extra antioxidant to a level of 0.450 g/kg. The composition of the AINTó- based diets and the fatty acid

composition of the oils are summarized in Tables 1 and 2. The diets were prepared monthly and stored at

-20"C until use. The animals were fed daily to minimize oxidation of the polyunsaturated fatty acids.

Peroxide values (as measured by rneans of the A.O.C.S. official method in terms of milliequivalents peroxid

per kg) of the HFl9.4Vo MaxEPA containing diet, stored at -20"C for 3 months, were below 1.0 and

remained below 1.0 when exposed to air at room temperature lor 24 hours. l-onger periods of exposure to ai

at room temperature caused a rapid increase of the percxide value. The profiles of the dietary fatty acids of
interest are depicted in Fig L. Food consumption was measured daily during the fi¡st 3 months and on 7
consecutive days per month during the remainder of the study. The animals were weighed weekly during thr

first 3 months of the study and monthly, thereafter.

Table 1 Percentage fatty acid composition of the dietary lipids".

Fatty acid t¡rd MaxEPASOSA

C14:0

C16:0

C16:1

C18:0

C18:1

C18:2 (<o-6)

C18:3 (<o-3)

C20:0

C2O:1

C20:4 (a-6)

C20:5 (ro-3)

C22:0

C22:l

C22:4 (a-6)

C22:6 (a-3)

Total

1.8

25.6

2.9

t4.2

43.1,

8.7

0.6

0.2

0.8

0.0

0.0

0.1

0.0

0.0

0.0

98.0

0.1

7.0

0.1

2.6

13.1.

76.0

0.4

0.3

0.2

0.0

0.0

0.2

0.0

0.0

0.0

99.9

0.01

0.1

3.8

0.1

4.0

82.6

0.1

0.3

0.3

0.0

0.0

0.9

0.0

0.0

0.0

100.0

0.01

7.7

17.5

9.9

4.2

12.9

4.2

0.0

2.5

4.4

1.6

1.8.2

0.0

1..1.

1,.2

14.9

99.7

4.7co-3/tr;-6 (ratio) 0.07

"SA, Safflower oil; SO, Sunflower oil (Trisun)

Monitoring and autopsy. Three days before autopsy 5 saline-treated control rats and 5 azaserine-treatec

rats from lhe LF, HFl0.ÙVo MaxEPA and the HFl9.4Vo MaxEPA groups had an Alzet osmotic pump (Alza

Corp., Palo Alto, USA, model 2001) implanted subcutaneously, conlaining 200 plof a BrdU solution (Sigmi
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Table 2 Weight percentage composition of the AlN76-based diets.
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Premix LF HF/ wtVo MaxEPA

Dietary components

Casein

DL-Methionine

Wheat starch

Cellulose

Choline bitartrate

AIN76 minerals

AIN76 vitamins

CaHrPO4

Total

LF

20.00

0.30

63.s0

5.00

0.20

3.50

1.00

1.50

95.00

HF

25.00

0.37

35.79

6.18

0.25

4.32

L.24

1.85

75.00

Premix

I-añ

Safflower oil

Sunflower oil

MaxEPA

0.lVa

95.00 75.00

4.74

0.26 4.63

-- 20.37

1,.2Va 2.4Vo

7s.00 75.00

4.67 4.69

19.15 t7.95

1.18 2.36

4.7Vo 7.1Va 9.47a

7s.00 75.00 7s.00

4.80 4.91 s.04

15.49 13.04 10.53

4.71, 7.05 9.43

100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
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chemie, Brussels, Belgium; conc. 25 mg/ml). The release rate of this pump was 1 pvh. Autopsy was
performed 343,344 or 345 days after the last injection of azaserine. The animals were anaesthetized with
ether and exsanguinated by cannulating the abdominal aorta. Blood was collected in heparin-containing tube
centrifuged at l7O0 g for 20 min and stored at -80'C until analysis. The pancreas and liver were excised anr

weighed. About one-third of the pancreas of 2 animals per cage was snap-frozen in liquid nitrogen and
stored at -80'C until fatty acid or prostaglandin analysis. The remaining two-thirds of these pancreata plus a

other pancreata and all livers were fixed in 10Vo nettral buffered formalin. Livers and pancreata of BrdU-
treâted animals were fixed for 24 hours in formalin followed by 72 hours in7\Vo ethanol The organs were
processed for microscopy by conventional methods, step-sectioned at 5 pm and collected on organosilane-
coated slides. Parallel sections were stained with haematoxylin and eosin (H&E) or with a monoclonal
antibody against BrdU (Organon Technics, the Netherlands) and examined by light microscopy. In the H&E
stained slides all pancreatic lesions were identified as acidophilic or basophilic Atypical Acinar Cell Foci
(AACF), localized carcinoma (carcinoma in situ; CIS) or invasive carcinomas according to the criteria of
l,ongnecker (31) and Rao et aL (32). Basophilic AACF were not scored because of insufficient yield. The
area of the acidophilic AACF was determined by using an intra-ocular grid as described before (33). In
slides stained for BrdU the tabeling Index (LI) was expressed as the ratio of brown stained BrdU-positive
cells to blue stained normal cells. To select a random sample of acinar cells, only nuclei that \¡/ere located
beneath the crossings of the horizontal and vertical lines in a 20x20 intra-ocular grid at high power
magnification (400x) were counted. In normal pancreatic tissue at least 1000 nuclei per pancreas were
counted. A mean of 8.8 AACF per pancreas was evaluated (without discrimination between focus size) and i

mean of 133 nuclei per AACF was counted.

Analytical procedurts. Fatty acids. Pancreatic microsomes were prepared by homogenizing 100-200 m¡
pancreatic tissue in 0.1 M Tris-KCl buffer, pH 7.4. Subsequently, the homogenate was centrifuged at 10,000
g for 30 min and the supernatant was centrifuged at 105,000 g for 60 min. The microsomal pellet was
resuspended in 300 pl buffer and stored at -30'C until fatty acid analysis. Total lipids '"vere extracted from
50 pl aliquots of pancreatic microsomes or from 100 4l aliquots of blood plasma as described by Folch e/
al. (34). Fatty acid composition was determined by GLC. The samples were eluted on a capillary BD23
column (J&W Scientific) after saponification with NaOH in methanol and transmethylation of the fatty acids
with borontrifluoride in methanol.

Prostaglandins. Pancreatic tissue (100-200 mg) was homogenized in 0.1 M phosphate-buffered saline (pt
7.4) containing 15% methanol and was applied to Sep-pak C-18 columns (J.T. Baker Inc., Phillipsburg, NJ,
USA). After washing with 6 ml 15Vo methanollphosphate-buffered saline and 6 ml petroleum ether, the
samples were eluted with 6 ml methanol. After evaporation of the methanol under N, the samples were
dissolved in 1.0 ml potassium phosphate buffer (1.0 M; pH 7.4) and subsequently analyzed by using enzyme
immunoassay kits for PGEr, PGFr", 6-keto-PGF," and rXB, (cascade Biochem Ltd, Reading, united
Kingdom).

Statistics. Food and energy intake and body and pancreatic weights were statistically evaluated by Z-way
analysis of variance followed by Dunnetts test. Prostaglandin levels were evaluated by analysis of variance
followed by student's f test. The number of pancreatic lesions was evaluated by 2-sample t test or by one-
way analysis of variance followed by linear trend tests with orthogonal contrasts. The number of tumou¡
bearing animals (incidence) was analyzed by Pearson X'z-test. Fatty acid compositions were evaluatedl:.y 2-
way analysis of variance using percentage of dietary MaxEPA and carcinogen-treatment as factors, and by l-
way analysis of variance followed by linear lrend tests with orthogonal contrâsts,
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Figure 1. Percentage of selected dietary fatty acids. O, linoleic acid; tr, oleic acid; O ,eicosapentaenoic
acid; I ,docosahexaenoic acid.

Results

Food consumption and body and organ weights. Mean food consumption of rats
maintained on a LF diet was significantly (P<0.001) higher than that in rats maintained on
a HF diet. However, due to a higher energy content of the HF diet, mean caloric intake
was similar among LF and HF groups (Table 3).

Mean body weight gain over the study showed no significant differences among the
groups (Fig. 2). Mean body weights of animals fed a HF diet were significantly higher
relative to animals fed a LF diet (P<0.05; Table 4). Azaserine treatment caused a

consistent significant increase in both absolute and relative pancreas weights in all groups
(P<0.001) in comparison with saline-treated controls. Both absolute and relative liver
weights were significantly higher in animals kept on a HF diet than in LF controls
(P<0.01 and P<0.05, respectively).

Microscopy. Feeding a HF diet significantly enhanced tumour growth in comparison
with the LF control diet, as reflected by a significantly higher number of tumour bearing
animals (P<0.001), number of AACN (P<0.01) and total number of carcinomas (p<0.05).
Including MaxEPA in the high fat diet resulted in a significant dose-related linear inqease
in number of AACN with both a diameter of 0.5 - 1.0 mm as well as a diameter of 1.0 -

100

10

l0
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3.0 mm (P<0.01). No such effect was seen on the number of adenomas and carcinomas
nor on the number of tumour bearing animals (Table 5 and Fig. 3).

cell proliferation. Labeling index in normal acinar cells was low (below r7o, Fig. 4)
and similar in all groups. The mean LI in AACN from animals fed the LF, the HF and the

HF diet including 9.4% MaxEPA was 28.4t3.2,24.8+1..7 and 15.5+1.2, respectively. cell
proliferation was significantly higher in AACN in comparison to normal tissue (p<0.001).
A high level of MaxEPA in the HF diet caused a significant (P<0.05) decrease of the LI
in AACN in comparison with AACN from both the HF diet without MaxEpA and the LF
diet.

Table 3 Food and energy consumptionu

Energy

LF

HFl0.ÙVo MaxEPA

HFlL.2Vo MaxEPA

HFl2.AVo MaxEPA

HFl4.7Vo MaxEPA

HF1T.lVo MaxEPA

HF/9.4Vo MaxEPA

15.410.3"'

72.6!0.2

-12.1!0.2

12.1!0.2

12.8!0.3

72.9!0.3

1.2.4!o.2

238.7

248.2

238.4

238.4

252.2

254.-l

244.3

'Food intake in glday per animal; Energy intake in KJ/day.

Statistics: analysis of variance, "'P<0.001

Fatty acid analyses. Fatty acid profiles of blood plasma and pancreatic microsomes
are presented in Tables 6 and7. Statistics are only presented on oleic acid (oA; c1g:1),
linoleic acid (LA; c18:2), arachidonic acid (AA; c2o:4), eicosapentaenoic acid (EpA;
c20:5) and docosahexaenoic acid (DHA; c22:6). Additionally, for reasons of clarity, the
profiles of OA, LA, AA, EPA and DIIA are depicted in Fig. 5.

In blood plasma the levels of AA (c20:4) and DHA (cz2:6) were significantly higher
in saline-treated versus azaserine treated rats (P<0.001). In pancreatic microsomes the level
of OA (C18:1) was significantly higher (P<0.05) and the levels of AA (C20:4), EpA
(C20:5) and DHA (C22:6) were significantly lower (p<0.001, p<0.05 and p<0.001,

respectively) in saline-treated rats in comparison with azaserine-treated rats.
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Figure 2. Body weight gain of azaserine-treated rats maintained on a low fat diet or a high fat diet

containing increasing levels of MaxEpA for 12 months. I, LF; V, HFl}.\Vo MaxEpA; O,
HFll.2Vo MaxEPA; ¡,HFl2.4Vo MaxEPA; Ç,HFl4.7Vo MaxEpA; O,HFfi.tVo MaxEpA; tr,
HFl9.4Vo MaxEPA.
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Figure 3. Number of (pre)neoplastic lesions in the pancreas of azaserine-treated rats maintained on a high
fat diet containing increasing levels of MaxEPA for 12 months. Statistics: Analysis of variance
followed by linear trend tests (orthogonal contrasts).
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Table 4 Body and organ weight at autopsyu

\
(\
I\

Absolute weight (g) Relative weieht (g/ke)

Diet groupb Body wt" Pancreas wtd Liver wt" Pancreas wtd Liver wt"

LF

HFl0.0% MaxEPA

HFll.2Vo MaxEPA

HFl2.4Va MaxEPA

HFl4.7Va MaxEPA

HFl7.1,Vo MaxEPA

HFl9.4Vo MaxEPA

5 546t22

25 546110

4 588!24

22 577!12

5 584136

21 5'.70!73

5 566131

23 59L!77

4 632!41

24 595116

5 637!51,

23 613!1,4

4 643!53

22 572!77

1.07r0.06

7.4'7!0.06

1.0710.08

1.80r0.14

0.9310.07

1.57r0.10

1.26t0.07

1.79r0.18

1.32!0.20

1.96r0.15

1.04r0.09

1.7810.11

1.0410.11

1.9510.15

1.97!0.12

2.69!0.1,0

1.814.06

3.1310.19

1.58È0.06

2.76!0.16

2.23!0.71

2.98!0.21

2.17!0.44

3.28!0.22

1.68!0.22

2.87!0.15

1.65!0.25

3.37!0.20

sal

aza

sal

aza

sal

aza

sal

aza

sal

aza

sal

aza

sal

aza

12.2!1.0

14.010.4

15.1r0.8

14.6i0.5

14.6!0.9

14.7!0.5

1,4.6!1.3

15.7!0.6

16.3x1,.2

15.7r0.6

16.5r1.5

16.4!0.5

18.8i1.9

16.2!0.7

)) a+l )

25.7!0.5

25.6!0.4

25.4!0.6

249!0.3

25.8!O.6

25.6!1.3

26.5!0.5

25.8!0.6

26.2!4.5

25.9!0.8

26.7!0.5

29.1!0.8

28.1r0.8
uValues are means ! SEM; bLF, low fat; HF, high fat; sal, saline-treated; aza, àzaserine-treàted
Statistics: analysis of variance + Dunnetts tests:rP<0.05 (LF versus HF)l dP<0.001 (sal uersas aza); "P<0.01 (LF uerszs HF)



Table 5 Incidence and number of pancreatic (pre)neoplastic lesions

or a high fat diet including 0.0, 1.2, 2.4, 4.7, 7.I or 9.4 wtVo

in azaserine-treated rats maintained on a low fat diet
MaxEPA for 12 months.
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Mean no. of (pre)neoplastic lesions"

LF HFI wtVa MaxEPA

No. of rats

Incidence (7o)b

AACN (0.0<ø<1.0 mm)

AACN (i.0<ø<3.0 mm)

Adenoma ( Ø>3.0 mm)

Carcinoma in situ

Adenocarcinoma

Total carcinoma

25

1 (4)'

0.76+0.232

0.6810.483

0.16r0.16

0.04r0.04

0.0010.00

0.04+0.043

0.0Vo

22

e (41)

11.0012.38

8.82!2.78

0.5910.46

036!0.20

0.55r0.17

0.9110.33

7.2Vo

2L

e (43)

13.8113.00

9.46!2.14

0.55!0.23

0.46!0.22

0.23!0.09

0.68r0.23

2.4Vo

23

10 (43)

18.54!2.55

Ll.67!2.21,

0.29!0.11,

0.50r0.21

0.21!0.09

0.71!0.23

4.7Vo

24

14 (s8)

20.77!3.12

17.7I!2.89

0.79!0.25

0.76!0.21

0.6810.18

t.44!0.33

7.1,Vo

23

13 (s6)

1,7.75!2.93

1,4.99!3.08

0.2510.11

0.92t0.35

0.17r0.10

1.0810.36

9.4Vo

2l

t4 (67)

22.96!3.92 0.008

18.35!4.28 0.006

0.74!0.35 0.780

0.7810.19 0.068

0.2610.09 0.357

1.04!0.20 0.275

uValues are means I SEM; blncidence, the percentage of tumour-bearing rats; ? fo¡ linear trend tests among HF groups (orthogonal contrasts).
Incidence of tumours is significantly lower in the LF $oup in comparison with the HF groups (rP<0.001; pearson 12{est). Number of lesions is
significantly lower in the LF group in comparison with the HF groups ffcO.OOf;3P<0.05; analysis ofvariance followed by Student's I test).



Chapter 7

In blood plasma and pancreas the levels of OA (C18:1) decreased and the levels of
EPA (c20:5) and DHA (c22:6) increased, parallel to the dietary supply of these fatty
acids. l,evels of LA (c18:2) increased and AA (c20:4) decreased in both blood plasma

and pancreas of saline- and azaserine-treated rats. Significant linea¡ increases were
observed in levels of LA (C18:2; P<0.001), EPA (C20;5; p<0.001) and DHA (C22:6;
P<0.001) and significant linear decreases were observed in levels of oA (c18:1; p<0.01)

and AA (c20:4; P<0.001; except for c20:4 in pancreas of saline-treated rats: p=0.926).

LA (C18:2) levels in microsomes from tuirours were significantly lower in all diet
groups measured (P<0.05, at least), whereas AA (C20:4) levels we¡e significantly elevater
in tumours from animals fed 2.4% and 4.7vo MaxEPA in comparison to non-tumorous
pancreas from azaserine-treated rats (P<0.01). No differences were found in EpA and
DHA profiles, except for the DHA level in tumours from the group fed 2.4vo MaxEpA,
which was significantly higher in comparison with non-tumorous tissue (p<0.001). The
profiles of LA (C18:2), AA (C20:4), EPA (C20:5) and DHA (C22:6) in pancreatic
tumours are depicted in Figure 6.

Prostaglandins. Pancreatic 6-keto-PGF,"- and PGFr"-levels were significantly lower ir
saline-treated rats maintained on the high fat diet containin g 4.77o and 9.4% MaxEPA, in
comparison to saline-treated rats maintained on the high fat diet without MaxEPA (P<0.0:
and P<0.01, for the respective prostaglandins). In azaserine-treated rats PGFro-levels were
significantly lower (P<0.05) in pancreata from animals fed9.47o MaxEPA in comparison
to those from animals fed the high fat diet without MaxEPA. pancreatic pGFro- and
TXBt-levels were inversely related to the percentage of dietary MaxEPA in both saline-
and azaserine-treated rats. Parts of all grossly visible pancreatic rat tumours were analyzec
for prostaglandins. Microscopic examination of the grossly visible pancreatic lesions
indicated that the number of adenocarcinomas in the group given high fat without
MaxEPA was high enough (1{=3) to justify statistical analysis. pGE2-, TXB2-, pGFr.-, but
not 6-keto-PGFro-levels in pancreatic adenocarcinomas were significantly elevated
(P<0.001) in comparison with non-tumorous pancreas from azaserine-treated rats (Fig. 7).

Discussion

The results of the present study demonstrated a strong enhancing effect of a high fat
(25 wt%) diet including 5 wt% LA on pancreatic carcinogenesis in azaserine-treated rats.
Moreover, including various amounts of fish oil (MaxEPA) in the high fat diet resulted in
a significant dose-related linear increase in the numbe¡ of putative preneoplastic AACN
with a diameter between 0.5 and 3.0 mm. It appeared that long-chain puFA of the or-3
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Figure 4' Labeling index of normal and preneoplastic pancreatic tissue (44ç¡¡ in rats maintained on a 5
wtVo fat AlN76-based dief, a25 wtVo fatAlNT6-based diet or a 25Vo fatAIN?6-based diet
containing 9.4 wt% MaxEPA for 12 months. Statistics: analysis of variance followed by Student's
/ tests. 'P<0.05.

series from fish oil in the diet are readily taken up by the rat, resulting in increased
concentrations in both plasma and pancreas, concomittânt with increasing concentration in
the feed' The presence of MaxEPA in the diet significantly decreased cell proliferation in
AACN and influenced the metabolism of linoleic acid, arachidonic acid and hence
prostaglandin synthesis substantially.

Mean terminal body weights were significantly lower in rats maintained on a LF diet
in comparison to rats maintained on a HF diet, pointing to a difference in energy intake. A
Iow energy intake has frequently been related to inhibition of the carcinogenic process.
However, to ascribe the presently observed differences between the development of
tumours in the HF and the LF group to a difference in energy intake is most probably not
a valid explanation, since mean body weight gain of the HF and LF groups were similar
during the whole study, except at autopsy. This observation, in combination with the
finding that caloric intake was similar among all groups led to the conclusion that
differences in energy intake in this study do not account for the observed differences in
tumorigenic response. The observed differences in tumour response must be ascribed to
the level and type of fat in the diet. The presently used HF diet (25 wtTo fat, including 5
wt%o LA) was reported to promote the growth of AACN significantly, in comparison with

't21



N)
NJ

Table 6 Fatty acid composition of plasma of untreated and azaserine-treated rats maintained on a high fat diet containing increasing

levels of MaxEPA for 12 monthsab.

Perceatage of dietary MaxEPA

0.ÙVa 1.2% 2.4Vo 4.7% 7.|Va

r\
\
ì\

Fatty acid

C14:0

C16:0

C16:ltms

C16:1cn

C18:0

Cl8:1

C18:2

C18:3 (o-6)

C20:0

C2O:1

C20:2

C20:3

CZO:4

C2O:5

C22:6

saline æa
treated treated

0.110.1 0.310.1

10.110.1 13.810.5

0.510.0 0.910.1

0.2È0.0 0.310.1

14.4!0.7 14.5!0-3

2'l-4!2.7 28.8!1.9

13.8!0.6 13.4!0.6

0.4!0.0 0.5!0.0

0.2!0.0 0.1t0.0

0.4t0.0 0.3!0.0

0.410.0 0.4!0.0

0.410.0 0.410.0

30.7!2.0 26.3!2.4

0.010.0 0.0:0.0

0.610.0 0.0!0.0

saline æa
tr€ated treated

0.2!0.1 0.2!0.0

lt.7!0.2 13.510.2

0.8i0.0 0.9!0.0

0.4!0.0 0.3!0.0

13-3!0-3 L3.2!0.2

27 -8!0.',7 28.3!1.0

14.0!0.8 15.0!0.2

0.310.0 0.4i0.0

0.010.0 0.110.0

0.410.0 0.310.0

0.310.0 0.3!0.0

0.6!0.0 0.510.0

25.0!7.0 23.3!1-l

0.7!0.1 0.810.0

4.0!0.2 3.110.1

saline æ
lreated trealed

0.310.0 0.110.0

12.t!0.2 16.r!1.2

0.6i0.0 0.910.1

0.410.0 0.4i0.0

13.2!0.4 16.2!t.l

26.7!t.6 23-3!1.0

15.210.5 14.110.8

0.3=0.0 0.310.0

0.1!0.0 0.110.0

0.3t0.0 0.210.0

0.3!0.0 0.210.0

0.710.0 0.810.0

24.0!t.t 22.2!1.4

1.5:0.0 1.3i0.1

4.2!0-2 3.4!0-3

saline æa
lreated treated

0.310.0 0.210,0

12.8!0.4 15.3!0.2

0.710.1 0.810.0

0.510.0 0.710.1

73.2!0.5 14.3!0.2

24.4!1.1 21.1t0.4

15.5!0.2 14.9t0.1

0.310.0 0.310.0

0.0!0.0 0.010.0

0.3=0.0 0.110.0

0.3!0.0 0.2!0.0

1.0{.1 0.9!0.0

22.5!0.8 24.3!0.6

2-9!0.1 2.610.0

5-4!0-2 4.010.1

0.510.0 0.110.0

13.2!0-1 17.0!0.1

0.510.0 0.710.0

0.610.1 1.110.1

13.0J0.5 12.3!0.3

18.9!0.8 ?3.4!0.9

16.810.8 16.010.3

0.4i0.0 0.410.0

0.110.0 0.1i0.0

0.210.0 0.1!0.0

0.210.0 0.3:0.0

1.0!0.1 0.910.0

23.5!7.4 18.8!1.1

5.6!0.4 4.O!O-2

5.9i0.3 4.4!0.2

saliûe æa
tr%ted treated

0.510.0 0.410.1

13.4!0.2 17.810.7

0.4!0.0 0.6i0.0

0.610.0 1.3!0.3

13.110.3 12.5!0.4

L6.7!0,3 19.4!0.7"

I7 -3!0.2 17.2!0.1"

0.410.0 0.410.0

0.0i0.0 0.010.0

0.110.0 0.210.0

0.2!0.0 0.2=0.0

1.110.1 0.9!0.0

23.1!0.6 17.6!0.{

6.6!0.7 6-2!0.3"

7.0!0.1 5.2!0.1'

saline Ø
treated lreated

nvalues are mem pe¡centages of total fatty acids I SEM (N=3); æa, ææenne
bstatistics: 2-way malysis of varimce or l-way analysis of vadance followed by linear trend t€sts (ofhogonal contruts)
"Statistically significant litred t¡end (P<0.001, except for C18:1: P<0.01)



Table 7 Fatty acid composition of pancreatic microsomes of untreated and
containing increasing levels of MaxEpA for 12 monthsab.

azaserine-treated rats mâintained on a high fat diet

(\

v
Þ
¡<

fu

o(\
q

ô\ñ

c:

o
OA(\

øs.

s

Percentage of dietary MaxEPA

0-07o 1,-27o 7.lVo 9.4Eo

Fatty acid

C14:0

C16:0

CI6:7trare

C16:1cr

C18:0

C18:1

Cl8:2

C18:3 (o-6)

C20:0

C20:1

C20:2

C20:3

C20:4

C20:5

C22:6

saline æa
treated treated

0.410.0 0.210.0

9.1!0.7 13.510.8

1.0!0.1 0.910.0

0.3i0.0 0.410.0

5.610.5 7.4!0.6

65.3i1.0 51.3!2.8

15,4!0.2 13.6!0.4

1.010.2 0.210.0

0.510.1 0.2!0.0

0.4!0.0 0.710.1

0.010.0 0.310.0

0.0!0.0 0.'l!0.3

1.8:0.5 8.6!1.4

0.0=0.0 0.010.0

0.010.0 0.0=0.0

saline æ^ saline
treated treated treated

0.510.0 0.3!0_0 0.610.1

13.ót1.0 tz.4!1.0 13.0!0.6

1.110.1 0.7i0.0 1.4!0.2

0.4i0.0 0.3i0.0 0.6ì0.1

7.5!0.6 7.7!0.4 7.010.1

5'1.2t1.9 52.4!1.3 56.9!1.6

15.010.3 14.7!0.5 15.6=0.1

1.6!0.4 0.2!0.0 1.610.1

0-0t0.0 0.2!0.1 0.8a0.1

0.010.0 0.510.1 0.6!0.0

0.010,0 0.2!0.0 0.010.0

0.010.0 0.4!0.2 0.0J0.0

3.110.5 5.810.5 2.0!0.3

0.2!0.1 0.3i0.0 0.410.0

0.5!0.2 1.110.0 0.410.1

æa
ûeated

0.3!0.1

14.511.0

0.810.1

0.510.0

7.7!0.3

48-4r1-O

15.2!0.3

0.1!0.0

0-Z!0.0

0.610.1

0.3r0.1

0.5!0.1

6.110.4

0.9r0.1

1-2!O-l

saline
treated

0.910.1

16.311.0

1.2!0.1

0.910.1

'7.9!0.9

50.515.6

17.010.6

1.1!0.4

O.6!0.2

0.3!0.1

0.2i0.0

0.3t0.0

3.4r0.8

1.310.3

1.O!0-2

ua
treated

0.5a0.0

13.0r1.1

0.710.0

0.610.1

8.311.1

45.6 2.7

17.8!O.2

0.310.1

0.2!0.0

0.410.0

0.010.0

0.510.0

4.2!1.2

2.1!0.7

1.7!0.5

saline
ùeated

1.2t0.0

1,7.9!1.4

1.110.1

L.4!0.2

8.6=0.6

45.5!2.8

17.0!0.2

1.5!0.1

0.7!0.1

0.0=0.0

0.0!0.0

0.0i0.0

2.3!O.4

1.4!0.3

1-OrO-z

æa
treated

0.610.0

i5.510.8

0.710.0

1.010.1

8.510.3

46.7!2.O

l7 -9!0.3

0.3=0.1

0.3i0.0

0;7.0.1

0.310.0

0.9!0.2

4.0!0.8

2.5r0.3

1.910.1

saline
treated

t.2!0.0

17.0!0.7

0.910.0

1.610.1

7.3r0.8

40.4!3.2

18.8=0.3

t.0!0.2

0.4!0.1

0.3:0.0

0.1!0.0

0.0r0.0

1.810.3

L;l!0.3

1.1!0.1

æa
treated

0.5r0.0

15.5=0.8

0.610.0

1.010.1

8.8r0.7

35.6!2-0'

20.7!0.5'

0.2!0.0

0.2!0.0

0.ó10.0

0.210.0

0.510.1

4.1!0.7

3.010.6"

2.3!0.1

'Values ae m@n percentages of total fatty acids 
= 

SEM; æ4 ææerine 0r'=3)oStatistics: 2-way æalysis of varimce or 1-way malysis of vuiance follwed'by lin€il trcnd tests (ofhogoml contræts)
"Statistically signifi@t liûeil tlend (P<0.001, except for C18:1: P<0.01, and foi C2O:4 in saline-rèated iats: p=0.926)

N)u)



Chapter 7

a low fat control diet (18,29).

In a number of studies the chemopreventive effect of dietary fish oil has been reporte

in experimental mammary gland carcinogenesis (19-22,35,36), colon carcinogenesis (23

26) and pancreatic carcinogenesis (27,28). To investigate the effects of fish oil
(containing high concentrations of <rr-3 fatty acids), most investigators used mixtures of
corn oil and fish oil or fish oil as such. Most of the studies which had the intention to
vary o-3 fatty acids in the diet, had an experimental design also resulting in a variation i
dietary o-6 fatty acid levels. Moreover, in those studies where fish oil was used as sole

lipid source, the level of o¡-6 fatty acids frequently was a deficient one. When mixtures o

corn oil and fish oil were used, LA levels were adequate, but remained in a number of
cases below 4%o.This is of particular relevance in studies concerning the effects of fish o

on mammary gland carcinogenesis, because lp et al. (16) demonstrated a positive

association between dietary LA and tumour burden up to a threshold level of around 4.49

of dietary LA. This observation has led to the hypothesis that amounts of dietary LA
below this level will result in less enhancing effects. The effects of dietary fish oil may

thus be obscured, since the effects of or-6 and ol-3 fatty acids are believed to be

antagonistic.

In colon carcinogenesis the influence of LA has not been proven beyond doubt, but it
has been found that high fat diets containing corn oil, safflower oil, beef tallow or lard
enhance colon tumorigenesis, whereas coconut oil and olive oil do not, indicating that
fatty acid composition of the diet is also one of the determining factors in colon
carcinogenesis (12). o'Connor et ø1. (27) reported that 207o Mo caused a significant
inhibition of the growth of azaserine-induced AACN in rat pancreas as compared to a 20,

CO diet. In a subsequent study (28), they varied the <o-3:r¡-6 ratio from 0.01 up to 7.0 by

mixing CO with MO and observed a significant decrease in development of AACN with
increasing ratio of <rl-3:to-6. They acknowledged that their dietary regimen also implied a

variation of dietary LA from 0.67o up to r2.07o, which is within the range where growth
of AACN is significantly increased (4.4Vo to 8.57o; ref. 16). In a previous study (18), we

varied the dietary LA levels from2.07o To 15.07o, without influencing the chain length of
the fatty acids, and observed an inverse rather than a positive dose-response relationship
between LA and AACN development. In order to minimize the number of variables and

their possible confounding effects, it seems of paramount importance to keep LA in the

diet at a constant level when investigating the effects of other variables such as dietary
fish oil. The results of the present study demonstrate an enhancing rather than an

inhibitory effect of MaxEPA on growth of AACN whereas no significant effect on

development of pancreatic carcinomas was found. The present contradictory results in
comparison to those of other studies (27,28) can, in our view, be ascribed to our study
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Figure 5. Fatty acid profiles in plasma and pancreatic microsomes of saline- and azaserine-treated rats as a
function of dietâry MaxEPA. o, c18:1; r, c18:2; o, c2o:4; E, c20:5; r, c22:6. values are
means t SEM (N = 3). Statistics: Analysis of variance followed by linear trend tests (orthogonal
contrasts). significant linea¡ trend for c18:1 (p<0.01), c18:2 (p<0.001), c20:4 (p<0.001; except
c20:4 in saline rreated rat pancreas: p=0926), c20:5 (p<0.001), c22:6 (p<0.001).

design in which dietary LA is kept constant. The present results also emphasize that an
enhancing effect on growth of early stages in pancreatic carcinogenesis (AACN), does not
necessarily lead to more carcinomas. Consequently, a long-term (12-15 months) study is
needed to establish the modulating effects of dietary or other factors on pancreatic
carcinogenesis. Short-term (4-6 months) studies may be suitable to study certain steps in
pancreatic carcinogenesis, but a long-term study is needed to find out the implications for
the development of pancreatic carcinomas. The observation that after 12 but not after 6
months (29) an enhancing effect of fish oil on the growth of AACN is seen, suggests that
fish oil modulates pancreatic carcinogenesis in azaserine-treated rats only after a rather
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Figure 6. LA (C18:2), AA (C20:4), EPA (C20:5) and DHA (C22:6) levels in microsomes of pancreas

tumouts (O) and non-tumorous pancreas (I) of rats maintained on a high fat diet containing

increasing levels of MaxEPA.

long period of feeding. Moreover, it can not be excluded that prolonged feeding of diets

high in MaxEPA for over L2 months finally also will modulate development of pancreati

carcinomas.

The significantly higher LI of the acidophilic AACN ver,sus normal acinar tissue, as

observed in the present study, is in agreement with the previously observed high growth

potential of these putative preneoplastic lesions (32). Although MaxEPA caused a dose-

related increase in number of AACN, the LI of AACN in the pancreas of animals

maintained on the HF diet including 9.47o MaxEPA was significantly lower than the LI r

AACN present in the pancreas of rats fed the HF diet without MaxEPA. However, when

only the LI of the AACN with a diameter over 0.5 mm were compared, the significant

difference between the HF and the HFMaxEPA group disappeared. On the other hand, t
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Dietary MaxEPA enhances pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats

LI of AACN smaller than 0.5 mm observed in the HFMaxEpA group was significantly
lower than that of the HF group, suggesting that MaxEPA influenced cell proliferation
mainly in small AACF, whereas cell proliferation of larger lesions is not influenced any
more' It seems that the effect of dietary MaxEPA depends on the stage of the carcinogenic
process: at an early stage MaxEPA inhibits cell proliferation, leading to a decreased
growth of AACF (28), whereas at a later stage MaxEPA enhances rather than inhibits
growth of AACN (29). Furthermore, it appears that MaxEpA has no effect on the
development of carcinomas, which occurs at a late stage of the carcinogenic process.

The main compositional changes in fatty acids in blood plasma and pancreas as a
result of increasing MaxEPA in the diet were a decrease in OA (Cl8:1) and increases in
EPA (C20:5) and DHA (C22:6). An increasing level of dietary MaxEPA caused a shift in
the ratio of EPA:DHA from equal or higher than 1 towards an EPA:DHA-ratio of equal or
less than 1, both in plasma and pancreas. An explanation for this interesting observation
may be formation of DHA from EPA. This newly formed DHA accompanied by DHA
from the diet accumulates, resulting in higher DHA levels than EPA levels in plasma and
tissue (37). Furthermore, the presently observed fatty acid profiles show that feeding
MaxEPA causes a decrease of AA (c20:4) levels in both blood plasma (saline- and
azaserine-t¡eated rats) and pancreatic tissue (azaserine-treated rats), which can be ascribed
to either replacement of AA by EPA (37) or to an inhibition of the LA-converting enzyme
ð6-desaturase by EPA and/or DHA (38). Evidence in favour of the latter process is given
by the observed increase in plasma and pancreatic levels of LA in MaxEpA fed animals,
although the amount of LA in the diet was kept constant.
The differences between fatty acid profiles in pancreatic tumours and non-tumorous tissue
indicate an accelerated turnover of LA to AA in tumour tissue, which is reflected in
consistently lower LA levels accompanied by higher AA levels, pointing to an altered fatty
acid metabolism in neoplastic tissue.

LA may give rise to PGs of the 2-series via AA. It has been demonstrated that some of
these PGs stimulate cell proliferation (pGFr"; ref. 39) or have immunosuppressive
properties (PGE2; ref. 40) and hence may either promote tumour growth or disturb
inhibition of tumour development. <o-3 PUFA may inhibit the formation of pGs derived
from LA and AA, by either inhibiting the conversion of LA to AA or inhibiting the actual
PG formation via cyclooxygenase. The dose-related decrease of rXB, and pGF,o in non_
tumorous pancreatic tissue of rats maintained on a high fat diet containing 0.07o, 4.77o or
9.4vo MaxEPA, together with the increased LA levels in plasma and non-tumorous
pancreas, demonstrate that r¡-3 fatty acid influence LNAA metabolism as expected. The
decreased PG-levels in AACN-containing pancreatic tissue do not correlate with the
increased mean number of AACN when dietary MaxEpA is increased, suggesting no
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Figure 7. Prostaglandin levels in pancreas of (A) saline-treated rats and (B) azaserine-treated rats. Statisticr

analysis of variance followed by Student's I test. 
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strong relationship between growth of preneoplastic acinar lesions and prostaglandins of
the 2-series. PG levels are elevated, however, in pancreatic carcinomas indicating that the¡

may play a role in the development of AACN to ultimate pancreatic carcinomas.

From the present results it can be concluded that (i) dietary MaxEPA has a dose-related

enhancing effect on the development of AACN, but not on development of carcinomas in

the pancreas of azaserine-treated rats consuming diets with 25 wt%o fat and 5 wt%o LA anc

(ii) dietary MaxEPA inhibits the conversion of LA to AA, as well as the conversion of
AA to TXB, or PGFro in non-tumorous pancreatic tissue and (iii) PGs may play a role in

the growth/development of pancreatic adenocarcinomas, but probably less so in the growtl

of AACN.
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Chapter I

Effects of dietary fish oil (MaxEPA) on N-nitrosobis
(2-oxopropyl)amine-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in
hamstersl

M.J. Appel and R.A. Woutersen2, TNO Nutrition and Food Research Institute, Division of Toxicology,
Department of Pathology, P.O. Box 360, 3700 Al, Zeist (The Netherlands)

Submitted to Carcinogenesis

Abstract

In the present study the putative chemopreventive effect of dietary fish oil (MaxEPA)
on BOP-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in hamsters has been investigated. Groups of
hamsters were maintained on a semi-purified low fat (LF; 5 wtVo) diet or on semi-purified
high fat (HF; 25 wt%) diets containing 2 wt%o linoleic acid (LA) and including 0.0, L.2,
2.4, 4.J, 7.1, or 9.4 wtVo MaxEPA.

The number of borderline lesions (BLL3) was significantly higher (p<0.05) in the HF
groups containing 1.2,2.4 or 9.4 wtTo MaxEPA in comparison with the HF group without
MaxEPA. The number of malignant pancreatic lesions were similar in all groups.

An increase in dietary MaxEPA resulted in significant alterations of the fatty acid
profiles of both blood plasma and pancreatic microsomes. In general, significant increases
of eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA) and docosahexaenoic acid (DHA) levels were accompanied
by decreases of arachidonic acid (AA) levels in both plasma and pancreatic microsomes.
The linoleic acid (LA) level decreased in plasma and increased in pancreatic miøosomes
with increasing dietary MaxEPA. In microsomes from pancreatic ductular

This work was supported by a grant from the Dutch Cancer Society, CIVO 90-2.

To whom requests for reprints should be addressed.

The abbreviations used are: BLL, borderline lesion; LF, low fat; HF, high fat; EpA, eicosapentaenoic
acid; DHA, docosahexaenoic acid; LA, linoleic acid; AA, arachidonic acid; OA, oleic acid; pUFA,
polyunsaturated fa{ty acids; BOP, N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine; LI, labeling index; CDC, cystic ductal
complex; TDC, tubular ductal complex; AACF, atypical acinar cell foci; pG, prostaglandin; TXBz,
thromboxane Br; HPOP, N-nitroso(2-hydroxypropyl)(2-oxopropyl)amine; MO, menhaden oil.
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adenocarcinomas LA levels remained similar, whereas AA, EPA and DHA levels were

consistently higher in comparison with microsomes from non-tumorous pancreas of BOP-

treated hamsters.

Prostaglandin (PG) E, and PGF2. levels were higher in pancreas from BOP-treated

hamsters than in pancreas from saline-treated hamsters. The pancreatic levels of PGE,

(P<0.05), 6-Keto-PGF," (P<0.01) and PGF2. e<0.05) decreased significantly with
increasing dietary MaxEPA. The levels of PGE, (P<0.001), 6-Keto-PGF," (P<0.05), PGF2"

(P<0.001) and thromboxane (TX) B, (P<0.001) in pancreatic adenocarcinomas were higher

than in non-tumorous pancreas of BOP-treated hamsters.

BOP-treatment caused a significant increase (P<0.001) in the Labeling Index (LI) of
acinar cells in comparison with acinar cells of untreated controls. The LI in centroacinar

and ductular cells was not affected by BOP-treatment. Neither type nor amount of dietary

fat influenced the LI in cystic ductular complexes (CDC), tubular ductula¡ complexes

(TDC) or BLL. The LI of TDC was significantly higher than that of CDC (P<0.00i) and

lower than that of BLL (P<0.001).

It is concluded that (i) dietary fish oil has a slight enhancing rather than an inhibitory

effect on BOP-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in hamsters and (ii) dietary fish oil dose-

dependently inhibits the conversion of LA to AA and of AA to certain PGs and (iii) the

consistent increase in acinar cell proliferation after BOP-treatment indicates a possible role

for acinar cells in BOP-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in the hamster.

Introduction

In the last two decades research into the modulating effects of dietary fat on

experimental carcinogenesis has been extensive. The modulating effects of dietary fat has

been demonstrated in animal models for cancer of the breast, colon and pancreas (1-6).

Two types of polyunsaturated fatty acids (PUFA), <o-6 PUFA and o-3 PUFA, are believed

to be involved in dietary fat-modulated carcinogenesis. ro-6 PUFAs (mainly in the form of
linoleic acid; LA) have tumour promoting properties, whereas ol-3 PUFAs inhibit tumour

growth. From the studies of lp et aI. (7) and Roebuck et al. (8), it was concluded that

threshold levels of dietary LA of 4.47o and 4.4-8.5% were needed to elicit a maximum

response in development of DMBA-induced mammary tumours and azaserine-induced

pancreatic tumours, respectively. In experimental colon carcinogenesis, where dose-effects

of dietary LA have not been investigated in detail, polyunsaturated fat, but not saturated

fat, promotes tumour growth, indicating a possible role for LA (9). In a previous study we

could not confirm the promoting effects of increasing levels of dietary LA on pancreatic
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Effects of dietary MaxEPA on pancreatic carcinogenesis in BOP¿reated hamsters

carcinogenesis, either in azaserine-treated rats or in N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine

(BOP)-treated hamsters (10). In the latter study, hamsters fed the lowest level of dietary
LA (2 wt%) exhibited the largest tumour response.

In studying the effects of dietary o-3 fatty acids from fish oil on carcinogenesis it is of
paramount importance to keep, as far as possible, all variables that may influence the

carcinogenic process, at a constant level. The present study was designed to investigate the

effects of dietary fish oil (MaxEPA) on pancreatic carcinogenesis in hamsters using a high
fat diet containing a fixed level of linoleic acid (2 wtTo LA) in combination with a

variable level of fish oil.

Materials and Methods

Animals. Two hundred eighty 4-week old male Syrian golden hamsters were obtained from Harlan-CPB,
Austerlitz, The Netherlands. The hamsters were kept in macrolon cages, 5 animals per cage, on a softwood
bedding and under standard laboratory conditions. During the initiation phase the hamsters were fed a
standard laboratory chow. At 5, 6 and 7 weeks of age 2'l.O hamsters received a s.c. injection of 20 mg N-
Nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine (BOP; Nacalai Tesque Inc., Kyoto, Japan) per kg body wl, which vr'as

dissolved freshly in 0.9% NaCl-solution. Seventy control animals received injections with 0.9% NaCl-
solution only. Directly after the third injection the animals were randomly allocated to 7 groups of 40
animals each (fen 0.9Vo NaCl-treated controls plus 30 BOP-treated animals).

Diets' One week after the last injection the animals were maintained on an AINTó-based diet containing
either 5 or 25 wt%o fat. One group received an AlN76-based diet including 5 wtVolañ (Best Food, The
Netherlands; LF), containing a marginal (0.61 wt%) but nutritionally adequate level of linoleic acid (LA; ref.
11). The high fat (HF) experimental groups received a25 w|% fat diet containing2wt%o LA and including
O.0, 1.2, 2.4, 4.7,7.1. or 9.4 wtVo (0,2.5,5, 10, 15 and 20 enVo) MaxEPA. The HF diers were compounded
by mixing high linoleic safflower oil (Unilever, Vlaardingen, The Netherlands) with high oleic sunflower oil
(Contined, Bennekom, The Netherlands) and MaxEPA (fish oil; Seven Seas, Hull, United Kingdom). The
safflower oil, the sunflower oil and the MaxEPA contained 0.55 g/kg, 0.44 g/r|g and 1.80 g/kg vitamin E,

respectively. a-Tocopherol was added to all diets as extra antioxidant to a level of 0.450 g/kg. The
composition of the AINTó-based diets and the fatty acid compositions of the oils are summarized in Tables 1

and 2. The diets were prepared monthly and stored at -20'C until use. The animals were fed daily to
minimize oxidation of the polyunsaturated fatty acids. Peroxide values (as measured by means of the
A.O.C.S. official method in terms of milliequivalents peroxide per kg) of the HFl9.4Vo MaxEPA containing
diet, stored aI-20"C for 3 months, were below 1.0 and remained below 1.0 when exposed to air at room
temperature for 24 hours. I-onger periods of exposure to air at room temperature caused a rapid increase of
the peroxide value. The profile of the dietary fatty acids of inte¡est are depicted in Figure 1. Food
consumption was measured daily during the first 3 months and on 7 consecutive days per month during the
remainder of the study. The animals were weighed weekly during the first 3 months of the study and

monthly, thereafter.
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Table 1 Percentage fatty acid composition of the dietary lipids"

Fatty acid I¿rd SOSA MaxEPA

C14:0

C16:0

C16:1

Cl8:0

Cl8:1

C18:2 (at-6)

C18:3 (ro-3)

C20:O

C20:l

C20:4 (to-6)

C20:5 (or3)

C22:0

C22:I

C22:4 (a-6)

C22:6 (a-3)

Total

o-3l(Ð-6 (ratio)

1.8

25.6

2.9

14.2

43.1.

8.7

0.6

0.2

0.8

0.1

7.0

0.1

2.6

13.1

76.0

0.4

0.3

0.2

0.1

3.8

0.1

4.0

82.6

7.7

0.1

0.3

0.3

7.1

17.5

9.9

4.2

12.9

4.2

2.5

4.4

t.6

18.2

1.1

1.2

14.9

99.7

4.7

0.9o.20.1

98.0

0.07

99.9 100.0

0.01 0.01

"SA, Safflower oil; SO, Sunflower oil (Trisun); MaxEPA, fish oil

Monitoring and åutopsy. Three days before autopsy 5 saline-t¡eated control hamsters and 5 BOP-

treated hamsters f¡om the LF, the HFl0.ÙVo MaxEPA and the HFl9.4Vo MaxEPA groups had an AlzeT

osmotic pump (Alza Corp., Palo Alto, USA, model 2001) implanted s.c., containing 200 pl of a BrdU
solution (Sigma Chemie, Brussels, Belgium; conc. 25 mg/ml). The release rate of this pump was 1 pVh.

Autopsy was performed 372,373 or 374 days after the last injection of BOP. The animals were

anaesthetized with ether and exsanguinated by cannulating the abdominal aorta. Blood was collected in
heparin-containing tubes, centrifuged at 1700 g for 20 min and stored at -80'C until analysis. The pancreata

were excised and weighed. About one-third of the pancreas of 2 animals per cage was snap-frozen in liquid
nitrogen and stored at -80"C until fatty acid or prostaglandin analysis. The remaining two-thirds of these

pancreata plus all other pancreata were fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin. Pancreata of BrdU-treated

animals were fixed for 24 hours in fo¡malin followed by 72 hours in 707o ethanol. The organs were

processed for microscopy by conventional methods, step-sectioned at 5 pm and collected on organosilane-

coated slides. Parallel sections were stained with haematoxylin and eosin (H&E) or with a monoclonal

antibody against BrdU (Organon Technics, the Netherlands) and examined by lighl microscopy. To examine

centroacinar cells, parallel sections of hamsler pancreas were stained with haematoxylin, a monoclonal
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Table 2 Weight percentage composition of the AlN76-based diets.
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P¡emix HF/ wt% MaxEPA

Diet components

Casein

DL-Methionine

Wheat statch

Cellulose

Choline bitartrate

AINTó minerals

AIN76 vitamins

CaHrPOo

Total

LF HF

20.00 25.00

0.30 0.37

63.50 36.79

5.00 6.18

0.20 0.2s

3.50 4.32

1.00 7.24

1.50 1.8s

95.00 7s.üt

Premix

La¡d

Safflower oil

Sunflower oil

MaxEPA

Total

C2O5+C22:6

CL8:2

O.jVa

95.00 75.00

4.74

0.26 0.33

-- u.67

100.0 100.0

7.2Vo 2.4%

75.00 75.00

0.37 0.42

23.45 22.23

1.18 2.35

100.0 100.0

4.7Vo 7.1Vo

75.00 75.00

0.53 0.63

19.77 17.30

4.70 7.07

100.0 100.0

9.4Vo

75.00

0.73

14.85

9.42

100.0

0.0 0.0 0.39 0.74 1.s6 2.34 3.L2

0.61 2.1,5 2.14 2.73 2.72 2.77 2.os
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Figure 1. Percentages of selected fatty acids in the diets containing MaxEPA. O, LA; O, EPA; l, DHA.

antibody against BrdU and a polyclonal antibody against cytokeratin filaments (Dakopatts, Glostrup,

Denmark), which was made visible with an alkaline phosphatase-conjugated second antibody. The antibody

against cytokeratins has been reported to bind specifically to ductular and centroacinar cells (12).

Pancreatic lesions were classified as cystic ductular complexes (CDC), tubular ductular complexes

(TDC), borderline lesions (BLL), carcinomas in situ and ductular adenocarcinomas, according to the criteria

of Meijers et al. (13) and Pour and Wilson (14).

Labeling Index. ln slides stained for BrdU the t abeling Index (LI) was expressed as the ratio of brown

stained BrdU-positive cells to blue stained normal cells. To select a random sample of acinar cells, only

nuclei were counted that were located beneath the crossings of the horizontal and vertical lines in a 20x20

intra-ocular grid at high power magnification (400x). In normal pancreatic acinar tissue from saline-treated

hamsters and phenotypically normal acinar tissue from BOP-treated hamsters, 344+35 nuclei per pancreas

were counted. The LIs in normal ductal/ductular tissue and in centroacinar cells were determined by counting

350+53 and 673!1,67 nuclei per pancreas, respectively. A mean of 5 CDC (220!67 nuclei per CDC), a mean

of 5 TDC (239!83 nuclei per TDC) and a mean of 1,.7 BLL (172!67 nuclei per BLL) per hamster were

scored.

Analytical procedures. Fatty acids. Panc¡eatic microsomes were prepared by homogenizing 100-200 mg

pancreatic tissue in 0.1 M Tris-KCl buffer, pH 7.4. Subsequently, the homogenate was centrifuged at 10,000

g for 30 min and the supernatant was centrifuged at 105,000 g for 60 min. The microsomal pellet was

resuspended in 300 pl buffer and stored at -30'C until fatty acid analysis. Total lipids were extracted from
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Effects of dietary MaxEPA on pancreatic carcinogenesis in Bop¿reated, hamsters

50 pl aliquots of pancreatic microsomes or from 100 pl aliquots of blood plasma as described by Folch et al.
(15). Fatty acid composilion was determined by GLC. The samples were eluted on a capillary BD23 column
(J&W Scientific) after saponification with NaOH in methanol and transmethylation of the fatty acids with
borontrifl uoride-methanol.

Prostaglandins. Pancreatic tissue (100-200 mg) was homogenized in 0.1 M Phosphate Buffered Saline
(PBS; pH 7.4) containing L5Vo merhanol and applied to Sep-pak C-18 columns (J.T. Baker Inc, phillipburg,
NJ' USA). After washing with 6 ml 15Vo methanollPBs and 6 ml petroleum ether, the samples were eluted
with 6 ml methanol. After evaporation of the methanol under Nr, the samples we¡e dissolved in 1.0 ml
buffer and subsequently analyzed by using enzyme immunoassay kits for pGEr, pGFr", 6-Keto-pGFr"and
TXB, (Cascade Biochem Ltd, Reading, UK).

Statistics. Food and energy intake and body and pancreatic weights were statistically evaluated by two-
way analysis of variance followed by Dunnetts test, prostaglandin levels were evaluated by analysis of
variance followed by Student's f test, the number of pancreatic lesions was evaluated by two-way analysis of
variance or by one-way analysis of variance followed by tinear trend tests with orthogonal contrasts. The
number of tumour-bearing animals (incidence) was analyzed by 12lest. Fatty acid compositions were
evaluated by two-way analysis of variance using percentage of dietary MaxEPA and carcinogen-treatment as
factors, and by one-way analysis of variance followed by linear trend tests with orthogonal contrasts.

Results

Food intake and body and pancreas weights. Food consumption was significantly
higher in animals fed the LF diet (P<0.01) in comparison with animals fed the HF diets
(Table 3). However, due to the difference in caloric content of the diets (LF, 15.9 MJ/kg
and HF, 19.8 MJ/kg) the mean energy intake was significantly lower (p<0.001) in the LF
group than in the HF groups.

Table 3 Food and energy consumptiona

Energy

LF

HFl0.0% MaxEPA

HFl1,.2% MaxEPA

HFl2.4% MaxEPA

HFl4.7% MaxEPA

HF/1.lVo MaxEPA

HF/9.4% MaxEPA

5.2!0.1'"

4.9!0.1

5.0r0.1

4.7!0.1

4.8r0.1

4.7!0.7

4.810.1

80.5""

96.2

98.2

92.4

94.4

93.5

93.9

"Food intake in glday per animal; Energy intake in KJ/day.
Statistics: analysis of variance, "P<0.01; "'p<0.001.
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Table 4 Body and pancreatic weights at autopsyu'b

ñ

oo

Body wt (g) Absolute pancreas wt (g) Relative pancreas wt (g/kg)

Diet group

LFl0.ïVa MaxEPA

HFl0.ÙVo MaxEPA

HFll.2Vo MaxEPA

HFl2.4Vo MaxEPA

HFl4.9Vo MaxEPA

HFl7.7Vo MaxEPA

HFl9.4Vo MaxEPA

Controls

1.27.114.4'

168.3!2.6

1,67.7!6.0

153.6!6.2

1,66.4!3.1.

'1,56.7!6.7

152.2!7.2

(|Ð BOP- (N) Controls (N) BOP- (N) Controls (¡Ð BOP- (N)
treated treated treâted

(8) 149.1!4.7 (1s) 0.40610.03 (8) 0.4s3r0.04 (rs) 3.20!0.2 (8) 3.0910.3 (1s)

(8) 1.46.e!4.6 (11) 0.467t0.0s (8) 0.44910.03 (11) 2.78!0.3 (8) 3.1110.3 (11)

(7) rsr.4!4.r (16) 0.49410.08 (7) 0.473!0.04 (16) 2.92!0.4 (7) 3.1510.3 (16)

(e) 142.4!8.0 (e) 0.41110.04 (9) 0.s23r0.06 (e) 2.76!0.4 (9) 3.74!0.s (e)

(e) r47.r!3.9 (10) 0.4s6t0.04 (9) 0.43610.04 (r0) 2.76!0.3 (e) 2.e7!03 (r0)

(10) 74'7.7t2.6 (24) 0.477!0.04 (10) 0.441!0.04 (23) 2.e3-0.3 (10) 2.96!0.3 (23)

(9) 1s0.614.6 (2t) 0.50710.0s (8) 0.s0310.04 (21) 3.42!0.s (8) 3.36!0.3 (21)

"Values are means t SEM; Relative pancreas wt, Absolute pancreas wt per kg body wt; bStatistics: analysis of
variance + Dunnetts testst 'P<0.05



Table 5 Number of pancreatic lesions in BOP-treated hamsters maintained for 12 months on a
low fat diet or a high fat diet containing increasing levels of MaxEpA.
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(Pre)neoplastic lesions No. of lesions

HF/ wtVo MaxEPA

0.ÙVo L.2Vo 2.4Vo 4.7Vo 7.lVo 9.4Vo

No. of animals

Tumour incidence (Vo)'

Borderline lesion

Carcinoma in situ

Ductular adenocarcinoma

Tolal no. of carcinomas

28

I (2e)

27

J

6

9

33

e (27)

10

4

5

9

27

s (1e)

34'

1

4

5

28

6 (21)

36'

1

6

7

30

s (t7)

18

J

4

7

30 29

8 (27) 7 (24)

13 37'

03
97
910

Tumour incidence, number (Vo) of animals bearing one or more carcinomas (in situ) in the pancreas; statistics
(HF data): 1-way analysis of variance followed by Student's r tests; "P<0.05 in comparison with the HFl1.yVo
MaxEPA group; statistics (tumour incidence): pearson ¡2-tests
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Chapter I

Body and pancreas weights (Table 4) were similar among all groups, except for the

mean body weight in the control animals maintained on a LF diet, which was significantl¡

lower (P<0.05).

Microscopy. The incidence of pancreatic lesions was similar among all groups (Table

5). No differences were observed in number of pancreatic lesions in animals fed a LF diet

in comparison to animals fed a HF diet. Increasing MaxEPA in the HF diet resulted in a
significantly (P<0.05) higher number of borderline lesions in the groups rcceiving I.2Vo,

2.47o or 9.4Vo MaxEPA, but not in the groups receiving 4.77o or 7.1,7o MaxEPA, in

comparison with the HF group without MaxEPA. The numbers of carcinomas in situ,

ductular adenocarcinomas or total carcinomas were similar in all groups.

Fatty acids. Fatty acid composition of blood plasma and pancreatic microsomes are

presented in Tables 6 and 7. A graphic presentation of LA, AA, EPA and DHA levels in

plasma and pancreas is given in Figure 2. In plasma of both saline- and BOP-treated

hamsters significant linear increases were seen in EPA and DHA with increasing dietary

MaxEPA (P<0.001). In plasma of saline-treated hamsters OA (P<0.001), LA (P<0.05) anc

AA (P<0.001) had significantly decreased. In plasma of BOP-treated animals AA had

decreased significantly (P<0.001), whereas OA and LA remained constant. In pancreatic

microsomes OA had decreased (saline-treated; P<0.05) or remained constant (BOP-

treated), LA had increased (P<0.001), AA had decreased (saline-treated; P<0.01) or

remained constant (BOP{reated) and EPA and DHA had increased significantly (P<0.01)

in both saline and BOP-treated hamsters, with increasing MaxEPA in the diet.

AA, EPA and DHA levels were significantly (P<0.001) higher in microsomes from

pancreatic adenocarcinomas in comparison with microsomes f¡om non-tumorous pancreas

of BOP-treated hamsters. LA levels in microsomes from pancreatic adenocarcinomas werl

not different from those in microsomes from non-tumorous pancreas of BOP-treated

hamsters (Figure 3).

Prostaglandins. PGE'- and PGFro- levels in non-tumorous pancreatic tissue of BOP-

treated hamsters were significantly higher (P<0.01 and P<0.05, respectively) in comparisc

with normal pancreatic tissue from saline-treated hamsters in the 3 diet groups measured

(Figure 4). Significant linear decreases in PG-levels with increasing levels of dietary

MaxEPA were seen in saline-treated hamsters with PGE, (P<0.05), 6-Keto-PGF," (P<0.01

and PGF'. (P<0.05), and in BOP-treated hamsters with 6-Keto-PGFt" (P<0.01) and PGFr"

(P<0.05). The number of pancreatic tumours analyzed for prostaglandins was too small

(l/=4) to discriminate between diet groups. Significantly higher levels of PGE, (P<0.001)

6-Keto-PGF," (P<0.05), PGF2" (P<0.001) and TXB2 G<0.001) were found in pancreatic

carcinomas than in non-tumorous pancreas of BOP-treated hamsters (values of all diet

groups combined; Figure 5).
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Figure 2. Percentages of selected fatty acids in plasma and pancreatic microsomes of saline- and BOP-

treated hamsters maintained on a HF diet including increasing levels of MaxEPA for 12 months.

I, LA; O, AA; f, EPA; tr, DHA. Statistics: linear trend test.

Cell proliferation. LIs in ductular and centroacinar pancreatic cells were similar in

saline and BOP-treated animals. The LI in acinar cells increased from 1.52!0.22 in saline-

treated to 6.0710.90 in BOP-treated hamsters (P<0.01). Feeding MaxEPA caused no

significant differences in LIs of either of the cell types examined (Figure 6). All
BOP/BrdU-treated hamsters showed numerous pancreatic CDC and TDC and most of them

exhibited BLL in their pancreata. The LIs in CDC, TDC and BLL were not influenced by

eithe¡ the type or the amount of fat in the diet. Since no differences in the LIs were

observed between the LF, HF and HFl9.4 wtTo MaxEPA groups, the data for each

pancreatic lesion were pooled (Figure 7). The LI in TDC was significantly (P<0.01) higher

than the LI in CDC, whereas the LI in BLL was significantly higher than the LIs of both
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Figure 4. Prostaglandin levels in non-tumorous pancreas of saline-treated (A) and BOP+reated (B) hamster

maintained on a high fat diet containing increasing levels of MaxEPA. Statistics: linear trend test
'P<0.05, -'P<0.01.
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Table 7 Fatty acid composition of pancreas from untreated and BOP-treated hamsters maintained for 1.2 months

on a high fat diet containing increasing levels of MaxEPAu'b
ÌÌr-
s
.o

g
5"

¡<

fu

o

^
ì
oh
r\øs.

ù
t
I

ñs-

q
(\ì

Percentage of dietary MaxEPA

O.OVo 1.2Va 2.4Vo 4.77o 7.LV 9.4%

Fatty acid

C1.4:O

C16:0

Cl6:7trare

C16:1cn

C18:0

C18:1

C18:2

C18:3 (to-6)

C20:0

C2O:I

C2O:2

C2O:3

C2O:4

C20:5

C22:6

saline BOP
treated treated

0.310.0 0.6i0.1

11..2!0.3 I2.l!7.3

0.810.1 1.2!0."1

0.410.1 0.610.0

4.3!0.3 6.010.8

74.6!0.2 68.5!3.3

6.510.0 6.2!0.2

0.310.1 t.4!0.2

0.2!0.o 0.410.0

0.310.0 0.4a0.1

0.1i0.0 0.0=0.0

0.1t0.0 0.010.0

0.8=0.0 1.6!0.4

0.010.0 0.0i0.0

0.010.0 0.010.0

saline BOP
treated treated

0.3i0.1 0.510.0

12.4!1.2 13.5!2.1.

0.710.1 1.110.1

0.410.1 0.7!0.1.

6.2!0.9 6.2!L.8

68.7t3.3 66.5!6.0

7.8!0.2 7.OtO.L

0.6i0.1 1.010.3

0.210.0 0.3!0.2

0.310.0 0.310.0

0.0i0.0 0.3t0.0

0.310.1 0.010.0

1 .6:t0.6 2.1+"1.2

0.2!0.1 0.110.0

0.410.1 0.6i0.4

saline BOP
treated treated

0.810.1 0.610.1
-t2.2!0.5 1.L.9!2.6

0.8t0.0 132!0.7

0.510.1 1.2!0.3

5.411.0 4.4!L.8

70.3!2.1 70.2!6.6

7.9!0.1 6.9!0.1

0.4!0.2 0.6t0.4

0.2!0.1 0.1=0.0

0.3r0.0 0.210.0

0.010.0 0.210.0

0.2!0.7 0.010.0

1.010.3 1.511.3

0.110.0 0.3!0.2

0.410.1 0.6t0.5

saline BOP saline
treated treated treated

1.010.0 0.910.1 0.910.1

1.2.7!7.5 74.0!1.2 13.4!1.2

0.610.1 1.0t0.0 0.810.1

0.610.0 1.510.3 1.010.0

5.510.1 4.9!'L.O 5.610.8

69.811.3 66.313 .O 67.7!2.9

8.2!0.3 7.9!0.2 8.010.3

0.410.0 0.7!0.2 0.5!0.2

0.2!O.l 0.210.0 0.4!0.2

0.210.0 0.310.0 0.510.1

0.0!0.0 0.0t0.0 0.0=0.0

0.110.0 0.110.0 0.110.0

0.5i0.0 1.110.5 0.4t0.1

0.510.1 0.810.3 0.510.1

BOP saline
treated treated

BOP
treated

1.2!0.1 1.2tO.2 1 .8!O.2

15.2!2.1 13.8!0.4 18.010.9

1.7!0.2 0.710.0 l.O!0.2

2.0!0.3 1.310.1 2.0!0.4

5.5!1.4 6.310.3 7 .2!0.9

62.9!6.7 65.7!0.8 56.7!2.6'

7.7t0.3 8.5!0.2 7.510.3od

1.2!0.5 0.410.1 1.510.4

0.510.4 0.310.1 0.810.0

0.510.2 0.6i0.0 0.4t0.0

0.010.0 0.0a0.0 0.0!0.0

0.010.0 0.110.0 0.1!0.0

1.0l0.6 0.4t0.1 1.5!0.2"

0.4!0.2 0.310.1 1.0=0.1qd

0.610.3 0.610.1 1.510.7qd

uValues are mean percentages of total fatty acids t SEM (¡l=3)
ÞStatistics: 2-way ãnalysis õf variance or l.-way analysis of variance followed by linear trend tests (orthogonal contrasts)
"Statistically significant linear trend (Saline-treated hamsters; OA:P<0.05; LA:P<0.001; AA, EPA and DHA:P<0.01)
oStatistically significant linear trend (BOP-treated hamsters; l"A,:P<0.001, EPA and DFIA:P<0.01)
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Chapter 8

partly, to elevated caloric intake in hamsters fed HF diets. In the present study food intake

was significantly lower (P<0.01), but energy intake was significantly higher (p<0.001) in
hamsters maintained on the HF diets than those maintained on the LF diet. This indicates
that hamsters tend to adjust their food intake according to caloric need, but not as efficienl
as rats, who adjust their food intake with near-1007o efficiency (17).

In many studies in which fish oil has been reported to have inhibitory effects on

experimental carcinogenesis, the study design is inaccurate with respect to the composition
of the dietary lipids. In many studies fish oil is mixed with corn oil to vary rrr-3 fatty acidr

in the diets or given as such, leading to simultaneous variation of LA and EFA deficiency.
respectively (9,18,19). Using the azaserine-rat model for pancreatic carcinogenesis

O'Connor et al. (20) found inhibitory effects of menhaden oil (MO) on the growth of
atypical acinar cell foci (AACF). However, the way in which they increased the dietary
MO from 0%o to 207o resulted in an estimated simultaneous decrease in dietary LA from
12% to 0.6%. Such levels of dietary LA are in the range found to promote the

development of both mammary tumours (7) and pancreatic AACF (8), indicating that it is
very important to keep o¡-6 PUFA levels constant, when the effects of ol-3 PUFA are

studied. we were not able to reproduce the results of o'connor et ø1. (20) in a 6-month
study, using a fixed dietary LA level in the azaserine-rat model (17). Moreover, after 12

months we found a strong enhancing effect of dietary fish oil on pancreatic tumour
development in azaserine-treated rats (21). The present results with BOP-treated hamsters

also indicate an enhancing rather than an inhibitory effect of MaxEPA on pancreatic

carcinogenesis.

The decrease of LA and AA in plasma after feeding MaxEPA points to an efficient
replacement of these fatty acids by EPA and DHA, without influencing the conversion of
LA to AA significantly. Although dietary supply of LA was constant, LA inøeased and
AA decreased in pancreatic microsomes, pointing to an inhibition of LA metabolism. One

of the mechanisms by which dietary PUFAs may influence tumour growth, is modulation
of the LA|AA cascade to prostanoids, thromboxanes and leukotrienes. The rate limiting
enzyme in this pathway is ô6-desaturase, which converts LA to y-linolenic acid. Unlike the
rat, the hamster is a slow converter of LA, in terms of desaturase activity (22), which
explains the overall lower levels of AA in hamster plasma and pancreas than in rat plasma

and pancreas (17). In this respect hamsters are much more akin to humans, indicating that
the hamster model may be more adequate than the rat model for studying the effects of
PUFA on pancreatic cancer.

Microsomes from pancreatic adenocarcinomas contained more AA than microsomes

from non-tumorous pancreatic tissue, indicating an accelerated turnover of I.A to AA.
Moreover, the levels of EPA and DHA in tumour tissue were also higher than in non-
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PGE2 6keto-PGFr" PGF,O

Figure 5. Prostaglandin levels in non-tumorous and tumorous pancreatic tissue of BoP-treated hamsters.

LF(-BOP) LF(+BOP) HF(+BOP) HF(+BOP+llaxEpA)

Figure 6. tabeling Index in pancreatic cells of saline- or BOP-treated hamsters maintained on a LF diet, a
HF diet or a HF diet including 9.4 wt% MaxEPA for 12 months.
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Figure 7 Labeling Index in BOP-induced pancreatic ductular lesions in hamsters. CDC, cystic ductal
complex; TDC, tubular ductal complex; BL! borderline lesion. Statistics: analysis of variance;-'P<0.01, -"P<0.001.

tumorous tissue, indicating a more effective incorporation of the <o-3 puFA in tumour
tissue. Both observations point to an altered fatty acid metabolism in neoplastic pancreati<
tissue.

Including MaxEPA in the diet caused a significant dose-rerated decrease in
prostaglandin content of pancreatic tissue. This is in agreement with the physiological
properties of o-3 PUFA, which include modulation of the conversion of AA to prostanoic
and thromboxanes via cyclooxygenase (23). BOP-treatment caused a significant rise in tht
concentration of certain prostaglandins in 'normal' as well as in tumorous pancreatic
tissue, indicating a possible role of these eicosanoids in tumour development. The
observation that increasing MaxEPA in the diet had an enhancing rather than an inhibitor¡
effect on the development of pancreatic tumours in hamsters, whereas at the same time
dietary fish oil caused a reduction in prostaglandin levels, is not in agreement with the
suggested promoting effect of prostaglandins of the 2-series on carcinogenesis (23). The
ductular tumours in the hamster pancreas are highly immunogenic, resulting in a

considerable infiltrate of lymphocytes in and around the tumours. Lymphocytes produce
large amounts of eicosanoids and hence may have confounded the results (22).

BOP-treatment caused no effect on cell proliferation in phenotypically normal ductula
and centroacinar cells, whereas it enhanced proliferation of acinar cells. Both these
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observations confirm previous findings (24). Kokkinakis and Subbarao (25) found a five-
fold increase in pancreatic DNA synthesis in hamster pancreas after treatment with N-
nitroso(2-hydroxypropyl)(2-oxopropyl)amine (Hpop) and an increase in 3H-thymidine LI
in acinar cells, 9 days after carcinogen treatment. The normal pancreatic acinar cell
population is rather stable, i.e. a population with low cell turnover, intended to maintain
the tissue in its physiological state. carcinogen-induced hyperplasia is a common
phenomenon, which usually lasts for several days after treatment (26). Radiation-induced
cell proliferation has been reported to last for up to 5 weeks in treated mouse skin (27). ln
the present and a previous study (24), the proliferative effects of BOP were present for at
least 1 year. In this respect, it is tempting to speculate on a possible role of the acinar cell
in the development of BOP-induced ductular tumours in hamster pancreas. Genotoxic
effects, in the form of DNA-adducts have been demonstrated in pancreatic acinar cells of
BOP-treated hamsters (28,29).If sustained hyperplasia in itself is a carcinogenic hazard by
providing relatively good conditions for propagating critical changes in DNA (27), it
seems justifiable to presume that acinar cells are somehow involved in pancreatic
carcinogenesis of BOP-treated hamsters.

From the results of the present study it can be concluded that (i) o-3 PUFA from fish
oil inhibit the conversion of LA to AA in pancreas, but not in plasma and (ii) o¡-3 puFA
from fish oil inhibit dose-dependently the formation of certain prostaglandins from AA
and (iii) BOP-treatment enhances proliferation of pancreatic acinar cells in hamsters and
(iv) dietary fish oil has a slightly enhancing rather than an inhibitory effect on Bop-
induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in hamsters.
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Chøpter 9

General discussion and conclusions

The azaserine/rat model: short-term versus long-term studies

During the last 10 years substantial experience has been acquired at the TNO Nutrition
and Food Research Institute with both the azaserine-rat and the BOP-hamster model for
experimental pancreatic carcinogenesis. using these models, the effects of dietary
components such as coffee, alcohol, micronutrients and saturated and unsaturated fat on
panueatic tumour development have been investigated (1-7).

In the short-term version (4-6 months) of the rat model, the number and size of
putative preneoplastic atypical acinar cell nodules (AACN) are used as parameters to
detect possible modulating effects on the development of ultimate pancreatic tumours. This
shorlterm assay is widely used in experimental pancreatic carcinogenesis because it
provides results within a few months at relatively low costs. Since several short- and long-
term studies have been conducted with the azaserine-rat model at TNO during the last 10
years, it was considered worthwhile to evaluate the results in order to determine the
predictive value of the short term study, by comparing the results of short-te¡m studies
with those of long-term studies. Table 1 summarizes the effects of dietary factors on
growth of pancreatic acidophilic AACN as observed in a short-term study and the effects
on development of acidophilic AACN (with a diameter over 1 mm), adenomas and
adenocarcinomas as observed in long-term studies with the azaserine-rat model. All studies
were performed at the TNo Nutrition and Food Research Institute under similar
experimental conditions.

The parameter 'area of pancreas occupied by focus tissue', used in Table 1 represents a
reliable calculation of the pancreatic burden of AACN. From the data in Table 1 it is clear
that consistent correlation between short- and long-term data only exists with vitamin C,
vitamin E, unsaturated fat and fat with 57o LA. Some correlation exists with coffee and
saturated fat and a correlation is absent with alcohol, p-carotene, selenium and fish oil.
Moreover, the results of the studies described in chapters 6 and j emphasize that an
enhancing effect of fish oil (MaxEPA) on growth of early stages in pancreatic
carcinogenesis (AACN), does not necessarily lead to more carcinomas. It can be
concluded that a long-term study is needed to establish the modulating effects of dietary or
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other factors on pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats. Short-term studies are suitable to study

the effects of modulators on early steps of pancreatic carcinogenesis, but long-term studie

are needed to find out the implications for the development of pancreatic tumours.

Tabte 1 Comparison of the short-term and long-term effects of dietary components on

azase¡ine-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats1.

Short-term effect l-ong-term effects

Area of pancreas

occupied by focus tissue

AACN (Ø>lmm) Adenoma CarcinomaDiet component

Coffee

Alcohol

p-carotene

Vitamin E

Vitamin C

Selenium

Saturated fat (lard)

Unsaturated fat (corn

oil)

Fat containing 5 wt%

LA

Fish oil (MaxEPA)

0

0

0

0

0

r0, no significant effect; +, significant increase, -, significant decrease in comparison with appropriate conl

groups.

The role of cell proliferation in pancreatic carcinogenesis

One of the main characteristics of tumour growth is increased cell proliferation. The

studies described in chapter 3 show that cell proliferation correlates positively with the

development of (pre)neoplastic pancreatic lesions in both rats and hamsters. Carcinogen-

induced hyperplastic acinal or ductular lesions in the exocrine pancfeas, which are

generally considered to be putative preneoplastic, exhibit invariably a higher cell

proliferation than both normal acinar and ductular tissue, as well as basophilic AACN,

which are not considered to be related to the development of pancreatic tumours. The

measurement of number and size represents a growth parameter of acidophilic AACN'
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Cell proliferation of AACN as a parameter of growth is only informative if it can be
modulated similarly to the modulation of number and size of AACN. Cell proliferation in
putative preneoplastic lesions in rat pancreas can be modulated by dietary raw soya flour
(8) and dietary fish oil (9). Dietary fish oil caused a decrease in cell proliferation
accompanied by an increase in the size of azaserine-induced pancreatic AACN in rats.
These rather contradictory observations are difficult to explain. One possible explanation
could be that the acinar cells of AACN become hypertrophic in MaxEpA fed animals.
Fatty acids from fish oil (mainly DHA) have been reported to cause cell swelling in vitro
(10). Incorporation of o-3 PUFA into acinar cell membranes may cause a similar effect.
However, a consequence of this hypothesis would be that determination of number, size
and volume of AACN, is not in all cases a reliable parameter for the measurement of
growth response of pancreatic AACN to exogenous factors.

A¡other and probably more plausible explanation, may be the existence of
subpopulations of AACN which cannot be distinguished in H&E stained slides but exhibit
different growth potentials. This implies that determination of mean cell proliferation in
the total population of AACN is inadequate to detect potential modulation of cell
proliferation by dietary or other factors. When cell proliferation was directly co¡related
with the size of the AACN, the observed inconsistency was less pronounced. Incorporation
of a cell proliferation parameter in future studies is needed to validate the method.
Providing the method is further validated, measurement of cell proliferation in AACN may
be a valuable parameter in short-term (4-6 months) studies with the azaserine-rat model.

The LIs in BOP-induced ductular lesions were consistently lower (CDC) or higher
(TDC and BLL) than those in normal ductular or centroacinar cells, indicating that cell
proliferation is a parameter that correlates positively with (pre)neoplastic development in
hamster pancreas. In the BOP-hamster model size is not used as a parameter to classify
the ductular pancreatic lesions. The criteria for classification of ductula¡ adenocarcinomas
in the pancreas of BOP-treated hamsters are adequate (11), but those for borderline lesions
(cellular atypia, inflammation and fibrosis) are, apart from cellular atypia, not exclusive
for (pre)neoplastic development. Many BOP-induced ductular lesions showing high LIs,
appeared to be borderline lesions (BLL) in H&E stained tissue slides. Therefore,
determination of cell proliferation would significantly facilitate diagnosis of BOp-induced
putative (pre)neoplastic pancreatic BLL. The presence of a high cell proliferation in BLL
may, provided that the classic characteristics of neoplastic transformation are present,
justify classification of BLL as carcinomas in situ.

The consistent and sustained hyperplasia induced by BOP in hamster acinar pancreatic
cells, may form a carcinogenic hazard in itself (12) and strongly points to involvement of
acinar cells in the development of pancreatic ductular tumours of BOP-treated hamste¡s.
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In conclusion, measuring cell proliferation using the presently described protocol with

osmotic pumps and BrdU, results in relevant additional information on the potential

modulating effects of (dietary) factors on pancreatic carcinogenesis and hence should be

incorporated in future studies.

Cholecystokinin, dietary fat and pancreatic carcinogenesis

One of the most important pancreatropic stimulatory hormones is cholecystokinin

(CCK Ref. 13). In rats the pancreatic secretion and growth is basically regulated by the

intraduodenal activity of proteolytic enzymes (mainly trypsin). High trypsin activities

down-regulate the CCK release, and low trypsin activities stimulate CCK release.

Inhibition of trypsin activity will result in increased release of CCK followed by

(over)stimulation of pancreatic secretion leading to increased pancreatic growth (14). This

negative feedback regulation has been demonstrated in rats, mice and chicken, but not in

several other species like dog or monkey (15). The relevance of inhibition of proteases fo

human pancreatic function and pathology is not clear: high activity of duodenal proteases

has been reported to suppress pancreatic exocrine secretion in humans (13), but inhibition

of more than 95% of the intraduodenal trypsin activity had no effect on pancreatic

secretion (L6).

In BOP-treated hamsters injections with CCK resulted either in enhancing effects (17)

no effect (18) or inhibitory effects on pancreatic carcinogenesis (19), indicating that the

role of CCK in pancreatic carcinogenesis in the hamster remains controversial. However,

is beyond doubt that CCK is involved in azaserine-induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in

rats. When CCK or its analogue caerulein is injected subcutaneously, a dramatic increase

in pancreatic weight and in number and size of AACN (20-24) and in number of
pancreatic adenocarcinomas (23,25) has been observed. The effects of CCK on pancreatic

carcinogenesis could largely be blocked by lorglumide, a specific CCK-receptor

antagonist, whereas the effects of a high fat diet were not influenced by lorglumide.

Furthermore, CCK, but not a high fat diet, enhanced pancreatic weight (chapter 4). From

these results we concluded that CCK and dietary fat enhance pancreatic carcinogenesis vi

different mechanisms.

Laboratory chow and pancreatic carcinogenesis

The results from experimental studies with chemically induced colon tumours,

generally show a protective effect of dietary fibre on tumour development. However, the
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source of fibre is very important: pure cellulose is protective in most studies, whereas

:,"JJ:ï i::î::"ï" 
enhancing effecr. Moreover, the amounr of dietary fat is also crucial,

fi b re ex is ts in co r o n :::ff :iå::T äîH:.;:fi r"J.:î :îä.,î :ï:t", " 
o ¿i"i.l-"

mammary gland carcinogenesis in rats point generally to a protective efl.ect of dietaryfibre, irrespective of the percentage of iat in the diet (27).
In rodent studies it appeared that natural ingredient diets, containing mixtures ofwhole-plant-derived products, generally protect rodents against carcinogens in comparisonwith semi-purified diets containing onty iigt ty refined components of whole foods. Thelab chow used at TNo contained11.5% inãigestible dietary fibre, which is 2.7 timeshigher than rhe percenrage of dierary tiare (i.zø)in the purified diet (28). The observedinhibitory effect of the ce¡ear-based lab chow versus theAINTó semi_purified diet onpancreatic carcinogenesis (chapter 4) might be caused by the high fibre content of the labchow. Further research is needed to confirm this hypothesis.

Oleic acid and pancreatic carcinogenesis

Inherent to our study design described in chapter 5, incorporation of LA in the diettook place at the expense of oA. [¡w revers of LA concurred with high revels of oA, andvice versa. The diet groups showing a relatively high incidence of (pre)neoplastic lesionsin the pancreas of borh rars and hamsters 
"ontuin"iu ,;il;;;;;d;"o, oo, which raisesthe question whether oA has a specific promoting effect on pun"."u-ri" carcinogenesis. Insome studies oA has been associated with tumour promoting effects. Dayton et ar. Qg)observed more DMBA-induced mammary tumours in rats fed a 20vo high_oreic saffloweroil diet than in rats fed a diet contain ing 20vo coconut oil. chan et ar. (30) found apositive correration between both LA and oA in the diet and MNU_iniuced mammarytumours' Recentry, Khoo er ar. (31) studied the effect of dietary oA on pancreatic fattyacid profile and on the development of AACN in azaserine-treated rats, and observed anenhancing effect of oA on pancreatic carcinogenesis. However, foci were absent in thegroup treated with azaserine arone and in the other groups the number of foci observed perpancreas was unusuaily low in comparison with the numbers of foci observed by otherworkers in this fierd (4-6,32). Since oA cannot be metaboìized to LA or other long chainPUFA and pGs, the findings by Khoo et ar. (31)are hard to explain mechanistically.However, absence of a concentration-related effect of LA on pancreatic carcinogenesisobserved in the present studies, might be due to the presence of a high concentration ofoA in the diets containing low concentrations of LA. Moreover, satu-rated fats such as lardand beef ta,ow contain 40vo - 50vo oA which may be responsible for the promoting
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however, have used levels of dietary LA inadequate to meet essential fatty acid
requirements. Moreover, using diets high in puFA, especially rrl-3 puFA, requires strict
monitoring of the formation of lipid peroxides.

o'connor et al. (53) reported that 207o menhaden oil (Mo) caused a significant
inhibition of the growth of azaserine-induced AACN in rat pancreas as compare d, to a 2t
corn oil (co) diet. In a subsequent study (54), they varied the o-3:t¡-6 ratio from 0.01 u
to 7.0 by mixing CO with MO and observed a significant decrease in development of
AACN with increasing ratio of o13:r¡-6. They acknowledged that their dietary regimen
also implied a variation of dietary LA from 0.6% tp to 12.07o, which is within the rangt
where growth of AACN is significantly increased (4.47o to g.Svo; Ret.41). we varied th
dietary LA levels from 2.07o to 15.0% in a high fat diet, keeping the percentage of c-1g
carbon fatty acids in the lipids between 92% and94% and observed a negative rather th¿

a positive dose-response relationship between LA and AACN development (42). In order
to minimize the number of variables and their possible confounding effects, it seems of
paramount importance to keep LA in the diet at a constant level when investigating the
effects of other variables such as fish oil. The results described in chapters 5 and 6
demonstrated an enhancing rather than an inhibitory effect of MaxEpA on growth of
AACN whereas no effect on development of pancreatic carcinomas was found. The
present contradictory results in comparison to those of other studies (53,54) can, in our
view, be ascribed to our study design in which dietary LA is kept constant. The
observation that after .l 

2 but not after 6 months (55) fish oil enhanced growth of AACN,
suggests that fish oil modulates pancreatic carcinogenesis in azaserine-treated rats after a

rather long feeding period. Moreover, it cannot be excluded that feeding of diets high in
MaxEPA for over 12 months will also modulate development of pancreatic carcinomas.

Feeding fish oil to BOP-treated hamsters did not result in a chemopreventive effect or

pancreatic carcinogenesis. Evidence to the contrary was found: a significant increase in tl
number of borderline lesions in animals maintained on fish oil was observed (chapter 8).
The enhancing effects of fish oil on pancreatic carcinogenesis in BOP-treated hamsters ar

in accordance with the enhancing effects observed on pancreatic carcinogenesis in
azaserine-treated rats.

Several mechanisms have been proposed for the effects of <¡-3 puFA on
carcinogenesis. Some studies indicate that fish oil attenuates the immune response, by
counteracting the immunosuppression caused by for example cyclosporin (56) or ol-6
PUFA (57). Intercellular communication, which modulates cell growth and differentiation
may also play a role in tumour promotion. Metabolic cooperation based on passage of Io,
molecular weight molecules through gap junctions, is blocked by tumour promoters like
1,2-o-tetradecanoylphorbol-13-acetate (TpA) or phenobarbital (5g). Intercellular
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communication is inhibited by unsaturated, but not by saturated fat (59). Most, if not all,
cancer cells have dysfunctional gap junctional intercellular communication, but it is not
known whether this defect can be modulated by dietary fat (60). The growth promoting

effects of unsaturated fat on tumour cells may also be caused by formation of lipid
oxidation products, such as epoxides and peroxides. Fatty acid hydroperoxides have been

reported to activate cell proliferation (61). In addition, various antioxidants (like selenium,
p-carotene and vitamin E), which are effective scavengers of lipid peroxiradicals, have

been reported to inhibit chemically induced mammary carcinogenesis in animals fed diets

rich in PUFA (62). We observed significant chemopreventive effects of B-carotene and

selenium, but not of vitamin E, on dietary fat-promoted azaserine-induced pancreatic

carcinogenesis in rats (7). However, we did not observe any protective effect of either of
the tested antioxidants in the BOP-hamster model (63). A direct association between the

effects of antioxidants on the formation of lipid peroxiradicals and carcinogenesis is
difficult to prove. Moreovet, the inhibitory effects of ro-3 PUFA on tumour growth are in
contrast to their susceptibility to lipid peroxidation. An interesting point of view is given
by de Vries and van Noorden (64), who hypothesized that increased radical formation by
r.':-3 PUFA, as a result of elevated lipid peroxidation in tumour cells (65,66), may result in
damage of the tumour tissue, hence leading to chemoprevention. Lipid peroxides can cause

breaks in DNA strands, resulting in cell death (67). In this respect, rapidly dividing cancer

cells may be relatively sensitive to the cytotoxic effects of lipid peroxides. We did not
observe any differences in lipid peroxide content, measured as thiobarbituric acid reactive
substances (68), in pancreatic homogenates of rats maintained on HF diets with or without
fish oil.

We conclude that dietary fish oil, under our experimental conditions, enhances rather

than inhibits pancreatic carcinogenesis.

Fatty acid metabolism, prostaglandins and pancreatic carcinogenesis

The composition of the lipid bilayer is of utmost importance for the properties of the

biological membrane, and consequently for the function of the cell. Membrane lipids
regulate membrane fluidity, stability and permeability, as well as the kinetics and

thermodynamic characteristics of enzymes and other proteins. Consistent lipid changes

expressed in tumours are not commonly found, and at present the relationship between
altered membrane lipids and neoplasia is not clear (69). Changes in membrane structure
and function, metabolic processes that take place in the cell membranes and in the

cytoplasm of the cell, utilizing liberated membrane constituents may very well be
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influenced by alteration of the fatty acid profile of the cell memb¡ane. Our data clearly
demonstrate that feeding increasing levels of LA, EPA or DHA to rats or hamsters caused

a dose-related alteration of the composition of fatty acids in both plasma and microsomes
of normal pancreatic cells as well as of pancreatic tumour cells.

In azaserine-treated rats the conversion of LA to AA was inhibited in blood plasma,

whereas in BOP-treated hamsters the opposite effect was seen. Irrespective of carcinogen-
treatment the AA concentration in rat plasma was 3-4 times higher than that in hamsters,
which is in accordance with the observations of Horrobin (70), who stated that rats conver
LA to AA very efficiently, which is most probably caused by the relatively high
elongation and desaturation ability of rat liver in comparison with, for example, hamster
liver. The significant dose-response relationship observed between the amount of LA in
the diet and the AA concentration in the plasma of rats but not of hamsters may also be
related to the difference in hepatic metabolic activity between these two species.

Rats and hamsters incorporate the ol-3 PUFA similarly and dose-relatedly, both in
plasma and in pancreatic microsomes of non-tumorous tissue. However, EpA and DHA
were incorporated more efficiently in ductular tumours induced by Bop in hamster
pancreas than in acinar tumours induced in rat pancreas by azaserine. A portion of the
dietary EPA was rapidly converted to DHA in both rat and hamster plasma and pancreas,
resulting in a shift in the EPA:DHA ratio from equal or higher than 1 towards an

EPA:DHA ratio of equal or less than 1. Such accumulation of newly formed DHA
combined with dietary DHA has been reported previously by Mathias and Dupont (71).
Our observation that rats maintained on a LF or a HF diet without MaxEPA exhibited
similar AA concentrations in blood plasma and pancreas, indicates that an increase in
amount of LA and unsaturated fat in the diet do not influence the conversion of LA to Al
(chapter 5). However, when LA was provided to rats in the same amount (i.e.5 wtTo) in
combination with increasing amounts of MaxEPA (containing EPA and DHA), an increase

in LA concentrations accompanied by a decrease in AA levels in blood plasma and also,
but to a lesser extent, in pancreas was observed. This apparently reduced conversion of
I A to AA can be ascribed to either replacement of AA by EPA (71) or to an inhibition of
the LA-converting enzyme ð6-desaturase by EPA and/or DHA (72). Evidence in favour of
the latter process is given by the observed increase in plasma and pancreatic levels of LA
in MaxEPA fed animals, although the amount of LA in the diet was kept constant. The
effects of MaxEPA on fatty acid profiles in hamster pancreas were similar to those in rats,

In hamster plasma, however, the decrease in AA was not paralleled by an increase in LA,
suggesting that the ol-6 PUFA are replaced more effectively by the o-3 PUFA in hamsters

than in rats.

In microsomes from pancreatic carcinomas from both rats and hamsters AA-levels
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were higher and LA-levels were lower than in microsomes from non-tumorous pancreatic
tissue. These differences between fatty acid profiles in pancreatic tumours and non-
tumorous tissue indicate an accelerated turnover of LA to AA in tumour tissue, pointing to
an altered fatty acid metabolism in neoplastic tissue.

It is hypothesized that the promoting effect of a high fat diet on carcinogenesis is the
result of an accelerated formation of AA and subsequently of pGs (73). The o-6 puFA,
particularly LA may give rise to PGs of the 2-series via AA. It has been demonstrated that
some of these PGs may stimulate cell proliferation (pGFr"; Ref. 74) or have
immunosuppressive properties (PGEr; Ref. 75) and hence may either enhance tumour
growth or disturb inhibition of tumour development.

Quantitative determination of PG-levels in pancreatic tissue of rats and hamsters did
not show any difference, with increasing dietary LA levels, indicating that AA and pGs

are not formed in direct proportion to dietary or tissue LA. The metabolic pathway of LA
to PGs seems to be strictly regulated and becomes saturated at dietary LA levels below 2
wtTo in both rats and hamsters. However, when fish oil was incorporated in the
experimental diets the prostaglandin content of pancreatic tissue of both rats and hamsters
was significantly altered. In rats, PGF2.- and rXBr-levels, and in hamsters pGE2-, 6-keto-
PGFro-, and PGFr"-levels were inversely related to the percentage of MaxEPA in the diet.
It has been demonstrated that o-3 fatty acids compete with to-6 fatty acids for conversion
to prostaglandins via cyclooxygenase (73), which is confirmed by the present findings.

PG levels in the acinar carcinomas in rat pancreas as well as in the ductular
carcinomas in hamster pancreas were significantly elevated in comparison with non-
tumorous tissue, which is in accordance with the observed differences in fatty acid profiles
in pancreatic tumours. These data suggest that accelerated LAIAA metabolism with
subsequently accelerated PG-production may play a role in chemically induced pancreatic
carcinogenesis in both rat and hamsters, at a rather late stage of the carcinogenic process.

Conclusions

The data presented in the present thesis lead to the following conclusions:

The promoting effects of ccK and dietary fat on pancreatic carcinogenesis in
azaserine-treated rats are most probably mediated via different mechanisms.

Routine measurement of cell proliferation may (i) add relevant information on
modulation of growth of putative preneoplastic pancreatic lesions in both the

1.

2.
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azaserine-rat model and the BOP-hamster model and (ii) facilitate classification of
(pre)neoplastic pancreatic lesions in the BOP-hamster model, provided that the

method is properly validated.

3. Dietary o¡-3 PUFA from fish oil inhibit the conversion of LA to AA in blood plasma

(rats) and in pancreatic microsomes (rats and hamsters).

4. Dietary o¡-3 PUFA from fish oil, but not o-6 PUFA (LA), influence the content of
prostaglandins of the 2-series in the pancreas.

5. Accelerated production of prostaglandins of the 2-series may play a role in

experimental pancreatic carcinogenesis in both rats and hamsters, but probably not in

the growth of early putative preneoplastic pancreatic lesions.

6. Dietary LA has an inhibitory, rather than a promoting effect on chemically-induced

pancreatic carcinogenesis in both rats and hamsters.

7. Dietary fish oil has an enhancing, rather than an inhibitory effect on chemically-

induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in both rats and hamsters.

Although the dietary fat content is an important dietary factor in pancreatic carcinogenesis

the specific role of chain length and degree of unsaturation of the fatty acids remains

obscure and controversial. Consequently, for the time being it is not justifiable to further

specify the recommendation of the Netherlands Nutrition Council to reduce fat intake.
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Summary

In the Netherlands pancreatic cancer is the 8th (men) and 1l'h (women) leading cause of
death from cancer' Every year 1500 people die from this disease. Diagnosis of pancreatic
cancer is usually late due to lack of symptoms and treatment at this late stage of the
disease is virtually impossible. Prognosis is poor, mainly due to metastatic spread. Three
months after diagnosis 50% of the patients has died. This percentage increases to 927o and,
977o after 1 and 5 years, respectively. Until diagnostic tools have been improved and more
effective treatments have been developed, primary prevention is the most effective way to
deal with this fatal form of cancer, and should always have high priority.

The pancreas consists of: (i) the endocrine pancreas (the islets of Langerhans) which
releases hormones like insulin and glucagon into the blood and (ii) the exocrine pancreas
which produces and excretes pancreatic juice, containing mainly bicarbonate and
proteolytic enzymes. The pancreatic juice is excreted into a finely branched network of
ductules and ducts, which empty into the small intestine.

To investigate pancreatic carcinogenesis, we used two animal models, in which
tumours of the exocrine pancreas are induced with specific carcinogens. When rats are
injected i.p. with azaserine, putative preneoplastic atypical acinar cell nodules (AACN)
develop after 2 to 4 months and acinar adenocarcinomas after 6 to 15 months in the
pancreas. vy'hen hamsters are treated s.c. with N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine (Bop),
putative preneoplastic cystic ductular complexes (CDC) and tubular ductular complexes
(TDC) develop within 4 months and borderline lesions (BLL) and ductular
adenocarcinomas can be found in the exocrine pancreas after 6-15 months.

Dietary fat has been found to enhance pancreatic carcinogenesis in azaserine-treated
rats and BOP-treated hamsters. However, the mechanism by which dietary fat exerts this
effect is unknown. The gut hormone cholecystokinin (CCK) is an important regulatory
hormone in pancreatic function and growth and has also been found to promote azaserine-
induced pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats. It has been demonstrated that ro-6
polyunsaturated fat has stronger tumour promoting properties than saturated fat. This led
to the hypothesis that linoleic acid (cl8:2rrr-6), the major polyunsaturated fatty acid
(PUFA) of the <o-6 family, is responsible for this effect. It has also been hypothesized that
dietary co-3 polyunsaturated fat (fish oil) is capable of inhibiting carcinogenesis, by
counteracting the enhancing effects of linoleic acid on tumour development. The inhibitory
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effects of fish oil have been attributed to eicosapentaenoic acid (C20:5ol-3) and

docosahexaenoic acid (C22:6ro-3). One of the postulated mechanisms by which a diet hig

in LA is able to promote tumour development is an acceleration of prostaglandin

production, whereas, on the cont¡ary, EPA and DHA have been shown to inhibit
prostaglandin formation.

The main objective of the studies described in the present thesis is to elucidate the

mechanism by which dietary fat promotes experimental pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats

and hamsters. Studies have been designed and performed in order to answer the followinl
questions:

L. Do dietary fat and CCK exert their enhancing effect on pancreatic carcinogenesis via

similar mechanism?

2. What is the biological role of dietary LA in pancreatic tumour promotion?

3. What are the chemopreventive and/or anti-tumour effects of trl-3 PUFA?

4. What are the effects of the type of fat on fatty acid metabolism and on the conversior

of arachidonic acid (C20:4ro-6) to prostaglandins?

It is not clear whether ductular cells or (dedifferentiated) acinar cells are the

progenitors of the ductular adenocarcinomas in the hamster pancreas. In the study

described in chapter 3 pancreatic cell proliferation has been determined quantitatively of
normal acinar cells, normal ductular cells, AACN cells (rats) and cells from ductular

lesions (hamsters) at various time intervals over a 52 week period. Basal proliferation in

normal acinar or ductular cells was relatively low, whereas cell proliferation had

significantly increased in AACN and in TDC and BLL. Moreover, treatment with BOP

caused a prolonged increase in the proliferation of acinar cells in hamster pancreas, whicl
remained present for at least 52 weeks after carcinogen-treatment. This finding, in

combination with the frequently observed acinar cells in the lining epithelium of TDC,

indicates that acinar cells may be involved in the development of ductular

adenocarcinomas in the pancreas of BOP-treated hamsters. It is concluded that, based on

the observations in chapter 3, the Labeling Index (LI) of AACN may be a useful

parameter for assessing modulation of growth of AACN in rat pancreas by dietary or oth

factors. In chapters 6 and,7, however, studies have been described which do not support

this conclusion: feeding fish oil to rats resulted in an increase in number and size of
AACN accompanied by a decrease in cell proliferation in AACN. The inconsistency of
these results was less pronounced when the LI was correlated with the size of the AACN
Further research is needed to validate and establish the significance of the Ll-parameter.

Cell proliferation in normal pancreatic acinar, centroacina¡ or ductular cells, as well a
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in ductular cells from BOP-induced pancreatic lesions was not modulated by dietary fish

oil. The consistently elevated LI in BLL (chapters 3 and 8) indicates that cell proliferation

in ductular lesions in hamster pancreas may provide a useful parameter to discriminate

between BLL with a low and a high growth potential. The presence of high cell
proliferation in a BLL may justify reclassification of such lesions as carcinomas in situ.

A high level of dietary fat (20 wtTo - 25 wtTo) has been shown to promote the

development of chemically induced pancreatic tumours in rats and hamsters. Dietary

components like proteins, carbohydrates and fats stimulate the release of the gut hormone

cholecystokinin (CCK), which stimulates pancreatic acinar cells to excrete their contents.

It has been demonstrated that CCK promotes the development of azaserine-induced

pancreatic tumours in the rat. In chapter 4 a study has been described in which we

investigated whether CCK and dietary fat promote pancreatic carcinogenesis by similar

mechanisms. The ¡esults from this study indicate that CCK, but not dietary fat, increased

pancreatic weight and that lorglumide, a specific CCK receptor antagonist, largely

inhibited the enhancing effects of CCK, but not of dietary fat, on pancreatic carcinogene-

sis. Based on these results we concluded that it is unlikely that the promoting effect of
dietary fat on pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats is mediated via CCK.

Apart from the amount of fat, the type of fat is an important factor in the process of
tumour promotion. The studies described in chapter 4 showed that, apart from
polyunsaturated fat, saturated fat (lard) also promotes azaserine-induced pancreatic

carcinogenesis in rats. In chapters 5 to 8 of this thesis the effects of dietary linoleic acid

(o-6 PUFA) and dietary fish oil (ro-3 PUFA) on pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats and

hamsters have been described. Moreover, the involvement of the 2-series prostaglandins,

which are the biologically active metabolites of linoleic acid, have been studied. The

results described in chapter 5 show that 4 wtTo and 2 wt7o of linoleic acid in a high fat

diet caused the strongest enhancing effects on pancreatic carcinogenesis in rats and

hamsters, respectively. At higher levels, the effects of dietary linoleic acid were inhibitory

rather than promoting. In chapters 6 and'l it has been described that increasing

percentages of fish oil in a high fat diet containing a fixed level of 5 wt%o linoleic acid,

resulted in a dose-related increase in number and size of AACN in the pancreas of rats.

No effect was observed on the number of adenomas and carcinomas. From the study

described in chapter 8 it appears that fish oil has no chemopreventive effect on pancreatic

carcinogenesis in hamsters maintained on high fat diets including 2 wt7o linoleic acid and

containing increasing levels of fish oil.
In both rats and hamsters the fatty acid profiles of blood plasma and microsomes from

non-tumorous pancreas showed an accurate reflection of the dietary fatty acid profiles:

proportional increases in linoleic acid, eicosapentaenoic acid and docosahexaenoic acid
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Samenvatting

De pancreas (alvleesklier) is opgebouwd uit kliercellen (de eilandjes van Langerhans),

die hormonen als insuline en glucagon maken en aan het bloed afgeven, en uit kliercellen
die pancreassap/verteringsenzymen maken die, via een netwerk van klierbuisjes in één

centrale afuoergang uitgescheiden worden in de dunne darm.

Pancreaskanker komt weliswaar niet zo frequent voor, maar is wel fataal!
Pancreaskanker wordt vaak te laat ontdekt, omdat vroege symptomen afwezig zijn. AÌs de

diagnose wordt gesteld is de tumor bijna altijd al uitgezaaid. De prognose van de ziekte is
daarom ook zeer slechti 5O7o van de patiënten sterft binnen 2 tot 3 maanden nadat de

diagnose gesteld is. Eén jaar na het stellen van de diagnose is nog 87o van de patiënten in
Ieven en de 5-jaars overleving is minder dan37o. Totdat er methoden zijn ontwikkeld die
een vroege diagnose of een adequate behandeling mogelijk maken, lijkt preventie de enige
effectieve manier om deze vorm van kanker te bestrijden.

Eén van de factoren die bij het ontstaan van pancreaskanker een rol speelt is vet in de

voeding. Om de rol van vet in de ontwikkeling van pancreaskanker bij proefdieren te

bestuderen hebben we gebruik gemaakt van twee diermodellen. In beide modellen wordt
een chemische stof gebruikt om tumoren op te wekken die ontstaan in de kliercellen
(acinaire tumoren bij de rat) of in de afuoergangen (ductulaire tumoien bij de hamster).

Bij de rat resulteert injectie met azaserine na enkele maanden in groepjes afwijkende
kliercellen, die een verhoogde delingscapaciteit vertonen. Deze snel groeiende zogenaamde

"Atypical Acinar Cell Nodules" (AACN) worden beschouwd als voorstadia van de acinaire

tumoren. Bij de hamster wordt N-nitrosobis(2-oxopropyl)amine (BoP) gebruikt. Injectie
van hamsters met BOP resulteert in afwijkende klierbuisjes (ducts), die uiteindelijk tot
ductulaire tumoren kunnen leiden. De pancreastumoren die bij de mens voorkomen zijn
meestal van het ductulaire type.

Van voedingsvet is aangetoond dat het de groei van pancreastumoren in azaserine-

behandelde ratten en BOP-behandelde hamsters bevordert. Het mechanisme achte¡ dit
effect is echter nog onbekend. Het darmhormoon cholecystokinine, dat vrijkomt na het

eten van b.v. vet, regelt in belangrijke mate de functie en de groei van de pancreas.

Cholecystokinine heeft bovendien een stimulerend effect op de groei van azaserine-

geïnduceerde pancreastumoren bij ratten. Het is meermalen beschreven dat o-6
meervoudig onverzadigde vetzuren de tumorgroei sterker stimuleren dan verzadigde

vetzuren. Hieruit volgde de hypothese dat linolzuur, het belangrijkste o-6 meervoudig

onverzadigde vetzuur, verantwoordelijk is voor dit effect. Het is ook beschreven dat ol-3
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meervoudig onverzadigde vetzuren uit visolie in het rantsoen van proefdieren de groei van

tumoren kan remmen. Deze "visvetzuren" zouden dit effect hebben doordat zij het

bevorderende effect van linolzuur tegengaan. Het stimulerende effect van linolzuur wordt
mogelijk veroorzaakt door een verhoogde produktie van bepaalde prostaglandines (PGs).

visvetzuren kunnen de vorming van deze PGs remmen en zo de tumorgroei tegengaan.

De belangrijkste doelstelling van de studies beschreven in dit proefschrift is het

ophelderen van het mechanisme waarlangs voedingsvet de groei van pancreastumoren

stimuleert. Er werden een aantal studies uitgevoerd die tot doel hadden antwoord te krijger
op de volgende vragen:

Vindt de bevordering van de groei van pancreastumoren door voedingsvet en

cholecystokinine plaats via hetzelfde mechanisme?

Wat is de biologische rol van linolzuur in de bevordering van de groei van

pancreastumoren?

Wat is de biologische rol van visvetzu¡en in de modulatie van de groei van

pancreastumoren?

Wat zijn de effecten van het type vet op het vetzuurmetabolisme en op de omzetting
van arachidonzuur in prostaglandines?

Het is nog onduidelijk of de ductulaire lesies in de hamsterpancreas ontstaan uit
ductulaire cellen of uit (veranderde) acinaire cellen. Kwantitatieve bepaling van de

celdelingsactiviteit van normale acinaire cellen, normale ductulaire cellen, acinaire lesies

(rat) en van ductulaire lesies (hamsters) in de pancreas van ratten en hamsters is

beschreven in hoofdstuk 3. Een kenmerk van veel tumoren is dat ze snel groeien en dus

een hoge celdelingsactiviteit vertonen. De celdelingsactiviteit van (voorstadia van) tumorer

kan op een eenvoudige wijze kwantitatief worden bepaald. Uit de in hoofdstuk 3

beschreven resultaten blijkt dat acinaire en ductulaire cellen onder normale

omstandigheden betrekkelijk weinig delen en dat de celdeling in de acinaire en ductulaire
lesies significant hoger is. Bovendien blijkt dat acinaire cellen van met BOP behandelde

hamsters ook een verhoogde celdeling vertonen. Deze verhoogde celdeling blijft minstens

52 weken aanwezig. Deze bevinding, gecombineerd met het feit dat acinaire cellen vaak
worden aangetroffen in ductulaire lesies, wijst erop dat de acinaire cel mogelijk betrokken
is bij het ontstaan van ductulaire tumoren in de hamsterpancreas en mogelijk ook een rol
speelt bij het ontstaan van ductulaire pancreastumoren bij de mens. De celdelingsactiviteit
zoù een goede parameter kunnen zijn om de effecten van voedings- en andere factoren op
de groei van acinaire lesies te meten. De resultaten van de experimenten beschreven in de

hoofdstukken 6 en 7 tonen echter aan dat het voorkomen van grote acinaire pancreaslesies
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niet altijd gecorreleerd is met een hoge celdelingsactiviteit: ratten die een rantsoen kregen

waaraan visolie was toegevoegd hadden grotere acinaire lesies, maar een lagere

celdelingsactiviteit dan ratten die geen visolie kregen. Verder onderzoek naar de waarde

van het bepalen van de celdelingsactiviteit in dit type studies is nodig.

In de pancreas van de hamster beïnvloedde visolie in het rantsoen noch de

celdelingsactiviteit van normale acinaire of ductulaire cellen, noch die van ductulaire
lesies.

De celdelingsactiviteit in de voorstadia van de ductulaire tumoren was consequent

hoger dan van alle andere celtypen in de hamsterpancreas (hoofdstukken 3 en 8). Dit laat
zien dat celdelingsactiviteit in de pancreas van BOP-behandelde hamsters een bruikbare
parameter is om voorstadia van tumoren te classificeren.

Een hoog vetgehalte in het rantsoen (207o-257o) bevordert de ontwikkeling van

pancreastumoren bij ratten en hamsters. Voedingscomponenten zoals eiwitten,

koolhydraten en vetten stimuleren de afgifte van het darmhormoon cholecystokinine, dat

de pancreas stimuleert tot de vorming van pancreassap en de uitscheiding hiervan in de

dunne darm. Het is aangetoond dat toediening van cholecystokinine bij azaserine-

behandelde ratten de ontwikkeling van pancreastumoren bevordert. De resultaten van het

onderzoek beschreven in hoofdstuk 4 tonen aan dat de bevorderende werking van

cholecystokinine en van voedingsvet zeer waarschijnlijk niet via hetzelfde mechanisme tot
stand komt.

Naast de hoeveelheid vet speelt ook de samenstelling van het vet mogelijk een

belangrijke rol bij het proces van de tumorpromotie. Veruadied vet (reuzel) in het

rantsoen heeft een bevorderend effect op het ontstaan van pancreastumoren bij de rat

(hoofdstuk 4). Meervoudig onverzadigd vet heeft echter een nog veel sterker modulerend

effect op de tumorgroei bij proefdieren. In de hoofdstukken 5 t/m 8 van dit proefschrift is

beschreven wat de effecten zijn van linolzuur en visolie in het rantsoen op de

ontwikkeling van pancreastumoren bij ratten en hamsters en wat de rol hierin is van

prostaglandines, die uit linolzuur kunnen worden gevormd. Bij hamsters en ratten die een

rantsoen kregen met respectievelijk 27o en 47o linolzuur werd het sterkste tumor-

bevorderend effect gevonden. Hogere concentraties linolzuur in een hoog vet rantsoen

bleken eerder een remmend dan een promoverend effect te hebben op de ontwikkeling van

pancreastumoren bij zowel ¡atten als hamsters.

Uit het onderzoek beschreven in de hoofdstukken 6 en 7 blijkt dat een toenemend

percentage visolie in een hoog vet rantsoen een dosis-afhankelijke toename van het aantal

preneoplastische acinaire lesies in de pancreas van ratten tot gevolg heeft. Op het aantal

adenomen en carcinomen had visolie echter geen effect. Er kon ook geen remmend effect

van visolie worden aangetoond op de ontwikkeling van pancreastumoren bij hamsters.
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In zowel ratten als hamsters is het vetzuurpatroon in bloedplasma en pancreas een
goede afspiegeling van het vetzuurpatroon in het rantsoen. De gehaltes linolzuur en

visvetzuren nemen toe in plasma en pancreas wanneer het linolzuur- of het visoliegehalte
in het rantsoen wordt verhoogd. Het arachidonzuurgehalte in plasma van de rat nam toe
met stijgende linolzuurconcentraties in het rantsoen. Het arachidonzuurgehalte in
ratteplasma was in alle gevallen 3-4 maal hoger dan in hamsterplasma. Hoge gehaltes aar

visvetzuren in plasma en pancreas gingen over het algemeen gepaard met hoge
linolzuurgehaltes en lage arachidonzuurgehaltes. Een mogelijke verklaring hiervoor is dat
visvetzuren de omzetting van linolzuur in arachidonzuur remmen. Linolzuur was verlaagr
en arachidonzuur verhoogd in pancreastumoren van ratten, terwijl er geen verschil was ir
gehaltes van de visvetzuren. In tumoren van de hamsterpancreas bleef het linolzuurgehall
gelijk' terwijl de arachidonzuur- en de visvetzuurgehaltes verhoogd waren t.o.v. normaal
pancreasweefsel.

In normaal pancreasweefsel van ratten en hamsters had het percentage linolzuur in he
rantsoen geen invloed op het gehalte aan bepaalde prostaglandines (pGE, pGF2o, 6-keto-
PGFro and thromboxaan (TX) Br). Een visolie-bevattend rantsoen had bij ratten na 6
maanden een verlagend effect op de gehaltes van PGFro, 6-keto-PGF," en TXBz, maar ni
op het gehalte PGE, in de pancreas (hoofdstuk 6). Een visolie-bevattend rantsoen
resulteerde na 12 maanden in een verlaging van de gehaltes PGFro en 6-keto-pGF," in de

pancreas van ratten (hoofdstuk 7) en in een verlaging van de gehaltes pGEr, pGFro en 6-
keto-PGFro in de pancreas van hamsters (hoofdstuk 8). In pancreastumoren van hamsters
waren de gehaltes PGE, (hoofdstuk 8), PGFz", 6-keto-PGF,o en TXB, (hoofdstukken 4 er
8) significant verhoogd t.o.v. normaal pancreasweefsel.

In pancreastumoren van ratten waren de gehaltes PGE2, PGF2' en TXB, (hoofdstuk 7)
significant verhoogd t.o.v. normale pancreas. Deze resultaten wijzen erop dat
prostaglandines betrokken zijn bij de groei van pancreastumoren bij ratten en hamsters,
maar niet bij de ontwikkeling van voorstadia van deze tumoren.

uit de resultaten van de in dit proefschrift beschreven experimenten kan worden
geconcludeerd dat:

1. Het promoverende effect van voedingsvet op pancreaskanker in azaserine-behandelde
ratten waarschijnlijk niet plaats vindt via cholecystokinine.
Bepaling van celproliferatie een belangrijk hulpmiddel is bij de classificatie van
ductulaire Iesies in de hamsterpançreas. validatie van deze methode is echter
noodzakelijk.

Meervoudig onverzadigde vetzuren afkomstig uit visolie (o-3 vetzuren) de omzetting

2.
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van linolzuur in arachidonzuur in bloedplasma (ratten) en in de pancreas (ratten en
hamsters) remmen.

4. Meervoudig onverzadigde vetzuren afkomstig uit visolie (o-3 vetzuren) het gehalte van
de 2-serie prostaglandines in de pancreas van ratten en hamsters verlagen, terwijl
linolzuur (o-6 vetzuren) hier geen effect op heeft.

5. Een verhoogde produktie van de 2-serie prostaglandines mogelijk een rol speelt bij de
uitgroei van pancreastumoren van ratten en hamsters, maar waarschijnlijk niet bij het

ontstaan van preneoplastische pancreaslesies.

6. In tegenstelling tot de heersende opvatting linolzuur in het rantsoen eerder een

remmend dan een bevo¡derend effect heeft op de ontwikkeling van chemisch-
geinduceerde pancreastumoren bij ratten en hamsters.

7. In tegenstelling tot de heersende opvatting visolie in het rantsoen eerder een

bevorderend dan een remmend effect heeft op de ontwikkeling van chemisch-
geïnduceerde pancreastumoren bij ratten en hamsters.

Hoewel het vetgehalte in de voeding een belangrijke rol speelt bij de ontwikkeling van
pancreaskanker, blijft het specifieke effect van de ketenlengte en mate van

onverzadigdheid van de vetzuren onduidelijk. Dientengevolge is het niet verantwoord om
het huidige advies van de gezondheidsraad om minder vet te eten nader te specificeren.
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